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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: AM, Nguyen 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 4 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: J o i n t  Uni ted S t a t e s  P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  
O f f i c e ,  Quang Ngai C i t y ,  Republic o f  Vietnam. 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : hone 

RESIDENCE ON 16 MARCH 1968: Xuan Duong Hamlet o f  Co Lay 

TESTIMONY. 

The w i t n e s s  was f i s h i n g  on 16 March 1968 and h i s  w i f e  
w a s  m Pho An (pgs .  1, 2) . When he  r e t u r n e d  on t h e  22d 
he  s a w  some dead VC cad re  s c a t t e r e d  throughout  t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pg.  3 ) . I n  Xuan Duong and My Hoi f i v e  communist cadre  
had been k i l l e d  (pg.  4 ) .  H e  hea rd  no th ing  about  women and 
c h i l d r e n  b e i n g  k i l l e d  i n  Xuan Duong o r  My Hoi (pg.  4 ) .  There 
were houses burned i n  My Hoi (pgs .  3 ,  4 ) .  The people  who 
remained i n  My Hoi w e r e  communist sympath izers  (pg. 3 ) .  
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Unsworn s tatement  of Nguyen AM was taken a t  t h e  
J o i n t  United S t a t e s  Publ ic  A f f a i r s  Of f i ce ,  Quang Ngai C i t y ,  
Republic of Vietnam, 4 January 1970. The ques t ions  were posed 
t o  MR AM by MR WALSH. Also p r e s e n t  was MAJ David D. DANTZSCHER 
who ac ted  as  i n t e r p r e t e r .  A l l  of t h e  ques t ions  dere t r a n s l a t e d  
by MAJ DANTZSCHER i n t o  Vietnamese and a l l  of t h e  answers by 
MR AM were t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  English by MAJ DANTZSCHER. 

MR WALSH: What i s  your name? 

A. Nguyen AM. 


Q- Where do you l i v e ?  


A. I l i v e  i n  Son My Model Vi l lage .  


Q- A r e  you a  member of t h e  PF, Popular Force? 


A. Yes, I am a  member of t h e  Popular Force. 

' Q- Where were you l i v i n g  on March 1 6 ,  1968? 

A. I l i v e d  i n  a  hamlet belonging t o  Co Luy. 


Q- What's t h e  name of t h a t  hamlet? 


A. I l i v e d  i n  Xuan Duong Hamiet. 

Q- By looking a t  t h e  map (Exhibi t  P-1) , can you mark 
with t h i s  p e n c i l  t h e  c o r r e c t  l o c a t i o n  f o r  Xuan Duong? 

(The wi tness  d i d  a s  requested;  however, t h e  map a s  
marked by MR AM w a s  no t  en te red  i n t o  evidence.)  

This  is  t h e  c o r r e c t  l o c a t i o n .  

Q- A r e  t h e  o t h e r  hamlets,  marked t h e r e ,  marked i n  

t h e  c o r r e c t  l o c a t i o n s ?  


A. These a r e  t h e  c o r r e c t  l o c a t i o n s  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Were you p resen t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of Xuan Duong on 

March 16, 1968? 


A. No, I w a s  n o t  p resen t  on t h a t  d a t e .  
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Q - Where were you? 

A. I w a s  f i s h i n g  o u t  i n  t h e  ocean.  

Q When you were f i s h i n g ,  d i d  you s e e  a i r c r a f t  l a n d  
t r o o p s  n e a r  your  home? 

A. I w a s  n o t  p r e s e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and d i d  n o t  
see t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q - Were you l i v i n g  wi th  your  fami ly  i n  Xuan Duong 
a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Th i s  i s  my b i r t h p l a c e  and my family  was t h e r e .  

Q - Did you l i v e  i n  your  f a t h e r ' s  house o r  your  own 
house? 

A. A t  t h a t  t ime I had on ly  a w i fe ,  and s h e  went 
sou th .  I went sou th  o u t  on t h e  ocean t o  f i s h  and r e t u r n e d  
t o  Co Lay (1). A t  t h a t  t ime Xuan Duong had n o t  y e t  been 
occupied.  

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  You have n o t  answered my q u e s t i o n
though. You had on ly  a  w i f e ,  b u t  d i d  you and your  w i f e  
l i v e  i n  a house i n  Xuan Duong a t  t h a t  t ime?  

A.  Y e s ,  w e  had a s e p a r a t e  ho i~se ,  

Q - Did anyone e l s e  l i v e  a t  your  house w i t h  you 
o t h e r  t han  your  w i fe?  

A.  No. 

Q *  When you went f i s h i n g  on t h e  morning of  March 
1 6 t h ,  d i d  your  w i fe  remain a t  your  house i n  Xuan Duong? 

< 

A. There w a s  no one a t  home. My w i f e  went t o  Pho A n .  

Q- How many pecp le  were l i v i n g  i n  Xuan Duong on March 
16 ,  1968? 

A. I don" know e x a c t l y .  I t  could  have been between 
70 and 90 people .  
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Q m  How many l i v e d  i n  My Hoi a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. There w e r e  s e v e r a l  hundred people 
i n  My Hoi; b u t  because of t h e  l ack  of  s e c u r i t y ,  a number of 
t h e  people  moved south  t o  Pho An and Co Lay (1). 

Q I t a k e  i t  t h a t  you d o n ' t  know how many were . 
t h e r e ?  

A. The people  i n  My Hoi who remained behind had 
Communist sympathies.  Those who d i d  n o t  have Communist sym-
p a t h i e s  evacuated down t o  t h e  south .  

I 

Q- Very we l l .  How r e c e n t l y  had you been i n  Xuan 
Duong? For i n s t a n c e ,  had you been t h e r e  t h e  day b e f o r e ,  o r  
when? 

A. I went f i s h i n g  every  day r e g a r d l e s s  of whether 
t h e r e  was a m i l i t a r y  ope ra t ion  going on. During t h e  day I 
was a t  Xuan Duong and f i s h e d  from Xuan Duong, b u t  a t  n i g h t  
I went t o  Pho An. 

Q- Did you r e t u r n  t o  Xuan Duong t h e  day a f t e r  t h e  
ope ra t ion?  

A.  I d i d  no t  dare t o  r e t u r n  the  day a f t e r  the  oper-
a t i o n  because I was a f r a i d  of  being ambushed. 

Q. How soon a f t e r  t h e  ope ra t ion  d i d  you go back? 

A. I r e t u r n e d  on t h e  2 1 s t  o r  t h e  22d. 

Q. When you r e tu rned ,  what d i d  you f i n d ?  

A .  There w e r e , a  number of dead VC cad re ,  about t h e  
same age t h a t  I am, s c a t t e r e d  throughout t h e  v i l l a g e .  I am 
41. 

9. Were a l l  of  t h e  houses burned? 

A. No. The houses w e r e  n o t  burned o r  destroyed.  

Q- W e  know t h a t  they were burned. 
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A .  Only i n  My Hoi. 

Q Did you go t o  My Hoi when you came back on t h e  
f o u r t h ,  day? 

A.  Y e s .  

Q Were many people  k i l l e d  by t h e  Americans i n  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  i n  My Hoi and Xuan Duong? 

A .  These were a l l  Communist cadre .  I d i d  n o t  pe r -
s o n a l l y  see t h e  dead. They had been b u r i e d  by t h i s  t i m e .  
These were f i v e  people  k i l l e d .  

Q I s n ' t  it t r u e  t h a t  many women and c h i l d r e n  w e r e  
k i l l e d  i n  My Hoi and Xuan Duong? 

A. No. I d i d n ' t  s e e  it, and I d i d n ' t  h e a r  about  
it. 

Q Do you know t h e  names of  any people  who w e r e  
p r e s e n t  i n  My Hoi o r  Xuan Duong on March 1 6 t h  who are 
now l i v i n g  a t  t h e  model v i l l a g e ?  

A. I cannot  remember. 

Q. Do you know Nguyen Thi  DAY? She l i v e d  i n  My Hoi, 

A. No, I d o n ' t  know h e r .  I t  i s  a very l a r g e  v i l l a g e .  
There a r e  ove r  a hundred people .  I could l i s t  o v e r  a hundred 
people  's names. 

Q Were you o u t  f i s h i n g  wi th  any fisher'men who w e r e  
p icked  up by s w i f t b o a t s  o r  navy b o a t s  t h a t  day? 

A. , No, I d i d n ' t  see any people  cap tured .  

Q Did you h e a r  about  a hundred people ,  i n -
c l u d i n g  women and c h i l d r e n ,  were k i l l e d  i n  My Hoi d u r i n g  t h e  
ope ra t ion?  

A. NO, I have n o t  heard  about  it. 
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Q- Do you know t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  anyone who was k i l l e d  
du r ing  t h e  ope ra t ion?  

A. Y e s .  

Q* P l e a s e  make a l i s t  o f  t h e  names and l i s t  t h e i r  
ages  i f  you can. 

(The wi tness  d i d  a s  reques ted .  L i s t  made by MR AM 
was 	n o t  e n t e r e d  i n t o  evidence.)  

(The h e a r i n g  r ecessed  a t  1345 hours ,  4 January 
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., 

WITNESS: BA, D o  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 31  December 1969 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: J o i n t  United S t a t e  P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  
O f f i c e ,  Quang Ngai C i t y ,  Republic o f  Vietnam. 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

LOCATION ON 16 MARCH 1968: Res iden t  o f  Xom Lang, Republic 
o f  Vietnam. 

DESCRIPTION BY THE WITNESS OF THE EVENTS I N  THE 
VILLAGE ON 16 MARCH 1 96 8.  

a. The l o c a t i o n  o f  h i s  f ami ly ,  

H i s  sisters, Do Thi LANG, Do Thi HUONG, Do hi 
DIUE, Do Thi HEE, and Do Thi  X I ,  ages  12 ,  9, 7 ,  5 ,  and 2 
r e s p e c t i v e l y  were v i s i t i n g  f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs .  1, 
2 ) .  H i s  f a t h e r ,  Do CAM, and h i s  mother,  Nguyen hi TAY, 
w e r e  a t  work a s  c u t l e r s  i n  Truong An (pg.  2 ) .  H e  was a lone  
i n  t h e  house a t  t h e  t i m e  (pg.  2) . H e  .das 15 y e a r s  o l d  (pg.1). 

b. The a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  American s o l d i e r s .  

He hea rd  t h e  s o l d i e r s  come a t  0600  h o u r s ,  about  s i x  
minutes a f t e r  he  heard  a r t i l l e r y  (pg.  2), which landed w e s t  
o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  and a l s o  h i t  t h e  pagoda (pg.  3 ) .  He r an  t o  
a s h e l t e r  o u t s i d e  of  h i s  house (pg.  2 ) ,  from which he  s a w  
e i g h t  s o l d i e r s  approach from t h e  wes t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  f i r i n g  
a s  they  came (pg. 3 ) .  They were Negro and wh i t e  and he d i d  
n o t  remember anyone be ing  i n  charge (pg. 3 ) .  The s o l d i e r s  
were burn ing  a l l  of t h e  houses (pg.  3 ) ,  and he saw them shoo t  
two o f  h i s  cows (pg.  3 ) .  They t h e n  s e i z e d  him and some o t h e r  
people  and took them t o  a s p o t  sou th  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg .4 ) .  
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c. Bodies i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

The only bodies  he s a w  were e i g h t  bodies  l y i n g  
along the road (See Exhib i t  L i s t ,  i n f r a )  (pg. 5)  . 

d. The a c t i v i t i e s  south of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A l l  e i g h t  s o l d i e r s  took t h e  group t o  t h e  south.  H e  
d i d  n o t  remember anyone be ing  i n  charge of  t h e  group (pg.4).  
They were ga thered  a t  p o i n t  # 3  ( ~ x h i b i tP-162). There were 
about 100 people i n  t h e  group. They s a t  f o r  h a l f  an hour 
and then while  t h e  same e i g h t  s o l d i e ~ s w e r ep r e s e n t ,  two o f  
them began shoot ing  t h e  group (pg. 6 )  . The two f i r i n g  w e r e  
about t h e  s i z e  of S p e c i a l i s t  Brown ( t h e  c o u r t  r e p o r t e r ) .  
One was white  and one was a Negro (pg. 7 ) .  The wi tness  w a s  
wounded i n  t h e  hand and neck, l o s t  conciousness,  and when 
he recovered he went t o  t h e  b s p i t a l  a t  Truong An (pg.7) ,  
where he remained f o r  two months a f t e r  they amputated h i s  
f i n g e r s  (pg. 8 )  . H i s  s i s t e r s  were n o t  i n j u r e d  (pg. 8) . 
He knew nothing about t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  any graves (pg. 9 ) .  
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E X H I B I T S  

NUMEER 

P-40 

DESCRIPT'ION 

Miscellan_eous Scene 

NOTES 
'w i tness  i d e n t i f i e d  
Do B E ,  Do PHU, and 
Ba  XG. 

PAGES 

A e r i a l  photo l o c a t i o n  o f  h i s  
home. Witness 
marked t h e  l o c a t i o n  
o f  h i s  k i l l e d  cows. 

l o c a t i o n  o f  e i g h t  
-bodies a lonq t h e  
road  and i d e n t i f i e d  
them a s  Do PHO, 
BICH, XO, Do BE, 
t h e  d a u s h t e r  o f  t h e  
hamlet  c h i e f .  
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Unsworn s tatement  of Do BA w a s  taken a t  t h e  
J o i n t  United S t a t e s  Publ ic  A f f a i r s  O f f i c e ,  Quang Ngai 
C i ty ,  Republic of Vietnam, 31 December 1969. The ques t ions  
were posed t o  MR BA by MR WALSH. Also p r e s e n t  was MAJ 
David D. DANTZSCHER who ac ted  as  i n t e r p r e t e r .  A l l  of 
the  ques t ions  were t r a n s l a t e d  by MAJ DANTZSCHER i n t o  
Vietnamese and a l l  of t h e  answers by MR BA were t r a n s l a t e d  
i n t o  Eng l i sh  by MAJ DANTZSCHER. 

MR WALSH: What i s  your name? 

A. My name i s  Do BA. 

Q W i l l  you p lease  mark t h e  l o c a t i o n  of your home 
wi th  t h e  l e t t e r  A on t h e  photograph? This  i s  t h e  pagoda 
here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 

(The witness  marked as  requested on Exh ib i t  P-162.) 

Q Were you i n  Xom Lang on t h e  morning o f  16 March 
1968 when t h e  American s o l d i e r s  came i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, I was. 

Q Who e l s e  was a t  your house a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A.  There w a s  only my family t h e r e  with me. 

Q- What w e r e  t h e i r  names? 

A. My f a t h e r ,  Do CAM, and my mother, Nguyen Thi 
TAY . 

' Q- How o l d  was your mother, and how o l d  was your 
f a t h e r ?  

A. My f a t h e r  was 42 and my mother was 40 years  o ld .  

Q: How o l d  were you a t  the time? 

A. 15 yea r s  o l d  a t  t h a t  t ime.  

9- Did you have any b ro the r s  and s i s t e r s  wi th  you 
a t  t h a t  time? I f  s o ,  p lease  s t a t e  t h e i r  names and ages. 
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A .  My younger s i s t e r s :  Do Thi LANG, 1 2  years  o l d ;  
Do Thi HUONG, 9 y e a r s  o l d ;  Do Thi D I E U ,  7 years  o l d ;  Do Thi 
HUE, 5 years  o ld ;  and Do Thi X I ,  2 years  o l d .  

Q What time was it when you f i r s t  heard t h e  
s o l d i e r s  come? 

A .  It was 6 o 'c lock  i n  t h e  morning. 

Q. Did you hear  a i r c r a f t  and a r t i l l e r y  before  t h e  
s o l d i e f s  came? 

A .  Y e s .  

Q How long before  you saw t h e  s o l d i e r s  d i d  you h e a r  
t h e  a r t i l l e r y ?  

A .  Only 6 minutes. 

Q What d i d  you do when you f i r s t  heard i t ?  Did 
you leave  your house o r  d i d  you s t a y  i n  your house? 

A. I ran i n t o  a s h e l t e r  ou t s ide  my house. 

Q Was a l l  of  your family with you i n  t h e  s h e l t e r ?  

A.  I was a lone ,  by myself. My mother and f a t h e r  had 
gone t6 work. My s i s t e r s  were away s t a y i n g  wi th  f r i e n d s  
throughout the  v i l l a g e .  

Q Where were your mother and f a t h e r  working? 

A.  My mother and f a t h e r  went t o  work i n  Truong An 
a l i t t l e  before  6 o 'c lock  leaving  me a t  home by myself and 
my s i s t e r s  with f r i e n d s  throughout t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Did they  go t o  work i n  Truong An? 

A.  Yes. 

Q What kind of work d i d  they do i n  Truong An? 

A. They worked a s  c u t l e r s .  They sharpened t o o l s .  
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Q. Where were you when you f i r s t  saw t h e  s o l d i e r s ?  

A. I w a s  i n  t h e  s h e l t e r  ou t s ide  my house. 

Q *  How many s o l d i e r s  d id  you see? 

A. Eight .  

Q What d i r e c t i o n  d i d  they come from? 

A. They came from t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  
they came from t h e  west of t h e  v i l l a g e  p a s t  t h e  d ike  and 
i n t o  the v i l l a g e  towards h i s  house) .  

Q Were t h e  s o l d i e r s  f i r i n g  t h e i r  weapons when 
you f i r s t  s a w  them? 

A. Yes, they were f i r i n g ,  advancing and f i r i n g .  

Q Before you saw t h e  s o l d i e r s ,  d i d  you h e a r  any 
a r t i l l e r y  o r  s e e  a r t i l l e r y  h i t t i n g  i n  o r  near  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. The a r t i l l e r y  f i r e d  t o  t h e  west  edge of t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

Q. Did t h e  a r t i l l e r y  h i t  any of t h e  houses i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  t h e  pagoda? 

A. Yes. I saw it damage t h e  pagoda and I d o n ' t  
know how many o t h e r s .  

Q When you f i r s t  saw t h e  s o l d i e r s ,  were they
burning houses ? 

A. Yes, they were. 

Q Were they burning every house, o r  j u s t  some of 
them? 

A. They were burning a l l  of them. 

Q. Did you see any of t h e  s o l d i e r s  shoo t  any l i v e -
s tock?  

3 
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A.. Yes. I saw them shoot two cows. 

Q Were d i d  they shoot  two cows? 

A. They were my c a t t l e .  They s h o t  them about  hege 
( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  l o c a t i o n  on t h e  photo) . 
Q Mark wi th  a  l e t t e r  B t h e  a r s a  where they  s h o t  
t h e  cows. 

(Witness d i d  a s  requested.)  

Q What d i d  t h e  s o l d i e r s  do when they came t o  your
house? 

A.  They s h o t  my cows, then  they s e i z e d  and took me. 

Q When they took you, were you alone o r  were t h e r e  
o t h e r s  t h a t  they took of your neighbors? 

A .  Yes, t h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r s .  I was taken wi th  o t h e r s ,  
i n  a group, by a s o l d i e r  t o  t h i s  po in t  ( i n d i c a t i n g  p o i n t  
south  o£ t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Do you remember what t h e  s o l d i e r  looked l i k e ?  

A. They were both Negro and white  s o l d i e r s .  

Q. I thought  you s a i d  t h e r e  was one s o l d i e r .  Was 
t h e r e  one s o l d i e r  or were they two s o l d i e r s  who took t h e  
group? 

A. There were e i g h t  s o l d i e r s .  

Q Did a l l  e i g h t  go t o  t h e  south of  t h e  v i l l a g e  with 
them? 

A. Yes, a l l  e i g h t ;  

Q Do you remember i f  one of t h e  s o l d i e r s  was i n  
charge of t h e  o t h e r s ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember i f  t h e r e  was o r  n o t .  
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Q When you were going from your house t o  t h e  sou th  
of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  you s e e  any dead bodies? 

A. Yes. 

Q Were they l y i n g  i n  f r o n t  of houses o r  were they
i n  groups? What do you remember about them? 

A. There were e i g h t  bodies l y i n g  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  
along t h e  road. 

9 Mark t h a t  with a l e t t e r  C p lease .  

(Witness marked as d i r e c t e d  on Exh ib i t  P-162.) 

Q. D i d  you recognize any of t h e s e  e i g h t  bodies? 

A.  Yes, they  were Do PHO; a man by t h e  name of B I C H ,  
I d o n ' t  know t h e  family name; an i n d i v i d u a l  by t h e  name of 
XO, I don' t know t h e  family name ; and Do BE, who w a s  t h e  
daughter of t h e  Hamlet Chief. 

Q What was t h e  Hamlet C h i e f ' s  name? 

A. Do NHON was t h e  Hamlet Chief.  I do n o t  know t h e  
o the r s .  

Q Did you recognize any houses a t  t h e  p lace  where 
you saw t h e  bodies ,  po in t  C? 

A. N o ,  I d i d  no t .  

Q. A f t e r  you passed t h e  bodies a t  p o i n t  C ,  d i d  you 
s e e  any o t h e r  dead bodies as  you passed through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No. 

Q. When you reached t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  where 
d i d  you go then?  

A. I was taken t o  an a r e a  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h i s  
p o i n t  number 3 on t h e  map. 
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Q How many people were wi th  you when you got  t o  
p o i n t  3 on t h e  map? 

A .  A hundred peopl'e were gathered a t  t h a t  time. 

Q Were they a l l  i n  one group o r  were they i n  
s e v e r a l  groups? 

A .  They were a11 i n  one group. 

Q. Were they s t and ing  o r  s i t t i n g ?  

A .  A l l  of them were s i t t i n g  down. 

Q - How long d i d  they s i t -down? 

A. About h a l f  an hour.  

Q While you were s i t t i n g  t h e r e ,  d i d  they b r i n g  some 
more people up? 

A .  Yes. 

Q How many s o l d i e r s  were t h e r e ?  

A .  Eight .  

Q The same e i g h t  t h a t  took you through t h e  v i l l a g e  
o r  was it a d i f f e r e n t  e i g h t ?  

A.  The same e i g h t  t h a t  had taken me from my home. 

Q Did you s e e  any o t h e r  s o l d i e r s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
t h a t  day? 

A.  No. 

Q A f t e r  you had been s i t t i n g  f o r  h a l f  an hour ,  what 
happened then? 

A .  Afte r  t h a t  we were sho t .  There were e i g h t  Arneri-
cans p r e s e n t ,  b u t  two Americans d i d  t h e  shoot ing.  
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Q. What d i d  t h e  two Americans look l i k e  t h a t  d i d  
t h e  shoot ing? 

They were about t h e  s i z e  of S p e c i a l i s t  BROWN.A. 
One was Caucasian and one was Negro, 

Q Did one shoot f i r s t ,  and then  t h e  o t h e r  one 
shoot? O r  d i d  they both shoot  a t  t h e  same time? 

A. I d i d n ' t  no t i ce .  I was wounded and d i d n ' t  
no t i ce  how t h e  f i r i n g  occurred. 

Q. Were you s t ruck  by t h e  b u l l e t s ?  

A. Y e s ,  I was wounded. 

Q- Where were you wounded? 

A. I w a s  wounded i n  t h e  hand and t h e  neck. 

Q Were you i n  t h e .  f r o n t  o f  t h e  group o r  were you 
i n  t h e  re ,ar  of t h e  group from t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  s o l d i e r s  
who were shoot ing? 

A. I w a s  i n  the, middle. 

Q What happened next?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember anything a f t e r  t h e  shoot ing  took 
place.  

Q. What is  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  you remember a f t e r  t h e  
shoot ing took p lace?  

A.  A f t e r  I regained consciousness ,  I went t o  Truong 
An t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  

Q- By what road d i d  you go? 

A. I took t h e  route  d i r e c t l y  south  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
highway, and then  from t h e r e  t o  Truong An.  

Q. How long d i d  you s t a y  a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  i n  Troung 
An? 
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A. Two months. 

Q Did they  amputate your  f i n g e r s  a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. DQ you know what happened t o  your  s i s t e r s  d u r i n g  
t h e  day of 1 6  March 1968? 

A .  They were n o t  i n j u r e d .  I d o n ' t  know what hap-
pened t o  them, They were n o t  wounded and t h e y  w e r e  n o t  in-
ju red ,  

Q = Can you mark on t h e  map t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  Do N H O N ' s ,  
the H a m l e t  Chief 's , house? 

A. P o i n t  C i s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  H a m l e t  Chief ' s  
house. 

Q ALE r i g h t .  I am showing you a c o l o r  photograph,  
E x h i b i t  P-40C, of a group of women. Do you r ecogn ize  any o f  
t h e  people  i n  t h e  photograph? 

A. DQ BE ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  g i r l  w i t h  t h e  w h i t e  s h i r t  
and b l ack  pants on t h e  extreme l e f t  of t h e  p i c t u r e ) .  

Q. DO you know any of t h e  o t h e r s ?  

A. Do  PHV ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  b a l d  l ady  t o  t h e  r e a r  of 
t h e  photograph) .  She i s  t h e  mother of t h e  H a m l e t  Chie f .  
The woman in t h e  foreground w i t h  t h e  r e d  s h i r t  i s  B a  XO. 

Q o Does Ba XO l i v ~i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A - She i s  a r e fugee .  

IQ a D i d  you see t h e  bodies  of a l l  o f  t h e s e  people  a t  
point C when yo: w e n t  through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  All. o f  t h e s e  persons  i n  t h i s  p i c t u r e  were dead a t  
p o i n t  C i n  f r o n t  of t h e  Hamlet ~ h i d f' s house.  

Q 1s t h e r e  a w e l l  n e a r  p o i n t  C? 
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A .  There i s  a w e l l  behind t h e  Hamlet C h i e f ' s  house. 

Q. Do you know t h e  l o c a t i o n  of any mass graves  of 
people k i l l e d  on March 16th? 

A. No, I don' t know anyth ing  about a mass grave .  

Q D o  you know t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  any graves  o r  how 
many t h e r e  were? 

A .  I d o n ' t  know how many t h e r e  was o r  where they  a r e  
l o c a t e d .  

Q What k ind  of weather  w a s  it t h a t  day? 

A. It was c l e a r .  

Q- Have you heard t h a t  American s o l d i e r s  k i l l e d  
women and c h i l d r e n  i n  Co Luy hamlet  on t h e  same day t h a t  
t hey  were i n  Xom Lang? 

A. No, I have n o t  heard  anyth ing  about t h a t  and 
I have not heard m y  ru-mors  e i ther ,  

MR WALSH: Okay. T h a t ' s  a l l  I have. Thank you f o r  coming 
i n  today t o  h e l p  us.  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1058  h o u r s ,  31 December 
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SUMMARY O F  TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: BAT, Nguyen 

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 5 January 19 70 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY : P u b l i c  S a f e t y  Detachment, Quang Ngai 
C i t y ,  Republ ic  o f  Vietnam. 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

RESIDENCE ON 16 MARCH 1968: My La i  ( 4 ) .  

1. ASSAULT ON MY LA1. 
The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he f l e d  t o  a bunker some 

200 meters  from h i s  home when he hea rd  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  
and s a w  t h e  U.S. f o r c e s  approach (pgs .  1, 2 )  . H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  he saw a c a p t a i n  and seven Americans s h o o t i n g  people  i n  
t h e  hamlet  (pg.  3 ) .  The members o f  h i s  family  w e r e  seen  
s h o t  by these t r o o p s  (pg. 3) . Another group o f  U.S. f o r c e s  
w a s  s een  f i r i n g  h i s  house about  an hour  l a t e r  (pgs .  4 ,  5 ) .  

2. AFTERMATH OF THE ASSAULT. 

The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  h e  b u r i e d  t h e  remains o f  h i s  
fami ly  a t  h i s  home (pgs.  5 ,  6) . 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION -- NOTES PAGES 

P - 1 6 0  A e r i a l  photo' of My I' S h o w n  t o  w i t n e s s  
L a i  ( 4 )  and m a r k e d .  1 -4  
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Unsworn s ta tement  of  Nguyen BAT was taken  a t  Pub l i c  
Safe ty  Detachment, Quang Ngai C i ty ,  Republic of  Vietnam, on 
5 January 1970. The ques t ions  were posed t o  MR BAT 
by MR WALSH. Also p r e sen t  was.MAJ David D. DANTZSCHER who 
ac ted  as  i n t e r p r e t e r .  A l l  ques t ions  were t r a n s l a t e d  by MAJ 
DANTZSCHER i n t o  Vietnamese, and a l l  answers by MR BAT 
were t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  Engl ish  by MAJ DANTZSCHER. 

MR WALSH: What i s  your name? 

A.  Nguyen BAT. 

Q How o l d  a r e  YOU? 

A. Forty-two y e a r s  o ld .  

Q Have you l i v e d  a l l  o f  your l i f e  i n  Tu Cung? 

A. Y e s ,  I l i v e  i n  Xom Lan'g, w i th in  Tu Cung 
H a m l e t .  

Q Were you p re sen t  i n  Xom Lang on t h e  morning o f  
March 16 th ,  1968, when t h e  Americans came? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Were you i n  your house a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. Y e s .  

Q W i l l  you p l ea se  mark wi th  t h e  l e t t e r  C t h e  
l oca t i on  o f  your house? 

(The wi tness  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of h i s  
house by marking t h e  l e t t e r  .C on Exhib i t  P-160. ) 

Q 
f i r e ?  

What d i d  you do when you f i r s t  heard  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  

A. I went t o  ano ther  a r ea .  

Q. To what o t h e r  a r e a  d i d  you go? 

A. I went t o  ano ther  area about  200 meters away. 

Q- Was t h e r e  a bunker or s h e l t e r  t h e r e ?  
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A. Y e s ,  a bunker. 

Q. W i l l  you mark wi th  a D t h e  p l ace  where the 
bunker was? That  would be on ly  about  100 meters. A r e  
you s u r e  t h a t ' s  t h e  r i g h t  p lace?  

A. Y e s ,  t h e  bunker was about  200 meters. 

Q About 200 meters? Then it should  be f a r t h e r  
down he re ,  because t h e  s c a l e  o f  t h i s  p i c t u r e  is  about  1 
inch  t o  100 meters. 

(The w i tne s s  marked t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  bunker 
wi th  t h e  l e t t e r  D on Exh ib i t  P-160.) 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Was anyone wi th  you when you went 
t o  t h e  bunker? 

A. The Americans came, an Americhn c a p t a i n .  

Q- No. I mean when you -- d i d  you go from your
house down t o  t h e  bunker be fore  you saw t h e  Americans. 

A. When I saw t h e  Americans coming, I went t o  t h e  
bunker. 

Q* Did you h ide  i n  t h e  bunker? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Was your family  wi th  you i n  t h e  bunker? 

A. No. 

Q. Did t h e  Americans make you come o u t  o f  t h e  
bunker? 

A. The Americans d i d  n o t  see m e .  

Q - How do you.know t h a t  you saw an m r i c a n  
cap t a in?  

A. I ran  and h i d  from t h e  ~ m e r i c a n s .  

Q* But I thought  you s a i d  you saw an American 
c a p t a i n ,  and I want t o  know how you knew he was a c ap t a in?  
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A. I looked from t h e  bunker and saw him. 

Q. You lookEd from t h e  bunker. 

A. Yes. 

Q. How many Americans d i d  you see?  

A. E ight .  

Q. What were t h e  Americans doing when you saw them? 

A. When I saw t h e  Americans they were coming and 
shoot ing  people i n  the '  hamlet. 

Q. Did they  shoot  people i n  your family? 

A. Yes, i n  my family. 

Q. How many people i n  your family?. 

A. Eleven. 

Q- Did you s e e  them shoot  a l l  11 i n  your family? 

A. Yes. 

9. What p o s i t i o n  were t h e  Americans i n  when they s h o t  
t h e  11 members of your family? W i l l  you p lease  show on t h e  
p i c t u r e ?  

A. The Americans came from t h i s  way ( i n d i c a t i n g  by 
re fe rence  t o  Exh ib i t  P-160 from t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
toward t h e  n o r t h e a s t  co rne r  t o  t h e  p o i n t  marked C ) .  

Q =  And then what happened? Where were t h e  11 members 
of  your family when t h e  Americans s h o t  them? 

(Witness i n d i c a t e d  t h e  p o i n t  numbered C on ~ x h i b i t  
P-160) 


Q..  Did j u s t  one American shoot  them, o r  d i d  more than  
one American shoot  them? 

A. I s a w  e i g h t  Americans coming, bu t  I do no t  know 
how many o f  them s h o t .  

Q =  Did you s t a y  hidden a t  t h e  p o i n t  marked D u n t i l  
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e r  t h e  Americans had l e f t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q- Did you see any Americans shoot  anyone else whi le  
you w e r e  h i d i n g  a t  p o i n t  D? 

A. I saw t h e  Americans come t o  my house ( i n d i c a t i n g  
a r e a  marked C on E x h i b i t  P-160) and k i l l  i n  my house and 
come t o  t h i s  house. 

Q. Did you see t h e  Americans t a k e  a group of people  
ac ross  t h e s e  paddy f i e l d s  toward t h i s  d i t c h  ove r  here?  

A .  I saw somebody dead he re ,  b u t  I d i d  n o t  see t h e  
Americans do it. 

Q. Did you see a s i n g l e  h e l i c o p t e r  come down and 
l a n d  i n  t h i s  a r e a  wh i l e  you were h i d i n g  a t  p o i n t  B? 

A. No. 


Q- How long d i d  you s t a y  h i d i n g  i n  t h e  bunker? 


A. About 5 hours .  


Q- T h a t ' s  a l l ,  5 hours? 


A. Y e s .  

Q =  What d i d  you do a f t e r  t h e  Americans l e f t ?  

A. A f t e r  t h e  Americans l e f t ,  I came o u t  of bunker,  
and came t o  see my family . 
Q. Was your  house burned? 

A .  Yes, burned. Two groups o f  Americans came t o  my 
house. 

9- Two groups? 

A. Yes, two groups.  The f i r s t  group came t o  s h o o t ,  
and t h e  second group came t o  burn t h e  house. 

Q- Did you have any l i v e s t o c k  o r  animals t h a t  were 
s h o t ?  
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A. 	 My e i g h t  c h i l d r e n  were burned. 

Q. 	 Your e i g h t  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  burned? 

A. 	 Y e s .  

iQ. Were your e i g h t  c h i l d r e n  s h o t  b e f o r e  they  were 

burned? 


A. 	 Y e s ,  s h o t  f i r s t ,  then  burned. 

Q. 	 Were they  s h o t  i n  t h e  house,  and then  t h e  house 
, 	 ,burned down on t h e i r  bodies?  Is t h a t  what happened? O r  were 

they o u t s i d e  t h e  house? 

A. They s t ayed  o u t s i d e  of t h e  house,  and t r o o p s  came 
t o  burn t h e  house. 

Q - 	 How long was it between t h e  t i m e  t h e  f i r s t  group 
came and s h o t  t h e  people and t h e  second group came and burned 
t h e  house? How long  w e r e  t h e  t i m e s  between those  two groups? 

A. 	 About 1 hour. 

Q. A f t e r  you camE o u t  of t h e  bunker where you were 
h id ing ,  d i d  you go ac ross  t h e  paddy f i e l d s  t o  an i r r i g a t i o n  
d i t c h  and s e e  bod ies  i n  t h e  i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h ?  Did you go 
ove r  t h a t  way? 

I d i d  n o t  s e e  them. 

Q - Where d i d  you bury t h e  members of  your  family? 

A t  what l o c a t i o n  d i d  you bury t h e  bodies  of your  family? 


* 
A. 	 I n  Xom Lang. 

a. 	 But where i n  t h e  a rea :  h e r e ,  h e r e ,  o r  here?  Where? 

A. 	 I n  my house. 

Q- Right  i n  t h e  house, you b u r i e d  them r i g h t  i n  t h e  
house? 

A .  	 Right  i n  t h e  house. 

Q. 	 You b u r i e d  them r i g h t  under your  house? 

Yes. The t roops  s h o t ,  and they  d i e d  i n  t h e  house. 
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And t h e  second group came i n  t o  burn  t h e  house s o  t h e  b q d i e s  
burned t h e r e .  

Q- I see. Thank you v e r y  much f o r  coming t o  h e l p  us  
today.  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1 623 h o u r s ,  5 January  1 970 .) 
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SUMMARY O F  TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: CHUC, Do 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 31 December 1969 

PLACE O F  TESTIMONY: J o i n t  Uni ted S t a t e s  P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  O f f i c e ,  
Quang Ngai C i t y ,  Republic o f  Vietnam. 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: Nane 

RESIDENCE ON 16 MARCE 1968: Xom Lang (Thuan Yen o r  My ~ a i( 4 )  ) . 

TESTIMONY. 

A f t e r  marking on E x h i b i t  P-162 t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  v a r i o u s  
hamlets  and v i l l a g e s  (See E x h i b i t  L i s t ,  i n f r a ) ,  t h e  w i t n e s s  
pni.nt..ed out. that My L a i  ( 4 )  w a s  a l s o  c a l l e d  Thuan Yen o r  
Xorn Lang by t h e  people  (pg. 3) . A t  0 6 @ 0 h o u r s ,  on 1 6  March 
1968,  h e ,  h i s  w i f e ,  and s i x  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  e a t i n g  i n  t h e i r  
house when they  hea rd  a i r c r a f t  f l y  around t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
fire machineguns t o  t h e  w e s t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs .  4 ,  5 ) . 
A f t e r  t h e  p l a n e s  s t r a f e d ,  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  came i n  and then  
t h e  p l anes  l e t  o f f  t h e  t r o o p s  (pg.  6 )  . H i s  f ami ly  s t a y e d  
i n  a  s m a l l  t r e n c h  f o r  1 6  minutes ,  u n t i l  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  s topped  
(pgs. 6 ,  7 )  . I n  15 minutes ,  t h r e e  s o l d i e r s  came (pg. 7 ) .  
Two o f  them f o r c e d  him and t h r e e  o f  h i s  s o n s ,  Do DAN, 
Do  T R I N H ,  aged n i n e ,  and Do M U I ,  aged f o u r ,  t o  a s p o t  200 
meters s o u t h  o f  Tu Cung (pgs .  5-8) , where they  were p laced  
i n  a l a r g e  group of  people  (pg. 9 ) .  They s a t  f o r  about  one 
h a l f  h o u r ,  and a t  about  0800  hours  t hey  w e r e  assembled and 
shot w i t h  machineguns by a Negro, wh i l e  t h e  Caucasion s t o o d  
guard (pg.  9 ) .  H e  w a s  s h o t  i n  t h e  f o o t  and h i s  l e g  was 
grazed  (pg.  10)  . H e  and t h e  c h i l d r e n  f e l l  t o  t h e  ground 
(pgs.  10 ,  1 2 ) .  The o t h e r  s o l d i e r  took h i s  w i f e ,  Ha Thi  QUE, 
a long  w i t h  Do Thi DANH, aged t h r e e ,  D o  SON, Do hi HO, aged 
2 4 ,  and h e r  son ,  Nguyen DUC, aged f o u r  t o  a d i t c h  east o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs .  5-8) . There ,  h i s  w i fe  had been wounded 
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(pg. l l ) , and h i s  daugh te r ,  h i s  son ,  and h i s  grandson were 
k i l l e d  a t  t h e  d i t c h  (pg. 1 2 ) .  At about  1000 hours  he 
and t h e  c h i l d r e n  l e f t  f o r  Hoa Binh Hamlet, r e t u r n i n g  t o  
X a m  Lang a t  about  1700 hours  (pg.  1 0 ) .  H e  s a w  no bod ie s  
a long  t h e  road  whi le  coming back up Highway 521 (pg.  13) . 
I n  t h e  hamle t ,  everyone l i v i n g  was gone, and t h e r e  were 
people  d igg ing  a mass grave .  He and h i s  w i f e  b rought  t h e i r  
dead c h i l d r e n  t o  be  b u r i e d  (pgs .  11, 12) . 
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EXHIBITS 
. . 

EXHIBIT 

NUMBER DESCRIPTION-- NOTES PAGES 

it marked t h e  I-
I -
I 

oa,  and Binh Dong./ 
I I 1 1 , 2

b i t  marked #1f o r  f 
I ( the l o c a t i o n  of h is1  -

i 4 
W i t  marked # 2  f o r  
t h e  l o c a t i o n  of 
Do H O A I 1 s  house. 

4 
W i t  marked # 2  f o r  
t h e  location o f  -
where he and h i s  
t h r e e  sons were 
taken.  

9 
W i t  marked # 4 *  f o r  
che l o c a t i o n  of the' 
mass grave.  

11 
1 	 W i t  marked # 5  f o r  ,11 

t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  
t r ench  where hls 
wife  and o t h e r s  
were s h o t .  

I 	 I ' 1 11 
l W l t  markea # b  t o r  I 
t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  t h  
Pagoda, I 
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. Unsworn s ta tement  of Do CHUC was taken a t  t h e  J o i n t  
United S t a t e s  Pub l i c  A f f a i r s  Of f i ce ,  Quang Ngai C i t y ,  Republ'ic 
of Vietnam, on 31 Dtcember 1969. The ques t ions  were posed t o  
MR CHUC by MR WALSH. Also p r e s e n t  was M A J  DAVID D. DANTZ-
SCHER who a c t e d  as i n t e r p r e t e r .  A l l  of the  ques t ions  were 
t r a n s l a t e d  by MAJ DANTZSCHER i n t o  Vietnamese and a l l  of t h e  
answers by MR CHUC were t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  English by MAJ 
DANTZSCHER. 

MR WALSH: What is  your name? 

A. My name i s  D o  CHUC. 

Q. Looking a t  t h e  a e r i a l  photograph can you show m e  

where t h e  hamlet of  Tu Cung is  loca ted?  


A. There i s  Xom Lang Hamlet. 

Q Is Xom Lang also c a l l e d  Thuan Yen? 

A. Xom Lang and Thuan Yen a r e  the  same. 

Q. D o  you know where Binh Tay i s  on t h e  p i c t u r e ?  

A. Iiexe, t h i s  i s  Binh Tay H a m l e t  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , 

This i s  Binh Tay Dong H a m l e t  over  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ).. There 

are houses i n  t h i s  hamlet bu t  you can n o t  s e e  them on the  

photograph. 


Q. W i l l  you p lace  a 1 a t  Thuan Yen o r  Xom Lang? 

(The wi tness  d i d  as requested.  The a e r i a l  photograph 
w a s  l a t e r  e n t e r e d  i n t o  e v i d e n c e . a s  Exhib i t  P-162.) 

Q - W i l l  you d r a w  a c i r c l e  around Binh Tay? 

(Witness d i d  as requested.)  

Q. Now Truong An? 

(Witness d i d  as reques ted , )  

A. There i s  an i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 

I t  ends h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
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Q- I only want you t o  mark Truong An. Do you have 
another  name f o r  Truong An? 

No, t h e r e  i s  no o t h e r  name f o r  it, 
I t  i s  800 meters from Tu Cung t o  Truong An. 

Q. From what? 

A, From Tu Cung t o  Truong An i s  700 meters.  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  

A, I t  i s  700 meters  by t h e  k i lometer  walking on t h e  
road, b u t  it i s  a c t u a l l y  300 meters s t r a i g h t - l i n e  d i s t a n c e  from 
h e r e  t o  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  Thuan Yen t o  Truong An). 

Q - W i l l  you draw a c i r c l e  around Truong An? 

A. I t  i s  bordered by the  r i v e r .  

Q W i l l  you mark j u s t  t h e  p o r t i o n  t h a t  i s  shown on 
the  photo? 

(The wi tness '  d i d  as  requested.)  

Q. Is a l l  of t h i s  a r e a  Truong An ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

A, Yes. 

Q Is t h i s  a r e a  considered Truong An ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

A. This l i n e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  i s  considered t h e  d i v i d i n g  
l i n e  between what i s  considered Tu Cung and Truong An. 

Q. I see .  I want t o  know what you a r e  doing before  
you mark it on t h e  photo map; s o  wa i t  a minute, p l ease .  

A. The s u b v i l l a g e s  make up the  v i l l a g e .  

Q Yes. Next, where i s  Truong Hoa? Truong Hoa 
should be this p a r t  over i n  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

I t  is  r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
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Q. Would you c i r c l e  it, please .  Before you c i r c l e  
t h a t ,  where i s  Binh Dong? 

A. 	 Binh Dong i s  up h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q - Okay. We were t o l d  t h a t  Truong Hoa was he re  i n  
t h i s  a r e a  by t h e  o l d  pagoda. 

A. 	 I am s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  up here  is  Truong Hoa. 

Q. 	 Okay. Please c i r c l e  Binh Dong? 

(The witness  d i d  a s  requested.  ) 

Q. Is t h i s  p a r t  of Truong Hoa, o r  is  Truong Hoa com-
p l e t l e y  o f f  the photo? 

A. Yes, t h i s  i s  p a r t  of Troung Hoa. I am n o t  a b l e  t o  
f i rmly  d i s c e r n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. 	 Okay. 

A. 	 The a r e a  j u s t  below Binh Dong is New Binh Dong. 

Q- W i l l  you draw a c i r c l e  around anything t h a t  is 
considered Binh Dong? 

A. I d o n ' t  know exac t ly  what is  included.  

Q- Okay. Is t h i s  New Binh Dong here?  

A. 	 Yes. These two a reas  belong t o  t h i s  s o  a c t u a l l y .  

(The witness  drew a c i r c l e  around the  a rea  t h a t  he 
considered t o  be included i n  Binh Dong.) 

Q- Have you ever  heard t h i s  hamlet ( i n d i c a t i n g  My Lai  
( 4 )  ) r e f e r r e d  t o  as Thuan Yen? 

A. 	 Yes. 

Q. 	 Who c a l l s  it Thuan Yen, and who c a l l s  it Xom Lang? 

A. They c a l l  it both,  and t h e r e  i s  no p a r t i c u l a r  group 
t h a t  c a l l s  it e i t h e r .  
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Q- Is t h e r e  any o t h e r  name f o r  Binh Tay? 

A. Both Binh Tay and Binh Dong a r e  known by no o t h e r  
names. However, Thuan Yen i s  known a l s o  as  Xam Lang. 

Q How about Troung An? Is t h a t  known by any o t h e r  
name? 

A, I n  a n c i e n t  t imes it was a l s o  known a s  Chu Thi. 

Q Does anybody, now, use such anc ien t  names f o r  those 
v i l l a g e s ?  

A. NO, never. 

Q. Were .you . p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of Xorn Lang on t h e  
morning of March 16 th  when the  American s o l d i e r s  came? 

A.  Yes. 

Q. Where were ,you,  i n  your house? 

A ,  My wife and I were e a t i n g  a t  our house. 

Q. W i l l  you mark t h e  l o c a t i o n  of your house p lease?
Mark it with t h e  number 1. 

N 
(Witness d i d  a s  reques ted . )  93 

Q. Now w i l l  you mark t h e  house of M r .  Do HOAI wi th  t h e  
number 2,  p lease?  

(Witness d i d  as  requested.  ) 

Is D o  H O A I ' s  house about 75 meters away from yours? 

A, Close. 

Q. Okay, very good. 

A .  During t h e  time t h a t  I went t o  the  v i l l a g e  with 
M r .  FEHER he took photographs and I pointed ou t  these  th ings  
on t h e  ground. 
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Q Was anyone e l s e  with you when you were e a t i n g
b r e a k f a s t  wi th  your wife when the  Americans came? 

A. Yes, my c h i l d r e n  were t h e r e  a l s o .  A t  6 o 'c lock  
i n  t h e  morning an a i r c r a f t  flew around t h e  v i l l a g e  and f i r e d  
machineguns i n  the  a r e a  t o  t h e  w e s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q How many of your r e l a t i v e s  were t h e r e ?  

A. There was myself ,  my wi fe ,  and my s i x  c h i l d r e n ,  

Q - What was your w i f e ' s  name? 

A, Ha Thi QUE, 

9- Did QUE have another  house o r  d i d  she l i v e  i n  your 
house? 

She l i v e d  i n  my house. 

What were t h e  names of your s i x  ch i ld ren?  

A. There were four  boys. One was 4 years  o ld ;  one 
w a s  3 years  o ld ;  one was 9 yea r s  o ld ;  and one was 1 4  years  o ld .  

Q I w i l l  g ive  you t h e i r  names and ages a s  w e  have 
them and ask you t o  confirm them. Your son,  Do TANH, is  he 1 0  
yea r s  o ld?  

A. H e  is  1 4  y e a r s  o ld .  A t  t h a t  time he was no t  p resen t .  
H e  w a s  ou t  t a k i n g  c a r e  of the  c a t t l e .  

Q. Okay. How about Do TRINH; 10 yea r s  o ld?  

A. H e  was 9 yea r s  o ld .  


P- Okay. Was he p resen t?  


A. Y e s ,  he w a s  p r e s e n t  then;  and he is now a t  t h e  new 
hanilet, 

Q. How about Do MUI; 4 y e a r s  o ld?  

A. Yes, he w a s  p resen t .  
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Q. How about Do Thi DANH; is  he 3 y e a r s  old?' 

A. Y e s ,  he w a s  p resent .  


Q - How about Do Thi HO; 25 yea r s  o ld?  


A. She was 24 y e a r s  o l d  and she had a l i t t l e  boy 4 
yea r s  o ld .  She w a s  k i l l e d  i n  the  opera t ion .  

Q. The l i t t l e  boy was DUC? 

A. Yes, DUC was h e r  ch i ld .  

Q - W a s  he p r e s e n t  a l s o ?  

A. Yes, they were p resen t .  

Q. Was HO married? 

A. Yes, she was married t o  a s o l d i e r .  

Q. TO an ARVN s o l d i e r ?  

A. Yes, he was an ARVN s o l d i e r  and he was s t a t i o n e d  
f a r  o f f .  CV 

V) 

0- I f  you were i n  your house, how d id  you know t h a t  
the  a r t i l l e r y  was f i r i n g  a t  the  west s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

w 
A. The p lanes  came and s t r a f e d ,  and then t h e  a r t i l l e r y  v) 

came. Then the  p lanes  came and l e t  o f f  the  t roops .  I could 
t e l l  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  from t h e  sound. 

Q. Did you s t a y  a t  your house throughout t h i s ?  

A. There was a small  t rench  ou t s ide  t h a t  we ran  t o  
when we heard the  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  

9. How long d i d  you s t a y  i n  the  t r ench?  

A. About 15 minutes. W e  go t  o u t  of t h e  t r ench  a f t e r  
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  had stopped f i r i n g .  

8- How long d i d  you s t a y  i n  t h e  t r ench?  
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A. F i f t e e n  minutes. 

Q- What happened then? A f t e r  15 minutes what d id  
you do? 

A,  I n  15 minutes the  s o l d i e r s  came and forced  me and 
my family t o  go t o  t h i s  spot .  

Q - To go t o  what spo t?  

A. They forced  me t o  go t o  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  about 200 
meters south  of Tu Cung. Me and t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  were taken t o  
t h i s  spo t .  My wife  and t h e  o t h e r s  were taken t o  t h i s  s p o t  
east of the.  v i l l a g e .  

t 

Q- How many s o l d i e r s  came t o  your house? 

A. Three s o l d i e r s .  

Q - Did the  t h r e e  s o l d i e r s  t ake  you t o  t h i s  p lace ,  o r  
d i d  only one of them take you t o  t h i s  place? 

A. Two. There were o t h e r  s o l d i e r s  coming from o t h e r  
p a r t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  bu t  two s o l d i e r s  took me and my t h r e e  
c h i l d r e n  here.  One s o l d i e r  took my wi fe ,  and t h e  r e s t  of the  
c h i l d r e n  were taken over here.  

Q - W i l l  you make a  mark with a 3 t h e  p lace  where the  
s o l d i e r s  took you ? 

(The witness  d i d  a s  reques ted . )  

Where d i d  you t ake  t h e  photograph when you went 
wi th  M r .  FEHER? 

A, . . Here. 

Q - There a r e  r u i n s  of houses t h e r e .  The photo w a s  
taken nor th  of the  r u i n s  of the  houses? 

A, Yes, up here .  

Q - How d i d  you know t h a t  t h e  one s o l d i e r  took your 
wi fe  and t h r e e  ch i ld ren  i n  t h e  o t h e r  d i r e c t i o n ?  
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A. We were l e d  i n  a column and then s p l i t  up. 

Q - What were t h e  names of the  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  went wi th  
you t o  t h e  p o i n t  marked 3? 

s 

A. Do DAN, Do TRINH,  and Do M U I .  The ones t h a t  were 
taken with my wife  were Do SON, Do Thi DANH, Do Thi HO, and 
Nguyen DUC. 

Q. The record  should note  t h a t  t h i s  l as t  group of 
names i n d i c a t e s  those t h a t  had been taken toward t h e  d i t c h  
r a t h e r  than  o u t  on t h e  t r a i l  where the  wi tness  was taken. 

A. Do T I N H  was t ak ing  c a r e  of the  c a t t l e  i n  t h e  
mountains. 

Q. The one o t h e r  daughter HO and the  grandchi ld  went 
t o  t h e  d i t c h .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. My wife  and a number of o t h e r s  w e r e  taken o u t  and 
sho t  t o  death i n  t h i s  d i t c h  e a s t  of the  v i l l a g e .  Do Thi HO; 
Nguyen DUC, 4 y e a r s  o ld ;  and Nguyen Thi TRUC, 67 yea r s  o l d ,  
were i n  the  d i t c h .  They assembled the  people i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
and s h o t  them. e 

W9 

Q. In  a d d i t i o n  t o  your wife ,  HO, and DUC, who e l s e  was 
taken from your house i n  the  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  d i t c h ?  

?.d 
3

A. Do Thi DANH and Do SON were a l s o  taken t o  the  d i t c h .  
The o t h e r  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  were with me. 

Q- How long d i d  you s t a y  t h e r e  a f t e r  you g o t  t o  p o i n t  3? 

A. About h a l f  an hour. 

Q .  Did you s t and  up o r  s i t  down? 

A ,  We s a t  down . 
Q* Were t h e r e  many o t h e r s  t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, t h e r e  were dead persons the re .  They assembled 
us and s h o t  us.  

Q .  When you were t h e r e  and you were s i t t i n g  with your 
t h r e e  boys, was t h a t  a l l  t h a t  were t h e r e :  you and your t h r e e  

ch i ldren?  
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A. They w e r e  assembled i n  the  v i l l a g e  and s p l i t  up. 
Some were taken  t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e  o t h e r s  were 
taken south.  There was a g r e a t  number of them, I cou ldn ' t  
count them, along with me and my t h r e e  sons. There were a 
number of s o l d i e r s  and people from the  v i l l a g e  a t  t h a t  s p o t .  

Q Af te r  you had been s i t t i n g  down f o r  h a l f  an hour ,  
what happened next?  

A. Some were s t and ing  and some were s i t t i n g .  

Q. Okay. 

A. A f t e r  about h a l f  an hour w e  were assembled and s h o t  
wi th  machineguns. 

Q. Who d id  t h e  shoot ing? 

A. A Negro about the  s i z e  of Major DANTZSCHER d i d  t h e  
shooting. There was only one s o l d i e r  t h a t  shot .  

Q. Were Were  any o t h e r  s o l d i e r s  p resen t?  

A, There was two s o l d i e r s ;  one of them s h o t ,  and t h e  
o t h e r  one w a s  j u s t  p r e s e n t ,  

Q. Was it t h e  black one t h a t  sho t?  

A, There were two s o l d i e r s ,  one Negro and one Caucasian. 
The Negro had t h e  machinegun. The v i l l a g e r s  were very scared  
and were pleading with the  s o l d i e r s  not  t o  do anything t o  them. 
The Caucasian s o l d i e r ,  who was s t and ing  guard, d i d  nothing. 
He was hold ing  h i s  r i f l e  on us ,  and t h e  Negro s o l d i e r  opened 
up with t h e  machinegun. 

Q- W a s  t h e r e  any d i scuss ion  o r  argument between t h e  
s o l d i e r s  before  the  shoot ing? 

A. There was no d i scuss ion .  They d i d n ' t  say anything. 
The Caucasian was s tanding  about 1 0  meters from t h e  Negro when 
he opened f i r e .  

Q. Were you s t r u c k  by a b u l l e t ?  
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A .  I was s h o t  i n  the  f o o t  and I f e l l  down. There 
were many ch i ld ren  t h a t  were crying.  I was grazed on t h e  l e g  
a l so .  We were s h o t  down and we were l y i n g  over one another .  

Q .  You were l y i n g  here  and you were covered with 
bodies ,  Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A.  Yes. Af te r  I w a s  s h o t  I f e l l  down and I was l y i n g  
i n  t h e  r i c e  f i e l d  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) . I was s h o t  a t  about 8 
o 'c lock .  I remained t h e r e  u n t i l  about 1 0  o ' c lock  when t h e  
Americans l e f t .  Then, I l e f t .  

Q - Whish way d i d  you go when you l e f t ?  

A. I went down the  t r a i l  t o  Highway 521 and then  i n  
t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of Quang Ngai City t o  Hoa Binh H a m l e t .  

Q. When d i d  you r e t u r n  t o  Xom Lang? 

A.  I r e tu rned  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  about 5 o ' c lock  i n  
t h e  evening. CO 

Id? 
Q .  What r o u t e  d i d  you take t o  come back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  I re tu rned  up Highway 521 and then up t h e  t r a i l  N
leading  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  r) 

Q. When you go t  t o  p o i n t  3 shown on the  map, how 
many bodies  d i d  you s e e ?  

A. Bodies were a l l  over the  p lace .  I c o u l d n ' t  count 
them, 

Q.  Were t h e r e  more than l o ?  

A. The whole a r e a  from over t h e r e  t o  over here  ( indi -
c a t i n g )  was covered with bodies .  There were bodies  s c a t t e r e d  
a l l  over the  place.  There were a l o t  more than  10 .  

Q . More than  10. More than 100? 

A .  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l .  

Q e  When you reached po in t  3 ,  was anybody a l i v e  i n  t h a t  
a rea?  Did you t a l k  t o  anybody? 
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A. A t  5 o 'c lock  when I re tu rned ,  a l l  of those t h a t  
were s t i l l  l i v i n g  were gone. Only t h e  dead were l e f t .  

Q - So t h e r e  was no one a l i v e  t h e r e ,  is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. A l l  of the  l i v i n g  had been removed from the  loca-
t i o n .  

Q - Was anyone burying the  dead? 

A. There were people digging a mass grave.  Three o r  
four  people were digging the  grave. They were both men and 
women digging t h e  grave. 

Q. Do you know t h e  names of any of them? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  know the  names of any of them. The 
persons from Truong An Vi l lage  came over  he re  t o  ca r ry  t h e  
bodies  and bury them. 

Q - The' same day? 

A. Yes. The same day I g o t  back, they were being 
buried.  

Q. W i l l  you mark with t h e  number 4 t h e  l o c a t i o n  where 
t h e  mass grave was being dug? 

A. (Witness d id  as requested.  ) 

Q. Is p o i n t  number 4 t h e  l o c a t i o n  of the  mass grave 
where t h e  people l y i n g  a t  p o i n t  3 were being buried? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. A f t e r - y o u  l e f t  p o i n t  3 ,  where d id  you go? 

A, I went from p o i n t  3 t o  t h e  d i t c h  e a s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
where I found my wife ,  Ha Thi QUE, i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  t r ench  
running east of t h e  v i l l a g e .  She had been wounded i n  t h e  
but tocks.  

Q- Would you mark t h a t  with a 5 p lease?  

(Witness d i d  as  requested .) 
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a .  What d i d  you s e e  a t  p o i n t  5? 

A. I saw a g r e a t  many dead persons.  I c o u l d n ' t  count 
them. 

9. Over how long a s t r e t c h  of the  d i t c h  were the 
dead persons? 

A. Over 20 meters.  


Q b Was t h e r e  water i n  the  d i t c h ?  


A. No, There was no r a i n  so  t h e r e  was no water  i n  
t h e  d i t c h .  However, t h e r e  w a s  blood up t o  t h e  depth of about 
the  h e i g h t  of your ankles .  

Q. What d i d  you do with your wife  a t  t h a t  p o i n t ?  

A. We c a r r i e d  our dead ch i ld ren  t o  be bur ied .  

Q. What were t h e  names of t h e  dead ch i ld ren?  

A. Do Thi HO; Nguyen DUC; Do Thi DANH. 

Q Were any of your ch i ld ren  k i l l e d  a t  p o i n t  3? 3.j
D o  DAN, Do TRINN, and Do M U 1  were with you a t  p o i n t  3 .  7 
What happened t o  them? 

A .  Only I w a s  wounded. They f e l l  down t o  t h e  ground 
and were n o t  h i t .  

Q - Then t h e  t h r e e  children-DAN, T R I N H ,  and MUI--who 
were wi th  you when you were s h o t ,  were not  i n j u r e d .  Is t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A,  Yes .. 

Q. Where d i d  you f i n d  the  t h r e e  chi ldren- DAN, T R I N H ,  
and MUI--when you came back t o  Xom Lang? 

A. They went with me when I l e f t .  


Q - I n  what p a r t  of h e r  body was HO s h o t  by the  s o l d i e r s ?  


APP T-90 

CONFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL 


A. She was s h o t  i n  t h e  head, and t h e  round went 
through t h e  c h i l d .  

Q. I see .  Why do you t e l l  us l i e s  about who d id  
the  shoot ing? When you t a l k e d  t o  M r .  FEHER you t o l d  him 
t h a t  a white m a n  d id  t h e  shooting. Now you t e l l  us t h a t  a 
black man d i d  the  shooting? 

A. I d o n ' t  know which one s h o t  us. I was too  
f r igh tehed  t o  know whether one wore a s t e e i  helmet o r  not .  

Q. When you came from your house t o  p o i n t  3 ,  were 
t h e r e  a l ready many bodies on the road? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t  s e e  any bodies along the  road when 
I g o t  the re .  

Q- Can you f i n d ,  on t h i s  map, t h e  pagoda t h a t  was 
i n  t h e  western p a r t  of Xom Lang? Please  mark with a 6 the  
l o c a t i o n  of t h e  pagoda i n  the  western p a r t  of the  v i l l a g e .  

(Witness d i d  a s  d i r e c t e d . )  

A. There was only one i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Thank you, very much f o r  coming i n  today t o  he lp  
us. 

( ~ e r i a lphotograph a s  marked by Do CHUC with 
numbers 1 through 6 is  en te red  i n t o  evidence as  Exhib i t  P-162 .) 

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1240 hours ,  31 December 1969 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: Pham DAT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 1 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: J o i n t  United S t a t e s  P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  
O f f i c e ,  Quang Ngai C i t y ,  Republic o f  Vietnam. 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

RESIDENCE ON 16 MARCH 1968: Tu Cong H a m l e t  

THE ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a.. The a r t i l l e r y  prep .  

Pham DAT heard  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep  be ing  f i r e d  t o  
t h e  w e s t  o f  X a m  Lang (pg.  1). It d i d  n o t  l a n d  n e a r  h i s  
house which w a s  i n  Tu Cong Hamlet (pgs .  1, 2 ) .  When he  
heard  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  he l e d  h i s  w i f e  and f o u r  c h i l d r e n  t o  t h e  
s h e l t e r  i n  h i s  y a ~ d  (pg. 2 ) .  A f t e r  an hour  t hey  r e t u r n e d  t o  
t h e  house where t hey  s t a y e d  f o r  h a l f  an  hour  (pg. 3 ) .  

b.  Pham DAT's f ami ly  i s  l e d  away. 
B 

A t  t h i s  t ime f i v e  s o l d i e r s  e n t e r e d  h i s  house and 
fo rced  h i s  f ami ly  t o  l e a v e  (pg. 4 )  . The Americans w e r e  
s h o o t i n g  l i v e s t o c k  and s h o t  t h r e e  o f  h i s  cows (pg.  4 ) .  H i s  
house was burned a long  w i t h  a l l  t h e  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  nor th-  
e a s t  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 5 ) .  H i s  f ami ly  w a s  t aken  
t o  a d i t c h  n e a r  a tree l i n e  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  hamlet  
as i n d i c a t e d  by a "2" on E x h i b i t '  P-160 (pgs .  4 ,  5 )  . H e  
s a w  no bod ie s  du r ing  t h i s  t i m e  (pg. 5 ) .  There w e r e  a 
number o f  ~ m e r i c a n s  approximately  150 t o  200 meters  sou th  
of t h e  d i t c h  (pg.  5 ) .  
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c. The s o l d i e r s  f i r e  on Vietnamese i n  t h e  d i t c h .  . 
There were abou t  100 Vietnamese s t a n d i n g  around 

t h e  d i t c h  (pg. 6 ) .  They pleaded w i t h  t h e  Americans n o t  t o  
harm them (pg. 6 ) .  A f t e r  an hour approximately  f i v e  
Caucasian s o l d i e r s  f i r e d  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h  (pgs.  6 ,  7 ) .  
Pham DAT w a s  s h o t  i n  bo th  l e g s  and showed h i s  s c a r s  t o  
M r .  WALSH (pg. 7 )  . He was unconscious u n t i l  1700 t o  
1800 when he w a s  t aken  t o  Quang Ngai h o s p i t a l  by o t h e r  
Vietnamese (pg. 7 ) .  H i s  w i f e  and one y e a r  o l d  c h i l d  
w e r e  k i l l e d  a long  w i t h  e i g h t  of h i s  o t h e r  r e l a t i v e s  
(pgs.  8 ,  9 ) .  Pham DAT n o t i c e d  t h a t  a monk had been 
k i l l e d ,  b u t  he d i d  n o t  see t h e  a c t u a l  shoo t ing  (pg. 9 ) .  
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E X H I B I T  
NUMEEK 

P-160 

EXEIIBITS 

, DESCRIPTION NOTES 
A e r i a l  photo of My Lai  
as annotated by witness  

p o s i t i o n  of 
with "2" .  

-- 

d i t c h  

PAGES 

1,4,5 

I 

I I 
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Unsworn s ta tement  of Pham DAT was taken a t  J o i n t  
un i t ed  S t a t e s  Pub l i c  A£ f a i r s  Off ice ,  Quang Ngai C i t y ,  Republic 
of Vietnam, on 1 January 1970. The ques t ions  were posed t o  
MR DAT by MR WALSH. Also p r e s e n t  was M A J  ,David D. DANTZSCHER 
who ac ted  as  i n t e r p r e t e r .  A l l  of t h e  ques t ions  were t r ans -
l a t e d  by MAJ DANTZSCHER i n t o  Vietnamese and a l l  of t h e  an-
swers by MR DAT were t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  English by MAJ DANTZSCHER. 

MR WALSH: 	 What is  your name? 

A. 	 Pham DAT. 

Q-	 Where do you l i v e ?  

A. 	 My home is  i n  Tu Cong Hamlet. 

How o l d  a r e  you? 

A. I a m  41 years  o ld .  


Q- And where were you l i v i n g  on March 16,  1968? 


A. 	 I was i n  Tu Cung' on 16 March 1968. 

a. Can you i n d i c a t e  on t h e  map where your house w a s  
l oca ted  i n  Xom Lang? 

(The wi tness  d i d  as requested.  ) 

W i l l  you p lease  mark on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph wi th  
the  number 1 t h e  l o c a t i o n  of your house? 

(The wi tness  d i d  a s  requested.  A e r i a l  photograph 
was l a t e r  en te red  i n t o  evidence as  Exh ib i t  P-160 .) 

Now, where were you when you f i r s t  heard  o r  saw 
anything involv ing  American s o l d i e r s  on 16 March 1968? 

A. 	 I was a t  my house when t h e  Americans a r r i v e d .  

Q. Did you hea r  any a r t i l l e r y  b e f o r e  t h e  Americans 
ar r ived?  

A. 	 I heard  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  t o  the w e s t  of Xom Lang. 
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Q. Did any a r t i l l e r y  land  near  your house? 

A * .  No, no a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  landed n e a r  my house. 

Q - .Were any a i r c r a f t  f i r i n g  guns nea r  your  house? 

A. No a i r c r a f t  f i r e d  weapons i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of m y  
house. 

Q What w a s  t h e  weather  l i k e  t h a t  morning? 

A, The weather  was l i g h t  o r  c l e a r  on 1 6  March 1968. 

Q When you hea rd  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  who was w i t h  
you i n  your  house? 

A. My w i f e  and c h i l d r e n  were wi th  m e  i n  t h e  house 
when I hea rd  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  

Q What w a s  your  w i f e ' s  name? 

A.  My w i f e ' s  name was Pham Thi LAI. 

Q. How many c h i l d r e n  w e r e  w i th  you? 

A. There w e r e  f o u r  c h i l d r e n .  

Q What w e r e  t h e i r  names and t h e i r  ages?  

A. The names of my c h i l d r e n  were Pham Thi LAM, 10 
y e a r s  o ld ;  Pham Thi THIN, 9 y e a r s  o ld ;  Pham K Y ,  6 y e a r s  o l d ;  
and Pham Thi DAC, 1 y e a r  o ld .  

Q What d i d  you do when you heard  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  

A. When I hea rd  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  I went t o  t h e  
s h e l t e r  i n  my yard .  

Q Did a l l  of  your  family  go wi th  you a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. A l l  t h e  member of my family  went t o  t h e  s h e l t e r  
w i t h  m e .  

Q .  How long  d i d  you s t a y  i n  t h e  s h e l t e r ?  
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A. My family and I s tayed  i n  t h e  s h e l t e r  f o r  an 
hour. 

Q And then what happened? 

A. A f t e r  t h a t  w e  g o t  ou t  of t h e  t rench.  

Q Where d i d  you go a f t e r  you g o t  ou t  of t h e  t rench?  

A. W e  went back i n t o  t h e  house. 

Q- H o w  long d i d  you s t a y  i n  t h e  .house? 

A. W e  remained i n  t h e  house about  h a l f  an hour. 

Q- A f t e r  you had been i n  w e  house f o r  h a l f  an hour,  
what happened nex t?  

A. W e  j u s t  s t ayed  a t  t h e  house. 

Q- A f t e r  a h a l f  an  hour d i d  you l eave  t h e  house? 

A. A f t e r  t h a t  t i m e  the American s o l d i e r s  l e a d  m e  t o  
another  spo t .  

Q. Before w e  have you mark it, l e t  m e  ask you t h i s :  
How many s o l d i e r s  came t o  your house? 

A. There w e r e  f i v e  s o l d i e r s .  

Q- Were they ~ a u c a s i a no r  b lack  s o l d i e r s ?  

A. There was .one Negro and the rest were Caucasians, 
l i k e  M r .  WALSH. 

Q. Did one of  them seem t o  be i n  charge of the o the r s?  

A. I d o n ' t  know which one w a s  i n  charge. 

Q When they came t o  your house, what d i d  they do? 

A. They en t e r ed  my house and fo rced  us t o  go. 

Q. Did you see them shoot  any l i v e s t o c k  a t  t h a t  t ime? 
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A. Yes, I s a w  them shoot  l ives tock .  They s h o t  cows, 
they s h o t  chickens,  they  s h o t  p igs ;  they s h o t  everything. 

Q. Did they shoo t  any l i v e s t o c k  belonging t o  you? 

A. They s h o t  three,cows of mine. 

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  When they made you l eave  your house 
and took you t o  another  p lace ,  were t h e r e  people from o t h e r  
houses t h a t  went wi th  you and your family? 

A. They assembled many of us b u t  I d i d  n o t  see . 

c l e a r l y  who they were. 

Q - W i l l  you i n d i c a t e  where t h e  s o l d i e r s  took you 
and your family when they l e f t  your house? 

A. They took us towards t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  di-  
r e c t i o n  by moving h i s  f i n g e r  along the  photo) .  

Q. Okay, can you remember how you walked t o  go 
through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. 	 There i s  a w a t e r - f i l l e d  d i t c h  a t  this po in t .  
(Witness drew d i t c h  i n  paddy f i e l d  e a s t  of hamlet.)  

Q - H e r e ?  

A. Yes. We were taken from this d i t c h  he re  ( d i t c h  
drawn by wi tness )  t o  t h i s  d i t c h  here  ( t r e e  l i n e  and d i t c h  
shown on E x h i b i t  P-160 east of hamlet) . 
Q - 7: s e e .  There were two d i t c h e s ?  

A. The d i t c h  i s  i n  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  
d i t c h  shown on Exh ib i t  P-160) . 
Q. And t h e r e  i s  no second d i t c h ?  

A.  No. 

Q. W i l l  you cont inue drawing t h e  l i n e  t h a t  you walked 
down t o  t h a t  d i t c h ?  

(The wi tness  d i d  a s  requested.)  
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W i l l  you draw a 2 a t  t h e  p o i n t  where you stopped? 

(Witness d i d  as  requested.  1 

When you l e f t  your house and walked t o  t h e  d i t c h ,  
d i d  you s e e  any dead bodies  on t h e  t r a i l  through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I d i d  n o t  s e e  any bodies  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q - Did you s e e  any l i v e s t o c k ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  your own, 
t h a t  had been k i l l e d  as you walked through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. 	 I s a w  t h r e e  dead p i g s  a t  t h e s e  po in t s  on t h e  t r a i l  
( i n d i c a t i n g  l o c a t i o n s )  . 
Q - I n  t h e  nor theas te rn  corner  of t h e  hamlet? 

A. Y e s .  

Q - Did t h e  s o l d i e r s  burn your house? 

A. The Americans burned my house when w e  g o t  t o  t h i s  
p o s i t i o n  on the t r a i l  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  There was a l o t  of smoke 
and flame. 

Q - Would t h a t  be roughly 200 meters away from your 
house? 

A. Roughly 200 meters. 

Q. Did you s e e  t h e  Americans burn any o t h e r  houses 
i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  your own? 

A. They burned a l l  of the houses i n  t h i s  nor theas te rn  
a r e a  of t h e  v i l l a g e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  l o c a t i o n  on pho to ) .  

Q. On t h e  way from your house t o  the  d i t c h ,  d id  you 
s e e  any o t h e r  s o l d i e r s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the  f i v e  s o l d i e r s  t h a t  
w e r e  t ak ing  you and your family? 

A. There were a l o t  of Americans loca ted  i n  t h e  a r e a  
j u s t  roughly 150 t o  200 meters south of t h e  d i t c h .  

Q- What happened next?  
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A. The Americans l e d  a g r e a t  number of v i l l a g e r s  i n -
t o  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  the  a r e a  near  the d i t c h ) .  

Around t h e  d i t c h ?Q. 

A. Around t h e  d i t c h  i n  this a rea  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  
d i t c h ) .  w e  were s t and ing  i n  t h i s  a r e a  and p leading  wi th  t h e  
Americans n o t  t o  harm us. 

Q Approximately how many we,re s tanding  i n  t h e  a r e a  
of t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. Vietnamese? 

Q Y e s .  

A .  I c a n ' t  g ive  an e x a c t  number. There was just a 
whole l o t  of them. The a r e a  w a s  crowded. 

Q. Were t h e r e  100? 

A. A l o t  more than  100. 

Q How many people l i v e d  i n  Xom Lang Hamlet on March 
16 ,  1968? 

A. S l i g h t l y  more than 500.  

Q. Did t h e  s o l d i e r s  t e l l  t h e  people t o  g e t  i n t o  the 
d i t c h ?  

A .  They d i d  n o t  order  us.. 

Q. How long d i d  you remain a t  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. Only about  an hour. 

Q .  What happened then? 

A. A f t e r  that w e  were pleading wi th  t h e  Americans and 
the Americans s h o t  us.  

Q. How many Americans s h o t  you? 

A. Only about f i v e  Americans d id  the  shoot ing.  
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Q- Were t h e  Americans who d i d  t h e  shoot ing  
~ a u c a s i a no r  Negro? 

A. They were Caucasian. 

Q - Were you s h o t  by any of t h e  b u l l e t s ?  

A. I was wounded i n  t h e  upper l e g ,  t h e  l e f t  leg .  

Q Do you have a s c a r ?  

A. Yes. 

Q =  Can w e  s e e  i t ?  

(The wi tness  r a i s e d  h i s  t r o u s e r s  s l e g  and poin ted  
t o  the  s c a r s . )  

A. I w a s  s h o t  i n  both l egs  ( i n d i c a t i n g  s c a r s ,  one i n  
t h e  upper l e f t  l e g  and t h e  o t h e r  between t h e  ankle  and knee 
i n  t h e  r i g h t  l e g ) .  

Q - Do you remember i f  any one of  t h e  s o l d i e r s  was i n  
charge a t  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. I d i d  n o t  recognize a l e a d e r .  I d o n ' t  know i f  
anyone was i n  charge o r  not .  

a- A f t e r  you were s h o t  how long d i d  you s t a y  i n  t h e  
d i t c h ?  

A. I remained t h e r e  u n t i l  5 o r  6 o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  
af ternoon.  I c a n ' t  say f o r  su re .  

Q. A f t e r  you were s h o t  and whi le  you were l y i n g  i n  
t h e  d i t c h ,  d i d  you hea r  a h e l i c o p t e r  come down near  the  
d i t c h ?  

A. I w a s  unconscious a f t e r  I was shot .  I d i d n ' t  
h e a r  anything. 

Q- A f t e r  you became conscious,  how d i d  you manage 
t o  l eave  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. A f t e r  I woke up, I was c a r r i e d  by o t h e r  Vietnamese, 
by my countrymen, t o  t h e  Quang Ngai Hospi ta l .  
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Q- Did any of those who were wounded come t o  t h e  
Quang Ngai Hospi ta l?  

A. Three people.  

Q - Three? 

A. Three. 

Q - Who were they? 

A. The names of the people taken t o  Quang Ngai Hospi-
t a l  t h a t  I recognized a r e  Do BAT, Nguyen Thi DOC, Nguyen Thi 
DOUNG, Do Thi XE, and Pham KY. 

Q Were any o t h e r  members of your family wounded o r  
k i l l e d  t h a t  day? 

A.  They k i l l e d  my wi fe  and my daughters .  I n  a l l ,  10 
members of my family were k i l l e d .  

Q. Your w i f e  was k i l l e d ?  

A.  Yes, my w i f e  was k i l l e d .  

Q - How many of your daugh.ters and sons were k i l l e d ?  

A. My wi fe ,  Pham Thi LA1, my son, Pham LAI;  and Pham 
Thi  DUC, my o t h e r  younger son, were k i l l e d .  

Q. Two sons? 

A. Two sons and ny wife.  

Q. The s t o r y  you gave before  was t h a t  two daughters  
and a son were wounded, and your wife  and younger daughter  
were k i l l e d .  

A. This i s  changed. I would l i k e  t o  i n d i c a t e  now 
t h a t  only one of my sons,  t h e  1-year-old, was k i l l e d .  My 
wi fe  was k i l l e d  a l s o .  My two daughters and my 6-year-old 
son were wounded. Pham Thi DUC is  my 1-year-old daughter.  

Q - How many r e l a t i v e s  i n  to ta l - -don ' t  name them--
were k i l l e d  t h a t  day by t h e  Americans? 
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A. I n  a l l  1 0  of my r e l a t i v e s  were k i l l e d .  

Q- How many of your r e l a t i v e s  t h a t  were l i v i n g  i n  
xom Lang t h a t  day a r e  s t i l l  a l i v e  today? 

A. This i s  very d i f f i c u l t .  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  j u s t  f o r g e t  t h e  ques t ion .  

A t  .any t ime p r i o r  t o  your becoming unconscious, 
d i d  you n o t i c e  t h a t  a monk was s h o t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  by one 
or  two ~ m e r icans ? 

A. I s a w  t h a t  a monk had been k i l l e d ,  b u t  I d i d  
n o t  wi tness  h i s  be ing  k i l l e d .  

Q- Did you s e e  t h i s  whi l e  you were walking along 
this rou te  t o  the d i t c h ?  

A .  No. 

Q- W e l l ,  where d id  you s e e  t h e  monk ly ing?  

A. I s a w  t h e  body i n  t h e  d i t c h  with t h e  o t h e r  bodies .  

Q. Was the monk's body away from the  o t h e r s ?  

A. H e  w a s  n o t  ly ing  s e p a r a t e l y .  He was l y i n g  i n  the  
d i t c h  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r s .  

MR WALSH: Thank you very much f o r  coming i n  t o  h e l p  us today. 

( ~ e r i a lphotograph as  marked by Pham DAT was e n t e r -
ed i n t o  evidence as  Exh ib i t  P-160.) 

(The hea r ing  recessed a t  1030 hours ,  1 January 

9 

CONFIDENTIAL 

APP T-93 



CONFIDENTIAL 

SUMJ!I&RYOF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: HTEU, Nguyen 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 5 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: P u b l i c  S a f e t y  Detachment, Quang Ngai 
C i t y ,  Republ ic  o f  Vietnam. 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

RESIDENCE ON 16 MARCH 1968: ~ e s i , d e n to f  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  

1. ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

When the w i t n e s s  hea rd  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  and t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r s ,  he and h i s  family went t o  a bunker n e a r  h i s  
home (pgs . 1, 2 )  . H i s  mother remained i n  t h e  house (pg. 2) . 
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h r e e  U.S. t r o o p s  came t o  h i s  home, raped 
h i s  mother,  and then  s h o t  h e r .  The w i t n e s s  t o l d  t h a t  h i s  
sister t h e n  r a n  from t h e  bunker,  and she  and h e r  t w o  c h i l d r e n  
w e r e  s h o t  (pgs .  2 ,  3 ) .  ~ p p r o x i m a t e l y  40 minutes l a t e r  
o t h e r  s o l d i e r s  came and burned h i s  home (pg. 4 ) .  Two 
b u f f a l o  w e r e  also k i l l e d  (pg. 3) . 
2 .  AFTERMATH OF THE ASSAULT. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  remained i n  t h e  bunker f o r  
about  two hour s  (pg. 2) . When t h e  U.S . f o r c e s  l e f t ,  t h e  
w i t n e s s  b u r i e d  h i s  mother and sister. 

1 SUM APP T-117 

CONFIDENTIAL 



-- 

' CONFIDENTIAL 

E X H I B I T  
NUMBER DESCRIPTION , - - PAGESNOTES 
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Unsworn s ta tement  of Nguyen H I E U  was taken  a t  
. Publ ic  Sa fe ty  Detachment, Quang Ngai C i t y ,  Republic of 

Vietnam, 5 January 1970. The ques t ions  were posed t o  MR 
H I E U  by MR WALSH. Also p r e s e n t  was MAJ David D. DANTZSCHER 
who ac ted  a s  i n t e r p r e t e r .  A l l  of t h e  ques t ions  were t r a n s -
l a t e d  by MAJ DANTZSCHER i n t o  Vietnamese and a l l  answers by 
MR H I E U  were t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  English by MAJ DANTZSCHER. 

MR WALSH: What i s  your name? 

A. Nguyen H I E U .  

Q. How o l d  a r e  you? 

A .  Twenty-five y e a r s  o ld .  

Q- Are you a n a t i v e  of Tu Cung? 

A. - Y e s .  

Q Were you l i v i n g  i n  a house i n  Tu Cung on 16 
March 1968? 

A. Yes. 

Q - W i l l  you mark your house with a l e t t e r  E on t h i s  
a e r i a l  photograph (Exh ib i t  P-160)? 

(Witness does a s  requested .) 
, 

Were you i n  your house on t h e  morning of 16 
March 1968 when t h e  Americans came? 

A. Yes, I l i v e d  t h e r e  i n  1968. 

Q. Were you t h e r e  on t h e  morning of 16 March 1968 
when t h e  Americans came? 

A. Yes, I was t h e r e  t h a t  morning. 

Q. How many o t h e r  members of your family were t h e r e  
with you i n  t h e  house t h a t  morning? 
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A. F ive .  

Q. What d i d  you do  when you hea rd  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  

A. For  t h e  f i r s t  t ime e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning I hea rd  
a r t i l l e r y  come i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and American h e l i c o p t e r s  
come i n t o  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
They came h e r e  and t h e y  took us from t h e  bunker. 

Q. * W a s  t h e  bunker n e a r  your  house? 

A. Y e s ,  r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q Did a l l  t h e  members o f  your family  go i n  t h e  
bunker? 

A. My mother s t a y e d  i n  t h e  house. I and t h e  
c h i l d r e n  went t o  t h e  bunker.  

Q How long  d i d  you s t a y  i n  t h e  bunker? 

A. About 2 hours .  

Q. Did t h e  Americans come n e a r  t h e  bunker? 

A. Y e s ,  t hey  came i n t o  t h e  bunker. 

Q They came i n t o  t h e  bunker? 

A.  Y e s .  

Q. And d i d  t h e y  make you come o u t  of t h e  bunker? 

A. When t h e  Americans came t o  my house my mother came 
o u t  of house,  and t h e  A ~ e r i c a n st h e n  raped iny mother and t h e y  
s h o t  h e r .  

Q They s h o t  and raped your  mother? 
/

A .  Y e s ,  s h o t  and raped my n o t h e r ,  My s i s te r  r an  o u t  
of t h e  bunker and they  s h o t  my s i s t e r  and two c h i l d r e n .  

Q. J u s t  a minute now. The Americans came and took 
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your mother o u t  of t h e  house? 

They took my mother i n t o  t h e  house. 

Did you s e e  i t ?  

Y e s ,  I saw it. 

How many Americans were t h e r e ?  

Two Americans. 

Were they Caucasians o r  Negroes? 

I saw only one black and one yellow. 

Q- One black  and one yellow. No white? 

A. I saw one b lack ,  one yellow, and another  I d o n ' t  
know exac t ly .  

Q. Which one raped your mother? 

A. The b lack  s o l d i e r .  

Q. I Where d i d  t h e  rape t ake  p lace ,  in t h e  house, 
o u t s i d e  t h e  house, i n  f r o n t  of t h e  house, o r  where? 

A. I n  t h e  house. 

Q I f  it was i n  t h e  house,  how could you s e e  i t ?  

A. I t  happened on t h e  f r o n t  porch of t h e  house. 

Q- What d i d  t h e  white  s o l d i e r  do whi le  t h e  Negro 
s o l d i e r  was raping  your mother? 

A. Af te r  they s h o t  my mother, t h e  whi te  s o l d i e r  
checked t h e  house t o  s e e  t h a t  everybody was dead and then 
h e  went o u t .  

Q. What d i d  t h e  Negro s o l d i e r  look l i k e ?  Was h e  
t a l l ?  Was he  f a t  o r  t h i n ?  How would you d e s c r i b e  him? 
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A. H e  was t a l l .  

Q - Was h e  t h i n  l i k e  I a m  o r  was he  heavy? 

A .  H e  w a s  t h i n .  

Q .  Thin? 

A.  Y e s .  And l a t e r ,  a second group of Americans 
came i n  t o  burn t h e  house.  

Q Were you t h e  on ly  one t h a t  s t a y e d  i n  t h e  bunker? 

A.  Y e s ,  I s t a y e d  a lone .  

Q And your sister went o u t  of t h e  bunker and was 
s h o t ?  

A .  My sister went o u t  t o  h e l p  my mother and w a s  s h o t .  

Q Were they  a l l  s h o t  r i g h t  around your  house o r  d i d  
t h e y  t a k e  them some p l a c e  else and shoo t  them? 

A .  They were a l l  s h o t  i n  t h e  house. 

Q A f t e r  t h e  s o l d i e r s  t h a t  s h o t  t h e  people  l e f t ,  how 
long  were you i n  t h e  bunker b e f o r e  t h e  o t h e r  s o l d i e r s  came 
t h z t  hsmed- t h e  h ~ u s e ?  

A.  About 4 0  minutes .  

Q About 40 minutes?  

A,  Y e s ,  

Q .  Did you see t h e  s o l d i e r s  t h a t  burned t h e  house? 

A ,  No, I d i d  n o t  see t h e  Americans t h a t  burned 
t h e  house. 

Q . Did they  shoo t  any l i v e s t o c k ?  Any an ima l s ,  
ch ickens ,  p i g s ?  

A, They k i l l e d  two b u f f a l o .  
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Q. What d i d  you do a f t e r  t h e  s o l d i e r s  l e f t ?  

A. 
sister. 

A f t e r  t h e  Americans l e f t  I b u r i e d  my mother and 

MR WALSH: I a m  s o r r y  t h a t  you r  f ami ly  w a s  k i l l e d  l i k e  t h i s .  
Thank you f o r  coming h e r e  today  t o  h e l p  us.  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1 6 4 0  hou r s ,  5 January  
1970.) 
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SUMMARY O F  TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: LAIp Pbam 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 5 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: P u b l i c  S a f e t y  Detachment, Quang Ngai 
C i t y ,  Republ ic  o f  Vietnam. 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

TESTIMONY. 
4 

On 1 6  March 196'8 t h e  'wi tness  r e s i d e d  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  
as he has  a l l  o f  h i s  l i f e  (pg.  1). - H e  w a s  n o t  a VC s o l d i e r ,  
b u t  he  d i d  supply  t h e  VC w i t h  r i c e  and f o o d s t u f f s  Ipg. 1).  

Following an a r t i l l e r y  b a r r a g e ,  American t r o o p s  landed 
i n  h e l i c o p t e r s  (pg.  3 ) .  Two groups o f  American s o l d i e r s  
went th rough  My La i  ( 4 ) .  The f i r s t  group advanced through 
and w a s  fo l lowed by a second group t h a t  se t  f i r e  t o  t h e i r  
homes and k i l i e d  t h e i r  animals  (pg.  3 )  . 

M r .  LA1 h i d  i n  h i s  fami ly  bunker w i t h  12 o t h e r  people .  
They escaped  t o  t h e  w e s t  (pg.  4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  r e t u r n e d  t c  
t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  about  1500 hours  t h a t  day. About 30-40 bod ie s  
were i n  an a r e a  immediately sou th  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  4 ) .  
Over 100 more bod ie s  were i n  a d i t c h  east o f  My Lai  ( 4 )  
( P ~ s *5 1  6) 

M r .  LA1 f i g u r e d  t h a t  350 i n h a b i t a n t s  were k i l l e d  be-
cause  t h e  v i l l a g e ' s  popu la t ion  was 500 b e f o r e  t h e  a t t a c k  and 
on ly  150 were a l i v e  a f t e rwards  (pgs . 5 ,  6 )  . 
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EXHIBITS

1 
EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES-. PAGES 

I 1 i lZeEtlf5ed U r n C T - 7  
P-66 Photo of My L a i  ope ra t i d and TRUONG CHAU. 7 

P-!l60 ( 4 )  

L a i  ( 4 )  where thes 
were many bodies .  1,5,6 
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Unsworn s ta tement  of Pham LA1 w a s  t aken  a t  Pub l i c  
Safe ty  Detachment, Quang Ngai C i t y ,  Republic of  Vietnam, on 
5 January 1970. The ques t ions  were posed by MR WALSH. 
Also p r e s e n t  was MAJ David D. DANTZSCHER, who a c t e d  as  i n t e r -
p r e t e r .  A l l  of t h e  ques t ions  were t r a n s l a t e d  by MAJ DANTZSCHER 
i n t o  Vietnamese and a l l  of t h e  answers by MR LA1 were t r a n s -
l a t e d  i n t o  English by MAJ DANTZSCHER. 

MR WALSH: What i s  your name? 

A. My name i s  Pham LA1 . 
Q - How o l d  a r e  you? 

A. Thir ty-nine yea r s  o ld .  

a .  Have you l i v e d  i n  Thuan Yen a l l  your l i f e ?  

A. I ' v e  l i v e d  i n  Xom Lang a l l  my l i f e .  It i s  my 
home v i l l a g e .  

Q - Where i s  your house loca ted?  This  is  t h e  pagoda , 

here.  

A. My house i s  here .  

(The wi tness  poin ted  t o  a r e a  on a e r i a l  photo,  
Exh ib i t  P-160.) 

Q. Put  an A a t  t h a t  l o c a t i o n .  

(The wi tness  d id  a s  d i r e c t e d .  ) 

Q. Were you i n  your house on t h e  morning of  March 16 th ,  
1968 when t h e  Americans came? 

A. I had j u s t  f i n i s h e d  b r e a k f a s t  and w a s  prepar ing  t o  
go t o  work. I had no t  gone t o  work because I have small  c h i l -  
dren and I was s t i l l  i n  my house a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q. Were you a c t i v e  i n  t h e  VC a t  t h a t  t ime? Active a s  
a VC s o l d i e r ?  

A. No, a t  t h a t  time I was n o t  a VC. A t  t h a t  time I 
was n o t  a VC. However, I suppl ied  t h e  VC with r ice and food 
s t u f f s .  
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a - Do you know Do VIEN? -

A. Yes, h e  l i v e d  n e a r  m e .  

Q Was he--was Do VIEN an impor tan t  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  
, VC i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No. 

9. Was h e  a VC? 

A.  Y e s ,  H e  was cap tu red  by t h e  government. 

Q T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  Was he  a--what w a s  h i s  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  
t h e  VC? 

A .  H e  w a s  a VC doc to r .  

Q. A doc to r?  

A .  A person who d ispensed  medicine t o  t h e  s i c k .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  You had j u s t  f i n i s h e d  b r e a k f a s t  t h a t  
morning. Did any a r t i l l e r y  l a n d  around t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. yes ~ c , t ~ ~we f iiliai-,edeaLiii9-iiie m e r i @ a n s  &tacked 

and w e  r a n  i n t o  t h e  caves  and s h e l t e r s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g  
an a r e a  t o  t h e  w e s t  of  Xom Lang) . 
Q. How many meters  away from your  house d i d  you go? 

A. About 3 me.ters. 

Q. Y e s .  Who was wi th  you i n  t h e  s h e l t e r s  n e a r  your
house? 

A.  My fami ly  was i n  t h e  t r e n c h  a long  w i t h  t h e  fami ly  
of B a  BUC, t h e  BUC fami ly .  

Q Have you been ques t ioned  by the C I D ?  H a s  anyone 
eLse ques t ioned  you about  who was k i l l e d  i n  your  fami ly?  

A. Y e s ,  I w a s  ques t ioned  by an American. 

Q - What happened a f t e r  you went t o  t h e  s h e l t e r s ?  
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A. Afte r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  stopped f i r i n g  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  
landed and t h e  t roops  got  o u t  and - -

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  How long d i d  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  

A. About h a l f  an hour. 

Q - Did any of it land i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  d i d  it land 
i n  t h e  paddy f i e l d s  next  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. The a r t i l l e r y  was s c a t t e r e d  o u t  towards t h e  west  
of t h e  v i l l a g e .  Some of it landed i n  t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Some of it landed i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s .  A few a r t i l l e r y  rounds landed i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q- id you see t h e  Americans land  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s ?  

A. The t roops  worked i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and gather-  
ed t o g e t h e r  t h e  c i t i z e n s  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  Af te r  they  captured 
them they assembled them. 

Q. We only want t o  k~iowwhat happened t o  you. 

A. I only know t h a t  t h e r e  was a l o t  of shoot ing and 
some people w e r e  k i l l e d .  

Q. Did you cont inue h id ing  i n  t h i s  bunker t h e  whole 
day? 

A. No, I abandoned t h e  s h e l t e r  and ran t o  t h e  west.  

Q. Did you run t o  t h e  west a f t e r  t h e  t roops  had gone 
p a s t  you t o  t h e  e a s t ?  

A. There was one group of Americans t h a t  were ad-
vancing through t h e  v i l l a g e  and a second group of  Americans 
going through s e t t i n g  f i r e  t o  t h e  houses and k i l l i n g  t h e  
animals. My s h e l t e r  was n o t  discovered and I abandoned it 
and r an  t o  t h e  w e s t .  

Q. What d i d  t h e  f i r s t  group of Americans do when 
they came through? 
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A. The f i r s t  group t h a t  was coming through ga the red  
t h e  people  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e  second group t h a t  came through 
set  t h e  houses  on f i r e  and s h o t  t h e  l i v e s t o c k .  

Q Was your  house burned? 

A. Y e s .  My house w a s  burned and two cows of mine 
were s h o t .  

Q. Was your house set on f i r e  and your  cows s h o t  
by t h e  second group t h a t  came through? 

A .  The ones t h a t  f i r e d  my house and s h o t  my cows be-
longed t o  t h e  second group. 

Q A f t e r  t h e  second group passed how many people  w e r e  
h i d i n g  i n  t h e  bunker w i t h  you? 

A. There were 12  people .  

Q Twelve? Did they  a l l  f l e e  t o  t h e  w e s t  w i t h  you a f t e r  
t h e  Americans passed? 

A.. A l l  o f  t h e  12 escaped t o  t h e  w e s t .  

Q -..'I-wr,eii di6 Yo.u coii~cback .Lo Lhe v i l l a g e ?  

A. A t  3 o ' c l o c k .  A f t e r  I r e t u r n e d  I b u r i e d  t h e  women 
and c h i l d r e n  t h a t  were k i l l e d .  

Q When you r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  what r o u t e  d i d  
you fo l low t o  csme Sack t o  .the v i l l a g e ?  

A. I fol lowed t h e  n a t i o n a l  highway. 

Q. Did you see any dead bodies  a long  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
highway a s  you came back? Did you s e e  t h i s  woman l y i n g  a long  
t h e  n a t i o n a l  highway? ( H e  shows t h e  w i tnes s  photo E x h i b i t  P-32.) 

A. This  woman was l y i n g  on t h e  t r a i l  t h a t  runs  n o r t h  
i n t o  Xom Lang. 

Q. E x h i b i t  P-31: Is t h i s  a p i c t u r e  of  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
highway? 
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A. This  i s  t h e  t r a i l  running i n t o  Xom Lang. 

Q. Do you recon jn ize  t h e s e  bodies  l y i n g  along t h i s  
t r a i l  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  photo P-31)? 

A. The bodies  were l y i n g  along t h e  t r a i l  running 
nor th  from t h e  n a t i o n a l  highway i n t o  Xorn Lang h e r e  ( i n d i -
c a t i n g  on Exh ib i t  P-16, a p o s i t i o n  on t h e  t r a i l  j u s t  
south of t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  of Xorn Lang). 

Q .  Do you remember see ing  t h e  woman? 

A. No, I do n o t  remember see ing  t h e  woman. I t  i s  
p o s s i b l e  she  was i n  t h e  bodies  l y i n g - a l o n g  t h e  t r a i l  running 
nor th  i n t o  Xom Lang. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Did you s e e  a l a r g e  number of bodies  about  30 
meters south of t h e  v i l l a g e  when you go t  up t o  t h a t  a rea?  

A. Y e s ,  I s a w  about 30 o r  40 bodies i n  t h e  a rea  
immediately south  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of Xorn Lang. 

Q- What d id  you do a f t e r  you came back i n t o  t h e  
.v i l l age?  

A. I took time t o  prepare t h e  members of my family 
f o r  b u r i a l  and t o  b u i l d  myself a smal l  house from bamboo. 

Q. I thought you s a i d  a l l  t h e  members of  your family 
escaped? 

A. Yes, a l l  my family survived.  ( I n t e r p r e t e r  ex- 
p lanat ion:  I f e e l  t h a t  w e  w e r e  t a l k i n g  about a d i f f e r e n t  
family t h e r e . )  

Q. Did you go t h e  e a s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and s e e  
any l a r g e  number of bodies  i n  a d i t c h  t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. There w e r e  a number of people l e d  i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  
and then s h o t  down h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on Exh ib i t  P-160 t h e  
d i t c h  a r e a  e a s t  of Thuan Yen) . 
Q. Did you see them? 
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A.  Yes. I saw them. 

Q Is t h i s  t h e  d i t c h  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  d i t c h  a rea  on 
Exh ib i t  P-160) running along here?  

This d i t c h  w a s  f u l l  of people. 

Q What time of day d id  you s e e  t h e  d i t c h  f u l l  of 
people? 

A.  5 o ' c lock  i n  t h e  af ternoon.  

Q a Were t h e  bodies  i n  t h i s  end ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  nor th  
end) o r  were they f a r t h e r  down toward t h e  south  end of t h e  
d i t c h ?  

A .  The bodies  were loca ted  from here  ( i n d i c a t i n g  a 
p o i n t  about one- th i rd  of t h e  way up, from t h e  south end t o  
t h e  nor th  end of t h e  d i t c h ,  t o  here .  

Q about  how many bodies  were i n  t h e  d i t c h ?  

Q Does t h i s  number of 350 come from VC propaganda
GLY d i 2  ..-.. - - . L . . - l l I .  - -7 . - L y v u  aLLuarry  L U U ~ L L  35C bodies there? 

A .  I know t h e r e  350 because t h e r e  was 500 people i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e r e  were only 150 people l e f t  a f t e r  t h e  
a t tack.  

S. You s a i d  t h a t  you saw 30 o r  40 dead over he re  s o  
how could t h e r e  be 350 dead i n  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A.  The 350 i s  a t o t a l  throughout t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. How many were i n  t h e  d i t c h  is  what I want t o  know? 

A.  I c a n ' t  poss ib ly  guess a t  t h e  number, b u t  t h e  
d i t c h  was f u l l .  

Q Were t h e r e  more than a hundred i n  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. Over a hundred people,  yes.  
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MR WALSH: We a r e  very so r ry  t h a t  your people were k i l l e d  
and we thank you very much f o r  coming here  and h ~ l p i n g  us .  

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1527 hours ,  5  January 1970.) 

( A t  about 1555 hours ,  5  January 1970, Pham L A 1  was 
r e c a l l e d  and quest ioned during t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of Le TONG. 
Pham L A 1  was shown and i d e n t i f i e d  Exh ib i t  P-66, and he then  t e s -  
t i f i e d  a s  fol lows:)  

MR WAZISH: DO you know t h e  man and c h i l d r e n  i n  t h i s  photo? 

A. Y e s .  


Q- Are they s t i l l  l i v i n g ?  


A. Both of the  c h i l d r e n  and t h e  man a r e  s t i l l  a l i v e .  

Q. What a r e  t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  names? 

A. Son DUC is  t h e  one s t and ing  behind t h e  man. 

Q. The o l d e r  c h i l d ?  

A. The o l d e r ,  r i g h t .  The younger c h i l d  i s  t o o  young 
t o  have a  name. The man's name i s  s p e l l e d  Truong CHAU. 

(Pham LA1 was excused a t  1556 hours ,  5 January 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 


WITNESS: MEO, Nguyen T h i  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 1 January 1970 
. . 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: J o i n t  U.S. P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  O f f i c e ,  
Quang Ngai C i t y ,  Republic of  South Vietnam 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

RESIDENCE ON 16 MARCH 1968: Xom Lang 

TESTIMONY. 

Mrs. ME0 l i v e d  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  on 16 March 196,8 (pg. 1). 
There was a heavy a r t i l l e r y  ba r rage  followed by h e l i c o p t e r s  
landing  and American t roops  a s s a u l t i n g  My L a i  ( 4 )  (pg. 2 )  . 
The a r t i l l e r y  d i d  n o t  damage any of t h e  houses (pg. 2 ) .  
A f t e r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  c l e a r e d ,  M r s .  ME0 took h e r  c h i l d r e n  
and r an  o u t  o f  My Lai  ( 4 )  on to  Highway 521. They moved south  
toward Quang Ngai Ci ty .  The w i t n e s s '  house w a s  burned (pg .4 ) .  
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Unsworn s ta tement  of Nguyen Thi ME0 was taken a t  
j o i n t  United S t a t e s  Pub l i c  A f f a i r s  Of f i ce ,  Quang Ngai C i t y ,  
~ e p u b l i c  of Vietnam, on 1 January 1970 .  The ques t ions  were 
posed t o  MRS HE0 by MR WALSH. Also p r e s e n t  was M A J  David 
D. DANTZSCHER who ac ted  a s  i n t e r p r e t e r .  A l l  of t h e  ques t ions  
w e r e  t r a n s l a t e d  by MAJ DANTZSCHER i n t o  Vietnamese and all of 
t h e  answers by MRS ME0 were t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  English by M A J  
DANTZSCHER. 

MR WALSH: 	 Where do you l i v e ?  

A. 	 Xom Lang. 

What i s  your name? 

A. My name i s  Nguyen Thi MEO. 

Q - Where do you l i v e  now? 

A. 	 My home i s  i n  Tu Cung H a m l e t .  

a .  	 Were you l i v i n g  i n  Tu Cung Hamlet on March 1 6 ,  
1968? 


A. 	 Yes, a t  thzt d a t e  I vas living in Til Cung hamlet-

a. 	 How o l d  a r e  you? 

A. 	 4 4  yea r s  o ld .  

a- Do you remember when many Americans came t o  Xom 
Lang on March 16,  196 8? 

A. - Yes, I remember, on t h e  16th  of March. 


Q- Do you remember hea r ing  a i r c r a f t  and a r t i l l e r y  

' 

before  you 	saw t h e  Americans? 

A. I heard heavy a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  


Q- Where were you when you heard  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  


A. A t  t h e  time I heard t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  I w a s  i n  
my house. 

Q m  W i l l  you i n d i c a t e  on t h e  photograph where your 
house i s  loca ted  i n  Xom Lang? 
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A. About h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . I ran  t h e r e .  

Q Y e s ,  b u t  where was your house loca ted?  Was it nea r  
t h e  pagoda ove r  here?  About how f a r  was your house from t h e  
pagoda? 

A .  Twenty meters. 

Q How long d i d  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  

A.  More than  an hour.  

Q - I am n o t  a sk ing  about  t h e  s o l d i e r s  shoot ing;  I 
am j u s t  ask ing  about  t h e  l a r g e  explos ions?  

A.  I d o n ' t  know. The a r t i l l e r y  f i r e d  and a f t e r  t h a t  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  came i n  and t h e  t roops  w e r e  p u t  down. 

Q- Did any of  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  land  n e a r  your
house? 

A.  No. I t  d i d  n o t  damage my house. The a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e  landed o u t s i d e .  I t  d i d  n o t  damage my house. I t  f e l l  
5 meters away. 

Q Did t h e  a r t i l l e r y  h i t  any o t h e r  houses nearby? 

A .  All of i t  f e l l  outside. .Wo houses w e r e  damaged. 

Q Who was wi th  you i n  your house when you heard  t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  

A .  I was i n  t h e  house wi th  my c h i l d r e n .  I was i n  my 
house w i L A  my five c h i l d r e n  and w e  l e f t  t h e  house when t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  stopped. 

Q Where was your husband? 

A .  A f t e r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r i n g  s topped,  my husband 
went t o  t h e  f i e l d s  t o  i r r i g a t e  them. 

Q The previous  s t a t emen t  you gave s a i d  you had a 
husband and t h r e e  c h i l d r e n .  Now you say  you have f i v e  c h i l d -
r e n ,  and your husband i s  o u t  i r r i g a t i n g  t h e  f i e l d s .  When 
you t a l k e d  t o  t h e  o t h e r s ,  why d i d  you t e l l  them t h a t  you had 
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t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  and now you t e l l  m e  you have f i v e  c h i l d r e n ?  

A. I, have f i v e  ch i ld ren .  

Q. What are t h e i r  names and what i s  t h e  name of  
your  husband? Make a l i s t  f o r  u s ,  p l ease?  

A. I do n o t  know how t d  w r i t e .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  T e l l  us  t h e  ages .  

A. I have f o u r  boys and one g i r l ;  ages  1 2 ,  1 0 ,  8,  6 ,  
and 5. The l i t t l e  g i r l  d i ed  i n  October of  t h i s  yea r .  

Q. Is Pham T I N ,  1 0  y e a r s  o l d ,  one of yours?  And 
X I U ,  i s  he another?  And a son named Pham TU? 

A. H e  was 1 2  y e a r s  o l d .  There was on ly  one g i r l .  

Q. You t o l d  "them when you w e r e  examined before :  Pham 
Thi T I N ,  1 0 ;  Pham X I U ,  4 ;  and a son Phan XU,  2. 

Q- When t h e  s o l d i e r s  came t o  your house what happen-
ed? 

They burned mly house, 

How many were t h e r e ?  

I d o n ' t  know; I was running a t  t h e  t i m e .  

What was your husband's name? 

A. My husband's name i s  Nguyen DUONG. 

Q* . I n  your .prev ious  s t a t emen t  you s a i d  your husband 's  
name w a s  Pham KY. Do you know Pham KY? 

A .  I do n o t  know him. 

Q.- Is your p r e s e n t  husband t h e  same husband t h a t  
you had i n  1968? 

A. Y e s .  

a- What d i d  you say  your husband 's  'name was? 
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A. Nguyen DUONG. 

a - Do you know a woman by t h e  name of  PHU? 

A .  I do n o t  know h e r .  

(The w i t n e s s  w a s  shown a photograph,  E x h i b i t  P-40 .) 

A. I do n o t  r ecogn ize  anybody i n  t h e  photograph.  

Q - Do you know t h e  g i r l  i n  t h e  r e d  swea te r?  

A. No. 

Q. Do you know who t h e  V i l l a g e  Chief was? 

A .  N o .  

Q 0 What d i d  you do when you l e f t  your house? 

A. A f t e r  t h a t  I took my c h i l d r e n  and r a n  toward 
Truong An and saw my house b e i n g  burned. 

Q Would you i n d i c a t e  on t h e  photograph where you 
went w i th  your  c h i l d r e n ?  Did you go down t h e  road?  Did you 
go down t h e  t r a i l  l e a d i n g  from t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  Yes, I went down t h i s  road t o  t h e  sou th  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
a* Did you go a c r o s s  t h e  highway up t o  t h e  h i l l  
( i n d i c a t i n g  H i l l  85) ? 

A .  I l e f t  my house and went sou th  by t h i s  r o u t e  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  road l e a d i n g  from t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
and t h e n  sou th  on Highway 521 toward Quang Ngai ) .  

& When you l e f t  your house,  d i d  you see any s o l d i e r s ?  

A.  When I l e f t  my house,  t h e  s o l d i e r s  had a l r e a d y  l e f t  
and t h e  houses were burning.  

Q When you went through t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  run  away, d i d  
you s e e  any dead bod ie s?  
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A. I l e f t  my house and took t h e  t r a i l  and went i n t o  
t h e  mountains. I d i d  n o t  s e e  any dead bodies .  They had 
been bur ied  by t h a t  time. 

Q e  A l l  r i g h t .  Did you s e e  any dead bodies  i n  

t he  v i l l a g e ?  


A. They had a l l  hidden themselves and I d i d  no t  s e e  
anyone. 

9- Did you see any h e l i c o p t e r s  when you went south 
of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. The a i r c r a f t  had l e f t  a l ready.  They were gone 
from t h e  v i c i n i t y .  

Q- When you g o t  down t o  t h e  road t o  Quang Ngai, d i d  
you see any dead bodies? 

A. No* They had a l ready been b u r i e d ,  

Q. D i d  you s e e  any American s o l d i e r s  a t  any time t h a t  
day? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  


8 - Did you s e e  any s o l d i e r s ,  a t  a l l ?  


A. Yes ,  I saw them shoot ing  and I ran .  

MR WALSH: It would seem t h a t  w e  have t h e  wrong MEO. The 
s ta tement  given by ME0 i s  completely d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  
s ta tement  g iven  t o  t h e  C I D  by another  person of t h e  same 

, name. T 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1506  hours ,  1 January 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: Nguyen Thi NHUNG 

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 1 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: J o i n t  United S t a t e s  Pub l i c  A f f a i r s  
O f f i c e ,  Quang Ngai C i t y ,  Republic of Vietnam. 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Resident  of  Xom Lang 

1. ASSAULT ON MY L A I .  

The wi tness  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  s h e  was working i n  t h e  f i ePds  
on t h e  morning of  1 6  March 1968 when she  saw a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  
f a l l  on t h r e e  s i d e s  .of t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  My Lai ( 4 )  (pg.  2 )  . 
She h i d  up t o  h e r  neck i n  water f o r  about t h r e e  hours  (pg .3 ) .  
Ear ly  i n  t h e  morning she  s t a t e d  t h a t  many people  moved o u t  
of  t h e  a r e a  toward Truong An. She added t h a t  she  saw none 
of t h e s e  people  k i l l e d  by gunships (pg. 3 ) ,  b u t  d i d  see U.S. 
s o l d i e r s  assemble and k i l l  many o f  them (pg. 4 ) .  She r e l a t e d  
t h a t  she l e f t  h e r  h id ing  p lace  and went up t o  t h e  highway 
(521), where she  saw over  a hundred bodies  (pg.  4 )  . 
2 .  AFTERMATH OF THE ASSAULT. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  she  r e tu rned  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
a f t e r  t h e  shoot ing  had s topped (pg. 3 ) .  She t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  
she  found a group of  bodies  i n  an i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h  and else-
where (pgs.  4 - 6 ) .  A l l  of  t h e  hootches were burned and a l l  
t h e  domestic animals w e r e  k i l l e d .  She l o s t  many r e l a t i v e s  
i n  t h e  a t t a c k .  She s t a t e d  t h a t  v i l l a g e r s  from t h e  o t h e r  
hamlets came and h r i e d  t h e  bodies  (pg. 6 )  . 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS:, Nguyen Thi NHUNG 

DATE OF TESTIMONY; 1 Janua ry  1970 

PLACE O F  TESTIMONY: Joint United S t a t e s  P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  
O f f i c e ,  Quang Ngai C i t y ,  Republ ic  o f  Vietnam. 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 
. . -...- . . . . . -- . -.. . . . 

.. - ..I~SIDENCEON16 MARCH 1968.: om Lang.
. . . . - - -

1. ASSAULT ON MY L A I .  

The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  s h e  w a s  working i n  t h e  f i e l d s  
on t h e  morning o f  16 March 1968 when s h e  saw a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  
f a l l  on t h r e e  s i d e s  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  My La i  ( 4 )  (pg .  2 ) .
She h i d  up t o  h e r  neck i n  water f o r  about  t h r e e  hour s  ( p g . 3 ) .  
E a r l y  i n  t h e  morning s h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  many people  moved o u t  
o f ' t h e  a r e a  toward Truong An. She added t h a t  s h e  saw none 
o f  t h e s e  peop le  k i l l e d  by gunsh ips  (pg.  3 ) ,  b u t  d i d  s e e  U.S. 
s o l d i e r s  assemble and k i l l  many o f  them (pg.  4 )  . She r e l a t e d  
t h a t  s h e  l e f t  h e r  h i d i n g  p l a c e  and went up t o  t h e  highway 

- -..(521) , where s h e  saw o v e r  a hundred bod ie s  (pg. 4 )  . 
2. AFTERMATH OF THE ASSAULT. -

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  she  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
a f t e r  t h e  s h o o t i n g  had s topped  (pg.  3 )  . She t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  
s h e  found a group o f  b o d i e s  i n  an i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h  and e l s e -  
where (pgs .  4 - 6 ) .  A l l  o f  t h e  hootches  were burned and a l l  
t h e  domes t ic  an imals  were k i l l e d . '  She l o s t  many r e l a t i v e s  
i n  t h e  a t t a c k .  She s t h t e d  t h a t  v i l l a g e r s  from t h e  o t h e r  
hamle t s  came and l r i e d  t h e  bod ie s  (pg.  6 )  . 
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Unsworn s tatement  o f  Nguyen Thi NHUNG was taken 
a t  t h e  J o i n t  United S t a t e s  Pub l i c  A f f a i r s  Of f i ce ,  Quang 
Ngai -City,  Republic of  Vietnam, 1 January 1970. The ques t ions  
were posed t o  MRS NHUNG by MR WALSH. Also p r e s e n t  was 
M A J  David D. DANTZSCHER who ac ted  a s  i n t e r p r e t e r .  . A l l  of  
t h e  ques t ions  were t r a n s l a t e d  by MAS DANTZSCHER i n t o  Vietnamese 
and a l l  of t h e  answers by MRS NHUNG were t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  
English by MAJ DANTZSCHER. 

MR WALSH: What i s  your name? 

A .  Nguyen Thi NHUNG. 

Q I  Where do you l i v e ?  

A. Xom Lang. My home w a s  i n  Xom Lang. 

.Q- Where do you l i v e  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  time? 

A. I l i v e  a t  t h e  Son My model v i l l a g e .  

Q. Were you l i v i n g  i n  Xom Lang when t h e  Americans 

came on March 16 th ,  1968? 


A .  Y e s .  I l i v e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  I went t o  
work i n  t h e  f i e l d s  e a r l y .  

Q- Can you i n d i c a t e  on t h e  photograph where your 
house was? This  i s  t h e  pagoda he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  Were 
you o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  W i l l  you make an X where your 
house was? 

(Witness marked a s  reques ted  on t h e  a e r i a l  photo,  
Exh ib i t  P- 1 60 .) 

a m  How f a r  away from t h e  pagoda was your house? 

A. Right down i n  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g  an a r e a  south 
of.My Lai  (4 )  nea r  t h e  model v i l l a g e )  . 
Q- That i s  where t h e  model v i l l a g e  i s .  Was your 
house nea r  t h e r e ?  

A. This  i s  where I went t o  work. 
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Q a I see. Where was your  house? 

A *  1 My house was i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g  a r e a  marked 
X on E x h i b i t  P-160) and I went t o  work t h i s  way ( o u t l i n i n g  
r o u t e  w i t h  f i n g e r )  . 
Q Was t h i s  p l a c e  where you w e r e  working n e a r  Son 
My model v i l l a g e ?  

A,  Y e s ,  i t  was n e a r  t h e  mcdel v i l l a g e .  

Q How many meters  w a s  your  house from t h e  pagoda? 

A. About 50 meters. 

Q The pagoda i s  h e r e  and your  house t h e r e  ( i n d i -
c a t i n g ) .  That  would be  about 300 meters .  

A. I am n o t  s u r e  o f  t h e  l o c a t i o n .  

Q W e l l ,  I w i l l  j u s t  e r a s e  t h e  X.  To p u t  it i n  would 
j u s t  be confus ing .  Were you working i n  t h e  f i e l d s  when t h e  
Americans came on March 1 6 t h ,  1968? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Did you s e e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  s t r i k e  n e a r  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. rnl-rllt:- ai-tilleryfii-efellaKo.uilG .tlie -viilaye*1.t 

f e l l  on t h r e e  s i d e s  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Did you s e e  h e l i c o p t e r s  l a n d  wi th  s o l d i e r s ?  

A. I w a s  h i d i n g  up t o  my neck i n  w a t e r  a t  t h e  t ime.  

Q Okay. W i l l  you p u t  an X on t h e  photograph where 
.you were when you saw t h e  a r t i l l e r y  s t r i k i n g  around t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

(The w i t n e s s  d i d  as r eques t ed .  ) 

Q . Is t h i s  where you were h i d i n g  when you saw t h e  
a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. Y e s .  
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Q- An X has  been placed on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph, 
~ x h i b i tP-160, t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  l o c a t i o n  t h e  wi tness  says 
she  was h id ing  when t h e  a r t i l l e r y  was f i r i n g .  How long 
d i d  you s t a y  i n  h id ing  a t  t h e  p lace  marked with t h e  X? 

A .  I h i d  t h e r e  f o r  about 3 hours. 

Q. Did you h ide  t h e r e  u n t i l  a l l  t h e  f i r i n g  and a i r -  
c r a f t  had gone away? 

A. While a l l  t h i s  was going on I was h id ing  i n  water 
down here .  

Q- When you l e f t  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of 
t h e  X on t h e  p h o t o ) ,  had a l l  of  t h e  a i r c r a f t  and s o l d i e r s  
gone away from Xom Lang? 

A. I went down here  about 7 o ' c lock  and I . h i d  f o r  
about an hour. 

&. Then what d i d  you do? 

A t  about  10 o ' c lock  I went back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. While you were a t  t h e  p lace  where you were h id ing ,  
d i d  you s e e  any people being k i l l e d  along t h e  road o r  i n  t h e  
paddies around you? 

A. I saw t h e  people assembled and s h o t .  There 
were very many people k i l l e d  along t h e  road. 

Q. A t  7 o ' c lock  and when t h e  a r t i l l e r y  s t a r t e d ,  d id  
you s e e  many people come down t h i s  t r a i l  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t r a i l  
from c e n t e r  of v i l l a g e )  and go along t h e  main road toward 
Quang Ngai? Were any of t h e  c i t i z e n s  running along t h e  
road toward Truong An? 

A. There were a number t h a t  were ab le  t o  escape 
along t h a t  way. 

Q - Did you s e e  any of  t h e  people who were running 
away down t h e  road s h o t  by h e l i c o p t e r s ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  s ee  any k i l l e d  by h e l i c o p t e r s  along 
t h e  road. 
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Q* Did you s e e  any h e l i c o p t e r s  land on t h e  ground
i n  t h i s  a r e a  where you were h id ing?  

A. No. 

Q. When you l e f t  t h e  p lace  you were h i d i n g  and you 
came up t o  t h e  road,  d i d  you s e e  any dead bodies  along t h e  
paddies  r i g h t  i n  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g  l o c a t i o n  on Exh ib i t  P-160 
j u s t  nor th  of t h e  n a t i o n a l  highway)? 

A* There were some dead along t h e  n a t i o n a l  highway
and t h e r e  were some dead along t h i s  t r a i l  going up d i r e c t l y  
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q How many d i d  you s e e  dead on t h e  n a t i o n a l  high-
way? 

A. There were very few on t h e  n a t i o n a l  highway, b u t  
t h e r e  were a g r e a t  many on t h i s  road l ead ing  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q While you were h id ing  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  d i d  you s e e  
how t h e  people were s h o t  t h a t  were dead on t h e  n a t i o n a l  high-
way? 

\ 

A. They were s h o t  by s o l d i e r s .  

Q - Did you s e e  them shot?  

A. They were s h o t  by s o l d i e r s .  Then I went down t o  
Truong An and I re tu rned  a f t e r  t h e  shoot ing  was over. 

Q - Now when you re turned  a f t e r  t h e  shoot ing  was over ,  
how many bodies d i d  you s e e  on t h i s  t r a i l ?  

A. I d i d  no t  count them. There were over  a hundred. 

Q. Okay. Did you see  bodies  anyplace e l s e  except  
along t h i s  t r a i l  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. My husband and ch i ld ren  were k i l l e d .  

Q - Where were they k i l l e d ?  Where d i d  you f i n d  t h e i r  
bodies? 

r 
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A. They were assembled h e r e ,  l e d  o u t  h e r e ,  and were 
k i l l e d .  

Q. Did you f i n d  t h e i r  bodies  a t  t h e  i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h  
o u t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  d i t c h  t o  t h e  west  of t h e  v i l l a g e ) ?  

Q-	 Y e s ,  I found them i n  t h e  d i t c h .  

Q- What was t h e  name of your  husband, and how o l d  
w a s  he? 

A. My c h i l d r e n  a r e  grown, and I don I t  have a hus-
band. 

Q- You say  t h a t  you didn 't have a husband. Who 
w a s  it t h a t  you t o l d  us  you found a t  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A .  I d i d  n o t  have a husband i n  1968. 

Q- Did you have any c h i l d r e n  i n  1968? 

A. 	 Y e s  : 

How many? 

They had grown up a l r eady .  

How many? 

Two c h i l d r e n .  

Q* Two c h i l d r e n .  What w e r e  t h e  names of  t h e  t w o  
c h i l d r e n ?  

A. Pham Thi LE and Pham TAN. 

Q- How o l d  are they? 

A. Pham Thi LE,  12 y e a r s  o l d ;  Pham TAN; 1 3  y e a r s  o ld .  

Q- How o l d  a r e  you? 

A. 	 Twenty-three . 
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Q. Were a l l  o f  t h e  houses i n  t h e  hamlet  burned when 
you came back? 

A. A l l  o f  them were burned. The c a t t l e ,  cows, p i g s ,  
and a l l  t h e  domes t ic  animals  were k i l l e d .  

Q. 	 Were e i t h e r  o f  your  c h i l d r e n  k i l l e d ?  

A. My c h i l d r e n  were n o t  i n j u r e d .  But ,  i n  t h e  a t t a c k ,  
one o f  my younger b r o t h e r s ,  f o u r  o f  my younger s is ters ,  one 
s i s t e r - i n - l a w ,  my mother,  my f a t h e r ,  and t h e  n i n e  c h i l d r e n  
o f  my s i s t e r - i n - l a w  w e r e  k i l l e d .  

Where w e r e  	your  c h i l d r e n  du r ing  t h e  a t t a c k ?  

They were a t  work wi th  me. 

Q - When you came back t o  Xom Lang, d i d  you s e e  a 
d i t c h  w i t h  many bodies  i n  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  I saw a d i t c h  w i t h  many persons  i n  i t ,  many 
bod ie s  i n  it. 

Q - Did you s e e  t h e  bod ie s  o f  any o f  your  r e l a t i v e s  
i n  i t ?  

A. 	 Yes. 

Q. Which ones? Don't worry about names, j u s t  re-
l a t i o n .  

A. I saw one o f  my sisters and my unc le .  I d o n ' t  
know t h e  e x a c t  number, b u t  t h e r e  were members o f  my fami ly  
and members of o t h e r  f a m i l i e s  t h e r e  a l s o .  

A. Okay. Who b u r i e d  t h e  members o f  your  fami ly  t h a t  
were k i l l e d ?  

A. The v i l l a g e r s  from t h e  o t h e r  hamlets  came and 
b u r i e d  them. 

MR 	 WALSH: Thank you f o r  coming h e r e  today t o  h e l p  us .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1405 hours ,  1 January  19 70 .) 
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SUMMARY O F  TESTIMONY 

WITNESS:  QUYEN, H o  

DATE O F  TESTIMONY: 4 January 1 9 7 0  

PLACE O F  TESTIMONY: J o i n t  U n i t e d  States Publ ic  A f f a i r s  
O f f i c e ,  Q u a n g  N g a i  C i t y ,  R e p u b l i c  of V i e t n a m  

WITNESS  SUSPECTED O F :  N/A 

COUNSEL: N o n e  

RESIDENCE ON 1 6  MARCH 1 9 6 8 :  C o  L a y  H a m l e t  

KNOWLEDGE O F  THE MY L A 1  OPERATION.  

T h e  w i t n e s s  had a h o m e  i n  C o  L a y  w h i c h  w a s  burned 
i n  1 9 6 8  ( p g s .  1, 2 ) .  H e  w a s  n o t  ce r t a in  w h e n  it w a s  
destroyed Qr by whom it w a s  done ( p g s .  1, 2 ) .  H e  w a s  
f i s h i n g  a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  operat ion ( p g - 2 ) .  H e  d i d  no t  
hear t h a t  people w e r e  k i l l e d  by A m e r i c a n s  on 1 6  M a r c h  
1 9 6 8  (pg. 2 ) .  
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Unsworn s ta tement  of H o  QUYEN w a s  t aken  a t  t h e  
J o i n t  United S t a t e s  P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  O f f i c e ,  Quang Ngai C i t y ,  
Republic o f  Vietnam, on 4 January 1970. The q u e s t i o n s  were 
posed t o  MR QUYEN by MR WALSH. A l s o  p r e s e n t  was MAJ David 
D. DANTZSCHER who a c t e d  a s  i n t e r p r e t e r .  A l l  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  
w e r e  t r a n s l a t e d  by MAJ DANTZSCHER i n t o  Vietnamese and a l l  
of  t h e  answers by MR QUYEN were t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  Engl ish by 
MAJ DANTZSCHER. 

MR WALSH: What i s  your  name? 

A. H o  QUYEN. 

Q Where do you l i v e ?  

A. I l i ve  i n  My Xuan H a m l e t .  

Q. How o l d  are you? 

A. I ' m  40 y e a r s  o ld .  

Q- A r e  you a member  of t h e  P c s u l a r  Force? 

A. Y e s ,  I a m  a member of  t h e  Popular  Force.  

Q - Were you l i v i n g  i n  C o  'Luy Hamlet i n  March 1968? 

A =  -T had a house there ,  bv.t I v a s n ' t  there,  

Q- Where w a s  your house loca ted?  

A. My house w a s  i n  Xuan Duong. 

Q* Where w e r e  you l i v i n g  on March 1 6 ,  1968? 

A. I w a s  a t  sea and d i d  n o t  have a home, o r  I was n o t  
a t  home. 

Q - Was your  house burned by t h e  Americans du r ing  t h i s  
ope ra t ion  i n  March 1968? 

A. My house was burned, b u t  I d i d  no t  see who burned 
it. 

Q- But it was burned a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  March 16t h ,  1968? 
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A. 	 Y e s .  Every th ing  h a s  been des t royed .  

Q. 	 Every th ing  now has  been des t royed  o r  t hen?  

A. 	 Now, e v e r y t h i n g  has  been des t royed .  

Q- Was e v e r y t h i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a  d e s t r o y e d  d u r i n g  the  
American o p e r a t i o n  on March 1 6 t h ,  1968? 

A .  I do n o t  remember i n  what month it w a s  d e s t r o y e d ,  
b u t  it was i n  196%. I was f i s h i n g  and I d i d  n o t  r e t u r n  home 
on t h a t  d a t e  in March 1968, 

Q - 	 When d i d  you r e t u r n  home a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. 	 I have never  been back t o  v i s i t  t h e  area. 

Q - Have you hea rd  t h a t  many people  w e r e  k i l l e d  by t h e  
Americans i n  My Hoi and Xuan Ducng on March 1 6 t h ,  1968? 

A. 	 Na, I never  h e a r d  t h a t .  

MR 	 WALSH: Thank you f o r  coming i n  t o  h e l p  u s .  

(The hearing r eces sed  a t  1405 hour s ,  4 January  1 9 7 0 . )  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: THUA, Pham 

DATE O F  TESTIMONY: 5 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: P u b l i c  S a f e t y  Detachment, Qilang Ngai 
C i t y ,  Republ ic  o f  South Vietnam. 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

RESIDENCE ON 16 MARCH 1968: Binh Tay, Tu Cung H a m l e t  

TESTIMONY. 

M r .  THUA i s  16 y e a r s  o l d .  On 16 March 1969 he l i v e d  
i n  Binh Tay , a t i n y  subhamlet  a d j a c e n t  t o  My La i  ( 4 )  . 
The wit~esshid in 2 t;u~!:er z z n e ~ a l e d  thicket.by a b a ~ ; b ~ o  
H e  s a w  t h r e e  h e l i c o p t e r s  l a n d  and 15  U.S. s o l d i e r s  ga the red  
16 v i l l a g e r s  from Binh Tay and s h o t  them a t  " I "  on E x h i b i t  
P-160. The w i t n e s s  saG seven Negro s o l d i e r s  commit r ape  
(pgs .  3 ,  4 ) .  The s o l d i e r s  burned a l l  o f  t h e  houses i n  Binh 
Tay and k i l l e d  some more people i n  t h e  p roces s  (pg. 3 ) .  The 
s o l d i e r s  assembled 200 people  of Binh Tay a t  p o i n t  I ,  E x h i b i t  
P-160. The Negro s o l d i e r s  wanted t o  s h o o t  t h e  people ,  b u t  
t h e  wh i t e  s o l d i e r s ,  one w a s  a s e r g e a n t ,  would n o t  allow t h e  
people t o  be s h o t  (pgs .  5 ,  6 ) .  The v i l l a g e r s  t h e n  r a n  t o  
t h e  southwest  (pgs .  5 ,  6 ) .  A l l  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s t o c k  w e r e  
k i l l e d  (pg.  71 . 
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Unsworn s t a t e m e n t  o f  Pham THUA was t a k e n  a t  
P u b l i c  S a f e t y  Detachment, Quang Ngai C i t y ,  Republ ic  of  
Vietnam, on 5 January 1970. The q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  posed 
t o  MR THUA by MR WALSH. Also p r e s e n t  w a s  I W  David D. 
DANTZSCHER, who a c t e d  as i n t e r p r e t e r .  A l l  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  
were t r a n s l a t e d  by MAJ DANTZSCHER i n t o  Vietnamese, and 
a11 t h e  answers by MR THUA w e r e  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  Engl i sh  
by M A J  DANTZSCHER. 

MR WALSH: What i s  your  name? 

A. My name i s  Pham THUA. 

Q How o l d  are you? 

A. S i x t e e n .  

Q Were you l i v i n g  i n  Tu Cung Hamlet on March t h e  
16th, 1968? 

A. On March 1 6 t h ,  1968, I l i v e d  i n  t h e  subhamlet  
of Binh Tay, Tu Cung Hamlet. 

(Witness i s  g iven  o r i e n t a t i o n  on a e r i a l  photo-
graph of Tu Cung Hamlet, E x h i b i t  P-160, by )IR WALSH.) 

Q W i l l  you p l e a s e  mark t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  your  house 
w i t h  a G? 

(Witness marked a s  r e q u e s t e d  on E x h i b i t  P-160 .) 

Q. Now, were you i n  your  house w i t h  your  family  
when you h e a r d  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  on t h e  morning o f  March 16 th?  

A. A t  9 o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  morning. I s t a y e d  i n  my 
house w i t h  my fami ly .  I saw t h a t  Xom Lang w a s  burn ing .  
And somebody came t o  t h e  bunkers ,  and on t h e  same day 
he l i cop te r - -

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  J u s t  a minute.  A t  9 o ' c l o c k  
you s a w  t h a t  Xom Lang w a s  burning? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. And you and your  fami ly  w e r e  h i d i n g ?  

A. I n  bunkers .  
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Q Were t h e  bunkers n e a r  your  house? 

A. I was h i d i n g  i n  a bunker n e a r  my house i n  Binh 
Tay and saw t h e  houses burn ing  i n  Xorn Lang. 

Q Did any s o l d i e r s  come t o  Binh Tay t h a t  day.  

A. I s a w  t h r e e  h e l i c o p t e r s  come i n t o  t h i s  area 
( i n d i c a t i n g  a r e a  on E x h i b i t  P-160) . 

Q P l e a s e  mark t h a t  a r e a  wi th  an H .  

(Witness does as r eques t ed . )  

Q a Did h e l i c o p t e r s  come i n t o  t h e  a r e a  marked w i t h  
an H on t h e  photograph? 

A. Y e s ,  t h r e e .  

Q Three h e l i c o p t e r s  came t o  t h e  p o i n t  marked H 
on t h e  photo.  And d i d  t hey  l a n d  on t h e  ground? 

A. Yes, a l l  t h r e e  of them landed.  

Q And d i d  any s o l d i e r s  g e t  o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s ?  

A .  The h e l i c o p t e r s  landed and d i scha rged  t h e  t r o o p s ,  
who proceeded t o  t h e  southwest .  Reaching t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n
For~ioaof sii-Li yay, tliey asseri,j,led -&o-u~i 1 6  ~ c k ~

t h e y  assembled t h e  16 peop le ,  t h e y  s h o t  and k i l l e d  them. 

(Witness marks l o c a t i o n  on E x h i b i t  P-160 w i t h  
1 1 

Q e  Ilow n a y  s o l d i e r s  g o t  o u t  c f  the h ~ l i c o p . t e r s ?  

A .  There were about 15  Americans. 

Q How many people  d i d  t hey  shoot  a t  t h a t  s o u t h e a s t  
co rne r  of Binh Tay? 

A.  S i x t e e n  people  a t  t h a t  s p o t .  

Q The s p o t  marked I? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. How could you s e e  t h e  people  s h o t  a t  p o i n t  I 
i f  you were h i d i n g  i n  a bunker a t  p o i n t  G? 
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A. My family s tayed i n  bunkers near  my house,  b u t  
I had gone t o  h ide  i n  a bunker i n  a bamboo t h i c k e t  near  
p o i n t  I. 

Qe About 1 6  were k i l l e d  t h e r e  you say? 

A. Sixteen.  

Q. Afte r  they sho t  t h e  people,  what d i d  they  do then? 

A.  They burned t h e  houses. 

Q. Did they burn a l l  of t h e  houses i n  Binh Tay? 

A.  A l l  t h e  houses were destroyed i n  Binh Tay , and 
they  a l s o  sho t  more people while  they were burning t h e  houses.  

Q- Did you see  any of t h e  s o l d i e r s ?  

A .  I w a s  i n  a bamboo t h i c k e t ,  and I c o u l d n ' t  s e e  
a l l  t he  t ime. 

Q. Were they white s o l d i e r s  o r  Negro s o l d i e r s ?  

A. There were four  white  s o l d i e r s ,  and t h e  r e s t  were 
colored.  

Q That wouid be  ii cvlored  s o l d i e r s ?  

A. Yes, 11 colored.  

Q Did one of t h e  s o l d i e r s  seem t o  be i n  charge of 
the o t h e r s ?  

A .  I d i d  n o t  recognize anyone as  be ing  t h e  l eader .  

Q. Did you s e e  any of t h e  s o l d i e r s  rape  any of t h e  
women? 

A. Y e s .  

Q One o r  more than one? 

A. Seven. 

Q Seven? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. Of t h e  s even ,  how many d i d  you s e e ?  

A .  I saw them a l l .  

Q The s o l d i e r s  who raped  t h e  women, were they
whi te  s o l d i e r s  o r  Negro s o l d i e r s ?  

A .  A l l  of  them w e r e  Negroes. 

Q How long w e r e  t h e  s o l d i e r s  i n  Binh Tay b e f o r e  
t hey  l e f t ?  

A.  About an hour and a h a l f .  
\ 

& Where d i d  t hey  go a f t e r  they  f i n i s h e d  bu rn ing  
t h e  houses and shoo t ing  t h e  people?  

A. A f t e r  t hey  completed burn ing  t h e  houses and 
s h o o t i n g  t h e  peop le ,  t hey  c ros sed  t h e  r i v e r  and proceeded 
southward i n t o  t h e  c e n t e r  a r e a  of Xom Lang v i l l a g e .  I 
c a n ' t  s a y  e x a c t l y .  They went o v e r  t h e  b r i d g e  and headed 
s o u t h  i n t o  Xom Lang, and I d o n ' t  know what happened a f t e r  
t h a t .  

Q Did t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  t a k e  o f f  and l eave  a s  soon 
a s  they  l e f t  t h e  s o l d i e r s  a t  t h e  p o i n t  marked H? 

A .  They depart-ed i.m.mediate1y. 

Q Okay. Did you a c t u a l l y  s e e  t h e  s o l d i e r s  g e t t i n g  
o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s ?  

A .  Y e s ,  I s a w  them. 

Q We t h i n k  t h a t  we know t h a t  some of t h e  s o l d i e r s  
from h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  Xom Lang) walked up h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  
Binh Tay) and t h e n  walked back. And t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  
h e l i c o p t e r s  ove r  h e r e ,  c i r c l i n g  around,  t h a t  s h o t  s e v e r a l  
VC w i t h  weapons i n  t h i s  a r e a .  Everything t h a t  you have 
s a i d  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  what w e  know excep t  t h e  s o l d i e r s  
g e t t i n g  o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  which you . b e l i e v e  could  
n o t  have happened. I want t o  make s u r e  t h a t  you s a w  w i t h  
your  own eyes--saw them g e t t i n g  o u t ,  and t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  
have walked over  from h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  Xom Lang).  
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A.  I w a s  h id ing  i n  t h e  bamboo a r e a ,  and t h e  h e l i -
copters  came i n  and landed i n  t h e  a r e a  marked H. 

Q How many people were k i l l e d  by t h e  s o l d i e r s  a l -
toge the r  i n  Binh Tay? 

A.  Sixteen .  

Q Six teen ,  w a i t  a minute. You s a i d  l 6  were k i l l e d  
i n  t h e  a r e a  of I ,  and then  they k i l l e d  o t h e r s  when they 
went through burning t h e  v i l l a g e .  What I want i s  t h e  t o t a l  
number k i l l e d ?  

A .  They assembled t h e  people and l ead  them--this i s  
a f t e r  they k i l l e d  t h e  1 6 .  They then  took about 2 0 0  people,  
and t h e  Negroes wanted t o  shoot  them. And t h e  whi te  sold-
i e r s  would not  permit  it. 

Q Now, l e t ' s  g e t  t h i s  i n  o r d e r ?  When t h e  s o l d i e r s  
f i r s t  came i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  they then  shoot  t h e  16 
people r i g h t  away when they f i r s t  came? 

A. Yes. 

Q That is  a p o i n t  I ?  And t h e n  t h e  s o l d i e r s  went 
through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  burned t h e  houses,  c o l l e c t e d  people i n  
a group, and brought them back down t o  a p o i n t  n e a r  I ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. And then ,  d id  t h e  Negro s o l d i e r s  want t o  shoot 
a l l  of t h e s e ,  and t h e  white s o l d i e r s  would n o t  l e t  them? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Well, was t h e  white s o l d i e r  i n  charge of the - -a l l  
of t h e  s o l d i e r s ?  

A. About 200 people were assembled. A Negro s o l d i e r  
wanted t o  shoot  them. There were two Caucasian s o l d i e r s  who 
would no t  permit  them t o  shoot  them. The two Caucasian 
s o l d i e r s  t o l d  t h e  people t o  g e t  o u t ,  l eave  t h e  a r e a .  

Q - And d i d  they a l l  t h e n  run away t o  t h e  west? 
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A. Thay ran  away t o  t h e  southwest.  

Q When they assembled a l l  the people  t h e r e ,  w a s  
t h e r e  a Caucasian,  a wh i t e  s o l d i e r ,  w i th  two b a r s  on t h e  
f r o n t  of h i s  helmet? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  What d i d  you do a f t e r - -d id  you leave  
t h i s  p l ace  wi th  t h e  rest of the people ,  o r  d i d  you s t a y  hid-
i n g  i n  your bamboo t h i c k e t ?  

A. I s t ayed  i n  t h e  bamboo. 

Q You stayed i n  t h e  bamboo. And then  t h e  s o l d i e r s  
went on down t h i s  way ( i n d i c a t i n g  d i r e c t i o n  of  Xom Lang) . 
Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q How many s o l d i e r s  went down t h i s  way? 

A. About 15. 

Q F i f t e e n .  

A.  About 15.  

Q Did you n o t i c e  t h a t  one o f  t h e  Negro s o l d i e r s  
had t h r e e  s t r i p e s  on h i s  arm? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. The s o l d i e r  who had t h a t  on h i s  arm, was he  wh i t e  
o r  colored? 

A. White, s ir .  

Q You saw a  whi te  s o l d i e r  with  s t r i p e s  on h i s  s l e e v e ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q Were any s h o t  and wounded? 

A. Only one w a s  wounded. 
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Q Were any of t h e  animals s h o t ,  t h e  b u f f a l o ,  
p i g s ,  and what n o t ?  

A. Y e s ,  they  s h o t  t h e  b u f f a l o .  

Q. Did they  shoot  a l l  of  them? 

A .  They s h o t  a l l  of t h e  l i v e s t o c k .  

MR WALSH: A l l  r i g h t .  

W e  are s o r r y  t h a t  t h e  Americans did t h i s  t h i n g ,  
and t h o s e  who d i d  it w i l l  be punished.  W e  a p p r e c i a t e  you 
coming t o  help us today.  

(THUA) 

(The  hea r ing  r eces sed  a t  1805 h o u r s ,  5 January  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: T I N H ,  Troung 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 4 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: J o i n t  United S t a t e s  P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  
O f f i c e ,  Quang Ngai C i t y ,  Republic o f  Vietnam. 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

RESIDENCE ON 16 MARCH 1968: Res iden t  o f  Co Luy, 

Though a r e s i d e n t  o f  Co Luy t h e  w i t n e s s '  family  had 
been evacua ted  and he was a t  s e a  on 1 6  March 1 9 6 8  ( p g . 1 ) .  
The on ly  persons  whom he heard  o f  a s  be ing  k i l l e d  on t h a t  
date in his h x a  srca ::crc V i e t  Cocq. B s  hciS zct r s t u r n z d  
t o  h i s  home s i n c e  16 March 1968 ( p g . 2 ) .  
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Unsworn s ta tement  of Truong T I N H  was taken a t  t h e  
J o i n t  United S t a t e s  Publ ic  A f f a i r s  O f f i c e ,  Quang Ngai C i ty ,  
Republic of Vietnam, on 4 January 1970.  The ques t ions  were 
posed t o  MR T I N H  by MR WALSH. Also p resen t  was MAJ Donald 
D. DANTZSCHER who ac ted  as i n t e r p r e t e r .  A l l  of t h e  ques t ions  
were t r a n s l a t e d  by MAJ DANTZSCHER i n t o  Vietnamese and a l l  
of t h e  answers by MR TINH were t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  English by 
MAJ DANTZSCHER. 

MR WALSH: What i s  your name? 

Truong T I N H .  

Q. Where do you l i v e ?  

A. In  t h e  model v i l l a g e ,  Tu Cung Model. Vi l l age .  

Q. How o ld  a r e  you? 

A. Thir ty- three  yea r s  o l d .  

Q Are you a member of t h e  Popular Force? 

A. Yes. 

9 Were you l i v i n g  i n  Co Luy i n  March 1968? 

A. My home was i n  Co Luy, b u t  I was ou t  a t  s e a .  

Q. What subhamlet d id  you l i v e  i n  i n  Co Luy? 

A. It wasn ' t  a subhamlet. My home was n e a r  Xuan Duong 
Subhamlet. 

Q. Was your family l i v i n g  a t  your house whi le  you were 
a t  sea?  

A. N o ,  they had evacuated. 

Q. Did you have any r e l a t i v e s  l i v i n g  i n  My Hoi o r  Xuan 
Duong i n  March of 1968? 

A. No. 

Q Do you know of anyone who was l i v i n g  i n  Xuan Duong 
o r  My Hoi a t  t h e  time of t h e  opera t ion  i n  March of 1968, who i s  
now l i v i n g  a t  Tu Cung Model Vi l lage?  
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A .  No, I do n o t  know very many i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and I 
w a s  o u t  a t  sea .  I am i n  t h e  Army and I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Did you ever  hea r  t h a t  many persons i n  Xom Lang
and My Hoi were k i l l e d  i n  t h e  American opera t ion  i n  March 
1968? 

A. The only persons t h a t  I heard were k i l l e d  were VC. 

Q. How many VC d i d  you hear  were k i l l e d ?  

A.  I was f a r  away and I have no i d e a  of how many were 
k i l l e d .  

Q. Have you been back t o  your house s i n c e  t h e  opera t ion  
on March 16th ,  1968? 

A. No, I have n o t  re turned .  I have been i n  t h e  Army 
and s t a t i o n e d  f a r  away. 

Q. Do you know of anyone who w a s  l i v i n g  i n  My Hoi o r  
Xuan Duong a t  t h e  t ime of t h e  American opera t ion  i n  March 1968 
who i s  now l i v i n g  i n  Son My Vi l l age  o r  t h i s  a rea?  

A. No. 

NR WALSH: Thank you very much. 

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1435 hours ,  4 January 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: TONG, Le 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 5 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: P u b l i c  S a f e t y  Detachment, Quang Ngai 
C i t y ,  Republ ic  o f  South Vietnam 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

RESIDENCE ON 16 MARCH 1968: Thuan Yen H a m l e t .  

TESTIMONY. 

M r .  TONG l i v e d  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  w i t h  h i s  fami ly  on 
16 March 1968. When t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  began t o  come i n ,  
t h e y  h i d  i n  a bunker under a bamboo t h i c k e t  (pg.  2 ) .  A f t e r  
about  an hour  American s o l d i e r s  took t h e  fami ly  o u t  o f  t h e i r  
s h e l t e r  and l e d  them t o  Binh Dong (pg.  2 ) .  L a t e r  t hey  
were r e l e a s e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  My La i  ( 4 )  (pg. 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s '  
house was burned and his t h r e e  p i g s  w e r e  s h o t  (pg. 4 ) .  
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NUblBER D E S C R I P T I O N  

P-16 

P-22 Miscel laneous Scene 

I 


P-23 Misce1Paneous Scene -' 1 
P-160 A e r i a l  photo  o f  My La i  

NOTES PAGES---. -.. 

I d e n t i f i e d  CHAU, a )  

16 March 1968
-- _.-- I 
survivor 

NHUONG who 
-survived on 
1 6  March and l i v e s  1 
i n  Saigon.  

3 
~ l t m d  r e -n o t  

cognize t h e  people  

i n  t h e  p i c t u r e .  


2 
"B" marks l o c a t i o n  

of w i t n e s s '  house. 1 


. 
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Unsworn s ta tement  of Le TONG was t aken  a t  Pub l i c  
Safe ty  Detachment, Quang Ngai C i t y ,  Republic of  Vietnam, on 5 
January 1970. The ques t ions  w e r e  posed t o  MR TONG by MR 
WALSH. Also p r e s e n t  was MAJ David D. DANTZSCHER who ac ted  
as  i n t e r p r e t e r .  A l l  ques t ions  w e r e  t r a n s l a t e d  by MAJ 
DANTZSCHER i n t o  Vietnamese and a l l  t h e  answers by MR TONG 
were t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  English by NAJ DANTZCHER. 

MR WALSH: What i s  your name? 

A. Le TONG. 

Q- How o l d  a r e  you? 

A. S ix ty- three .  

Q A r e  you a n a t i v e  of  Thuan Yen Subhamlet? 

A. My home w a s  i n  My Khe, b u t  i n  1967 I moved t o  
Xom Lang. 

Q Were you i n  your house i n  Thuan Yen Hamlet when 
t h e  Americans came on March 1 6 t h ,  1968? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Did you l i v e  n e a r  t h e  pagoda? 

A. H e r e .  (Witness po in ted  t o  a r e a  on a e r i a l  photo,  
Exh ib i t  P-160 .) 

Q Mark t h a t  wi th  a B. 

(The wi tness  does a s  reques ted .  ) 

Who was wi th  you i n  your  house when t h e  Americans 
came? 

A. My wife .  

Q Anyone e l s e ?  

A. There was a t o t a l  of s i x  people  i n  t h e  house. I n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  myself and my w i f e ,  t h e r e  was one c h i l d  of mine, 
my s i s t e r ,  and two people of my s i s t e r ' s  family.  
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Q What d i d  you do when you heard  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  

A.  A t  t h a t  t ime we took s h e l t e r .  We were on o u r  way 
t o  work and toolc s h e l t e r .  

Q Where d i d  you t a k e  s h e l t e r ?  

A.  There w a s  a s h e l t e r  under t h e  bamboo t h i c k e t  n e a r  
my house. 

Q - Did a l l  of you t a k e  s h e l t e r  i n  t h a t  t h i c k e t  o r  
bunker o r  whatever  it was? 

A .  A l l  of my family  took s h e l t e r  when w e  h e a r d  t h e  
f i r i n g .  

Q .  How long  d i d  you s t a y  i n  t h e  s h e l t e r ?  

A, W e  s t a y e d  i n  t h e  s h e l t e r  about  an hour .  

Q Were t h e  Americans gone when you came o u t  o f  t h e  
s h e l t e r ?  

A.  T h e  Americans took us o u t  of  t h e  s h e l t e r  and l e d  
u s  t o  Binh Dong. 

Q Binh Dong? 

A. Y e s .  I a m  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  it . w a s  Binh Dong t h a t  w e  
were l e d  t o .  

Q .  How many s o l d i e r s  took you t o  Binh 3ong? 

A .  Ten s o l d i e r s .  

Q Were they  Caucasian s o l d i e r s  o r  Negro s o l d i e r s ?  

A .  They were mixed, bo th  Caucasian and Negro. 

Q. D i d  t hey  have a l e a d e r ?  

A .  We were t aken  t o  Binh Dong and a f t e r  t h a t  w e  
were r e l e a s e d  and s e n t  back t o  Xom Lang. 
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Q And how many people went wi th  you from Xom Lang 
t o  Binh Dong? How many Vietnamese? 

A .  There were four  people led t o  Binh Dong. There 
were four  people i n  my family and they  were taken t o  Binh 
Dong. 

Q Were any of t h e s e  people taken  t o  Binh Dong?
(MR WALSH shows t h e  wi tness  photo P-23 .) 

A. No. 

Q. Do you recognize any of them? 

A.  No. I don' t know any of  t h e  people i n  t h e  p i c t u r e .  

Q. Do you know t h i s  man? ( H e  shows t h e  wi tness  photo 
P-22. ) 

A. M r .  Cuu NHUONG. 

Q Is he s t i l l  a l i v e  today? 

A. Yes. He i s  s t i l l  zlive ic Saiqcz.  

Q- Do you know Mot THO? 

A. Y e s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know ' i f  he  i s  s t i l l  a l i v e  though. 

Q Do you know t h i s  man? (He shows t h e  wi tness  photo 
P-16. ) 

A.  Y e s ,  CHAU. 

Q Is he  s t i l l  a l i v e ?  

A .  I know him, bu t  I d o n ' t  know where he i s  now. 

Q. Have you seen him s i n c e  March 16 ,  1968? Was he 
a l i v e  a f t e r  March 16 , 1968? 

A. Y e s ,  he was s t i l l  a l i v e .  

Q. Was your house burned? 
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A. Yes, it w a s  completely burned. 

Q Was any of your l i v e s t o c k  k i l l e d ?  

A.  My t h r e e  p i g s  were shot. 

(The hearing recessed a t  1 6 0 0  hour s ,  5 
January 1970.  ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: TUONG, Nguyen Khae 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 5 January 1 9 7 0  

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: P u b l i c  S a f e t y  Detachment, Quang Ngai 
C i t y ,  V i e t n a m .  

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Res iden t  of My L a i  ( 4 ) .  

1. ASSAULT ON MY LA1. 
The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he h i d  w i t h  h i s  fami ly  i n  a 

bunker under  h i s  house when t h e  a r t i l l e r y  a t t a c k  began 
(pgs .  1, 2 )  . Some u.S. t r o o p s  l e d  h i s  fami ly  away a t  
about  e i g h t  o ' c l o c k ,  b u t  t h e  w i t n e s s  remained behind unseen 
(pg.  2 ) .  Approximately 20 minutes  l a t e r  ano the r  group o f  
s o l d i e r s  f i r e d  t h e  w i t n e s s  ' home (pg.  3 )  . 
2. AFTERMATH OF THE ASSAULT. 

A f t e r  t h e  U.S. t r o o p s  l e f t  t h e  w i t n e s s  emerged from 
h i s  h i d i n g  p l a c e  (pg.  3 ) .  The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he 
s a w  t h e  body o f  THO i n  a w e l l  and t h e  bod ie s  o f  h i s  fami ly  
on a t r a i l  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs .  4 ,  5 )  . He s a i d  h i s  w i f e  
escaped (pg. 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  accounted f o r  perhaps  200 
people  i n  t h e  d i t c h  (pg.  6 ) .  The w i t n e s s  t o l d  o f  h i s  burying 
h i s  fami ly  a t  seven o ' c lock  t h a t  evening  (pg.  6 ) . 
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Unsworn s ta tement  of Nguyen Khae TUONG w a s  
taken a t  Pub l i c  Sa fe ty  Detachment, Quang Ngai C i t y ,  Re-
p u b l i c  of Vietnam, on 5 January 1970. The ques t ions  
were posed by MR WALSH. Also p r e s e n t  was IIAJ David D. 
DANTZSCHER, who ac ted  a s  i n t e r p r e t e r .  A l l  of  t h e  
q u e s t i o n s  were t r a n s l a t e d  by MAJ DANTZSCHER i n t o  V i e t -
namese, and a l l  of t h e  answers by MR TUONG were t r a n s -
l a t e d  i n t o  Engl ish by MAJ DANTZSCHER. 

MR WALSH: What 2s your name? 

A. Nguyen Khae TUONG. 

Q. How o l d  a r e  you? 

For ty .  

A r e  you a n a t i v e  of  Tu Cung? 

A .  Y e s .  

Q Were you l i v i n g  i n  Tu Cung i n  March 1968? 

A.  I w a s .  

(The wi tness  was o r i e n t e d  a s  t o  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of 
t h e  d i f f e r e n t  hamlets which a r e  shown on t h e  a e r i a l  photo,  
E x h i b i t  P-160.)  

Q Where i s  your house? 

A .  H e r e .  

Mark t h e  l o c a t i o n  with  an F. 

(Witness d i d  a s  reques ted .  ) 

Were you i n  your house wi th  your family when you 
heard a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  on t h e  morning of  16 March 1968? 

A. Y e s ,  I and my family.  

Q. How many people  are t h e r e  i n  your family? 

A.  Five.  

Q Where d i d  you go when you heard  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  

.I. 
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A.  When I heard t h e  Americans f i r e ,  I went t o  
a bunker i n  t h e  house. 

You h i d  i n  a bunker i n  your house? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did a l l  f i v e  of your family h ide  wi th  you i n  
t h e  bunker? 

A. Yes, a l l .  

Q Did the American s o l d i e r s  come t o  your house? 

A. Y e s .  

Q e How many? 

A. I do not  know how many Americans came t o  t h e  
bunker. I only know t h a t  Americans came t o  my house. I 
remained i n  t h e  bunker. 

Q How long d id  you s t a y  i n  t h e  bunker? 

A. From 7 o 'c lock  t o  1 2  o ' c lock .  

0 - Did t h e  Americans d iscover  you i n  t h e  bunker? 

A. They l e d  my family away. 

Q You didn ' t answer the ques t ion .  

A. The Americans l e d  my e n t i r e  family away. 

52.  But you s t ayed  behind? 

A. My family w a s  taken o u t ,  but  I remained t h e r e .  

Q About what time i n  t h e  morning d i d  t h e  Americans 
come and l ead  your family ou t?  

A.  About 8 o ' c lock  i n  t h e  morning. 

Q . Did t h e  s o l d i e r s  who l e d  your family o u t  of t h e  
bunker a l s o  burn t h e  house a t  t h e  same time? 

\ 

A.  The f i r s t  group came i n t o  my house and got  my 
family t o  go, bu t  they  d i d  no t  k i l l .  And t h e  second group 
came t o  bur? my house. 
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Q You say t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  group g o t  your  family? 

A .  The f i r s t  group go t  my family t o  go t h i s  p l a c e ,  
t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  a r e a  on t h e  photo)  on t h e  t r a i l  
south of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Did you see t h e  s o l d i e r s  who came and l e d  your 
family away? 

A. I d i d  n o t  see them, b u t  I heard  t h e  Americans 
come i n t o  t h e  house and , t a l k  i n  t h e  house.  

Q You d i d  no t  s e e  them? 

A. No, I d i d  no t  see them, b u t  I heard  them come 
i n t o  t h e  house. 

Q =  How long a f t e r  t h e  s o l d i e r s  l e d  your family 
away d i d  t h e  o t h e r  s o l d i e r s  come and burn your house? 

A. About 20 minutes. 

Q - And d i d  you--why w e r e n ' t  you burned when t h e  
house w a s  burned i f  you were i n  t h e  bunker? 

A.  I w a s  i n  a s h e l t e r  underneath t h e  house. 

Q. What d i d  you do when you came o u t  o f  t h e  bunker 
about 12 o ' c l o c k ?  

A .  A t  1 2  o ' c lock  t h e  Americans l e f t ,  so I came o u t  
of t h e  house. I s tayed  a t  t h e  w e l l  i n  f r o n t  of  my house,  
and I saw somebody dead. 

Q You saw what? 

A .  Somebody dead. 

9. I n  t h e  we l l ?  ' 

A. Yes, i n  t h e  w e l l .  One o l d  man dead i n  t h e  w e l l ,  
and a c h i l d ,  a l s o .  

Q Can you i d e n t i f y  t h e  o l d  man who w a s  i n  t h e  w e l l ?  

(MR WALSH shows wi tness  p i c t u r e ,  Exh ib i t  P-37, 
o f  man i n  w e l l .  ) 
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A.  Y e s .  

Q What I s  h i s  name? 

A.  Truong THO. 

Q What d i d  you do a f t e r  you saw t h e  man i n  t h e  
w e l l ?  

A .  I went t o  look f o r  my o l d  mother. 

Q And where d i d  you f i n d  he r?  

A .  I came t o  t h i s  a r e a  whexe I found my mother -
( i n d i c a t i n g  a r e a  on t r a i l  l e a d i n g  sou th  from c e n t e r  o f  
v i l l a g e ) .  

Q Were t h e r e  many bod ie s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  j u s t  sou th  
of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q Does t h i s  p i c t u r e  (showing E x h i b i t  P-41 
t o  w i t n e s s )  show t h e  bodies  t h a t  were j u s t  sou th  o f  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  Is t h i s  t h e  group of  bodies  t h a t  you s a w  j u s t  
sou th  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

Q Who? 

A .  My mother. Also,  my younger s i s t e r .  

3 Please  mark each w i t h  a number. 

A .  I w i l l  mark my mother w i t h  number 1, and my 
sister number 2 ,  

Q D o  you recognize  anyone e l s e ?  

A.  N o .  

Q Did you f i n d  your  mother and your s i s ter ,  and 
t h e  o t h e r  bodies  shown i n  t h i s  photograph,  about  2 5  meters  
sou th  of t h e  v i l l a g e  on t h e  t r a i l ?  
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A .  Yes, a t  approximately t h i s  s p o t  (po in t ing  t o  
a r e a  on photo along t r a i l  leading  south from t h e  c e n t e r  
of t h e  v i l l a g e ) ,  about 25 meters o u t ,  was t h e  l a r g e  group 
I found. 

MR WALSH: The wi tness  i s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  group of 
bodies shown i n  t h e  photograph P-41 i s  t h e  group of bodies 
t h a t  he found about 25 t o  30 meters south of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
on t h e  t r a i l  l ead ing  d i r e c t l y  south from t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and 
inc luding  h i s  mother and s i s t e r .  

Q What d i d  you do a f t e r  you found t h e  members of 
your family? 

A. I went t o  f i n d  my wife .  

Q Where d i d  you f i n d  your wife?  

A. When t h e  Americans l e f t ,  my wife  ran t o  , t h i s  
a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g  a r e a  on photo,  Exh ib i t  P - 1 6 0 ) .  

Q. Your wife  escaped t o  an a r e a  south of t h e  v i l -
l a g e ,  and you found h e r  a l i v e ?  

A. Yes, a l i v e .  

(Witness i n d i c a t e s  a rea  along t h e  edge of t h e  
t r a i l  l ead ing  south from t h e  v i l l a g e .  ) 

Q. Did you then  go over t o  a r e a  t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h e  
v i l l a g e  and s e e  any bodies i n  t h e  d i t c h  t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A.  Yes, I came t o  t h a t  a r e a  t o  s e e  what o t h e r  re-
l a t i v e s  had d ied .  

Q Were t h e r e  many bodies i n  t h e  i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h  
e a s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Many people d ied  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

Q Were t h e r e  many bodies a l l  along t h e  d i t c h ,  o r  
were most of them a t  t h e  nor thern  end? Where were most of 
t h e  bodies  l o c a t e d  t h a t  were i n  t h e  d i t c h ?. 
A.  I n  t h e  hole  ( d i t c h ) .  

Q The whole l eng th  of t h e  d i t c h ?  
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A .  Yes, t h e  whole l eng th  of  t h e  d i t c h ,  and some. 
ou t s ide .  

Q Some on t h e  banks, on t h e  s i d e s ?  

A .  Yes, on t h e  banks and i n  t h e  ho le .  

Q Approximately how many bodies d i d  you s e e  i n  t h e  
d i t c h ?  

A. Perhaps 200 people.  

Q .  Where d i d  you bury t h e  members of your family? 

A .  About 7 o ' c lock  i n  t h e  evening. 

Q . Where, where d id  you bury them? The l o c a t i o n ?  

A .  I brought them t o  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g  l o c a t i o n  on 
photo) . 
MR WALSH: He brought them t o  a p o i n t  approximately h a l f -
way between Thuan Yen and Binh Tay, approximately 200 
meters nor th  of Thuan Yen. 

All r i g h t .  

I a m  very s o r r y  t h a t  tne members or' your  f a m i l y  
were k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  way by t h e  Americans, and they  w i l l  be 
punished. We apprec ia te  very much your coming t o  h e l p  us. 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1708 hours ,  5 January 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 


WITNESS: VIEN,  Do 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 4 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Headquar te rs ,  .America1 Div i s ion ,  
Chu La i ,  Republic o f  Vietnam. 

COUNSEL: None 

RESIDENCE ON 16 MARCH 1968: Thuan Yen, Tu Cung Hamlet, 
Son My v i l l a g e ,  Republic o f  Vietnam. 

1. DESCRIPTION OF HIS RESIDENCE AND HIS FAMILY. 

The w i t n e s s ,  who i s  34 y e a r s  o l d ,  l i v e d  i n  Thuan Yen 

"CI..t A1 L a i  ( 4 )  ) cr: 16 March 1358. Kith hiin L i v e Z ;  y SW L L ~ 
. - 2  z-, 
Le Thi HUYNH, who w a s  30 y e a r s  o l d ;  h i s  f a t h e r ,  Do NGUYEN, 
who was 70 y e a r s  o l d ;  h i s  mother,  Pham Thi LOA, who w a s  
65 y e a r s  o l d ;  a b r o t h e r ,  Do THANH, who w a s  12 y e a r s  o l d ;  
h i s  sister Do Thi CAN, who was 24 y e a r s  o l d ;  h i s  s i s t e r - i n - l a w ,  
D o  Thi NHAT, who w a s  1 8  years o l d ;  h i s  c o u s i n ,  Le MY, who w a s  
e i g h t  y e a r s  o l d ;  and h i s  two c h i l d r e n ,  Do HAT, aged s ix ,  
and a two y e a r  o l d  (pgs .  1, 2 ) .  Four o f  t h e s e  people  w e r e  
k i l l e d  (pg.  6 ) .  They were t h e  s i x  y e a r  o l d  d a u g h t e r ,  whom 
he  found i n  a p i l e  of  bod ie s  n e a r  h i s  house (pg. 5 ) ,  h i s  
2 4  yea r  o l d  s is ter ,  who was a l s o  i n  t h e  same p i l e  of  bod ie s  
(pgs .  5 ,  6 ) ,  and h i s  s i s t e r - i n - l a w  and e i g h t  y e a r  o l d  cous in  

who were k i l l e d  e lsewhere  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  6 ) .  N o  one 
else i n  t h e  fami ly  was wounded (pg.  6 )  . H i s  house was burned 
and h i s  animals  were k i l l e d  (pg. 7) . 
2 .  HIS KNOWLEDGE OF THE ATTACK ON 16 MARCH 1968. 

H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  a t t a c k  s t a r t e d  about  seven o ' c l o c k  
i n  t h e  morning whi le  he was a t  work d i p p i n g  water i n t o  t h e  
r i c e  f i e l d s  500 meters  from t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 2 ) .  The 
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  came from t h e  nor thwes t  and landed a d j a c e n t  
t o  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  2 ) .  No a r t i l l e r y  landed 
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on t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 3 ) .  The a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  cont inued  
f o r  about  t e n  minutes  and he n o t i c e d  h e l i c o p t e r s  f i r i n g  
" a  l i t t l e  b i t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e "  and a l s o  f i r i n g  down a long  
t h e  road (pg.  3 ) .  The h e l i c o p t e r s  dropped t h e  people  o f f  
i n  an area 100 m e t e r s  w e s t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  H e  r a i s e d  him- 
self  up from where h e  w a s  l y i n g  i n  t h e  f i e l d  and cou ld .  
see f o u r  o r  f i v e  l i f t s .  coming i n  (pg.  3) . When t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r s  l e f t  he  moved i n  a w e s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n .  A 
h e l i c o p t e r  hovered o v e r  him f o r  a s h o r t  p e r i o d  o f  t ime and 
took o f f .  H e  d i d  n o t  have a weapon. H e  c ros sed  over  t h e  
road and went i n t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a  o f  t h e  B a  Lang Subhamlet 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  Truong Hoa, where he remained u n t i l  noon. 
H e  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  by moving up t h e  wes t  s i d e  o f  t h e  
r i v e r  t o  a bend which was southwest  o f  t h e  hamle t ,  t hen  
c r o s s i n g  t h e  r i v e r  and e n t e r i n g  t h e  ~ o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  
hamlet  (pg.  4 ) .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  he m e t  h i s  w i f e  who had t h e i r  
two y e a r  o l d  c h i l d  w i th  h e r  (pg. 4 ) )  and t h e y  proceeded t o  
bury t h e  members o f  t h e i r  fami ly  500 meters  sou th  o f  t h e  
v i l l a g e  and 1 0 0  meters  from t h e  highway, i n  t h e  fami ly  
b u r i a l  ground (pgs .  4 ,  7 ,  8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  
whi le  he was h i d i n g  he d i d  n o t  s e e  s o l d i e r s  shoo t  any o f  t h e  
people  who were f l e e i n g  (pg. 4 ) .  H e  d i d  s e e  h e l i c o p t e r s  
shoo t  i n  an a r e a  b u t  d i d  n o t  see i f  t hey  h i t  anyone (pg .5) .  
While walking through t h e  v i l l a g e  h e  s a w  approximately  20 
women, c h i l d r e n ,  and o l d  men who w e r e  k i l l e d  a longs ide  t h e  
road running from t h e  sou th  o f  t h e  hamlet .  These bod ie s  were 
i n  t h e  rice paddies  on t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  road ,  n o t  on t h e  road.  
There w a s  a l s o  a p i l e  of  bodies  nea r  h i s  home (pg. 5 ) .  
He saw a l s o  two bod ie s  t h e  n e x t  day about  6 0  meters from t h e  
edge o f  t h e  d i t c h .  I le  s t a t e d  t h a t  he hea rd  from v i l l a g e r s  
t h a t  t h e r e  were approximately  80 people  k i l l e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  a 
monk (pg.  9 ) ,  b u t  he would n o t  know t h e  names o f  t h e  people  
k i l l e d  u n l e s s  he made a l i s t  of t h e  f a m i l i e s  (pg. 1 0 )  . 
The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he a l s o  heard  of  some people  be ing  
k i l l e d  i n  My Hol, which 1s a subhamlet  o f  Co Luy. This  he 
heard  from people  t a l k i n g  about  it, and n o t  f r o m  t h e  VC 
propaganda (pg.  10 )  . He heard  t h a t  "under 100" were k i l l e d  
which inc luded  some women and c h i l d r e n  (pgs .  1 0 ,  11). The 
w i t n e s s  a l s o  i d e n t i f i e d  sone photographs (See ~ x h i b i t  ~ i s t ,  
i n f r a )  . 
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EXHIBITS 


EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION-. NOTES PAGES 

' W i t  i a e n t i f i e d  as  a .  
P-3 ~ i s c e l L a n e o u s  Scene farmer . 11 

P-19 Miscellaneous Scene - W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  a 
er 

name on t h e  photo. 
1 1  

W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  an 
e o l d  man and wrote 

h i s  name on t h e  
photo. 11 
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  man 

P-23 Miscellaneous Scene t o  r i g h t  r e a r  of  
photo and wrote h i s  

. name on t h e  photo. 11 
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  Do 

P-37 Miscellaneous Scene QUAN's house and 
w e l l ,  and s a i d  Do 
Dinh LUYEN l i v e d  
t h e r e .  

1 2  
W i t  I d e n t i t l e d  Do 

P-40- i.lisceiianeous Scene ' H A i ,  h i s  s i x  y e a r  
o l d  daughter  I n  

- .  a white  s h i r t  t o  
t h e  l e f t  o t  t h e  

I 

group, Ba XO i n  
t n e  c e n t e r  ox t n e  
group, and Nguyen 
'L'- t o  t n e  r e a r .  

11 
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Unsworn s t a t emen t  of Do V I E N  w a s  t aken  a t  Headquarters ,  
A m e r i c a 1  D iv i s ion ,  Chu L a i ,  Republic of Vietnam, on 4 January 
1970. The q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  posed t o  MR VIEN by MR WALSH. A l s o  
p r e s e n t  w a s  LTC B i l l y  M. STANBERRY, who ac ted  as i n t e r p r e t e r .  
A l l  of t h e  q u e s t i o n s  were t r a n s l a t e d  by LTC STANBERRY i n t o  
Vietnamese and a l l  of t h e  answers by MR VIEN were t r a n s l a t e d  
i n t o  Engl ish by LTC STANBERRY. 

MR WALSK: What i s  your name? 

A. My name i s  D o  V I E N .  I am from Son My. 

Q D o  you l ive  i n  Tu Cung? 

A. Tu Cung Hamlet, Son My V i l l a g e .  I have l i v e d  t h e r e  
a l l  my l i f e .  I am 34 yea r s  o l d .  

9 - D o  you l ive  i n  Thuan Yen? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Were you l i v i n g  i n  Thuan Yen on March 1 6 t h ,  1968? 

A. Y e s .  

Q - Were any members of your  family l i v i n g  i n  t h e  ham-
l e t  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  t hey  were t h e r e .  

Q. Who w e r e  they? Your wife?  Your c h i l d r e n ?  

A. My w i f e  and two c h i l d r e n :  t w o  boys, 2 and 6 y e a r s  
o ld .  

Q • What w a s  your w i f e ' s  name? 

A. Le Thi HUYMH. 

Q How o l d  w a s  she? 

A.  T h i r t y .  M r .  Do NGUYEN, my f a t h e r  also l i v e d  wi th  
me.  H e  w a s  70 y e a r s  o l d .  My mother, Pham Thi LOA, was 65 
y e a r s  o l d .  
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a - Anyone e l s e ?  

A. One younger b r o t h e r ,  and two younger s i s t e r s .  

Q What w e r e  t h e i r  names? 

A. Do THANH. 

Q Tha t ' s  t h e  b r o t h e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  my b r o t h e r  was 12 yea r s  o ld .  My sisters were 
D o  Thi CAN, 24  y e a r s  o l d ,  and Do Thi NHAT. 

Q How o l d  is  she? 

A. Actua l ly  she i s  my s i s t e r - in - l aw.  She is 18 yea r s  
o ld .  She i s  my wife  I s  s i s t e r .  One cousin,  a boy, 8 yea r s  o l d ,  
named L e  MY. And t h a t  is a l l .  

Q Were a l l  of  t h e s e  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  same house on March 
16th?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. * Were you p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  when t h e  American 
o p ~ r a t i c zc&cr th~r" on ;.!crch 1 5 t h ,  

A. I had gone a f t e r  water and I w a s  a t  work about 
500 meters away. I was out  i n  t h i s  a rea  dipping water  i n t o  
t h e  r i c e  f i e l d s .  I was over  i n  t h i s  a rea  ( i n d i c a t i n g  an 
a r e a  approximately 400  t o  500 meters t o  the  west of t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  on t h e  vest s ide of t h e  r i v n r  ly ing  t o  t h e  w e s t  
of t h e  v i l l a g e ) .  

Q I n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  d id  you n o t i c e  any a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  

A. Yes, I saw a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  I t  s t a r t e d  about 7 
o 'c lock  i n  t h e  morning. They were shoot ing from t h i s  d i rec -
t i o n  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  nor thwes t ) .  They were f i r i n g  from t h e  
ncrthwest  . 
Q- And where were they impacting? 

A. Here ( i n d i c a t i n g  an a r e a  immediately ad jacen t  t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e  on t h e  west  and i n  t h e  southwest s i d e s ) .  A l l  
along he re  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e .  
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Q Did any of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  impact on t h e  v i l l a g e  
i t s e l f ?  

A. No, it d i d  not.  A l l  of it was o u t  i n  t h e  paddies.  

Q What d i d  you do when you saw t h e  a r t i l l e r y  landing  
west of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I l a y  down. 

Q. And how long d i d  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  continue? 

A. About 1 0  minutes. 

Q Did you observe many h e l i c o p t e r s  f i r i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a  
of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. They f i r e d  j u s t  a l i t t l r  bit i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
then  they  a l s o  f i r e d  down along t h e  road. Most of t h e  f i r i n g  
w a s  down along t h e  road. Also t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  brought s o l d i e r s  
i n  and l e t  them o f f  i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g  100 meters t o  
t h e  west of t h e  v i l l a g e ) .  From where I was I r a i s e d  up and 
I could s e e  t h e  Americans e n t e r i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  a f t e r  they had 
5 0 L t n m  nFF 4-L-rh b-1 :-nrr+nrc 1 A m n l t  I rnnr .r  h r \ r . r  m 3 n ~ r  ' 

L L G L ~  ULL C A L L  IGILILW~ C-GALI . u v ~ a ~ L I A U V I  ~ 1 u 1 1  a L ~ - A A I  U u L L L b  12 9 R  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  b u t  t h e r e  was a l o t  of them. There must have 
been f o u r  o r  f i v e  l i f t s ;  very,  very many. 

1 

Q. How long d i d  you s t a y  i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  where you 
were h id ing?  

A. Afte r  t h i s  w a s  f i n i s h e d  and the  h e l i c o p t e r s  l e f t  
I took o f f  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  When t h a t  was f i n i s h e d  I moved 
o u t  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  500 meters f a r t h e r ,  and continued due west.  
I n  t h i s  a r e a  a h e l i c o p t e r  hovered over  me f o r  a s h o r t  per iod  
o f  t i m e ,  looked m e  over ,  and took o f f .  I d i d n ' t  have a weapon. 
I ' v e  never had a weapon. 

Q And where d id  you go a f t e r  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  hovered 
over  you? 

A. I went i n t o  Ba Lang Subhamlet. I t  belongs t o  
Truong Hoa Vi l l age .  Yes, I crossed  t h i s  road and I was 
over i n  t h i s  genera l  a rea .  I spen t  t h e  whole day over  here .  
And then when t h e  Americans f i n i s h e d  k i l l i n g  everybody over 
here  I re tu rned  a t  1 2  o ' c lock  noon. I d o n ' t  have a watch 
b u t  I know it was noon, exac t ly  noon, because of where t h e  
sun w a s .  
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Q What pa th  d i d  you t ake  coming back from here  t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I went back through Troung An. I came back i n  
t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  on t h e  west  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r  up t o  t h e  bend 
i n  t h e  r i v e r  southwest of t h e  hamlet,  t o  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  
of Thuan Yen and Truong An, genera l ly  halfway between Thuan 
Yen and Truong An, I crossed t h e  r i v e r ,  and then  I en te red  
h e r e  f i r s t  a t  t h e  southwest corner  of the  hamlet. And then  
I continued around t h e  edge t o  my house which i s  i n  t h i s  
a rea .  I showed t h e  C I D  where my house was yes terday ,  

Q. Did you come back alone o r  wi th  o t h e r s ?  

A.  Are you t a l k i n g  about here? 

Q - Y e s ,  when you came back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I met h e r  i n  t h i s  a r e a  when I came back. 

Q - Whom d id  you meet? 

A, I met my wife  i n  t h i s  a r e a  when I came back 
( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  bend i n  t h e  r i v e r  between Truong An and Thuan 
Yen). A t  t h a t  t i m e  I d i d n ' t  know where my family was except  
my wife .  My wife  h i d  during t h e  time t h a t  t h e  Americans were 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  My 6-year-old was k i l l e d .  My wi fe  escaped 
wi th  t h e  2-year-old and came down here .  She had t h e  2-year-
o l d  with her .  

Q - Now, when you were h id ing  i.n h e r e  d i d  you s e e  any 
people from the  v i l l a g e  f l e e i n g  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  down along 
t h e  road here?  

A. Yes, I saw them t o  t h e  nor th  and t o  t h e  south.  

Q While you were h id ing  he re  d i d  you s e e  any s o l d i e r s  
shoot  any of t h e  people f l e e i n g  down t h i s  way? 

Q . What d i d  you see?  

A. I saw t h e  s o l d i e r s  disembark, e n t e r  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
and commence f i r i n g .  The youngsters i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  took o f f  
down he re  and I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h e  Americans saw ( i n d i c a t i n g  
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t o  t h e  s o u t h ) ,  I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h e  Americans saw them. 

Q *  D i d  you s e e  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  shoot  two VC i n  t h i s  
a rea  over  here?  

A .  I saw them shoo t ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  s e e  i f  they s h o t  
anybody. 

Q- What d i d  you see when you came back t o  t h i s  
p o i n t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. There i s  a l s o  a road o r  path down through he re  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I saw about 2 0  people on t h i s  road,  i n  t h i s  
genera l  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  road leaving  t h e  hamlet a t  t h e  
south)  , women and c h i l d r e n  and o l d  men k i l l e d .  

Q Were t h e  bodies  t h a t  you saw along t h e  road i n  
t h e  road o r  iz-i t h e  paddy f i e l d s  t o  t h e  s i d e ?  

A. On t h e  s i d e s .  

Q . Afte r  you proceeded through t h e  vi l l -age d i d  you 
s e e  any more bodies? 

A. There was a p i l e  of corpses a l s o  i n  t h i s  a rea .  My 
family was t h e r e  and Ba THEN a l s o  was t h e r e .  

Q. Did you f i n d  t h e  bodies  of any o f  t h e  members of 
your family when you re turned  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  
my house. 

Do HAT, our  6-year-old. 

Okay, Do HAT? 

Do HAT. 

Where? 

I have a l ready s a i d ,  he was i n  t h e  p i l e  up near  

A l l  r i g h t ,  who e l s e ?  

Do Thi CAN, my s i s t e r ,  24 yea r s  o l d .  

5 
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Q- Okay. 

A. That was a l l  i n  t h a t  p i l e .  Now i n  another  p l a c e  
NHAT w a s  k i l l e d  . 
Q. Is t h e  p l a c e  where you found t h e  bodies  immediately
i n  f r o n t  of your house? 

A. The p i l e  of corpses  was o u t s i d e  of t h e  house and 
a l l  of those  were about 15  meters from my house. There was 
a l s o  Ba THEN n o t  a member of my family,  i n  t h e  p i l e  of 
corpses  t h a t  were ou t s ide .  Ba THEN. 

Q B a  T. .  .? 

A. Ba T-H-E-N. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  

A .  L e  MY, t h e  8-year-old cousin.  

Q . Anybody e l s e ?  

A. T h a t ' s  a l l .  

Q %ere ally other nie~libersoT yoiii- iarnily,  o-tlier tliaii 
t h e s e  four  t h a t  you have named, k i l l e d  t h a t  day? 

A. Four people.  

Q Four people were k i l l e d ?  

A. Four people were k i l l e d .  

Q .  Were any of t h e  su rv ivors  wounded? 

A, No. 

Q. Did they  a l l  escape from t h e  v i l l a g e  be fo re  the--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  My mother and wife  were a l s o  o u t  
h e r e  i n  t h i s  a rea  ( i n d i c a t i n g  a rea  where he had been) .  My 
mother and f a t h e r  were ou t  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and they went 
down he re  i n t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  i n t o  Truong An. My 
w i f e  h i d  i n  a p o r t a b l e  r i c e  b i n  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  
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Q I thought you s a i d  your mother and wife  were o u t  
t h e r e .  

A. No, my mother and f a t h e r  were o u t  he re  e a r l y  i n  
t h e  morning before  t h e  s o l d i e r s  a r r i v e d .  They went t o  
Troung An and they s tayed t h e r e  during t h e  day. My wife  h i d  
a l l  day wi th  t h e  c h i l d  u n t i l  t h e  s o l d i e r s  l e f t .  Then she 
came down t o  t h e  p o i n t  where she  met me. 

Q. Okay. Was your house destroyed when you got  back? 

A .  They c u t  my papaya t r e e s  and my banana t r e e s ;  they 
k i l l e d  p i g s ,  chickens,  and a l s o  t h e  b u f f a l o ;  and they burned 
t h e  house. My house d i d n ' t  have a we l l .  

Q. Did you have any l i v e s t o c k  t h a t  you owned, t h a t  
were shot?  

A. They c u t  my banana t r e e s ,  papaya t r e e s ;  and k i l l e d  
my chickens,  hogs, and b u f f a l o .  

Q Were any o t h e r  houses burned o r  destroyed? 

Q. Afte r  you went t o  your house and saw t h e  bodies 
t h e r e ,  where d i d  you go next?  

A. The Americans l e f t  about noon. I came i n  r i g h t  
on t h e i r  h e e l s .  They l e f t  t o  t h e  e a s t .  Af te r  I came back 
I bur ied  t h e  members of my family during t h e  af te rnoon.  

Q. Where d id  you bury them? 

A.  About 500 meters t o  t h e  south of--in t h i s  genera l  
a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  vee formed by t h e  two roads t h a t  run 
south  from t h e  cen te r  of t h e  hamlet and south along t h e  west-
e r n  edge of t h e  hamlet i n  an a rea  about 1 0 0  meters from t h e  
highway) . 
Q- Was t h i s  your family b u r i a l  ground? 
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A.  Yes, t h i s  i s  t h e  fami ly  b u r i a l  ground. My family 
b u r i e d  only  f o u r  people  t h a t  w e r e  k i l l e d  by t h e  Americans 
he re .  They w e r e  b u r i e d  a l l  over  i n  family p l o t s ,  va r ious  
p l aces .  Other members of my family had been b u r i e d  i n  t h i s  
l o c a t i o n .  

Q When you r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  you see any 
v i l l a g e r s  t h a t  had been wounded and surv ived?  

A. I g o t  my family and w e  b u r i e d  them. Then w e  -went 
ove r  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  a r e a  sou th  of Route 521) .  W e  never  
l i v e d  t h e r e  any more. 

Q. Who he lped  you bury your family? 

A .  My f a t h e r  and myself .  

Q .  A l l  r i g h t .  Now was a l l  of t h e  v i l l a g e  burned o r  
des t royed  i n  t h e  same manner a s  your house and l i v e s t o c k ?  

A. Y e s .  In a l l  t h e  a r e a s  t h a t  I went, they  looked 
l i k e  they had been done t h e  same way. 

Q A f t e r  you bur i ed  your  family d i d  you say t h a t  you 
never r e tu rned  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  aga in?  

A.  I r e t u r n e d  t h e  fo l lowing  day and t h e  n e x t  day t o  
h e l p  them c l e a n  up t h e  corpses ,  bury t h e  bod ies ,  and burn t h e  
animals t h a t  had been k i l l e d .  I d i d n ' t  p ick up any of  my 
household goods because they had a l l  been burned. 

Q Did ycz see any ather grcups of bodies  anywhere
i n  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. ?'h,e next  day I went back i n  and I went around i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  I saw more animals k i l l e d  and more people  k i l l -
ed .  They had n o t  b u r i e d  them y e t .  This  was t h e  fo l lowing  
day. 

0 a Did you g o  outside t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  t h i s  a r e a  over  
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  a r e a  e a s t  of t h e  hamlet)  and observe 
any bodies?  

A. Y e s ,  on t h e  t h i r d  day I went o u t  h e r e  and we b u r i e d  
two people from ou t  h e r e .  We bur i ed  them o u t  h e r e .  
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Q Did you s e e  o r  d id  you know of any l a r g e  amount 
of bodies  i n  t h i s  i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q- How many meters from t h e  end of t h e  d i t c h  were 
t h e  bodies  which you i n d i c a t e d  were t h e r e ?  

A. From about h e r e  t o  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  From about 
t h e  end of t h e  d i t c h  down t h i s  way, 50 t o  60 meters .  

Q How many bodies  d i d  you s e e  t h e r e ?  

A. I went o u t  here  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  on t h e  t h i r d  
day. I only b u r i e d  one person o u t  h e r e ,  Ba THEN. She was 
no r e l a t i o n  t o  my family.  

42 - And t h a t ' s  t h e  only  person you buried? 

A. Yes. I heard them say  a t  t h a t  t ime t h a t  they  
k i l l e d  about 80 people o u t  he re .  

Q How many were s t i l l  i n  t h e  d i t c h  when you went 
ou t  on the t h i r d  day? 

A. None. 

Q Did you hea r  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  80 people k i l l e d  
t h e r e  from people who had bur ied  them? 

A. The f a m i l i e s  were t h e  ones t h a t  t o l d  me t h a t  they  
had taken them o u t  and bur ied  them. 

Q. Did you h e a r  of a monk t h a t  had been s h o t  i n  t h i s  
a rea?  

A. Y e s ,  t h e r e  w a s  a p r i e s t  k i l l e d  o u t  t h e r e .  

Q What was h i s  name? 

A.  Do CON. I d o n ' t  know t h e  f u l l  name. 

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  Do you know how many people were k i l l -
ed a l l  t o g e t h e r  t h a t  day i n  Tu Cung? 

(VIEN) 9 APP T-110 

CONFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL 

A. You cannot poss ib ly  know unless  you make a l i s t  
by family.  I do n o t  know how many. I only know t h a t  t h e r e  
were many, many of them. 

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  Do you know o r  have you heard of 
American s o l d i e r s  k i l l i n g  a l a r g e  number of  people i n  My 
Hoi o r  Co Luy o r  any o t h e r  hamlet t h e  same day? 

A. There were some people k i l l e d  i n  My Hoi which 
i s  a subhamlet of Co Luy. I heard nothing about any being 
k i l l e d  i n  o t h e r  a reas .  There were no people k i l l e d  i n  any 
of t h e  o t h e r  f o u r  subhamlets,  only i n  My Hoi. 

Q. How d i d  you l e a r n  about people being k i l l e d  
i n  My Hoi? 

A, I j u s t  heard people t a l k  about it. 

Q - Did you a c t u a l l y  t a l k  t o  people about it, o r  was 
it w r i t t e n  VC propaganda? 

A. I heard t h e  people say .  The people i n  t h i s  a r e a  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  and t h i s  a r e a  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  go back and f o r t h  
a good dea l .  I heard t h i s  from them. 

&. -no yon know the ~ ? m e sn f  a n y m e  who w a s  in My H o i  
a t  t h e  time t h e s e  people were k i l l e d ?  

A. I have a f r i e n d  over  t h e r e  t h a t  could probably
g ive  you some information on t h i s .  H i s  name i s  Ngo MAN. 

Q. %.ere i s  he l i v i n g  now? 

A. H e  i s  i n  Co Luy. My f r i e n d  i s  the VC V i l l a g e  
Chief. If you b r i n g  him i n  he can t e l l  you about it, I was 
t h e  a s s i s t a n t  information cadre chief  of Son My Vi l lage .  I 
normally just operated i n  Thuan Yen. However, I was t h e  
a s s i s t a n t  v i l l a g e  cadre c h i e f .  

Q How many were k i l l e d  a l l  together?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember, b u t  it was under a hundred. 

Q. Were they a l l  VC o r  were t h e r e  women and ch i ld ren?  
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A. Some women and c h i l d r e n  were k i l l e d .  

Q. I have some photos h e r e  I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  
t r y  t o  i d e n t i f y .  

Do you recognize t h i s  man (Exh ib i t  P-4)? 

A. No. I t  i s  n o t  too  c l e a r .  

Q. Try t h i s  one (Exh ib i t  P - 3 )  . 
A. H e  i s  a farmer,  t h a t ' s  a l l  he i s .  

Q How about t h i s  one (Exh ib i t  P -19 )?  

(Witness i d e n t i f i e d  woman s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  cen te r  
of t h e  photo holding t h e  small  c h i l d  and wrote he r  name across  
t h e  photo. These and subsequent photos on which Mi? V I E N  wrote 
names were n o t  en te red  i n t o  evidence s i n c e  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s  
were thought  t o  be of doubt fu l  v a l i d i t y . )  

And t h i s  one (Exhibi t  P-22)? 

(Witness ident i f ied i  t h e  o i d  ma l l  and wrote his name 
ac ross  t h e  photo.)  

And t h i s  one (Exhibi t  P-23) ? 

(Witness i d e n t i f i e d  man t o  t h e  r i g h t  r e a r  of photo 
and wrote h i s  name ac ross  t h e  photo.)  

And t h i s  one (Exh ib i t  P-40) ? 

A. My c h i l d  ( i n d i c a t i n g  g i r l  i n  whi te  s h i r t  t o  l e f t  
of  group) Do HAT, 6 yea r s  o ld .  

Q. Is t h i s  t h e  one t h a t ' s  6 y e a r s  o ld?  

A. Do HAT, 6 years  o l d .  

Q. Very we l l .  Do you know t h i s  woman i n  t h e  cen te r?  

A. Ba XO. 

Q. W a s  she a refugee from another  v i l l a g e ?  
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A. She w a s  from Tan Hai and she  came up--she w a s  
br inging  nuoc m a m  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  s e l l .  

Q And do you recognize t h i s  ba ld ing  woman t o  t h e  
r e a r ?  

A. Nguyen Thi HO. 

Q. Was she t h e  wife  of t h e  Hamlet Chief? 

A, H e  was k i l l e d  e a r l i e r .  

Q - Did you s e e  a l l  of t h e s e  bodies  l y i n g  toge the r?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Can you look a t  t h e  background i n  t h i s  photo
and recognize t h e  l o c a t i o n ?  

A, No. 

Q. Did you s e e  t h i s .  group and another  l a r g e r  group 
a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  away? 

A. Yes, about 15  t o  2 0  meters away. 

Q Was t h e r e  a we l l  nearby wi th  a body i n  i t ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  have one a t  my house. 

Q. Here i s  a photo (Exh ib i t  P -37 ) .  Can you i d e n t i f y  
anything? 

A. T h a t ' s  M r .  Q U A N ' s  house and h i s  wel l .  

Q This  i s  a we l l  belonging t o  M r .  Do QUAN? 

A. Yes. 

Q.  Did you say you knew t h e  man i n  t h e r e ?  

A. M r .  Do Dinh LUYEN. 

Q. That was h i s  we l l ?  
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A. T h a t  w a s  h i s  h o u s e  and LUYEN w a s  t he  guy t h a t  w a s  
i n  it. 

(The  hearing r e c e s s e d  a t  1 7 0 6  h o u r s ,  4 J a n u a r y  1 9 7 0 . )  
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SUMMARY O F  TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: HAI, Ngo Tan 

DATE O F  TESTIMONY: 1 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: J o i n t  U.S. P u b l i c  ~ f f a i r s  O f f i c e ,  
Quang Ngai C i t y ,  Republic of  South Vietnam 

WITNESS SUSPECTED O F :  N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

RESIDENCE ON 16 MARCH 1968:  Quang Ngai City 

M r .  HA1 i s  t h e  Co Luy H a m l e t  Chief  (pg. 2 ) .  M r .  Pham XE 
t o l d  M r .  HA1 o f  t h e  American a t t a c k  on t h e  subhamlet  of  
My Hoi on 16 March 1968 b e f o r e  dy ing  (pg. 3 ) .  A number of 
v i l l a g e r s  were k i l l e d  by t n e  a r t l l i e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  ipg. 4 i .  
The VC and v i l l a g e r s  headed f o r  t h e  t r e n c h e s  and s h e l t e r s  
(pg.  4 ) .  The Americans threw grenades  i n t o  t h e  s h e l t e r s  
(pg.  4 ) .  Out o f  9 7  people  k i l l e d  on ly  1 4  were innocen t  
c i v i l i a n s  or c h i l d r e n .  The rest were VC (pgs. 4 ,  6 )  . he 
~ m e r i c a n  f o r c e s  burned t h e i r  h u t s  (pg. 6 ) .  
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Unsworn s ta tement  of Ngo Tan HA1 was taken a t  t h e  
J o i n t  United S t a t e s  Pub l i c  A f f a i r s  Of f i ce ,  Quang Ngai C i ty ,  
Republic of Vietnam, 1 January 1 9  70 .  The ques t i ~ n s  
were posed t o  MR HA1 by MR WALSH. Also p r e s e n t  was MAJ 
David D.  DANTZSCHER who ac ted  as  i n t e r p r e t e r .  A l l  of t h e  
ques t ions  were t r a n s l a t e d  by MAJ DANTZSCHER i n t o  Vietnam-
ese, and a l l  of t h e  answers by MR HA1 were t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  
English by MAJ DANTZSCHER. 

MR WALSH: What i s  you name? 

A.  Ngo Tan HA1 , 

Q Where do you l i v e ?  

A. Quang Ngai C i ty .  

Q- W i l l  you i n d i c a t e  by drawing with t h i s  p e n c i l
t h e  a r e a  t h a t  i s  covered by Co Lay? 

A. This  e n t i r e  a r e a  i s  Co Lay, with t h e  r i v e r  being 
t h e  boundary ( i n d i c a t i n g  a rea  on Exh ib i t  MAP-4 between t h e  
Kinh Giang River and t h e  ocezn) . 

Is any p a r t  v? the  afea on t h i s  a i d e  OE .i.i-Le
c-2 
( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r )  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  Co Lay? 

A. Everything on t h i s  s i d e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  a r e a  west 
of t h e  Kinh Giang River) i s  My Khe, and everyth ing  on t h e  
e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r  t o  t h e  ocean i s  Co Lay. 

Q What a r e  t h e  names of t h e  hamlets i n  Co Lay?
Where i s  My Hoi, f o r  example? 

A. My Hoi i s  he re  (po in t ing  t o  a r e a  on Exh ib i t  MAP-4 ) .  
There i s  another  br idge  down here .  From t h e  b r idge ,  t h a t  
i s  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  down t o  here i s  My ~ o i .  

Q* How many k i lometers  from t h e  br idge?  

A. About a thousand meters.  

Q* You must be t a l k i n g  about Co Lay (1)because it i s  
about  a thousand meters from t h e  br igade .  From h e r e  t o  here  
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i s  a thousand meters  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  a r e a  i n  one grid 
square)  . 
A .  I t  is about 500 meters  from one edge of the 
v i l l a g e  t o  the  o t h e r  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e .  There i s  a ce-
ment br idge  t h e r e  t h a t  has  been damaged. I am s u r e  t h a t  
it i s  ac ross  t h i s  p o r t i o n  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  b u t  it i s  n o t  shown 
on t h i s  map. 

Q Is it about 200 meters  south of t h i s  b r idge  
shown a t  My Lai? 

A. About 500 meters .  

Q Now were g e t t i n g  down t o  it. I t ' s  along he re .  
My Hoi runs from t h e  cement b r idge  down about 500 meters  to 
somewhere i n  t h e  a r e a  nor th  of Co Lay (1). My next  ques t ion  
i s  where i s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of Xuan Duong? 

A. It is about 300 meters  t o  t h e  south  of M y  Hoi. 
Actua l ly ,  t h e  two v i l l a g e s  a r e  ad jacent  t o  each o t h e r .  They 
a r e  both i n  t h e  neighborhood of Co Lay (1) here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
There a r e  some s e p a r a t e  v i l l a g e s ,  andpthey a r e  s p l i t  up by- -
sand dunes. 

Q Okay. What i s  t h e  name of t h e  next  subhamlet? 

A .  My Xuan. 

Q Why d o n ' t  you g ive  t h e  coordinates  of each of 
t h e  subhamlets? 

A .  The coordii iates of My Hoi a r e  742781; Xuan 
Duong, 742778; My Xuan, approximately 743774; Xam Tuan 
a t  774767; and Xam Cua is loca ted  a t  approximately t h e  
l o c a t i o n  of Co Lay ( 3 )  . 
Q . Which one i s  t h a t ?  

A .  Xam Cua. 

Q .  Okay. Are you t h e  Hamlet Chief of  Co Luy? 

A. Yes, I am t h e  Hamlet Chief of Co Luy. 
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Q. mere are you living at this time? 
A. Now my home is at My Hoi, but my family lives in 

Quang Ngai City because of the Communist threat. 
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Q. M e r e  you l i v i n g  I n  Co Luy on March 1 6 ,  1968? 

A. No. 

Q *  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t  t ime d i d  you h e a r  any r e p o r t s
t h a t  American s o l d i e r s  had k i l l e d  women and c h i l d r e n  i n  Co 
Luy? 

A. Yes, I d i d  hea r  r e p o r t s  of t h a t .  

Q Who t o l d  you? 

A.  The person t h a t  gave me t h i s  information i s  now 
dead. 

Q What was h i s  name? 

A. I was given t h i s  informat ion  by M r .  Pham X E ,  28 
years  o ld .  

Q W.as Mr. Pharn XE p r e s e n t  i n  Co Luv a t  t h a t  time 
and, i f  s o ,  i n  what hamlet? 

A.  Y e s ,  he was p resen t  i n  My Hoi Hamlet. 
'$ 

Q How d i d  he d i e ?  

A.  He was k i l l e d  i n  t h e  American a t t a c k  on 1 6  March 
1968. 

& T h a t ' s  absurd.  I f  he was k i l l e d ,  how could he 
t e l l  you about i t ?  

A.  H e  was taken t o  t h e  Quang Ngai h o s p i t a l  and 
d ied  t h e r e .  

Q = D i d  you speak t o  him a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  

A. Yes. I spoke t o  him whi le  he was a t  t h e  Quang 
Ngai h o s p i t a l  . 
Q. Was anyone e l s e  brought t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a t  t h a t  
t ime from My Hoi? 

A. H e  was t h e  only one t h a t  was brought t o  t h e  Quang 
Ngai h o s p i t  a 1. 
Q. What d id  he t e l l  you when you t a l k e d  t o  him a t  
t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  W i l l  you descr ibe  everyth ing  t h a t  t h e  boy t o l d  
you a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  
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A .  There w e r e  97 k i l l e d .  Out of t h e  97 people t h a t  
were k i l l e d ,  t h e r e  were 15 of  t h e s e  t h a t  were ca r ry ing  ou t  
missions f o r  t h e  VC. Another 20 were VC cadre ,  25 were guer-
r i l l a  and supply personnel ,  and t h e r e  were 13 female Commu-
n i s t  cadre.  Fourteen v i l l a g e r s  and c h i l d r e n  were k i l l e d .  

Q How many VC cadre  d i d  you say w e r e  k i l l e d ?  

A. There were va r ious  ca tegor ies :  60 male VC cadre  
and g u e r r i l l a s ,  13 female cadre and mothers of VC cadre ,  and 
1 4  c iv i l ians- - innocent  c i v i l i a n s .  Innocent c i v i l i a n s  and 
ch i ld ren .  

Q We a r e  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a f f i l i -
a t i o n  of t h e  people.  We're i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what happened. 

A. A number of people,  v i l l a g e r s ,  were k i l l e d  i n  an 
a r t i l l e r y  p repara t ion .  

Q. Were any of t h e  people who were k i l l e d  from this 
a r e a  o u t  i n  b o a t s ?  Were they o u t  i n  boats  and d e l i v e r e d  by 
t h e  U . S .  Navy fo rces  t o  t roops up he re  i n  t h i s  nor th  a r e a  
and then k i l l e d ?  

A. No. They were no t  away i n  b o a t s ,  because a t  t h e  
C:,,,,e- t hc  PY~crlczcss t a r t e d  firing eve~ybodyheaded f c r  the 
t r enches .  This inc ludes  both VC and v i l l a g e r s  t h a t  headed 
f o r  t h e i r  s h e l t e r s .  The Americans came and threw grenades 
i n t o  t h e  s h e l t e r s .  

Q Did you t a l k  t o  anyone who was t h e r e  excep t  t h e  
boy t h e r e  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  about what happened? 

A.  No. 

Q Name a l l  t h e  people t h a t  you know who a r e  a l i v e  
who were p r e s e n t  on t h i s  day when i t  happened. 

A .  It i s  a long l i s t ,  over  a hundred. 

Q. How many do you know t h a t  were i n  My Hoi a t  t h e  
time t h a t  i t  happened? 

A .  S l i g h t l y  more than  90 people.  
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Q. How many women and c h i l d r e n  who had no weapons 
were banded toge the r  and s h o t  i n  My Hoi? 

A. One c h i l d  was wounded. Another one was wounded 
and i s  s t i l l  surv iv ing  o r  s t i l l  l i v i n g .  

Q Okay. 

A. They were between 8 and 9 o 'c lock .  There were 
over  a hundred people b u t  a t  t h a t  time they  had f l e d .  How-
e v e r ,  t h e r e  w e r e  some t h a t  remained behind. There was over 
100 people,  b u t  they  f i n a l l y  f l e d  down t o  t h e  genera l  
v i c i n i t y  of Co Lay (1). 

Q Do you remember see ing  M r .  FEHER 6 weeks ago
i n  Son My Vi l l age?  

A ,  1 3:emembe.r seeing him, but at. Qlhaf. time he only 
asked me about Son My Hamlet. 

Q.  Did you t e l l  him a t  t h a t  t ime t h a t  t h e r e  was 90  
women and c h i l d r e n  s h o t  i n  your hamlet? 

A, There w e r e  a l i t t l e  more than 40 personnel  k i l l -
ed.  There were more k i l l e d ,  b u t  they  were VC cadre.  There 
was a t o t a l  o f  9 3  people k i l l e d  i n  my hamlet ,  b u t  only 1 4  
of  t h i s  number were innocent  women and c h i l d r e n .  The rest 
were connected wi th  t h e  VC. 

Q Af te r  you t a l k e d  t o  t h e  boy i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  and 
heard about t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  d i d  you make any complaint about 
i t  t o  t h e  Vi l lage  Chief o r  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Chief? 

A. I had a d i scuss ion  wi th  t h e  V i l l a g e  Chief.  I 
spoke wi th  t h e  Vi l l age  Chief about t h e  1 4  women and ch i ld ren .  

Q. Did you t a l k  t o  anyone e l s e  a f t e r  t h a t  about t h e  
i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No. 

Q Did t h e  American s o l d i e r s  burn a l l  t h e  v i l l a g e s  
o r  hamlets i n  Co Luy? 
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A. Yes. However, t h l s  was done over an extended 
per iod .  

Q. I am only t a l k i n g  about  t h e  March 1 6 t h ,  17th, 
and 18th  opera t ion .  

A. The houses had been destroyed by bombs and they 
had b u i l t  hu t s .  These w e r e  burned. During t h a t  opera t ion ,  
they  burned a l l  of t h e s e  hu t s .  A t  M y  Hoi t h e r e  were 65 
VC k i l l e d ,  both youth and a d u l t s .  

MR WALSH: Thank you f o r  coming i n  t o  h e l p  u s  today. 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1635 hours ,  1 January 
1970 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: HIEN, Do Thanh SGT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 January  1970  

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: A m e r i c a 1  D iv i s ion  Courtroom, Chu ~ a i ,  
Republic o f  Vietnam. 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: ' None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: I n t e r p r e t e r  f o r  Captain  
KOTOUC, 52 ,  Task Force Barker .  

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

The w i t n e s s ,  on 1 6  March 1963,  was t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  
f o r  Cap ta in  KOTOUC, t h e  S2  o f  Task Force 3 a r k e r  (pg.  2 ) .  
H e  had been working f o r  KOTOUC s i n c e  a f t e r  -T e t  and s p e n t  
a t o t a l  o f  approximately  t w o  months i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n ,  
r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  52d M I D ,  1 1 t h  Brigade,  i n  l a t e  March 
(pg. 3 )  

2 .  THE WITNESS' KNOWLEDGE OF OPERATIONAL ACTIVITIES 
FROM 16-1 8 MARCH. 

a. B r i e f i n g s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

The wi tness  d i d  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  any b r i e f i n g  
on 1 5  March (pg. 3 ) .  H e  knew t h a t  a meeting had gone on 
b u t  d i d  n o t  know what t r a n s p i r e d  a t  it n o r  d i d  h e  h e a r  
anyone mention it (pg.  4 ) .  H i s  f i r s t  i n d i c a t i o n s  of  t h e  
a s s a u l t  came from KOTOUC on t h e  morning o f  16 March 1968 
wh i l e  he was w a i t i n g  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  ( p g . 4 ) .  
A t  about  1 0 3 0  KOTOUC p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  on t h e  maprand 
t o l d  him t h a t  about  1 4 0  VC had been k i l l e d  and 29 c i v i l i a n s  
had been wounded. H e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  f i g u r e  was e i t h e r  148 o r  
168 K I A  b u t  h e  was n o t  s u r e  (pg.  4 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  
asked KOTOUC why many weapons were n o t  c a p t u r e d  t o  which 
KOTOUC r e p l i e d , " I  d o n ' t  know" (pgs .  4 ,  5 ) .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  
board i n  KOTOUC's o f f i c e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  e i t h e r  ,243 or 38  
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c i v i l i a n s  w e r e  wounded,but o f  t h e  148 o r  168 k i l l e d  nqne 
were c i v i l i a n s  ipg. 5 )  . 

b .  H i s  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  My La i  a r e a  on 16 March. -
The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he and KOTOUC had lunch 

a t  LZ D o t t i e  on 16 March a f t e r  which they  went t o  Quang 
Ngai t o  p i c k  up ARW s o l d i e r s  and policemen t o  go t o  t h e  
f i e l d  w i th  them (pg. 6 )  . They were s e n t  back t o  Son Tinh 
d i s t r i c t  headqua r t e r s  and p icked  up f i v e  s o l d i e r s  from t h e  
4th  Regiment of  t h e  2d Div i s ion ,  one o f  whom was a 
second l i e u t e n a n t ,  and a l s o  t h r e e  policemen (pg. 6 ) .  
He be l i eved  they  were picked up a t  about  1500 hour s  i n  
t h e  a f t e rnoon  and they  a l l  went t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  area 
(pg.  7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  any o t h e r  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  
o r  ARVN s o l d i e r s  accompanied C/1/20 i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  
My ~ a i( 4 )  (pg. 7 )  . The w i t n e s s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  remembered 
t h e  s o l d i e r s  because a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h e  f i v e  men 
r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e  and he g o t  them f i v e  p a i r s  o f  b o o t s  
(pgs .7 ,  8 ) .  A l l  of t h e  policemen, he  f e l t ,  were from t h e  
Son Tinh d i s t r i c t  (pg: 8 ) .  They landed i n  t h e  a r e a  of  t h e  
cemetery and t h e  p o l l c e  and t h e  ARVN's  went t o  q u e s t i o n  
t h e  p r i s o n e r s  t o  s e p a r a t e  t h e  VC from t h e  c i v i l i a n s  
(pg. 8 )  . M E D I N A ,  JOBNSON, and MICHLES were p r e s e n t  a long  

w i t h  Se rgean t s  M I N H  and PHU (pgs .  8 ,  9 ) .  O f  t h e  12 
d e t a i n e e s ,  t h r e e  were l i s t e d  accord ing  t o  t h e  Na t iona l  
P o l i c e  i n  t h e  b l a c k  book o f  VCI (pg.  9 ) .  The p o l i c e  
p icked  o u t  t h e  t h r e e  and a s s u r e d  t h e  w i t n e s s  t h a t  t hey  
were members o f  t h e  V C I  (pgs .  9 ,  3.0). One o f  t h e  t h r e e ,  
who w a s  t h e  hamlet  c h i e f ,  t h e  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  fa rmers  
a s s o c i a t i o n  and t h e  econcmy l e a d e r ,  was ques t ioned  and 
when he d i d  n o t  answer Captain  KOTOUC took  a k n i f e  
and t h r e a t e n e d  t o  c u t  t h e  man's hand o f f  (pg. 1 0 ) .  The 
wi tnes s  turned. away I;~~CLtc. Sergeant; i%iNH and when-he re-
tu rned  h e  n o t i c e d  t h a t  a sma-ll p a r t  o f  t h e  man's f i n g e r  
had been cu t -o f f  and t h a t  h i s  hand had been b e a t e n  r e d  
(pg.  1 0 ) .  M I N H  and JOHNSON were t a l k i n g  wi th  MEDINA and 

MICHLES about  20  mete rs  away. The man s t i l l  r e f u s e d  t o  
t a l k r s t a t i n g  t h a t  h e  was i nnocen t  and t h e  w i t n e s s  t r i e d  
t o  g e t  informatpion from him (pgs .  10 ,  11). One o f  t h e  
policemen asked t h e  w i t n e s s  f o r  permiss ion t o  k i l l  t h e  
man and the w i k n e s s  asked KCTOUC i f  they could do it 
( p .  11). KOTOUC r a i s e d  h i s  hand, and " s i g n a l e d  t o  t h e  
man t h a t  h i s  s p i r i t  was going up t o  heaven" and s a i d  OK 
(pg. 1 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  KOTOUC smi led  (pg.  
2 6 ) .  I t  w a s  t h e  w i t n e s s '  unders tanding  t h a t  t h e  
s i g n  of  t h e  r a i s e d  hand i n d i c a t e d  t h e  s p i r i t  going t o  
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heaven (pg. 2 6 ) .  One of t h e  policemen took t h e  man a 
few meters away t o  a d i t c h  and s h o t  him f i v e  t imes and 
then  re tu rned ,  took another  person, and s h o t  him a l s o  
(pg. 1 .  During t h i s  per iod t h e  wi tness  r e tu rned  t o  
t h e  group where KOTOUC was then  s t and ing  (pg. 11). MEDINA 
and a l l  t h e  o f f i c e r s  became d i s s a t i s f i e d  a f t e r  t h e  second 
man was s h o t  and i s sued  i n s t r u c t i o n s  of "no more of t h i s  
shoot ing;  t o o  many people k i l l e d  a l r eady  today" (pg. 1 2 ) .  
The two men had been s h o t  and k i l l e d  i n  t h e  d i t c h .  This 
was v e r i f i e d  by t h e  wi tness  and Sergeant  PHY who went down 
and examined them (pg. 1 2 ) .  The t h i r d  suspected VC was 
taken t o  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  by t h e  p o l i c e  and t h e  witness  
never saw him again  (pgs. 12, l 3 ) ,  A t  1638 hours t h e  
witness  joined KOTOUC, PHU, and t h r e e  policemen on an a i r -
craf twhich went t o  an a r e a  by t h e  seashore  (pg. 1 3 ) .  They 
dropped o f f  PHU and t h e  policemen i n  t h i s  a r e a  and he and 
KOTOUC re tu rned  t o  LZ Dot t i e  (pgs. 13,  1 4 )  . There was no 
one e l s e  on t h e  p lane  a t  t h e  t ime (pg. 1 4 ) .  The witness  
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  n ine  de ta inees  were determined t o  be 
innocent  c i v i l i a n s  and were r e l e a s e d  ipg. id). The de- 
t a i n e e s  n e a r  t h e  beach were a group of fishermen (pg. 1 4 ) .  
The wi tness  thought t h a t  PHU took t h e  suspec t s  from t h i s  
group back t o  Duc Pho t h a t  day (pg. 15), JOHNSON and Ser- 
geant  M I N X  r e tu rned  t o  LZ Dot t i e  a t  n i g h t  oa 1 6  March 
(pg. 1 6 ) .  The wi tness  thought t h a t  t h e  suspec t s  had been 
taken by PHUto Duc Phot because KOTUUC t o i d  him s o  ipg. i6j. 
The wi tness  f e l t  t h a t  perhaps KOTOUC s a i d  they would be 
taken back t o  Duc Pho (pg. 1 6 ) .  While i n  t h e  cemetary a r e a  
t h e  wi tness  heard nothing about women and c h i l d r e n  being 
k i l l e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  of Co Luy (pg. 1 7 ) .  

c. Witness' a c t i v i t i e s  on 17 and 18 March. 

On 17 March a t  1000 hours he went a lone back t o  
t h e  a rea  of opera t ions  and met MICHLES, They went i n t o  
an a r e a  where people were being de ta ined  and i n t e r r o g a t e d  
and he saw t h a t  t h e  ARVN s o l d i e r s  were s t i l l  t h e r e  working 
with MICELES (pg. 1 8 ) .  He d i d  n o t  s e e  MEDINA o r  PHU t h a t  
day (pg. 1 9 ) .  H e  s a i d  t h e r e  was a l a r g e  number of re fugees  
being de ta ined  and they were concerned t h a t  t h e  Americans 
would cause them harm (pg. 1 9 ) .  H e  r epor ted  t h i s  t o  MICHLES 
who ordered t h e  c i v i l i a n s  moved away from where s o l d i e r s  
were (pg. 1 9 ) .  H e  remembered a woman from Co Luy who was 
f r igh tened  of t h e  Americans and who followed t h e  Americans 
c l o s e l y  (pgs. 1 9 ,  20) . MICHLES ordered t h a t  she go back 
t o  t h e  a r e a  by t h e  seashore (pg. 2 0 ) .  There were no Na- 
t i o n a l  P o l i c e  p r e s e n t  (pg. 20) .  The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  on 
t h e  second day he saw t h e  br idge  b u t  d id  no t  move ac ross  it 
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a s  they  went a longs ide  t h e  r i v e r  (pg. 2 1 ) .  The wi tness  
could no t  r e c a l l  i f  he re turned  t o  LZ Dot t i e  t h a t  n i g h t  
o r  on 18 March b u t  he f e l t  t h a t  he had spen t  one n i g h t  
o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  (pg. 21) .  He recounted an i n c i d e n t  i n  
which 10 people i n  a  boat  were going ac ross  t h e  r i v e r  and 
were f i r e d  upon by M-16's and M-60's (pgs. 2 1 ,  23).  A l l  
b u t  two were k i l l e d  (pg, 2 1 ) .  The wi tness  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  
t h a t  t h e  e i g h t  k i l l e d  were g u e r r i l l a s  b u t  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  
two t h a t  were n o t  k i l l e d  were f l e e i n g  because one excaped 
and t h e  o t h e r  was k i l l e d  (pg. 23).  The l o c a t i o n  of t h i s  
i n c i d e n t  was descr ibed  a s  being w e s t  of Co Lay (1) (pg. 
2 2 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  MICHLES ordered t h e  house of  t h a t  
g u e r r i l l a  t o  be burned and t h e  witness  saw a p la toon burn 
a l l  of t h e  houses on t h e  Co Luy s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r  and some 
on t h e  My Khe ( 3 )  s i d e  (pg. 2 2 )  . The witness  l a t e r  r e c a l l e d  
- tha t -on  t h e  h i g h t  t h a t  he remained, t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e d  i n  
t h e  wrong l o c a t i o n  once, k i l l i n g  two Americans and wounding 
t h r e e  o r  four  people i n  B Company (pg. 2 4 ) .  He w a s  n o t  
s u r e  whether t h i s  was t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  17th  o r  t h e  n i g h t  of 
t h e  18th  (pgs,  2 4 ,  2 8 ) .  The witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  a man 
whom he had i n t e r r o g a t e d  t o  f i n d  ou t  which was t h e  guer- 
r i l l a ' s  house d i d  n o t  mention anything about Co Luy nor 
d i d  any of t h e  Avericans o r  people i n  t h e  a r e a  (pg, 30) .  
The wi tness  f e l t ,  however, t h a t  PHU would know more about  
t h a t  than he d i d  (pg, 30 j , , 

3.  INVESTIGATIONS CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  two o r  t h r e e  months l a t e r  
when he re turned  t o  Duc Fhe he heard Sergeant M I N H  t e l l  
t h e  o t h e r  i n t e r p r e t e r s  about t h e  Americans t ak ing  women 
and ch i ld ren  out of houses and bunkers and l i n i n g  them 
up and shoot ing them (pcj* i7). Sergeant BHU was no t  
p r e s e n t  when M I N H  d iscussed  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 28) .  There 
were no ~ r n e r i c a n s  p r e s e n t ,  j u s t  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  among 
whom was a Sergeant TUONG (pg. 28) .  The wi tness  had 
a r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  11th  Brigade conducting an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  but he  d i d  not r e c a l l  any of t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  
d i scuss ing  it (pg, 2 9 ) '  H e  Wafs infromed about t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by Sergeant  THE who was with C Company 
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  the  operation ( p ~ .2 9 ) .  Sergeant  THE-
had rece ived  t h i s  information from t h e  Americans (pg. 30) -  
The wi tness  knew nothing about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  being 
conducted by t h e  Son Tinh ~ i s t r i c t  o r  t h e  s e c t o r  (pg. 3 0 ) .  
The wi tness  was n o t  c a l l e d  be fo re  Senator  DON'S  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
o r  t h a t  of t h e  Vietnarriese sena te  (pg. 1 8 ) .  He never spoke 
wi th  any ARVN o r  GVN o f f i c i a l s  about t h i s ,  nor was he t o l d  
t o  keep q u i e t  about t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 1 8 ) .  
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Unsworn s ta tement  of SGT D o  Thanli H I E N  was taken 
a t  A m e r i c a 1  Divis ion courtroom, Chu L a i ,  Republic of Vietnam, 
on 2 January 1970. The ques t ions  w e r e  posed t o  SGT H I E N  by LTG 
PEERS and MR MACCRATE. Also p resen t  was LTC B i l l y  M. 
STANBERRY, who ac ted  as  i n t e r p r e t e r .  Cer ta in  of t h e  ques-
t i o n s  w e r e  t r a n s l a t e d  by LTC STANBERRY i n t o  Vietnamese and 
c e r t a i n  of t h e  answers by SGT H I E N  were t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  
English by LTC STANBEXRY. 

I0: F i r s t ,  l e t  m e  ask you your f u l l  nane,  grade,  
and se r ia l  number? 

A. Do Thanh H I E N ,  se r ia l  n u r i b r  57177254. 

Q *  And what i s  your duty assignment,  Sergeant  
HIEN? 

A. I a m  t h e  NCOIC of t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  of the  
1st M I  Team. 

Q. Where are you s t a t i o n e d ,  Sergeant  HIEN? 

A. Duc Pho. 

Q Duc Pho a t  LZ Bronco? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Working wi th  t h e  11th  Brigade? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Before w e  proceed, Sergeant  H I E N ,  I ' l l  t e l l  
you a few th ings  about t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I was appointed 
as t h e  I n v e s t i g a t i n g  O f f i c e r  by Sec re ta ry  RESOR, our  Secre-
t a r y  of t h e  Army, and General WESTMOl?ELAND, Army Chief 
of S t a f f .  I ' v e  been asked t o  determine s e v e r a l  th ings .  
F i r s t ,  t o  determine i f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  so-ca l led  
My Lai i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 1968 were adequate;  t o  determine 
i f  the  reviews of any such i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  w e r e  adequate 
and proper;  and a l s o  t o  s e e  i f  t h e r e  has been any at tempt  
t o  suppress  information o r  t o  cover up "he i n c i d e n t  which 
took p l a c e  a t  My Lai .  Do you understand? 
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A. Yes. 

Q I have a v a i l a b l e  t o  m e  any tes t imony which has  
been t aken  i n  any o f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  p r e v i o u s l y  made by 
any of t h e  U.S. e lements .  For example, I am aware of  your  
tes t imony which you gave t o  t h e  C I D .  

Any of t h e  Americans who appear  b e f o r e  us a s  
w i t n e s s e s  a r e  be ing  sworn and t h e i r  t e s t h o n y  t aken  under 
o a t h .  We are n o t  fo l lowing  t h e  same procedure  w i t h  t h e  
Vietnamese however, we would ask, t o  t h e  b e s t  of your  a b i l i t y  
a s  you can r e c o l l e c t  t h i n g s ,  t h a t  you t e l l  us e x a c t l y  what 
happened. Although I am t h e  I n v e s t i g a t i n g  O f f i c e r ,  I have 
w i t h  me M r .  MACCRATE who i s  a c i v i l i a n  lawyer of n a t i o n a l  
r e p u t e .  He has  vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e  t o  S e c r e t a r y  RESOR 
t o  a s s i s t  me i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a l s o  t o  p rov ide  
l e g a l  counse l  t o  m e .  He may, today ,  a l s o  d e s i r e  t o  ask  
come q u e s t i o n s  of you. We're a l s o  d i r e c t i n g  t h a t  a l l  o f  
o u r  U . S .  m i l i t a r y  w i t n e s s e s  n o t  t a l k  w i th  anybody e l s e  
concerning t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  t h e i r  tes t imony b e f o r e  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  We would ask t h a t  you apply  t h e  same 
g e n e r a l  r u l e .  

Se rgean t  H I E N ,  what was your  duty  ass ignment  
on 16 March 1968? 

A. 1 worked f o r  t h e  S 2 ,  Task Force BARKER. 

Q . Who was t h e  S2? 

A. Captain  KOTOUC, sir.  

Q - How long had you been s e r v i n g  i n  h i s  c a p a c i t y ,  
Se rgean t  HIEN? 

A. About 2 months. 

Q.  How long a f t e r  1 6  March 1 9 6 8  d i d  you work 
wi th  Capts in  KOTOUC i n  Task Force BARKER? 

A. I began work a f t e r  T e t .  I s t a r t e d  t o  work 
i n  February w i t h  Capta in  KOTOUC. The t o t a l  p e r i o d  of  
my working w i t h  c a p t a i n  I<OTOUC w a s  approximately  2 months. 
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Immediately a f t e r  Task Force Barker ' s  r e t u r n ,  I d i d  no t  
work w i t h  Captain KOTOUC any longer .  

Q Did you s t a y  w i t h  Captain KOTOUC u n t i l  Task 
Force Barker was deac t iva ted  on about t h e  8 th  o r  9 th  of 
Apr i l ?  

A. A s  soon as  t h e  t a sk  f o r c e  came back i n ,  then 
I d i d  n o t  work wi th  them any longer .  I t  was my under-
s t and ing  it was a l l  over then ,  and Task E'orce Barker 
was deac t iva ted  a t  t h a t  t ime. 

Q - That i s  r i g h t ,  b u t  they were d e a c t i v a t e d  on 
t h e  8 th  o r  9 t h  of Apr i l .  

A. I d i d  no t  work with them t h a t  long. A s  
soon as we came back i n  from t h e  f i e l d ,  sometime l a t e  
i n  March--I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t he  exac t  date--I  cezsed working 
with Captain KOTOUC a t  t h a t  time. 

Q Where d i d  you go a t  t h a t  time? 

A. I r e tu rned  t o  t h e  52d M I D ,  11th Brigade. A t  
t h a t  t ime, the  4/3  of t h e  l l t h  replaced  us,  and it wasn ' t  
c a l l e d  a t a s k  fo rce  any more. 

Q. When you re tu rned  t o  t h e  52d MID was it then 
commanded by Captain LABRI OLA? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Were you p resen t  when t h e  o rde r s  were i s sued  
t o  the  conlpany commanders of Task Force Barker f o r  the  
opera t ion  on t h e  16th .  These o rde r s  would have been is-
sued on t h e  af te rnoon of t h e  15th  with Captain KOTOUC 
g iv ing  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. No, s i r .  I wasn ' t  c a l l e d  t h a t  day, and I d id  
n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h a t  b r i e f i n g .  

Q Do you remember t a l k i n g  t o  any of the  o f f i c e r s ,  
noncommissioned o f f i c e r s ,  o r  any of t h e  s o l d i e r s  concerning 
what t h e i r  o rde r s  were f o r  t h e  fol lowing day? 
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A. No, sir.  I hea rd  no one s a y  anyth ing  about  it. 
I d i d  know t h e y  w e r e  hav ing  a meeting on t h a t ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  
know what t r a n s p i r e d  a t  t h e  meeting. Nor d i d  I h e a r  any-
one mention t h e  meeting a f t e r w a r d s  o r  what t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
were f o r  t h e  n e x t  day.  

.Q - W e  have knowledge, Se rgean t  H I E N ,  t h a t  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  s t a r t e d  i n  zhe morning a f t e r  an a r t i l l e r y  pre-
p a r a t i o n  of t h e  LZ a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ;  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  
went a t  6730; t h e  second l i f t  went i n  a t  0747; and a l l  of  
C/l j20 w a s  on t h e  ground by 0750. 

A .  Yes, s ir .  Tha t  i s  r i g h t .  They a l s o  had gunships  
fo l lowing  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n .  

Q What was your  p h y s i c a l  l o c a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  con-
d u c t  of  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  Were you i n  t h e  TOC, w e r e  you n e a r  
t h e  TOG, or w e r e  you i n  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  c e n t e r ?  Exac t ly  
where w e r e  you,  and could you keep t r a c k  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  as 
it p rog res sed?  

A .  From about  0630, I was w a i t i n g  i n  o u r  o f f i c e  a t  
LZ D o t t i e  w i t h  Captain  KOTOUC. I was w a i t i n g  f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
when t o  go. 

(E 
3id :-Lcai- ally-..--Ll- ~ ~ ~ i n gcoi-iceraing t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir. But a t  about  1030, Captain  KOTOUC c a l l e d  
m e  t o  t h e  map and showed m e  how t h c  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  p r o g r e s s i n g  
and informed m e  that  about  140 VC had been k i l l e d .  There had 
been 29 c i v i l i a n s ,  women and c h i l d r e n ,  wounded. So, I asked 
Capta in  KOTOUC how it was t h a t  t hey  could k i l l  t h a t  many VC 
and n o t  p i c k  up any weapons. 

Q How many, a g a i n ,  d i d  Captain  KOTOUC say  had been 
k i l l e d  a t  t h a t  t ime? Was it 1 4 0 ,  was it 80, o r  what i s  t h e  
f i g u r e ?  

A.  I cannot  remember o f  c e r t a i n t y ,  however, it was 
w r i t t e n  on t h e  board.  H e  showed me on t h e  board ;  t o  t h e  b e s t  
of  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  it w a s  1 4 8  o r  1 6 8 .  I t  w a s  a long  t i m e  
ago,  and 1 j u s t  c a n ' t  be  r e a l  c e r t a i n .  
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Q How many weapons d i d  t h e  board i n d i c a t e  had 
been captured? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h e  number of weapons 
or  whether t h e r e  were any weapons i n d i c a t e d  t o  have been 
captured  on t h e  board. However, normally i n  opera t ions ,  
when we have a b i g  one, they  b r i n g  t h e  weapons back and 
p i l e  them up a t  t h e  LZ o r  i n  t h e  area .  This  t i m e  they 
d idn '  t ,  and t h a t ' s  what I asked about. 

Q. And what d i d  he say about t h a t ?  

A. H e  s a i d ,  "I d o n ' t  know." 

Q 9 Did t h i s  board a l s o  show t h e  number of c i v i -
l i a n s  t h a t  were k i l l e d  o r  wounded? 

A. The board d i d  have an i n d i c a t i o n  of a number 
of  wounded. The board s a i d  t h a t  e i t h e r  2 8  o r  38 were 
wounded; no t  k i l l e d ,  b u t  wounded. I d o n ' t  remember r e a l  
c l e a r l y  t h e  28 o r  38. T h e ' r e c a p i t u l a t i o n  of t h e  t o t a l  
k i l l e d  was 148 o r  168. But it d i d  say t h a t  a l l  of those  
t h a t  were k i l l e d  were depic ted  as being VC, and a l l  those 
wounded were shown a s  c i v i l i a n s ,  women and ch i ld ren .  

Q. Ear ly  i n  t h e  morning of t h e  1 6 t h ,  Sergeant  
H I E N ,  do you r e c a l l  a h e l i c o p t e r  b r ing ing  i n  what was sus-
pected t o  be two PW's t h a t  were i n t e r r o g a t e d ?  

A.  I d i d n ' t  i n t e r r o g a t e  them, and I have no know-
ledge of t h i s .  

8- Do you r e c a l l  you o r  any o t h e r  i n t e r p r e t e r s
i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e s e  two men who were suspected  of being VC? 
I t  was l a t e r  determined t h a t  they  were, i n  f a c t ,  Popular Force 
personnel  t h a t  had been captured about a month before  by 
t h e  VC and had been he ld  p r i s o n e r  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai 
( 4 )  

A.  I d i d n ' t  i n t e r r o g a t e  them, b u t  I d i d  meet those 
two PF s o l d i e r s .  I don' t r e c a l l  i f  i t  was morning o r  
a f te rnoon.  
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Q - Coming back t o  t h e  f i g u r e s  which you had heard ,  
Se rgean t  H I E N ,  a t  t h e  end of t h e  day Task Force BARKER re-
p o r t e d  128 VC k i l l e d ,  3 weapons cap tu red ,  and 2 U.S. k i l l e d .  
This  i nc luded  C/1/20 an3  B/3/4, which had landed sou th  of 
My La i  (1) and had moved t o  t h e  n o r t h .  Tha t  was a t  t h e  end 
of t h e  day a t  around 5 o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon .  E a r l y  i n  
t h e  morning t h e r e  was a r e p o r t  t h a t  came i n t o  LZ D o t t i e  
t o  Task Force Barker ,  t h a t  69 VC had been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y .  
Do you reniember t h a t  f i g u r e  coming in'? 

A. The f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  I saw t h e  board ,  it showed 
a f i g u r e  h i g h e r  t han  a  128. I thi i ik it w a s  148 o r  168. A c t -
u a l l y ,  I was supposed t o  have gone on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  
Captain  KOTOUC. I d o n ' t  know why we d i d n ' t .  We had lunch 
a t  LZ D o t t i e ;  and a f t e r  we had lunch,  t hen  w e  went t o  Quang 
Ngai t o  g e t  some policemen and some ARYW s o l d i e r s  t o  go 
o u t  t o  t h e  f i e l d  w i t h  u s .  

Q • Did you go t o  Quang Ngai C i ty?  

A. MACV Quarig Ngai. W e  went t h e r e  t o  g e t  them, 
b u t  t hey  s e n t  us  back t o  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  headqua r t e r s  t o  
g e t  them. 

Q Whom d i d  you p ick  up a t  Son Tinh? 

A. Captain  KOTOUC and I l e f t  Quang Ngai S e c t o r  
and went t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  Son Tinh.  I t  i s  on t h e  h i l l ,  
and w e  wa i t ed  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  a t  t h e  b a s e  of  t h e  h i l l ,  
a t  t h e  h e l i p a d .  Capta in  KOTOUC c a l l e d  t o  some American 
on t h e  h i l l ,  and w e  wa i t ed  t h e r e  u n z i l  t hey  brought  t h e  
s o l d i e r s  down. There were f i v e  s o l d i e r s  from t h c  4 t h  
Regiment of t h e  2d Div i s ion .  One of them was a second 
l i e u t e n a n t ,  and t h e r e  w a s  one s e r g e a n t  and t h r e e  p r i v a t e s .  
There were a l s o  t h r e e  policemen t h a t  cair,e down. The 
e i g h t  of them boarded t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  i n  one l i f t ,  and 
then  w e  went o u t  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  w i t h  t h e s e  people .  
The purpose w a s  t o  s e p a r a t e  t h e  VC from t h e  pecp le  o u t  
i n  t h e  a r e a ,  

Q Did you p ick  them up t h e  day o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  
o r  d i d  you p ick  them up t h e  day b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  What 
t i a e  of day d i d  you p i ck  them up? 
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A. I t  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  day of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ;  I d o n ' t  
remember c l e a r l y ,  b u t  about  3:00 o r  3:30  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  
I would t h i n k .  

9- Had t h e s e  policemen been flown t o  LZ D o t t i e  
where t h e y  were b e f o r e  t h e  a e r o - a s s a u l t  i n t o  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t hey  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  p rev ious ly .  Now, we normal ly  d i d  n o t  p i ck  up 
t h e s e  people  and t a k e  them i n t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a r e a  f o r  o t h e r  
p rev ious  o p e r a t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h i s  t ime.  To t h e  b e s t  of my 
knowledge, t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  t ime t h s y  w e r e  p l aced  i n  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a .  Captain  KOTOUC and I w e r e  t h e  ones t h a t  
normally d i d  it. 1 

Q- Do you k n ~ w  of any o t h e r  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  o r  
ARVN s o l d i e r s  t h a t  may have accompanied C/1/20 i n  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  of  My L a i  i4 )  ? 

A. I d o n ' t  know of  any,  and I don' t b e l i e v e  t h a t  t hey  
d i d .  

Q. Do you remember anyth ing  e l s e  about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
i n t o  My Lai  ( 4 )  o r  Tu Cung t h a t  you r e c a l l  t h a t  morning? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  any th ing  t h a t  I h a v e n ' t  mentioned. 

Q. Did you h e a r  of any i n n t r u c t i c n s  be ing  i s s u e d  t o  
t e l l  them t o  s t o p  burn ing  houses and s t o p  k i l l i n g  noncom- 
b a t a n t s ?  

A. On t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  d a t e ,  L d i d n ' t  h e a r  any th ing  
p a r t i c u l a r ;  b u t ,  normal ly ,  t h e  coimanders d i d  i s s u e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
t o  burn a11 t h e  houses and d e s t r o y  t h e  bunkers .  

Q- Do you know t h e  name of  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  o r  
t h e  s e r g e a n t  from t h e  4th  Regiment of t h e  2d ARVN? 

A. I a m  n o t  c e r t a i n ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  h i s  i s  ANH, because 
I g o t  f i v e  p a i r  of  boo t s  from t h e  d i v i s i o n  and gave them t o  
t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  people .  I b e l i e v e  h i s  name i s  Second Lieu- 
t e n a n t  ANH . 
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Q. From which d i v i s i o n ,  t h e  America1 Divis ion? 

LTC STANBERRY: Are you r e f e r r i n g  t o  where he g o t  t h e  boots? 

I 0  : Y e s ,  where d i d  he g e t  t h e  boots  t o  g ive  t o  them? 

A. I reques ted  them a t  LZ Dot t i e  f o r  them. 

Q = Yes, and --
A. ( In te rpos ing)  A f t e r  t h e  opera t ion ,  those f i v e  
men came by LZ D o t t i e ,  and I was able  t o  g e t  them f i v e  p a i r  
of boots .  

Q They picked them up then s o  t h a t  they could ge t  
t h e  proper s i z e s ?  

A. A f t e r  the  opera t ion ,  t h e  f i v e  men car::e t o  LZ 
Dot t i e  with me, and we picked up t h e  f i v e  p a i r  of boots .  

Q . Do you r e c a l l  any of the  names of t h e  -Nat ional  
Policemen? 

A. I d i d n ' t  know any of t h e  people.  

C Kere they frcm S c n  Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Af te r  you picked up the  f i v e  ARVN s o l d i e r s  and 
t h e  t h ~ e eNational  Policemen, what d i d  you do then? 

A. A f t e r  t h a t ,  we went i n t o  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  cemetery, 
n o t  t o  the  p lace  where t h e r e  were a l o t  of people k i l l e d .  
We took them i n t o  t h a t  a r e a  s o  t h a t  they could s e p a r a t e  the  
VC from t h e  c i v i l i a n s .  

Q Were both C/1/'20 and B / 3 / 4  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A .  I saw a l a r g e  assembly of people t h e r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
know which companies were t h e r e .  I d i d  meet Captain MEDINA, 
Captain MICHLES, and Lieutenant  Ja4NSON of M I .  
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Q Was Sergeant  M I N H  wi th  Lieutenant  JOHNSON? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q And was Sergeant  PHU wi th  Captain MEDINA? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And how many de ta inees  d i d  they have? 

A. About 12 people,  men. We found t h r e e  men who 
had t h e i r  name i n  t h e  b lack  book of V C I .  

9 You found what? 

A. Among these  1 2  men, we found t h r e e  who were on t h e  
l i s t  of V C I ,  t h e  black book t h a t  they  ca r ry .  

Q Which company had captured t h e  de ta inees  o r  t h e  
VC suspec t s?  

A. I came i n  very l a t e ,  and they  were a l l  t h e r e  
when I a r r i v e d .  I j u s t  g o t  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  go o u t  t o  see  
who was VC and who was c i v i i i a i ~ s .  

Q W i l l  you t e l l  us about what happened a t  t h a t  
time? 

A.  The p o l i c e ,  when they came i n ,  had wi th  them 
the  l i s t .  Also, one of the  policemen was f r o m  t h a t  v i l l a g e  
and he knew t h e  V C I  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  So, immediately, he 
s e l e c t e d  t h e  ones --
Q. ( In te rpos ing)  From what v i l l a g e ?  

A. Perhaps Son My. So, he s e l e c t e d  t h e  t h r e e .  One 
of the  policemen t o l d  me t h a t  one of these  persons had 
t h r e e  p o s i t i o n s :  he was Hamlet Chief ,  t he  l e a d e r  of the  
farmers a s s o c i a t i o n ,  and t h e  economy leader .  Shor t ly  a f t e r  
t h a t ,  Captain KOTOUC, myself ,  and Sergeant  P H u  took t h i s  man 
o u t  t o  one of t h e  family bunkers i n  t h e  a r e a  t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  
him. So, then ,  we asked t h e  policemen again ,  "Are you s u r e  
t h a t  t h i s  man i s  who you say. he i s ,  VCI." He s a i d ,  "Yes, he 
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i s  a member o f  t h e  Communist P a r t y ,  I am s u r e . "  W e  t r i e d  
t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  t h e  man, b u t  he r e f u s e d  t o  say  anyth ing .  H e  
r e f u s e d  t o  s a y  anyth ing  s o  Captain  KOTOUC took a k n i f e  f r o m  
h i s  scabbard ,  p l a c e d  t h e  man's hand up on a rock ,  and 
t h r e a t e n e d  t o  c u t  h i s  f i n g e r  o f f .  I tu rned  away t o  m e e t  
Se rgean t  M I N H ,  and a moment l a te r  I came back. A t  t h a t  
t ime ,  I saws tha t  he had l o s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  of h i s  f i n g e r ,  n o t  
very much. J u s t  a v e r y ,  ve ry ,  s m a l l  p a r t  of h i s  f i n g e r .  
But h i s  hand had been b e a t e n  a good b i t ;  it had been 
b e a t e n  r ed .  

Q Who else was t h e r e  a t  t h e  t ime? 

A.  There w a s  j u s t  Sergeant  PHU and myself t h e r e  
w i t h  Captain  KOTOUC. I d i d  s e e  him b e a t  t h e  man's hand 
w i t h  t h e  back edge of  t h e  k n i f e ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  see him 
c u t  h i s  f i n g e r .  

Q. Did L ieu tenan t  JOHNSON and Se rgean t  M I N H  s t a y  
du r ing  t h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  o r  d i d  t hey  d e p a r t  from t h i s  
l a r g e r  a r e a ?  

A. During t h e  p e r i o d  of  t h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  Ser-
gean t  M I N H  and L ieu tenan t  JOHNSON were about  20 meters away 
s i t t i n g  t a i k i n g  wi th  Capta in  MEDINA and Cap ta in  MICHLES. 
They were x t  i n  the b l ~ n k e rwhere w e  were,  A11 d u r i n g  
t h i s  p e r i o d  they  were o u t  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  and they  w e r e  t h e r e  
when w e  f i n i s h e d  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h i s  man. 

Q. Were you i n  a bunker o r  were you j u s t  on t h e  
s i d e  of  one of  t h e s e  graves?  

A. During t h e  time we were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h i s  
man, we were o u t s i d e  of  t h e  bunker r i g h t  n e a r  t h e  f r o n t  
of t h e  bunker ,  by t h e  g rave ,  sir.  

Q- When you t u r n e d  around aga in ,  and t h e  man 
had p a r t  o f  h i s  f i n g e r  c u t  o f f ,  d i d  t h e  man then  t a l k  
o r  what happened then?  

A. H e  con t inued  t o  r e f u s e  t o  s a y  anything,:  ..but he .. 

d i d  s a y ,  "I h a v e n ' t  done anyth ing .  Why a r e  you b e a t i n g  m e  
and t r e a t i n g  me t h i s  way?" H e  asked me t o  h e l p  him o u t .  
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Q - What happened then?  

A. For  about  15  o r  20 minutes  a f t e r  t h a t ,  I t r i e d  
very  ha rd  t o  g e t  some in fo rma t ion  from t h i s  man. I i n t e r -
roya t ed  him. I t o l d  him f o r  h i s  own good t o  g i v e  me some 
in fo rma t ion ,  b u t  he  cont inued  t o  r e f u s e .  So I checked 
w i t h  t h e  p o l i c e  a g a i n  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t hey  were c e r t a i n  
t h a t  t h i s  w a s  whc they  thought  he  w a s .  One of t h e  p o l i c e -  
men, i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  claimed t h a t  he was c e r t a i n .  H e  con-
t i n u e d  t o  ask me many t i m e s  t o  l e t  him k i l l  the man because 
he was c e r t a i n  who he was. So f i n a l l y ,  t h e  one policemen 
p l u s  t h e  o t h e r  two policemen asked me t o  ask  t h e  Americans 
t o  l e t  them k i l l  one of them. I t o l d  them, "No, w e  want 
t o  t a k e  t h e  marl back t o  LZ Bronco and i n t e r r o g a t e  him." 
But t hey  w e r e  very i n s i s t e n t .  They f i n a l l y  persuaded me 
t o  check w i t h  Capta in  KOTOUC t o  s e e  i f  they  could  k i l l  one 
of t h e  men. l' asked Capta in  KOTOUC what he thought  about  
it and he approved it. H e  s a i d ,  "Okzy, " and raised his 
hand and s i g n a l e d  t o  t h e  man t h a t  h i s  s p i r i t  was going up 
t o  heaven. 

Q - Was i t  t h i s  same man? 

A ,  L t  w a s  tbe pame r a n  t h a t  had h i s  hand  b e a t e n  and 
h i s  f i n g e r  c u t .  

Q. What happened then?  

A. Following t h a t ,  one of t h e  policemen wi th  a cax-
b i n e  took t h e  man o u t  a few meters away t o  a d i t c h  and s h o t  
him f i v e  t i m e s .  And then  he  came back j u s t  a few minutes 
l a te r  and took one more person  o u t  t h a t  t hey  had cap tu red  and 
s h o t  him w i t h o u t  anybody's app rova l  o r  w i t h o u t  a sk ing  any- 
body. 

Q - Did you s e e  them s h o o t  t h z s e  two PW's? 

A. During t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  t h z t  t h e  policemen took 
t h e  man o u t ,  I w a s  very a f r a i d ,  and I went back about  20 me te r s ,  
back t o  where t h e  group was w i t h  Capta in  KOTOUC a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
I hea rd  t h e  f i v e  rounds f i r e d ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  s e e  the man a t  t h e  
t ime he  f i r e d  them- I w a s n ' t  watching.  I d i d n ' t  do anyth ing  
fo l lowing  t h a t .  However, when t h e  policemen came back he d i d  
g e t  a n o t h e r  man and took him down t h e r e .  W e  assurned, o r  a t  
least  I assumed, t h a t  he  w a s  go ing  t o  t a k e  him d o ~ n  t h e r e  and 
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show him t h e  man t h a t  had been s h o t  and k i l l e d  s o  t h a t  he 
would then  con fes s  o r  t a l k .  But t h i s  w a s n ' t  t h e  case. 
The policman a l s o  s h o t  t h i s  man. A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  Capta in  
MEDINA and a l l  o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s  became very d i s s a t i s f i e d  
w i t h  t h i s .  I d o n ' t  k n ~ wwho p r e c i s e l y ,  b u ~they  i s s u e d  
i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  "No more of t h i s  shoo t ing ;  t o o  many people  
k i l l e d  a l r e a d y  today ."  A f t e r  t h a t  t han ,  Se rgean t  PHU, 
myself ,  and a number of s o l d i e r s ,  n o t  t h e  o f f i c e r s ,  
went down t o  t h e  d i t c h ;  we d i d  s e e  t h a t  t h e  two men 
had been s h o t  and k i l l e d .  W e  wanted t o  see i f  t hey  had 
k i l l e d  them o r  j u s t  a t t empted  t o  s c a r e  someone. But  
one policeman had s h o t  and k i l l e d  bo th  of  t h e s e  men. 

IZ Would you r e p e a t ,  i n  Engl i sh  f o r  m e ,  what 
you t o l d  Capta in  KOTOUC; and a l s o ,  i n  Eng l i sh ,  what Cap-
t a i n  KOTOUC t o l d  you? 

A. I s a i d ,  "What do you t h i n k  about  p o l i c e  r e q u e s t  
t o  k i l l  some VC?" H e  s a i d ,  "Okay." 

Q 
him? 

Did you e x p l a i n  t o  him why they  wanted t o  k i l l  

LTC STANBERRY: (Ta lk ing  t o  w i t n e s s )  General  PEERS wants 
you t o  speak i n  Engl i sh  s o  t h a t  i t ' s  very  c l e a r  what you 
told Cspta- in  KOTOTJC so  t h a t  we can be s u r e  t h a t  Cap ta in  
KOTOUC unders tood what you were t e l l i n g  him and what you w e r e  
s ay ing  t o  him. So t e l l  us a l l ,  i n  Eng l i sh ,  what you t o l d  
Capta in  KOTOUC and t h e n  what Captain  KOTOUC s a i d .  

A. I asked hirii: "What do you t h i n k  about  s e c u r i t y  
policeman? They want t o  k i l l  some VC because he  s u r e  t hey  
belong t o  Communist P a r t y .  They g o t  t h r e e  p o s i t i o n s :  farmer  
a s s o c i a t i o n  l e a d e r ,  Hamlet Ch ie f ,  and economy l e a d e r .  What 
do you t h i n k ? "  He s a i d ,  "Okay." 

Q Where was Sergeant  PHU a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A,  I d i d n ' t  s e e  Se rgean t  PHU.  Se rgean t  PHU moved t o  
ancther  p l a c e ,  Sergeant  PHU was nea r  t h a t  a r e a ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  
s e e  him a t  t h a t  t ime.  

Q What happened t o  t h e  t h i r d  PW t h a t  w a s  on the b l a c k  
l i s t ?  

A.  They picked and took up one VC t o  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  
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Q What happened t o  him? 

A. I d o n ' t  know about him, s ir .  The policeman took 
him back t o  d i s t r i c t  headquar ters ,  

Q. Did you ever  s e e  him again? 

A. No, s i r ,  because they t e l l  me, "We w i l l  take him 
t o  the Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  subsec to r  t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  him. I f  
they  f i n d  ou t  good information,  I w i l l  r e p o r t  t o  you a t  LZ 
Dottie, .  You w i l l  t e l l  Captain KOTOUC f o r  us. " 

Q Did you hea r  anything more from Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  
about him o r  h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q How long d i d  t h e  pol icenen,  yourselE,  and Captain 
KOTOUC s t a y  t h e r e ?  Did you leave  t h a t  n i g h t  o r  d i d  you s t a y  
t h e r e  t h a t  n igh t?  

A.  About 4 :30, I rece ived  i n s t r u c t i o i ? ~from Captain 
KOTOUC t o  g e t  on t h e  a i r c r a f t  w i t h  him, Sergeznt  P H U ,  and t h e  
.,..1- ---
U L L ~ Ep~l ice i i iznt o  go sut to zn area zln the s e ~ s h ~ r ctc con-
t i n u e  t o  t r y  t o  segrega te  t h e  VC and t h e  people.  So we went 
back, t h e  t h r e e  of us ,  Sergeant  PHC, myself ,  and Captain KOTOUC 
t o  an a r e a  out  on t h e  seashore.  There must have been about 20 
o r  30 suspec t s  o r  people t h e r e ,  mostly men b u t  some women. I 
was going t o  g e t  o f f  b u t ,  Captain KOTOUC caught my jacket  and 
s a i d ,  "This i s  Sergeant  P H U ' s  work.'' So, Sergeant  PHU and the  
policemen--

Q * ( In te rpos ing)  A l l  t h r e e  policemen? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What about t h e  s o l d i e r s ?  

A. They s t ayed .  They d i d  n o t  ca r ry  t h e  t h i r d  suspec t  
from t h a t  a r e a  with them. L a t e r ,  he went back t o  D i s t r i c t .  But 
Sergeant  P H U  g o t  o f f  with t h i s  group of 20 o r  30 suspec t s  and 
was supposed t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  them. Captain KOTOUC and myself 
went back t o  LZ D o t t i e  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q By y o u r s e l f ?  
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A.  Captain KOTOUC and myself went back t o  LZ Dot t i e  
wi th  nobody e l s e  except  t h e  p i l o t  and crew. 

Q .  What ever  happened t o  t h e  o t h e r  n ine  de ta inees?  
I n i t i a l l y ,  t h e r e  were a t o t a l  of 1 2 .  Two of them were k i l l e d .  
One of them was on t h e  b lack  l i s t ,  b u t  t h e r e  were n ine  o t h e r s .  
What happened t o  them? 

A. They f r e e d  them, s ir .  The o t h e r  n i n e  people w e r e  
determined t o  be innocent  c i v i l i a n s  and re leased .  The pol ice-
men, and we be l i eved  them, s a i d  those were n o t  VC. W e  be l i eved  
t h a t  t h e  ones they s a i d  were V C I  were V C I  because they knew 
them; they were from t h e  same a rea .  They s a i d  t h e  o t h e r  n i n e  
people were innocent ,  s o  we r e l e a s e d  them. 

Q. When you landed o u t  on t h e  seacoas t  where you
dropped o f f  Sergeant  PHU and the  t h r e e  policemen, w a s  t h e r e  
an  American u n i t  t h e r e  with t h e  de ta inees?  

A. Yes, s ir .  A t  t h a t  time t h e r e  was a p la toon t h e r e .  

Q - A platoon.  Do you know who cormanded t h e  platoon? 

A. I d i d n ' t  g e t  o f f  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  I d o n ' t  know which 
p la toon it was. 

Q About what time of day was t h i s ?  

A. I t  was about 5:00 o r  5: 30 because when I re tu rned  
t o  LZ Dot t i e ,  a l l  t h e  Americans had a l ready f i n i s h e d  ea t ing .  

9 . Do yzu  re~.artberi f  t h i s  group of de ta inees  t h a t  
they had where you landed were fishermen? 

A. They were fishermen. I saw them down i n  t h e  boa t  
on the  sea .  

Q Can you p o i n t  OUL on t h c  map f o r  me where t h i s  
v i l l a g e  i s  loca ted  o r  w h ~ r et h e  a r e a  i s  loca ted?  I would 
understand t h a t  it was about i n  here  where Bravo and Char l ie  
Company laagered  and where you landed the  f i r s t  time. Is 
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. I remember i t  was nea r  the  road. I t  could have 
been he re ,  o r  it could have been here  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on map). I t  
i s  a very wide, l a r g e  a r e a ,  s o  it could have been he re .  
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Q. W e l l ,  I ' m  s u r e  it was near  t h e  cemetery. 

A .  It j u s t  took o f f  and landed immediately, s o  it was 
somewhere along i n  here .  The a rea  was certainly between t h i s  
br idge  and t h i s  one. I know t h i s  one, because t h e r e  was an 
American wounded by a mine t h e r e  once. 

Q Let  t h e  record  i n d i c a t e  t h e  genera l  coordina tes .  

A. The genera l  coordina tes  would be BS 742792. 

Q. You d i d  n o t  land ,  then,  wi th  Captain KOTOUC t o  
i n t e r r o g a t e  any of these  de ta inees?  

A. No, sir. Captain KOTOUC and I both  remained on 
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and l e f t  immediately. Also,  t h e  personnel  i n  
t h a t  group t h a t  Sergeant  PHU i n t e r r o g a t e d  and suspected were 
taken back t o  Duc Pho t o  t h e  52d M I ,  riot t o  LZ Dottie t h a t  
n igh t .  

Q. All of t h e  28? 

A. The ones he s e l e c t e d .  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know, b u t  
I d~ k n m  t h a t  it wcuLd have k e n  extremeby &ncr=sl t o  hive 
taken more than  j u s t  a few among t h i s  number back t o  Duc Pho. 
So, I would th ink  t h a t  he took a few back, because it would 
have been s o  abnormal t h a t  I ' m  s u r e  I would have heard about it, 
or he would have mentioned it i f ' h e  had t aken  them a l l .  I 
t h i n k  Sergeant  PHU d id  go back t o  Duc Pho, and I remember he 
took some wi th  him, b u t  I d o n ' t  know how many. 

Q. When d i d  he go t o  Duc Pho? 

A. I t  was dark be fo re  Sergeant  PHU came i n .  He re tu rned  
t o  LZ Dot t i e .  W e  were t o g e t h e r  t h e r e ,  b u t  Captain KOTOUC s a i d  
t h a t  they would t ake  t h e  suspec t s  from t h a t  group back t o  Duc 
Pho because w e  would be o f f  t o n i g h t ,  we wouldn ' t  work. T h a t ' s  
how I g o t  my information t h a t  they  went back t o  Guc Pho. 

Q You were wi th  Captain KOTOUC, and you re turned  t o  LZ 
Dot t i e  t h a t  n i g h t ,  t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  16th .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I re tu rned  t o  LZ Dot t i e  with Captain 
KOTOUC and, as  normal, s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  and s l e p t  t h e r e .  
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Q When d i d  L ieu tenan t  JOHNSON and S e r g e a n t  MINH d e p a r t  
t h e  l a a g e r  area by t h e  cemetery t o  go back t o  LZ D o t t i e ?  

A. I t  was dark  b e f o r e  t hey  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h a t  area, b u t  
t hey  bo th  d i d  r e t u r n  t o  LZ D o t t i e  t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q Who a r e  they?  

A. They are L i e u t e n a n t  JOHNSON and S e r g e a n t  MINH. 

Q Were they  a t  LZ D o t t i e  when you r e t u r n e d ,  or d i d  t hey  
r e t u r n  a f t e r  you had a r r i v e d  a t  LZ D o t t i e ?  

A. A f t e r  m e .  

Q A f t e r  you? 

A.  Yes. 

Q Did Se rgean t  PHU come o u t  t h a t  n i g h t ,  o r  d i d  he s t a y  -
w i t h  Captain  MEDINA? 

A. I b e l i e v e  I ' m  mis taken.  I t  w a s  Se rgean t  MINH t h a t  
s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  w i th  me t h a t  n i g h t ;  it was n o t  Se rgean t  PHU. 
I bel ieve  he c + = ~ 7 n JU .&a=-- C U ~S ~ C ~ U C E ?t h e y  were ve ry ,  ~ r e r ys h s r t  ~f 
i n t e r p r e t e r s  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

Q W e l l ,  when d i d  you l e a r n  t h a t  t h e s e  pecp le  w e r e  
t aken  from t h e  beach a r e a  t o  Duc Pho? 

A, S i r ,  a l l  t h a t  I kncw a b s u t  t h o s e  people  i s  t h a t  
a f t e r  I had e a t e n ,  I r e t u r n e d  t o  t a l k  t o  Capta in  KOTOUC, because 
I assumed t h a t  some of  t h o s e  people  would be brought  back i n  
t h e r e ,  and I would have t o  work t h a t  n i g h t .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  Cap-
t a i n  KOTOUC t o l d  m e ,  "No, y o u ' r e  o f f .  Those people  have been 
t aken  back t o  Duc Pho." H e  might have s a i d  t hey  would be  
t aken  back t o  Duc Pho, b u t ,  i n  any case ,  t h a t  was t h e  under-
s t a n d i n g  I go t .  

Q .  Do you know i f  Se rgean t  PHU s t a y e d  o u t  w i t h  t h o s e  
people  t h a t  n i g h t  o r  whether he had r e t u r n e d  t o  Captain  MEDINA 
w i t h  C/1/20? 

A .  I d o n ' t  know, b u t  I t h i n k  t h a t  he r e t u r n e d  w i t h  Cap-
t a i n  MEDINA. 
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Q When you were o u t  i n  t h e  cemetery area, Se rgean t
H I E N ,  and you w e r e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e s e  d e t a i n e e s ,  d i d  you h e a r  
any of them say  any th ing  about  some women and c h i l d r e n  be ing  
$ k i l l e d  i n  t h e  area of  C o  Luy? 

A.  I d i d  n o t  h e a r  any th ing  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  about  Co Luy. 
As a matter of  f a c t ,  I d i d n ' t  know t h e  s t o r y  on a l o t  of  people  
be ing  k i l l e d  u n t i l  w e  r e t u r n e d  t h a t  n i g h t ,  and Se rgean t  M I N H  
was t e l l i n g  t h e  s t o r y  t o  a l l  of  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  about  t h e  
~ r n e r i c a n st a k i n g  t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  o u t  of  t h e  houses and 
bunkers  and l i n i n g  them up and s h o o t i n g  them. This  was t h e  
f i r s t  t h a t  I ' d  l e a r n e d  about  t h a t .  We were j u s t  d i s c u s s i n g .  
W e  c o u l d n ' t  unders tand  why t h e  Americans would i s s u e  i n s t r u c -
t i o n s  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Did you e v e r  t e l l  Capta in  KOTOUC about  t h a t ?  

A. Th i s  s t o r y  t h a t  Se rgean t  M I N H  t o l d  m e  was n o t  t h a t  
n i g h t .  A s  a m a t t e r  of  f a c t ,  it was a f t e r  I had r e t u r n e d  t o  
Duc Pho. I t  was 2 o r  3 months l a t e r  when he was d i s c u s s i n g  
t h i s  w i t h  a l l  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  n o t  t h a t  n i g h t .  On t h a t  d a t e  
I hea rd  n o t h i n g  abou t  Co Luy. 

Q Did you h e a r  anyth ing  about  Se rgean t  M I N H  observ ing ,  
iz L a i  i d ) ,  zny shoz t ing  s f  wcmez and c h i l d r e n  t hz t  n i n h t3 c r  
w i t h i n  t h e  n e x t  2 o r  3 days? 

A .  The on ly  t ime p r i o r  t o  t h a t  t h a t  he  mentioned i t  t o  
m e  w a s  when w e  were o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  and when t h e  two policemen 
w e r e  s h o t .  H e  ve ry  b r i e f l y  mentioned it. H e  s a i d ,  "Why do  t h e y  
k i l l  s o  many l i k e  t hey  d i d  t h i s  morning and s t i l l  b r i n g  t h e  
people  o u t  and s h o o t  and k i l l  them he re . "  He d i d n ' t  e l a b o r a t e  
on it any, and t h a t  i s  t h e  on ly  mention he made of  k i l l i n g  people  
d u r i n g  t h e  morning. 

Q* Did you e v e r  t a l k  t o  Capta in  KOTOUC about t h i s ,  o r  
d i d  you e v e r  p a s s  t h i s  on t o  any o f  t h e  American a u t h o r i t i e s ?  

A. No, sir .  The on ly  t ime I e v e r  ques t ioned  t h a t  
t hey  had k i l l e d  l a r g e  numbers o f  people  o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  
people  might have been c i v i l i a n s  was when I looked a t  t h e  
board and s a w  t h e  l a r g e  numbers of  people  k i l l e d  and no i n -

' d i c a t i o n  of number o f  weapons taken .  

&- When you r e t u r n e d  t o  Duc Pho d i d  you t e l l  Capta in  
LABRIOLA about  what you had seen  and what you had heard? 
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A. No, s ir .  

Q Did you e v e r  t a l k  t o  any ARVN? 

A. No, sir.  

Q O r  GVN o f f i c i a l s ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q Were you e v e r  t o l d  t o  keep q u i e t  about  t h i s ,  t h a t  
t h i s  matter was be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  

A. No. The on ly  person  t h a t  has  e v e r  g iven  m e  any 
guidance concerning t h a t  was a  L ieu tenan t  PRICE from t h e  1st 
M I ,  when he  i n t e r r o g a t e d  m e  r e c e n t l y .  That  w a s  t h e  on ly  t i m e .  

Q . A f t e r  a comparat ively  r e c e n t  d a t e ,  w e r e  you c a l l e d  
a s  a w i t n e s s  b e f o r e  Sena to r  D O N ' S  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  t h e  Vietnamese 
Sena te  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir.  They d i d n ' t  c a l l  m e  b e f o r e  t h e i r  board.  

Q When d i d  t h e  f i v e  s o l d i e r s  come o u t  of t h e  f i e l d ,  
Se rqean t  HIEN? 

A. I d o n ' t  know when they  r e tu rned .  But ,  t h e  nex t  day 
I went back o u t  t o  t h e  a r e a ,  and they  were s t i l l  t h e r e  a t  t h e  
p l a c e  where t h e  two policemen had been k i l l e d .  

Q -
t h a t ?  

You r e t u r n e d  t h e  nex t  day? What t i m e  of  day was 

A.  I worked f o r  t h e  S2 f o r  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e .  Normally, 
and commonly, I went o u t  w i th  e i t h e r  Captain  KOTOUC o r  w i t h  
t h e  f i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t ,  whose name I do n o t  remember, who a l s o  
worked i n  t h e  S2 o f f i c e .  However, on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day,  about  
1000 o r  1030, I went t o  t h e  a r e a  a lone .  I d i d  meet Capta in  
MICHLES i n  t h a t  a r e a  a t  t h a t  t i n e ,  I went i n t o  t h e  a r e a  where 
t h e  people  w e r e  b e i n g  d e t a i n e d  a t  t h a t  t ime o r  where they  w e r e  
i n t e r r o g a t i n g  people  and d i d  observe  t h a t  t h e  ARVN s o l d i e r s  
w e r e  s t i l l  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q a Did you t h e n  work w i t h  Captain  MICHLES? 
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A. Captain  MICHLES, Bravo Company, s i r .  

On t h e  17 th?  

A. The second day o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  y e s ,  s i r .  H e  was 
n o t  l o c a t e d  r i g h t  t h e r e ,  b u t  h e  was n o t  f a r  away on t h a t  d a t e ,  
and I d i d  j o i n  him t h e r e .  

Q Were Captain  MEDINA and Se rgean t  PHU t h e r e ?  

A. No. I d i d n ' t  s e e  e i t h e r  of t h o s e  t h e r e .  

Q When you jo ined  Captain  MICHLES, d i d  t hey  have an-
o t h e r  group of d e t a i n e e s  f o r  you t o  i n t e r r o g a t e ?  

A. A t  t h e  t i m e  I a r r i v e d  t h e r e ,  t h e r e  w e r e  a l o t  of  
women and c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  a r e a .  They were re fugees .  They 
w e r e n ' t  apprehended no r  cap tu red  no r  h e l d .  They were some-
what concerned and a f r a i d  t h a t  t h e  Americans would cause  them 
harm, e s p e c i a l l y  some of t h e  young g i r l s  t h e r e .  They d i d  
i n t e r c e d e  wi th  me t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  commander t o  make s u r e  t h a t  
t h i s  wou ldn ' t  happen. I d i d  t a l k  t o  Capta in  MICHLES about  it, 
and Capta in  MICHLES gave t h e  o r d e r  t o  have them moved away 
because they  w e r e n ' t  needed and he p r e f e r r e d  that t hey  n o t  
be i n  and around t h e  s o l d i e r s .  

Q On t h a t  day, d i d  you t a l k  t o  a woman from Co Luy
who had been brought  t o  t h i s  a r e a  by an American p l a t o o n  
t h e  day b e f o r e ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I remember h e r .  She w a s  a f r a i d  t h e  
Americans were going t o  h u r t  h e r .  I ' m  n o t  r e a l  c e r t a i n  t h a t  
it w a s  t h a t  day o r  t h e  fo l lowing  day,  b u t  I do r e c a l l  meeting 
h e r .  Also,  I d i d  work t h a t  day w i t h  Capta in  MICHLES, and I 
wanted t o  go back t h a t  n i g h t .  H e  d i d n '  t want m e  t o .  H e  
l i k e d  m e  very much, and he wanted t o  keep m e  o u t  t h e r e .  But 
when a r e supp ly  s h i p  came i n ,  I asked him t o  l e t  me go back 
i n  and he d i d  pe rmi t  m e  t o  r e t u r n  t h a t  n i g h t  t o  LZ D o t t i e .  

Q. What d i d  t h i s  wornan t e l l  you about  Co Luy? 

A. I d i d n ' t  speak t o  h e r ,  excep t  I unders tood t h a t  s h e  
was fo l lowing  because she  was a f r a i d  t h a t  i f  she  d i d  anyth ing  
else, she  would be  harmed. Capta in  MICHLES saw h e r  fo l lowing  
r i g h t  c l o s e  and w a s  a f r a i d  something would happen t o  h e r ,  e i t h e r  
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t h e  ARVN o r  t h e  U.S .  o r  somebody would harm h e r ,  s o  he i n s t r u c -
t e d  t h a t  she  go back t o  t h e  a r e a  by t h e  seashore.  I remember 
now t h a t  she d i d  say t o  me t h a t  she  was a f r a i d  t h e  Americans 
would rape  o r  k i l l  h e r .  She was a f r a i d .  

Q Did she say t h a t  she  had seen Americans k i l l  some 
women and ch i ld ren?  Did she say t h a t  she and perhaps some 
o t h e r  women o r  g i r l s  had been sexua l ly  molested by some o t h e r  
Americans? 

A. Well, f r equen t ly  on an opera t ion ,  I do have t h e  
younger g i r l s  s t a y  very c l o s e  t o  me because they  a r e  a f r a i d  
of the  Americans, a f r a i d  t h a t  they  w i l l  e i t h e r  rape  them 
o r  t h a t  they w i l l  shoot  and k i l l  them. But it i s  genera l ly  
a  mat ter  of t h e i r  f e a r ;  and, i n  t h i s  case,  she d i d n ' t  say 
anything about a b a s i s  f o r  t h e  f e a r .  

Q When you came back t o  s e e  cap ta in  MICHLES were t h e  
Nat ional  P o l i c e  with t h e  s o l d i e r s  again? 

A.  No, sir. They had a l ready re tu rned ,  and they had 
n o t  come back t o  t h i s  a rea .  I j u s t  met t h e  f i v e  s o l d i e r s .  

Q. When d i d  t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce  l eave  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  The l a s t  time I saw them was 
when we dropped them o f f  with Sergeant  PHU o u t  by t h e  s e a  
t h e  af te rnoon before .  

Q. You l e f t  Captain MICHLES t h a t  a f t e ~ n o o no r  evening
of t h e  second day and went back t o  LZ Dot t ie .  When d i d  you 
next  see  the  f i v e  s o l d i e r s ?  

A. To the  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  a f t e r  t h e  second 
day, I d i d n ' t  s e e  them any longer .  However, I would l i k e  
t o  c l a r i f y  t h a t  when they picked up t h e  boots  was a f t e r  
t h e  opera t ion  and a f t e r  they had re turned  t o  s e c t o r .  They 
came t o  LZ Dot t i e  by automobile and picked the  boots  up t h e r e  
and re tu rned  t o  Sector .  B u t  t h a t  was a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion .  
Af te r  the  second day I d id  no t  s e e  them again ,  

Q. Can you t e l l  me what happened on t h e  second day 
wi th  B/4/3? You were h e r e  and--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  We came back toward My Khe. 
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& - Was it towards My Khe o r  d i d  you c u t  across  t h e  
br idge?  

A. I saw t h e  br idge .  We d i d n ' t  move ac ross  t h e  
b r idge ,  s i r ,  We went a longside t h e  r i v e r ,  b u t  we d i d  not  
c ross  t h e  cement br idge .  

Q *  Well, t h e  company command group s t ayed  he re .  Do 
you know whether any of t h e  p la toons  from t h e  company--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  I saw what I thought was a com-
pany over t h e r e ,  many s o l d i e r s  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  

Q- Working down the--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  They were going on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  

Q How f a r  away from t h e  b r idge  d i d  t h e  company command 
group w i t h  Captain MICBLES s t a y ?  

A. About 500 o r  600 meters from t h e  b r idge .  

a .  But t h e  com~andgroup--

A .  (Interposing) One n i g h t  d u r i n g  t h e  opera t ion  I 
spen t  t h e  n i g h t  out  with Captain MICHLES. On one ins tance  
t h e r e  was a  boa t  going ac ross  he re  wi th  1 0  people i n  it. We 
s h o t  and k i l l e d  a l l  of them as  they were c ross ing  the  r i v e r  
here.  

Q- Did you s t a y  out  then, t h e  second n igh t?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember c l e a r l y ,  b u t  I d i d  spend one n igh t  
o u t  wi th  them. 

Q- And you s tayed down in--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  And t h a t  n i g h t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e d  
i n t o  this a rea  very much. Out of t h e s e  10 people I s a i d  were 
a l l  k i l l e d ,  we th ink  t h e r e  were about t i i o  t h a t  were not  k i l l e d .  
They went up i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  and they  s e n t  a  fo rce  up t h e r e  t o  
t r y  t o  f i n d  them. They f i x e d  a l o t  of a r t i l l e r y  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  
n igh t .  

Q L e t  t h e  record show t h a t  the  s p o t  where Sergeant  H I E N  
i s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  i s  approximately 400 meters e a s t  of My Khe ( 3 ) .  
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A.  I o f t e n  come here, and t h e r e  a r e  some s e c r e t - t r e n -
ches o r  hidden underground tunne l s .  

Q The o t h e r  l o c a t i o n  which Sergeant  H I E N  is  indica-
t i n g  i s  where t h e  people  moved ac ross  t h e  Song My Khe i n  a 
b o a t ,  j u s t  t o  t h e  west  of Co Lay (1) and t h a t  a rea .  Co Lay (1) 
is  t h e  a r e a  i n  which a r t i l l e r y  was f i r e d  very h e a v i l y  dur ing  
t h a t  evening.  

A. But I would l i k e  t o  p o i n t  o u t ,  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  w a s  
f i r e d  r i g h t  a long t h e  edge of t h e  r i v e r .  

Q. When you were i n  t h i s  a r e a  wi th  Cap-tain MICHLES, 
e a s t  of My Khe ( 3 )  and t h e  command group, d i d  you s e e  t h e  
s o l d i e r s  of B / 4 / 3  burn t h e  v i l l a g e s  of Co Lay (1), ( 2 )  , and 
( 3 )  ? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember c l e a r l y  t h e  d a t e ,  b u t  wh i l e  I 
was h e r e  they d i d  k i l l  some 10 g u e r r i l l a s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  
Captain  MICHLES t o l d  them t o  burn t h e  houses of t h a t  g u e r r i l l a ,  
b u t  t h e  Americans burned a l l  of  t h e  houses.  I saw them. There 
was one p la toon  t h a t  went over  h e r e  and burned a l l  t h e  houses 
on t h i s  s i d e ,  and they  a l s o  burned them on t h i s  s i d e .  One 
p la toon  burned a l l  t h e  houses on t h e  Co Luy s i d e ,  and they a l s o  
burned t h e  houses on t h e  My Khe ( 3 )  s i d e .  But,  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  
t h a t  many houses t h e r e .  Most of them had a l r eady  been des t roy-
ed, They were just some temporary-type houses t h a t  they had 
been l i v i n g  i n  t h a t  were des t royed .  

Q What they r e f e r  t o  a s  hocjtches? 

A. Hootches . 
Q.  Did you see C/1/20 a s  it moved down i n  t h i s  a r e a  
then  came back up--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, I d i d n ' t  s ee .  The only  t i m e  I 
m e t  t h a t  company was back up he re .  

Q Were t h e  10 g u e r r i l l a s  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  were 
k i l l e d  t h a t  day i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  ones t h a t  were k i l l e d  i n  
t h e  boa t?  

A. The house t h a t  belonged t o  one g u e r r i l l a  was t h e  
one t h a t  Captain  MICHLES had burned. The o t h e r s ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  
w e r e  g u e r r i l l a s .  They w e r e  j u s t  people  i n  t h e  a rea .  
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Q That were k i l l e d ?  

A. That were k i l l e d  on t h e  boa t .  Two of them were 
women. Therefore ,  among t h e  10 people  t h a t  were k i l l e d ,  
I b e l i e v e  t h a t  only one of them was a g u e r r i l l a .  I b e l i e v e  
h i s  house was burned. The reason I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  they were 
g u e r r i l l a s  was t h a t  they d i d  send one p la toon  ove r  t o  sea rch  
t h e  boa t  f o r  weapons, b u t  they d i d n ' t  f i n d  any. The d e t e r -
minat ion a s  t o  whose house was t h e  g u e r r i l l a s  ' was made by 
a man t h a t  we had captured.  I i n t e r r o g a t e d  him, and he po in t -
ed  o u t  t h e  g u e r r i l l a s  ' house f o r  us .  

Q- Were t h e s e  people  t h a t  went ac ross  t h e  Song My
Khe i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  o t h e r  g u e r r i l l a s  t h a t  had been k i l l e d  
i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. Among t h e  10 people  c r o s s i n g  i n  t h e  b o a t ,  I 
t h i n k  8 of them w e r e  k i l l e d .  Two of them were g u e r r i l l a s ,  
one escaped,  and t h e  o t h e r  one we caught  and k i l l e d .  

Q I unders tand t h e  b o a t  ep isode ,  b u t  t hen  you s a i d  
some o t h e r  g u e r r i l l a s  were k i l l e d  down he re .  My q u e s t i o n  i s ,  
is t h i s  t h e  same group o r  is it an a d d i t i o n a l  group? 

A. It is  t h e  same group; t h e r e  was a t o t a l  of 10. 
The number of g u e r r i l l a s  k i l l e d  was only one. I n  my opin ion ,  
t h e  e i g h t  t h a t  were k i l l e d  on t h e  r i v e r  were n o t  g u e r r i l l a s .  
I d i d ,  i n i t i a l l y ,  say 10 g u e r r i l l a s .  But,  among t h e  group 
of 10 t h a t  w e r e  k i l l e d ,  it i s  my opin ion  t h a t  8 were 
youths  o r  c i v i l i a n s  and 2 of them were g u e r r i l l a s .  One 
was k i l l e d  and t h e  o t h e r  escaped. 

Q - They were f l e e i n g  from--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t h i n k  they w e r e  f l e e i n g .  

Q Were they k i l l e d  by M-16 o r  by h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. They were k i l l e d  wi th  M-16's, M - 6 O V s ,  and M-79's. 
But t h e  M-79 round d idn '  t h i t  them. I t  exploded i n  t h e  wa te r  
n e a r  them. 

Q Where d i d  t h e  man come from t h a t  gave you t h i s  
in format ion?  
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A .  He was from t h i s  a r e a  i n  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on t h e  
map) . 
Q , From t h e  a r e a  of  My Khe (1)? 

A. I n  t h e  genera l  a r e a  of My Khe ( 3 )  o r  My Khe (1). 
I went i n  t h a t  a r e a  a l o t ,  and I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  where he 
was from. 

Q- Do you remember anything more t h a t  you can t e l l  
us about h i s  o p e r a t i o n  i n  h e r e ,  Sergeant  HIEN? 

A.  No, sir. 

Q - Where i s  Lieutenant  ANH today? 

A.  I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  The las t  t ime I met him was 
when I gave him t h e  f i v e  p a i r  of boots .  

& I ' d  l i k e  t o  r e p e a t  aga in ,  from m y  information,  
he  was a second l i e u t e n a n t  from t h e  4th ARVN Regiment. Is 
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Actual ly ,  I a m  n o t  c e r t a i n  about which regiment. 
I do r e c a l l  t h a t  he wore a f l a k  jacket  and t h a t  he wore t h e  
2d D i v i s i ~ n~ztch, I thcught he mlqhk have heen an RF: how-
ever ,  with t h e  patch t h i s  would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he d i d  belong 
t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  But, I ' m  no t  c e r t a i n  about t h e  regiment. 
One o t h e r  p o i n t  I r e c a l l  i s  t h a t  during t h a t  n i g h t  t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e d  i n  t h e  wrong l o c a t i o n  once, k i l l i n g  two 
Americans and wounding t h r e e  o r  four  people i n  B Company. 

Q S  I n  B Company. T h i s  i s  t h e  n i g h t  of  t h e  17th? 

A.  I ' m  no t  su re .  I t  was t h e  second o r  t h i r d  n i g h t  I 
s p e n t  with them. 

Q Did you s t a y  with B Company when they  moved 
back t o  t h e  nor th  and then  moved up through t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i -
c a t i n g )  ? 

A.  That fol lowing day, we went down t o  t h i s  a rea ,  n o t  
q u i t e  t o  H i l l  72.  Then, we received the  o r d e r  t o  come back. We 
re turned  t o  t h i s  a r e a  and I d i d  no t  s t a y  with t h e  company any 
longer .  
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Q* You d2.d n o t  come .up, w L t h  the.  company when t k y  
were mortared from t h e  area of An Ky? 

A.  No, s ir .  

Q And th.en subsequent ly  went i n t o  An Ky? 

A. No. 

MR MACCRATE: Sergeant  HIEN, j u s t  s o  t h a t  w e  may fo l low your  
s chedu le ,  on t h e  n i g h t  of 15  March, which would be t h e  n i g h t  
b e f o r e  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  where d i d  you s t a y  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A .  I always s l e p t  a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  and I w a s  t h e r e  t h a t  
n i g h t .  

Q Did t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  have a coirmon bunker i n  which 
they  s t ayed?  Where d i d  you y o u r s e l f  s t a y ?  

A. There  was an o f f i c e  r i g h t  by t h e  bunker  where I 
s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t ,  normal ly ,  a n d  d i d  t h a t  n i g h t  w i t h  Capta in  
KOTOUC, Major CALHOUN, and' a s i g n a l  co rps  l i e u t e n a n t  i n  it. 

Q D o  you remember s e e i n g  Se rgean t  PHU t h a t  n i g h t  a t  
LZ Dot t i e?  

A. Y e s ,  sometime around 8 o ' c l o c k ,  I m e t  Se rgean t  PHU 
o u t  n e a r  t h e  h e l i p a d  and he commented, "Well,  tomorrow w e  have 
t o  go on an o p e r a t i o n .  We've g o t  t o  g e t  o u r  g e a r  t o g e t h e r  
r i g h t  away. W e  a r e  l e a v i n g  e a r l y .  " 

Q - Later t h a t  evening ,  d i d  you go w i t h  him from t h e  
h e l i p a d ?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  The n e x t  t ime I saw him was o u t  on t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  where I m e t  him t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  t h o s e  people .  

1 

Q - Then, on t h e  n e x t  day,  you f l e w  o u t  i n  t h e  a f t e r -
noon t o  t h e  graveyard  a r e a  and s t a y e d  t h e r e  f o r  a p e r i o d  o f ,  
I b e l i e v e  you i n d i c a t e d ,  an hour  o r  two? 

A. I had t r o u b l e  r e c a l l i n g  which day w e  were t a l k i n g  
about ,  b u t  on t h e  f i r s t  day I d i d  go i n  w i t h  t h e  policemen and 
t h e  ARVN. That  was about  3 : 3 0 ,  and I d i d  d e p a r t  t h e r e  a t  about  
5:00 or 5:30. 
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Q. Do you r e c a l l ,  when you landed t h e r e  wi th  Captain 
KOTOUC, whether anyone g o t  on the h e l i c o p t e r  that you came i n  
on and flew o u t ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h e r e  was a man t h a t  was soaking w e t .  H e  
had long whiskers and was very,  very soaking w e t .  

Who was wi th  him? 

I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

I0: Was t h i s  a Vietnamese o r  an American? 

A. It was an American wi th  a  very long beard.  It  
appeared as  though f o r  many days he h a d n ' t  shaved. However, 
I would l i k e  t o  p o i n t  ou t  t h a t  was a long t i m e  ago. It  
could have been a d i f f e r e n t  i n s t a n c e ,  b u t  I seem t o  r e c a l l  
it was t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime. 

MR MACCRATE: Now, you asked Captain KOTOUC1s  permission f o r  
the National  Po l i ce  t o  shoo t  t h e  VC. You say t h a t  he s a i d ,  
"Okay, " and -he pointed up, i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  man's s p i r i t  
was going t o  heaven.. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. I remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h a t  when I asked him 
t h a t  he  shook h i s  head; he s a i d  "Okay," and he r a i s e d  h i s  
hand up. It is  my understanding o r  m y  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t h a t  
this r ep resen t s  the s p i r i - c  guiiiy to i l ed~e~ i .B u t  he d i d  
r a i s e  h i s  hand i n  t h i s  manner and he nodded h i s  head and 
s a i d ,  "Okay." 

LTC STANBERRY: Would you l i k e  t h e  p a r t  t h a t  he  s a i d  i n  
English? 

MR MACCRATE: Y e s .  

A. I only  s e e  the  Captain r a i s e  h i s  hand i n  this 
manner and w e  laugh toge the r .  I c l e a r l y  heard  him say ,  
"Okay. I' 

Q. You say  you laughed wi th  him? 

A. He s a i d ,  "Okay. " He turned t o  me and smiled.  

Q Captain KOTOUC smiled.  What d i d  you then  say 
t o  t h e  Nat ional  Policeman? 
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LTC STANBERRY: A d i r e c t  t r a n s l a t i o n  of what he j u s t  t o l d  me 
would be: The policeman was s t and ing  about 5 o r  6 meters 
from me.  I turned  t o  him and s a i d ,  ''The Captain s a i d ,  'Okay.'" 

MR MACCRATE: Then on t h e  n igh t  of t h e  1 6 t h ,  t h e  f i r s t  day of 
the opera t ion ,  you flew back t o  LZ Dot t i e  wi th  Captain KOTOUC 
a f t e r  making t h e  s t o p  on t h e  seacoas t .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q *  That n i g h t  a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  d i d  you s t a y  i n  t h e  same 
p l a c e  next  t o  t h e  o f f i c e ?  

A. Yes, sir ,  t h e  same p lace .  

Q. And t h a t  evening d i d  you s e e  Sergeant  MINH? 

A. I s a w  him coiTte back t o  t h e  LZ t o g e t h e r  with Lieu- 
t e n a n t  JOHNSON. He s t ayed  a t  my hootch. He a l s o  s l e p t  i n  
t h e  same b u i l d i n g ,  however, we d idn '  t have any conversat ion.  

Q. But you remember t h a t  he d i d  come back a f t e r  you 
came back t h a t  n i g h t  and s t ayed  i n  the  same b u i l d i n g  with 
yoil? 

A. H e  came back t h e r e  a f t e r  me. Ee s l e p t  i n  the  same 
p l a c e  with me. 

Q =  You d i d n ' t  t a l k  about what had happened t h a t  day? 

A. H e  d i d n ' t  t a l k  because he was very t i r e d .  

Q =  And t hen  t h e  next  day, which would be t h e  17 th ,  you 
flew back i n  t h e  morning and met wi th  Captain MICHLES? 

A. Yes. / 

Q. And you s t ayed  with Captain MICHLES 511 of t h a t  
day. You f i r s t  thought t h a t  it was a t  t h e  end of t h a t  day t h a t  
you asked t o  go back on a supply plane.  Could it have been 
t h e  nex t  day? Could it have been t h a t  t h e  n i g h t  t h a t  you 
s t ayed  wi th  Captain MICHLES was t h e  n igh t  of t h e  17th  r a t h e r  
than t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  18th?  
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A.  I n  answer t o  your q u e s t i o n ,  s i r ,  I s p e n t  one n i g h t  
o u t .  I t  could  have been e i t h e r  t h e  second n i g h t  o r  t h e  t h i r d  
n i g h t .  I d i d ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  I r e t u r n e d ,  ask Captain  MICHLES t o  
l e t  m e  come back,  and I r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e  on a supply  s h i p .  
That  cou ld  have been e i t h e r  t h e  second o r  t h i r d  n i g h t .  I o r i -
g i n a l l y  d i d  r e c a l l  t h i s  be ing  t h e  second n i g h t ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  
c e r t a i n .  I t  e a s i l y  could have been t h e  t h i r d  n i g h t  a f t e r  I had 
s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  o u t .  I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  remember, b u t  it could 
have been e i t h e r  of  t h o s e  two ways. The c i rcumstances  would 
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  it w a s  probably t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t ;  b u t  on my own, 
I cannot  remember it c l e a r l y .  

Q When you came back t o  LZ D o t t i e  a f t e r  you had been 
w i t h  Capta in  MICHLES, d i d  you f i n d  C Company back a t  LZ D o t t i e  
t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h e r e  
were some s o l d i e r s  who had r e t u r n e d  t h e r e  t o  standdown, b u t  I 

. h a v e n ' t  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  i d e a  who they  were. 

Q Now, you s a i d  t h a t  sometime la te r  Se rgean t  M I N H  spoke 
t o  a group of i n t e r p r e t e r s  about  what had occur red  on - t h i s  op-
e r a t i o n .  Do you remember where t h a t  was? 

A. This  occur red .  I c o u l d n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  when b u t  
perhaps  2 OL 3 months Latex.  It was i .n  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  room 
o r  o f f i c e  where a l l  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  assembled a t  t h e  52d M I D  
a t  Duc Pho. The occas s ion  was a d i s c u s s i o n  among t h e  i n t e r p r e -
ters o f  ano the r  minor i n c i d e n t  o r  some a c t i o n  l i k e  t h i s ,  where 
some Americans had done something someone d i d n ' t  l i k e .  I n  t h a t  
d i s c u s s i o n  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  came up and Se rgean t  M I N H  d i s -
cussed  it a t  t h a t  t ime.  

Q Can you t e l l  us who w a s  p r e s e n t  du r ing  t h i s  d i s -
cus s ion?  

A. There was a Sergeant  TUONG p r e s e n t  a t  t h a t  t h e .  
There a l s o  were a number of i n t e r p r e t e r s  from o t h e r  p l a c e s  
i n  t h e  a r e a  a t  t h e  t ime.  Se rgean t  P H U  w a s n ' t  t h e r e ,  he sel-
dom came i n t o  t h e  52d MID. The c t h e r s  were t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  
i n  t h a t  a r e a  f o r  t h e  52d. But it was long  ago,  I d o n ' t  re -
member any of t h e i r  names. 

Q - Were t h e r e  any Americans t h e r e ?  
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A. H e  d i d n ' t  e l a b o r a t e  on t h e  t h i n g ,  b u t  he  d i d  mention 
My L a i .  There  were no Americans t h e r e .  

Q My q u e s t i o n  was, were t h e r e  any Americans p r e s e n t
when t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  took p l a c e ?  

A. There were no Americans t h e r e  when t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  
took p l a c e .  

Q - Was anyth ing  s a i d  about  r e p o r t i n g  t h e s e  m a t t e r s  t o  
American o f f i c e r s ?  

A. That  w a s n ' t  d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h i s  meeting.  I f  t h a t  
p o i n t  w e r e  d i s c u s s e d ,  it would have been a long  t ime ago. I t  
w a s n ' t  d i s c u s s e d  h e r e .  

Q Did he have any d i s c u s s i o n s  where t hey  e i t h e r  spoke 
about  r e p o r t i n g  t o  American o f f i c e r s  o r  complained about what 
t h e  America11 o f f i c e r s  were doing? 

A. I on ly  have r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  t h e  1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  B r i -
gade making some k ind  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s h o r t  t ime the re -
a f t e r ,  b u t  none o f  it b e i n g  d i s c u s s e d  t h e r e  o r  any of t h e  
i n t e r p r e t e r s  s ay ing  anyth ing  about  it. I do r e c a l l  some s o r t  
of an i n v e s t i q a t i c n  nade by t h e  b r i g a d e .  

Q- Who t o l d  you t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing
made by t h e  b r i g a d e ?  

A. I h e a r d  a Se rgean t  THE, who r e c e n t l y  l o s t  a l e g  i n  
b a t t l e ,  say  t h a t  t hey  were conduct ing an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  H e  i s  
s t i l l  w i t h  t h e  52d M I .  A s h o r t  t ime a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  Ser-
gean t  THE jo ined  C Company. H e  probably would have a l o t  of 
i n fo rma t ion  on t h i s ,  because he t a l k e d  t o  a l o t  of t h e  Americans 
i n  C Company about  t h i s .  A t  t h i s  tirite he i s  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  
r e c e n t l y  hav ing  l o s t  h i s  l e g  i n  b a t t l e .  H e  i s  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  
i n  Duc Fho. About 2 months ago, he l o s t  h i s  l e g  on an o p e r a t i o n .  

10: Did he t a k e  t h e  p l s c e  of  Se rgean t  PHU? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he  w a s  t h e  replacement  f o r  Se rgean t  PHU. 

MR MACCRATE: Did he s ay  what i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e  11 th  Brigade 
w a s  making t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h i s  d i d n ' t  come o u t  u n t i l  t h e  r e c e n t  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  were conducted and t h e  American p r e s s  began t o  
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p u b l i c i z e  t h i s .  Then, S e r g e a n t  THE d i d  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he knew 

a l o t  about  it from having  t a l k e d  t o  t h e  Americans who w e r e  

t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e .  


Se rgean t  THE had t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  an  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted by t h e  b r i g a d e  because o f  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  
t h a t  he had w i t h  t h e  Americans. The Americans, a t  t h e  t i m e  he  
camer t o l d  him t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  one be ing  conducted.  

Q- D o  you know L i e u t e n a n t  RODRIGUEZ? 

A. N o ,  sir .  I u s u a l l y  w e n t w i t h  t h e  company commander, 

sir. 


Q m  
 Do you remember h e a r i n g  any th ing  about  an i n v e s t i -  

g a t i o n  b e i n g  made by t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  o r  t h e ' s e c t o r ?  


A. No, s i r .  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  any th ing  about  t h a t .  

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  b r i e f l y .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1011 hours ,  2 January  19 70.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1127 hours ,  2 January  1970 .) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  Se rgean t  H I E N ,  
::c 	 a r e  j n s t  &cut thrcngh talking, We have q u i t e  a b i t  of 
in fo rma t ion  concern ing  My L a i  ( 4 )  o r  Tu Cung. But w e  have 
o n l y  l i m i t e d  in fo rma t ion  on what may have happened a t  Co 
Luy. Do you now reca l l  any a d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion  concerning 
Co Luy, concern ing  any women o r  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  may have been 
o rde red  o u t  of t h e i r  bunkers  and hootches  and s h o t ,  i n j u r e d ,  
o r  moles ted? 

A. T h a t ' s  S e r g e a n t  P H U ' s  company, and he shou ld  know 
more about  i t  t h a n  I .  However, I d i d  go on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  
t h e  C o  Luy area; b u t  I hea rd  no one of  a l l  t h e  people  I con-
t a c t e d ,  e i t h e r  Americans o r  t h e  people  i n  t h e  area, mention 
anyth ing  about  an i n c i d e n t  o f  t h a t  n a t u r e  i n  Co Luy. 

Q. Sergean t  PHU a c t u a l l y  was w i t h  C Company and 

if any th ing  had happened i t  would have been wi th  B/4 /3?  


A. A l s o ,  t h e  man t h a t  I i n t e r r o g a t e d  t o  f i n d  o u t  which 
houses were t h e  g u e r r i l l a ' s  houses  d i d  n o t  mention anyth ing  abed 
Co LUY. 
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MR MACCRATB: Sergean t  HIEN, you w i l l  f irid seven p i c t u r e s  
he re .  I would l i k e  you t o  l o o k  a t  each one and s e e  i f  you 
can r e c a l l  any of  t h o s e  p i c t u r e s .  W e  unders tand t h a t  t hey  
w e r e  a l l  t aken  on t h e  a f t e rnoon  of 1 6 t h  o f  March, the f i r s t  
day of t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

(The w i t n e s s  examined each of t h e  photographs . )  

A. A l l  of  t h e s e  c i v i l i a n s  h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  r ecogn ize  any 
o f  them, b u t  t h i s  i s  Se rgean t  M I N H  on t h e  l e f t  s i d e  of t h e  
photograph ( E x h i b i t  P-19) . 

(Discuss ion  o f f  r eeo ru . )  

10: Se rgean t  H I E N ,  w e  a r e  going t o  con t inue  o u r  i nves -  
t i g a t i o n  and assemble a s  complete a p i c t u r e  of what happened 
a t  My L a i  and Co Luy as we p o s s i b l y  can.  Also,  we a r e  
checking i n t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e s e  i n c i d e n t s .  W e  w i l l  
b e  h e r e  f o r  2 t o  3 days longer .  I know t h a t  w e  have probably 
g iven  you some a d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion  t h z t  you have n o t  remem-
be red  b e f o r e .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. I f ,  w i t h  t h a t  i n fo rma t ion ,  you can t h i n k  of any-
t h i n g  else t h a t  happened t h e r e  t h a t  would be  u s e f u l  t o  us i n  
o u r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  w e  would l i k e  very  much f o r  you t o  c o n t a c t  
us s o  t h a t  w e  may t a l k  t o  you aga in .  Also,  i f  you can r e c a l l  
any memoranda, i n t e r r o g a t i o n  r e p o r t s ,  p i c t u r e s ,  documents, 
maps, o r  any th ing  t h a t  might be h e l p f u l ,  we would l i k e  t o  
know about  t h a t  t o o .  Thank you very much, Se rgean t  H I E N .  

(Tlre h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1136 hours ,  2 January  
1970.  ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: KHIEN, Ton That COL, ARVN 

DATE O F  TESTIMONY: 30 December 1968 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Quang Ngai Province  Headquar te rs ,  
Quang Ngai, Republic o f  Vietnam. 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 8968: Province Chief, Quang 
Ngai Province .  

The w i t n e s s  has  been t h e  Province Chief of Quang
~~~izzoviiice sii-lce 4 ccteber 1 3 6 7 .  x i s  staff is- t2Le 
as it w a s  i n  March 1968. L ieu t enan t  TAN was s t i l l  t h e  
D i s t r i c t  Chief of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  

2.  HIS KNOWLEDGE O F  THE INCIDENT ON 1 6  IflARCH 1968 .  

a. H e  f i r s t  hea rd  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  My La i  ( 4 ) ,  
Tu Cung Hamlet ,  about  one week a f t e r  it happened (pg.  2 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  Colonel  HENDERSON c a l l i n g  on him on 
1 6  March 1968 and t e l l i n g  him about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n t o  
My Lai  ( 4 )  (pg.  2 ) .  H e  found t h i s  o u t  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  
and from people  who w e r e  coming i n t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  (pg. 2 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  i n t e r v i e w  t h e  people  a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  (pg. 3 ) .  

b. L i e u t e n a n t  TAN made a summary r e p o r t  d a i l y  on his 
d i s t r i c t .  He had in fo rma t ion  about  people  -.being k i l l e d  
t h e r e  (pg.  3 ) .  KHIEN d i d  n o t  save  t h e s e  r e p o r t s .  H e  d i d  
r e c e i v e  a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  about  one month l a t e r  which i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  125 VC were k i l l e d .  Colonel  K H I E N  f e l t  t h a t  TAN might 
have r e c e i v e d  t h i s  as feed-back from t h e  Americans (pg. 4 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  it was based on what t h e  people  had 
r e p o r t e d  t o  TAN (pg. 4 ) .  TAN'S o r g i n i a l  r e p o r t ,  g iven about  
one week a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  "hundreds o f  
people"  were k i l l e d  (pgs. 3,4)  . K H I E N  thought  t h a t  t h i s  
w a s  exagge ra t ed ,  and he i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  people  when 
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ques t ioned  would s a y  "Oh, thousands k i l l e d ,  hundreds 
k i l l e d "  (pg. 4 ) .  TAN d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  h i s  i n fo rma t ion  
from t h e  V i l l a g e  Chief and t h e  Hamlet Chief who were n o t  
a t  t h a t  t i m e  i n  t h e  a r e a  (pg. 4 )  . This  r e p o r t  of TAN'S 
was d a t e d  28 March, and i s  marked a s  ~ x h i b i tM-28 (pg.  5 ) .  
A l a t e r  r e p o r t ,  d a t e d  11 A p r i l  and r ece ived  on 1 4  A p r i l ,  
i s  marked 'as  E x h i b i t  M-34. Copies of  t h e  11 A p r i l  r e p o r t  
were s e n t  t o  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  and t o  MACV, Quang Ngai 
S e c t o r ,  which would mean t h a t  Colonel  G U I N N  r e c e i v e d  it 
(pg. 6) 

d .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  remember, no r  d i d  he  have 
a r e p o r t  from t h e  Census Grievance Team (pg.  7 )  . 

e.  Colonel  K H I E N  a t t empted  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
from 11 June 1968 t o  13 June 1968, b u t  he w a s  n o t  a b l e  t o  
g e t  i n s i d e  t h e  hamlet  (pg.  7 ) .  Outs ide  t h e  hamle t  he spoke 
wi th  20 people  who t o l d  him t h a t  du r ing  t h e  a t t a c k  they  had  
run away (pg.  7)  . They d i d  n o t  s e e  how many had been 
k i l l e d ,  b u t  t h e  n e x t  day t h e  communists t o l d  them t o  go 
t o  t h e  hamlet  and bury people  (pg . 8)  . They d i d  n o t  know 
how many they  had b u r i e d ,  b u t  some f e l t  t h a t  t hey  b u r i e d  
100 (pg. 8 ) .  They r e p o r t e d  s e e i n g  about  20 o r  30 i n  a t r e n c h  
(pg.  8 ) .  They d i d  n o t  know whether  t h e  bod ie s  were o f  
c i v i l i a n s  o r  o f  VC (pg.  8 ) .  Colonel  K H I E N  made a l a t e r  
r e p o r t  i n  November and December o f  1969 t o  General  LAM. 
K H I E N  t a l k e d  w i t h  M r .  MAY and Colonel  G U I N N  about  t h e  r e p o r t  
o f  11 A p r i l  (pg.  11). Colonel  G U I N N  d i d  n o t  know about  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  and s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  thought  t h e  people  w e r e  n o t  
k i l l e d  by r i f l e s  p g , ,  11. K H I E N  s a i d  he d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h e r e  
were many c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  and b e l i e v e d  some were VC (pg .12) .  
G U I N N  d i d  n o t  s a y  t h a t  he  was going t o  speak w i t h  Colonel  
HENDERSON about  it (pg.  1 2 ) .  

f .  Colonel  K H I E N  s t a t e d  t h e  people  from Tu Cung,which 
w a s  t h e  hamlet  t h a t  My La i  ( 4 )  w a s  i n ,  moved i n t o  Son Tinh. 
The re fo re ,  he  knew on ly  what happened i n  Tu Cung and knew 
noth ing  about  t h o s e  people  i n  Co Luy which was t o o  f a r  away 
(pg.  5 ) :  He a l s o  exp la ined  t h a t  people  from t h a t  a r e a  
c a l l e d  ~t Co Luy al though t h e  map s a y s  Co Lay (1) o r  Co Lay (2)  . 
The maps i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  was one o f  t h e  f i v e  sub-
hamle ts  t o  Tu Cung b u t  t h e  people  d i d  n o t  know it a s  My La i  (4) 
(pg.  5 )  

g.  He exp la ined  t h a t  a t  t h e  t ime t h e  prov ince  d i d  n o t  
have a Na t iona l  P o l i c e  f o r c e  and t h a t  any Na t iona l  P o l i c e  
who ques t ioned  p r i s o n e r s  w e r e  probably from t h e  Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t  (pg.  11). 
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3 .  HIS DESCRIPTION O F  THE 48TH LOCAL FORCE BATTALION. 

He f e l t  t h a t  t h e  48th Local Force B a t t a l i o n  was a 
s t r o n g  b a t t a l i o n  i n  Quang Ngai (pg. 1 2 )  . They knew t h e  
a rea  we l l  and could avoid boobytraps,  un l ike  t h e  ARVN's  
who would be h i t  with them (pgs. 1 2 ,  13) . The VC Bat. talion 
a l s o  made a t t a c k s  on Quang Ngai and on Son Tinh, b u t  were 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  ca tch  because they knew t h e  t ra i l s  (pg.  1 3 ) .  
They were i n  c o n t r o l  of t h e  a r e a  from December 1 9 6 4  u n t i l  
October 1968 (pg. 1 3 ) .  The Vie t  Cong were a l s o  s t rong  i n  
t h e  a rea ,  with a major resupply opera t ion  through t h e  
a r e a  i n t o  MR-5 (pg. 13) . 
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SUMMARY OF RECALL TESTIMONY 


WITNESS: K H I E N ,  Tan That  COL, ARVN 

DATE O F  TESTIMONY: 2 7  February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Headquar ters ,  Quang Tri Trov ince ,  
Republ ic  of Vietnam. 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Province  Chief, Quang 
Ngai Province.  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  cn 1 L o r  1 2  A p r i l ,  Lieutenant. 
TAN, t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  of Son Tinh,  gave him a l e t t e r  
which h e  i n  t u r n  gave t o  General  TOAN- (pg. 15j . TOAN 
L~ -- 3: --- an i n v c c t i g a t i c n  ~{:hich the ?? i tnessL l l e r l  uLLccted hi% t~ ~ a k z  
a t tempted  t o  do b u t  whi le  moving t r o p p s  i n t o  t h e  P inkv i lPe  
area an a i r c r a f t  a c c i d e n t  occu r red  and they  moved i n t o  t h e  
scene  of  t h e  c r a s h  f o r  t h e  r e scue  (pg. 1 5 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  
MACV knew h e  w a s  going on t h e  i nves t l c j a t i on  b u t  s e n t  no  one 
a long  t o  h e l p  him (pg. 1 6 ) .  Colonel  GREEN went w i t h  him 
(pg. 1 6 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  he never  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  
i n c i d e n t  w i t h  General  KOSTER, General  YOUNG, Colonel  
HENDERSON, o r  Colonel  HUTTER (pgs.  16 ,  18)  . H e  s t a t e d  he 
d i d  d i s c u s s  it w i t h  M r .  MAY and Colonel  GUINM (pgs . l 6 ,  18) . 
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  L ieu t enan t  Colonel  GAVIN knew about  the VC 
propaganda which h e  had r e c e i v e d  (pg. 18) . The w i t n e s s  
s t a t e d  h e  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h e  VC propaganda (pg.  1 7 ) .  

( K H I E N )  SUM APP T-84A 


CONFIDENTIAL 




CONFIDENTIAL 


Unsworn s ta tement  of COL Ton That KfIIEN was taken 
a t  Quang Ngai Province Headquarters i n  Quang Ngai C i ty ,  
Republic of Vietnam, on 30  December 1969. The ques t ions  
were posed t o  COL KHIEN by LTG PEERS and MR MACCRATE. Also 
p resen t  was LTC B i l l y  M. STANBERRY, who ac ted  as  i n t e r p r e t e r .  
Cer ta in  of the  ques t ions  were t r a n s l a t e d  by LTC STANBERRY 
i n t o  Vietnamese and c e r t a i n  of the  answers by COL K H I E N  were 
t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  English by LTC STANBERRY. 

10: I might t e l l  you f i r s t ,  Colonel K H I E N ,  a l i t t l e  
b i t  about t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  I have been d i r e c t e d  t o  . 

conduct. I was appointed as  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  by 
our Secre tary  of the  Army and by t h e  Chief of  S t a f f  of t h e  
Army, General WESTMORELAND. I a m  t o  look i n t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
which took p lace  i n  My Lai ( 4 )  on 1 6  March 1968, t o  d e t e r -  
mine i f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  by the  Americans were adequate 
and proper ,  whether the  reviews of the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
were proper ,  and whether o r  n o t  t h e r e  has been any a t tempt  
t o  cover it up or suppress j . ~ f ~ r r n a t i s nconcerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t  

I n  the  process  of doing t h i s ,  we have t a lked  t o  
s e v e r a l  people from t h e  u n i t  t h a t  was i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  on t h a t  
day, and we have t a l k e d  t o  many of the  commanders from t h e  
11 th  Brigade and from t h e  America1 Divis ion.  I n  t o t a l  we , 

have t a l k e d  t o  about 40 people. So far, w e  know substan- 
t i a l l y  what went on. 

The Americans who a r e  i n  the  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  a r e  
making s ta tements  under oa th  so  t h a t  we can have t h i s  as  a 
mat ter  of record.  The testimony is c l a s s i f i e d  and a l l  of 
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  c l a s s i f i e d ,  b u t  it has a t t r a c t e d  s o  
much a t t e n t i o n  on American t e l e v i s i o n ,  i n  t h e  newspapers, 
and on r a d i o ,  t h a t  when we f i n i s h  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and 
a f t e r  I submit t h e  r e p o r t  t o  General WESTMORELAND and t o  
Sec re ta ry  RESOR, some of our f i n d i n g s  may become known t o  the  
news media and t o  t h e  American people.  We, of course,  a r e  
n o t  expect ing  t o  put  you under oa th .  We w i l l  j u s t  ask you 
t o  t a l k  t o  us and t o  provide us information.  

One o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t  you should know is  t h a t  we 
have d i r e c t e d  Americans i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  no t  t o  t a l k  
t o  o t h e r  people about what they have t o l d  us .  We have made 
t h e  same reques t  t o  those who a r e  now c i v i l i a n s .  

Were you t h e  Prcvince Chief here  on March 1 6 ,  1968? 
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A, Right ,  sir.  

How long have you been Province Chief?Q. 

A. Since October 4 ,  1967. 

Q- From October 4 ,  1967, up t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  time? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q One t h i n g ,  Colonel K H I E N ,  t h a t  would be h e l p f u l ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  people l i k e  M r .  MACCRATE and f o r  the  mat ter  
of the  record,  would be t o  have an o rgan iza t ion  c h a r t  of 
your province headquarters  and s e c t o r  s t a f f  as  it e x i s t e d  i n  
March of 1968. 

A, A l l  t h e  personnel  on my s t a f f  a r e  t h e  same. 

Q- Coming back t o  March 1968, Colonel K H I E N ,  and 
we know t h a t  t h i s  is a long time ago. We a r e  asking you t o  
t r y  t o  remember t h i n g s  t h a t  happened almost 2 y e a r s  ago. When 
d i d  t h i s  opera t ion  f i r s t  come t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  When d i d  
you f i r s t  hea r  about t h e  opera t ion  i n t o  My Lai  ( 4 )  , Tu Cung 
Hamlet, and i n t o  the  Co Luy Hamlet? 

A. About 1week a f t e r  t h a t  happened I heard  about 
the  i n c i d e n t .  

9 - O n  t h e  day of t h e  16th  of March 1968, do you r e c a l l  
a Colonel HENDERSON who had j u s t  taken over t h e  11th  Brigade 
making an o f f i c i a l  c a l l  t o  come t o  see  you and a l s o  a t  t h a t  
time t e l l i n g  you about the  opera t ion  i n t o  My Lai ( 4 )  and into.  
t h e  a r e a  t o  the sou th  of My Lai  ( I ) ?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  know about such a person. I 
heard about the  i n c i d e n t  from the  d i s t r i c t  and t h e  rumor from 
t h e  people. They come i n t o  the  h o s p i t a l ,  bu t  I j u s t  know--
but  I hear  it from t h e  people from t h e  subsector--people 
have been k i l l e d .  

Q That was about a week af terwards.  That would 
have been around the  2 4 t h  o r  25th? 

A. Right,  s i r .  

Q Did you t a l k  t o  anybody i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  

A, A t  t h a t  time? 
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Q. Yes. 

A *  . No, s i r ,  I didn ' t  go t o  the  h o s p i t a l  because 
every day t h e r e  were wounded people i n  the  h o s p i t a l .  Each 
day t h e r e  a r e  many vToundedpeople i n  the  h o s p i t a l .  

Q - The D i s t r i c t  Chief a t  that time was L i e u t e n a n t  TAN: 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. Did he r e p o r t  t o  you o r a l l y ,  o r  d i d  he give you 
a r e p o r t  i n  w r i t i n g ,  o r  both? 

A.  Daily he makes a summary r e p o r t .  But t h a t  day, 
1 6 t h  of March, o r  s o m e  days a f t e r ,  he had, l i k e  I s a i d ,  
information about people being k i l l e d  t h e r e .  That ' s  a l l .  

Q . Do you have copies  of t h e s e  d a i l y  summary r e p o r t s
t h a t  he gave you a t  t h a t  time? 

A. No, sir, bu t  I have t h e  ;;ritten r e p o r t  about 
one month a f t e r .  

Q Did he say t h a t  these  were VC o r  they were--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  He s a i d  they k i l l e d  many VC and 
A h n ~ l f  1 nnthey d o n ' t  k n m  exact ly where. ,,,,, ,,,. 

Q .  This i s  100 i n  a d d i t i o n  to the  VC? 

A.  He d o e s n ' t  know how many VC k i l l e d  and people 
k i l l e d .  

Q - But t h i s  i s  women, c h i l d r e n ,  o l d  men? One hundred: 

A. Yes, sir.  

LTC STANBERRY: He d i d n ' t  d i s t i n g u i s h  i n  h i s  answer. H e  
j u s t  s a i d  t h e r e  were about 100 k i l l e d .  He says  hundreds of 
people were k i l l e d ,  t h a t  was the r e p o r t  t h a t  was made. 

I0: A hundred people or--

LTC STANBERRY: ( In te rpos ing)  Hundreds. Not one hundred, 
but  hundreds of people were k i l l e d .  

I 0  : A l l  r i g h t .  
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LTC STANBERRY: The D i s t r i c t  Chief repor ted  t o  him about 1 
month l a t e r  t h a t  t h e r e  were 125 VC k i l l e d ,  b u t  it came about 
a  month l a t e r  and he doesn 't know how he go t  it. ~ e ' s  
suspic ious  he may have received t h i s  VC head count from h i s  
counterpar t ,  I n  o t h e r  words, he go t  it i n d i r e c t l y  a s  feed-
back from Americans. That i s  what he thought about t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  r e p o r t  he received.  He d o e s n ' t  t h i n k  it was 
based on what t h e  people repor ted  t o  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Chief.  
About 1week l a t e r ,  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Chief r epor ted  t o  him t h a t  
hundreds of people had d ied  o r  were k i l l e d .  Approximately 
1month l a t e r ,  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Chief repor ted  t o  him t h a t  125 
VC were k i l l e d ,  

10: But a r e  these  VC p a r t  of t h e  hundreds? Were they  
t a l k i n g  about c i v i l i a n s  he re ,  o r  were they t a l k i n g  about VC? 

A .  I th ink  the  D i s t r i c t  Chief g o t  it from t h e  c i v i l i a n  
people moving ou t  from the  a rea .  They s a i d ,  "Many k i l l e d .  " 
I s a i d ,  "How many?" He s a i d ,  "Hundreds." And how many Americans 
k i l l e d ,  how many c a s u a l t i e s  on VC s ide?  He c a n ' t  i d e n t i f y  
how many because of the  lack of Vietnamese c o n t r o l .  When 
you have f i g h t i n g ,  they say ,  "Oh, thousands k i l l e d ,  hundreds 
k i l l e d ,  " 

Co

Q. D o  you know where Lieutenant  TAN rece ived  h i s  e 
information? Did he g e t  some information from t h e  Vi l l age  CV 
Chief and t h e  Hamlet Chief? 

A *  NG, sir.  The V i l l a g e  ChLef and Hmls t  Chisf a t  
t h a t  time were n o t  i n  t h a t  a rea .  The information was from 
the  D i s t r i c t  Chief o r  from the  people t h a t  moved ou t  of the  
hamlet--thousand v i l l a g e r s ,  l i k e  t h a t .  They heard about t h a t .  
They t a l k e d  t o  them and he t a l k e d  t o  me. 

Q o  Did you g e t  a r e p o r t  about t h a t  t ime from the  
census gr ievance team i n  w r i t i n g ,  a  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  which 
you o r  your i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e  gave t o  Colonel GUINN? 

A.  I d o n ' t  know whether it was a  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t ;  b u t  
I know a t  t h a t  t ime, many, many o rgan iza t ions  t a l k e d  t o  me 
about t h a t ,  

Q. Would it be p o s s i b l e ,  Colonel K H I E N ,  t o  have some-
body look back through t h e  i n t e i l i g e n c e  t h a t  came i n  from 
a l l  d i f f e r e n t  sources and a l s o  VC propaganda t o  see  what 
information came i n t o  your headquarters  a t  t h a t  time concerning 
anything t h a t  may have happened a t  My Lai ( 4 ) ,  Tu Cung? I 
be l i eve  people a l s o  c a l l  it Co Luy. 
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A. Co Luy, you s e e ,  we don' t know, because Co Luy 
a t  t h a t  time was c a l l e d  Tu Cung and t h e  people from Tu Cung 
moved i n t o  Son Tinh. We don' t know about Co Luy. 

Q. The propaganda, though, came from the  VC? 

A. Co Luy and Tu Cung, but  a t  t h a t  time we knew only 
about Tu Cung. The people came i n  because Tu Cung was c lose  
by; but  o t h e r s  being f a r  away, they d i d n ' t .  People who came 
from t h a t  a r e a  say Co Luy. On the  map, they say Co Luy, bu t  
people d o n ' t  know Co Luy (1)o r  ( 2 ) .  Like My Lai ( 4 ) ,  on 
t h e  m i l i t a r y  map, they d o n ' t  know about i t .  

Q But t he  VC d id  c a l l  My Lai ( 4 ) ,  Tu Cung? 

A .  They say Tu Cung but  Tu Cung has f i v e  subhamlets. 

Q. NOW, Colonel KHIEN,  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had 
rece ived  some information o r a l l y ,  b u t  you a l s o  i n d i c a t e d ' a b o u t  
a month l a t e r  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Chief gave you a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t .  

A ,  Right, a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t ,  

Q Do you have a copy of t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I have it, 28 March. 

8 :  Did you receive another  r e p o r t  l a t e r ,  on o r  about 
t h e  l l t h  o f  Apr i l?  

A. Yes, sir ,  through two channels ,  province channel 
and s e c t o r  channel. 

MR MACCRATE: Sec tor  channel on the  28th of March, province 
channel -on t h e  l l t h  of Apr i l?  

A. I t  was based on the  Vi l lage  Chief I s  r e p o r t ,  and 
t h e  r e p o r t  was s e n t  t o  t h e  2 d  ARVN Divis ion and t o  MACV. 

(I0 i n t e rposed ,  po in t ing  t o  Colonel KHIEN 's f i l e .  ) 

Q. What day was t h a t ?  

A. 14th  of Apr i l .  

Q. This s ta tement  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  f i l e ) .  The l e t t e r  
from t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  Chief t o  Colonel KHIEN,  about Son 
My, i s  what I would l i k e  t o  have. Somebody wrote t h i s  i n  
English.  (A copy and English t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h i s  l e t t e r  was 
l a t e r  r ece ived  i n  evidence as  Exh ib i t  M - 3 4 .  ) 
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The two r e p o r t s  a r e  the  same. 

Two r e p o r t s ?  

The same. 

Q. But t h i s ,  though, the  one on t h e  14 th ,  is based 
upon the information which he go t  from the  Vi l l age  Chief? 

A, Yes, s i r ,  and he made a copy. 

Q. You have a copy of t h a t  which you a r e  going t o  
give t o  me? 

A. From t h e  Vi l lage  Chief? 

Q. No, from t h e  D i s t r i c t  Chief. We want t o  ge t  a 
copy of t h e  28 March r e p o r t .  I th ink  we have go t  the  11 
Apr i l  r e p o r t .  We d o n ' t  have t h e  s ta tement  of t h e  14th.  
General TOAN gave us a copy of the  11 Apr i l  r e p o r t ,  s o  we  
have t h a t .  

A. Y e s .  

(Copies of the  2 8  March and 11 A p r i l  r e p o r t s  were 
l a t e r  obta ined  from Quang Ngai Province f i l e s ,  t r a n s l a t e d ,  
and rece ived  i n  evidence as  Exhib i t s  M-28 and M-34, respect-
ive ly .  ) 

Q. If you remember, t h i s  s ta tement  ( l a t e r  received 
i n  evidence as Exhibi t  M-30.) says t h a t  it i s  based upon the 
r e p o r t  da ted  t h e  l l t h  of Apr i l ,  you. see--

A .  ( In terpos ing)  But I rece ived  a copy. 

Q The d a t e  here  is  t h e  14 th ,  bu t  it r e f e r s  t o  the  
l e t t e r  of t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  Chief,  da ted  l l t h  of Apr i l .  

This shows d i s t r i b u t i o n  t o  MACV Quang Ngai Sector. 
Who i s  t h a t ?  

A .  Colonel G U I N N .  

Q. I t  would go t o  Colonel G U I N N  and no t  t o  t h e  senior 
advisor  t o  t h e  2d Divis ion? 

A. No, Colonel GUINN, Quang Ngai Sec tor .  That is 
MACV Sector .  

Q Well, t h i s  c l a r i f i e s  q u i t e  a b i t .  
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Do you remember ever  r ece iv ing  any kind of a r e p o r t ,  
Colonel K H I E N ,  from the  census grievance? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember about t h a t .  I d o n ' t  have a r e p o r t .  

Q You were ordered by General TOAN t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  
the  s i t u a t i o n .  Once he had t h i s  information,  he had d i r e c t e d  
you t o  conduct an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  A s  I remember, you t r i e d  t o  
g e t  i n  wi th  some RF and PF i n  June? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. But you could n o t  g e t  i n ;  but  you d i d  go i n ,  
maybe, i n  August? 

A. 11 June 1968 t o  1 3  June 1968. 

Q. You went i n  a t  t h a t  time? 

A .  A t  t h a t  t ime, we had an acc iden t .  An 0-1 and a 
UH-1B c o l l i d e d  and crashed and we d i v e r t e d .  

Q Were you a b l e  t o  g e t  i n t o  Tu Cung t h a t  day o r  a t  
t h a t  time? 

A. Not i n  Tu Cung, but  o u t s i d e  t h e  hamlet I met 
about 20 people. 

LTC .STANBERRY: A t  t h a t  time? 

A .  Yes, sir. 


MR MACCRATE: What would be the  da te?  


A. 1 1 t h  through t h e  13th  of June. 

I asked them about t h e  per iod  March 1968, how about 
the people i n  t h a t  a r e a  o r  something l i k e  t h a t  and they s a i d  
about 7:30 i n  t h e  morning, when t h e  Communists--they s h o t  
and they r a n  away. People moved i n t o  the  t renches  and moved 
ou t  of t h e  hamlet. I asked how many were k i l l e d ,  and they 
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s a i d  they could no t  s e e ,  b u t  t h e  day a f t e r  they t r i e d  t o  move 
back from another  hamlet, They went over t h e r e ,  and they I 

buried bodies.  The Communist t o l d  them t o  go t o  the  hamlet 
and t o  bury t h e  bodies.  They d i d n ' t  know how many they 
bur ied ,  b u t  some s a i d  they bur ied  1 0 0 .  I s a i d  how many people 
were sho t .  They s a i d  they have seen about 20 o r  30 i n  a trench, 

Q You say a t r ench  o r  d i t c h ?  

A. They s a w  the  people o r  t h e  VC, they d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Is t h i s  r e p o r t  the  r e p o r t  t h a t  you made t o  General 
TOAN? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q This ,  a l s o ,  is  the  r e p o r t  which he showed us and 
t o l d  us about your going i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Did you, Colonel K H I E N ,  have t o  make a r e p o r t  t o  
General LAM on t h e  s i t u a t i o n ?  

A. This a l s o  went to--I  gave mine t o  General LAM. 

Q. Tiiese are dated. ghat date is  this, in iu'ove~nber, 
December 1969? 

LTC STANBERRY: Yes, s i r ,  both of these .  

Q. What I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  was t h i s  information t h a t  
is  i n  here .  Did you provide a r e p o r t  of t h i s  information t o  
Colonel GUINN, t o  the  America1 Division? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. None of the  Americans knew about it then? colonel 
HENDERSON did n o t  know? 

A. I t r i e d  t c  f i n d  out  how many were k i l l e d .  I don't  
have any confirmation. 

Q - But then  you d i d  n o t  be l ieve?  
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A. I ' j u s t  knew when the  C I D  and t h e  newspapers came 
t o  ask me, and I looked a t  the  newspapers, everyth ing  l i k e  
t h a t .  

Q- Did you s e e  any of t h e  VC propaganda, Colonel KHIEN? 

A .  I s a w  a l e a f l e t .  

Q- You saw a l e a f l e t ?  

A.  Yes. 

9. Do you have any copies? 

A. Y e s .  

Q You have one? 

A. The l e a f l e t .  But I know of some--I have made 
some i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and he t o l d  me, a Hoi Chanh, he t o l d  
me VC came over  t h e r e ,  meet i n  two p laces .  One p lace  was 
Tu Cung Hamlet. The 48th B a t t a l i o n , . . .  

(General PEE,RS and Colonel K H I E N  review map. ) 

Q. Two propaganda l e c t u r e s  t h a t  the  Hoi Chanh at tended? 

A, They t a l k e d  about inc i tFng  t h e  people. But the  
48th B a t t a l i o n  only propagandized t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n  s o l d i e r s .  

Q - D i d  you hear  any r e p o r t s ,  Colonel IMIEN,  t h a t  t h e  
VC were wearing armbands t o  mourn the  v i l l a g e r s  i n  Tu Cung, 
t h a t  they had p o s t e r s  and a l s o  had some--what I ' d  c a l l  s logans? 

A. One slogan a t  Binh Duc; they made an armband. 

Q. This information came from t h e  Hoi Chanh? 

A. Yes. 

LTC STANBERRY: Let me check one p o i n t .  Was t h i s  Hoi Chanh 
a melnber of t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n  o r  was he a c i v i l i a n ?  

A. He was a c i v i l i a n ,  

MR MACCRATE: ~ o l o n e l ,with r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  28  March r e p o r t  
t o  you, on t h e  English t r a n s l a t i o n  it reads  "copies  t o  S2 
and S3, Quang Ngai Sec tor  Headquarters." Now does t h i s  
mean t h a t  copies  of t h a t  would no t  have gone t o  any United 
S t a t e s  personnel?  
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A. Yes. 

Q - Back i n  1968, would a copy of t h i s  paper *dated 
28 March 1968, would it a t  t h a t  time have gone t o  any U.S. 
personnel? 

A. No. 

Q The l a t e r  l e t t e r  of 11 Apr i l  d id  go t o  Colonel 
GUINN, b u t  t h i s  e a r l i e r  would no t  have gone t o  Colonel GUINN? 

A.  I d o n ' t  know. 

I0: Unless somebody he re  had shown it t o  him because 
t h i s  was w r i t t e n  by Lieutenant  TAN, who s e n t  it t o  Colonel 
KHIEN.  So t h e r e  were a c t u a l l y  t h r e e  copies :  one t o  Colonel 
K H I E N ,  one t o  Sector  2 ,  and one t o  Sector  3. Maybe ong 
of those people r e f e r r e d  a copy of t h i s  t o  Colonel G U I N N  o r  
t o  one of t h e  o t h e r  advisors .  

A. Af te r  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Ch ie f ' s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and the  
Vil lage.  Chief 's i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  he s e n t  a r e p o r t  t o  me, t o  
~ i v i s i o n ,and t o  MAcv. ' 

MR MACCRATE: Now i f  t h e r e  were going t o  be a refugee problem 
because of an opera t ion  t h a t  the  America1 Divis ion was 
conducting and they  expected refugees t o  be moving ou t  of a 
v i l l a g e ,  ' and they wanted National Pol ice  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e ,  
s.rol-zld +hey make t h e  r e q i ~ e s tt o  you f o r  Nat ional  Po l i ce  
a s s i s t a n c e ?  

A. Not n e c e s s a r i l y .  A t  t h a t  t ime,  most of the  
coordina t ion  between t h e  U.  S . d i v i s i o n  and t h e  Vietnamese 
u n i t s  was done between the  U . S .  d i v i s i o n  and t h e  ARVN d iv is ion ,  
no t  t h e  s e c t o r .  And during t h a t  t ime, about 1 t o  2 months 
from 1 February,  t h e  VC continued t o  a t t a c k  i n  t h a t  a rea .  
That a r e a  is  a VC base.  Our forces  opera te  only where we 
have t h e  hamlets. We d i d n ' t  have anything i n  t h a t  a rea .  

I0: What M r .  MACCRATE i s  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  i s  the  
following. We know t h a t  l a t e r  on i n  t h e  day, f i v e  ARVN 
s o l d i e r s  and t h r e e ,  e i t h e r  National P o l i c e  o r  Nat ional  

. Pol ice  F i e l d  Force, were flown i n  t o  t h e  two companies 
near  My Lai (1). They went In  about 3 o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  
af te rnoon,  and then  they s tayed f o r  a couple of days with 
the  company from the  20th and the  company from t h e  3d 
In fan t ry .  So the  ques t ion  i s ,  where would those  p o l i c e  
have been from? Would they have been from Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t  o r  would they have come from Quang Ngai Province? 
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A. I th ink  a t  t h a t  time w e  d i d n ' t  have NPF. 

Q. Probably National Po l i ce?  

A.  
didn ".t 

National  Po l i ce  
have. 

never go. NPF a t  t h a t  t ime, we 

MR MACCRATE: We understand t h a t  t h e r e  were t h e s e  p o l i c e  who 
joined t h e  opera t ion  l a t e  i n  t h e  day. They were taken i n  
from LZ Dot t i e  and flown by h e l i c o p t e r  t o  a p lace  near My 
L a i  (1). 
10: ( I l l u s t r a t i n g  on map) Like s o ,  he re  i s  Tu Cung, 

My Lai ,  My Lai  (1);somewhere i n  here a f t e r  they went through 

he re  and they moved up here .  Somewhere i n  here  t h e s e  companies, 

and i n  here  some National  Po l i ce  and one ARVN o f f i c e r ,  maybe 

RF* 


A. I n  t h a t  time we d i d n ' t  have. 

Q- Well, we have many people t h a t  saw them. They
flew i n  from LZ D o t t i e ,  maybe picked up from Son Tinh and 
flown i n  t o  he re  by h e l i c o p t e r ,  f i v e  ARVN and t h r e e  Nat ional  
Po l i ce .  We have been t o l d  t h i s  by a t  l e a s t  1 0  people. We 
can f i n d  out .  

MR MACCRATE: They had some de ta inees  they quest ioned,  and 
t h e r e  were apparent ly  some Vietnamese Po l i ce  flown i n .  What 
we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  determine i s  who they were and who would 
have made t h e  r eques t  i n  o rde r  t o  have them come on t h i s  
opera t ion?  

A. I d o n ' t  know t h a t  but  I th ink  it was probably 
d i s t r i c t . 
Q- Now d i d  you ever  d i scuss  with Colonel G U I N N  the  
r e p o r t  of 11 A p r i l ,  t he  second l e t t e r ?  He rece ived  a copy 
of t h a t .  You've t o l d  us ,  and d i d  you ever  t a l k  wi th  him 
about t h i s ?  

A.  I t a l k e d  with M r .  MAY. I have d iscussed  it with 
my adv i so r s ,  Lieutenant  Colonel G U I N N  and M r .  MAY, a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
I sa id :  "You know about t h a t ? "  He s a i d  he d i d n ' t  know about 
t h a t ,  A t  t h a t  time he d i d n ' t  know, he d i d n ' t  t h ink  they were 
k i l l e d  by r i f l e .  

Q Is t h a t  what Colonel G U I N N  t o l d  you? 
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A .  H e  s a i d  something about  t h e  problem, he had 
casua l t i e s - -he  d idn 't t h i n k  t h e r e  were many k i l l e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
c i v i l i a n s .  They k i l l e d  maybe some VC. A l l  t h e  people  came 
t o  look b u t  they never  saw how many VC were k i l l e d .  But 
they say  they  t a l k e d  t o  somebody over  t h e r e  and everybody 
came t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  dead,  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s .  

Q- Did Colonel  G U I N N  t e l l  you he was going t o  speak 
wi th  Colonel  HENDERSON about  i t ?  Do you remember h i s  s ,aying 
any th ing  about  Colonel  HENDERSON i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t .  

A. No, s i r .  Maybe he t a l k e d  t o  him b u t  he d i d n ' t  
g i v e  any in fo rma t ion  a f t e r  t h a t .  

10: A r e  you s u r e  i n  ycu r  own mind t h a t  you t a l p e d  t o  
Colonel  G U I N N  o r  M r .  MAY?.  

They had conve r sa t ions  b u t  they  d i d n ' t - -  

MR MACCRATE: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  And t h e i r  o f f i c e s  a r e  r i g h t  
nex t  t o  each  o t h e r  he re?  

A ,  They came t o  s e e  me  and I went t o  s e e  them--we 
had conve r sa t ions .  But because i n  t h a t  t ime w e  d i d n ' t - - l i k e  
everywhere, you had VC c a s u a l t i e s  i n  My Lai  ( 5 )  Hamlet h e r e .  

Q. Wel.1, w e  are ve ry  a p p r e c i a t i v e  of  g e t t i n g  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  p i c t u r e  of  what t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w a s  h e r e  a t  t h a t  
t ime.  I f  something l i k e  t h i s  would happen now, it would be  
d i f f e r e n t .  

A.  I f  something happens now, i f  1 0  people  a r e  k i l l e d ,  
it i s  a problem. But a t  t h a t  t ime I had many problems t o  
t a k e  c a r e  o f .  

Q. I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  very  impor tan t .  I ' m  very happy 
that you t o l d  us t h i s .  

I0: J u s t  a couple  of  r a t h e r  g e n e r a l  q u e s t i o n s ,  Colonel  
KHIEN. Can you g i v e  us your  impress ion of  t h e  48 th  Local  
Force B a t t a l i o n  and t h e  l o c a l  f o r c e  companies t h a t  were t h e r e  
i n  March of 1968 and how people  f e l t  about them? Were they  
r e a l l y  good u n i t s  and how d i d  they  o p e r a t e ?  

A .  They knew good t a c t i c s .  They were a s t r o n g  
b a t t a l i o n  i n  Quang Ngai. They knew t h e  a r e a  w e l l  and could  
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go over  booby t r a p s ,  but  when we went over t h e r e  we go t  h i t  
many times.  And the  48th B a t t a l i o n ,  they made many a t t a c k s  
on Quang Ngai and made many on Son Tinh through here  ( indic-
a t i n g  on map), and when we a t t acked ,  they d i rpe r sed  when w e  
f i r e d  because they knew the  t r a i l s .  

Q How long, Colonel K H I E N ,  had t h e  a r e a  along the  
coas t  of Son Tinh and Son My been under VC c o n t r o l ,  Communist 
con t ro l?  

A. December 1 9 6 4  t o  October 1968. 

Q- From 1964? 

A .  From December 1964 t o  October 1968. 

Q. Was t h i s  n o t  a l s o  t h e  a r e a  where t h e  Vie t  Minh 
had been very s t rong?  

A. Oh, s t rong.  You see, a t  t h a t  time they had 2 major 
resupply opera t ion  through t h a t  a r e a  i n t o  MR-5. 

Q. Do you know t h e  commander of the  48th Ba t t a l ion?  

A. The G2 has  t h a t  information.  

Q. I n  9968, i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of 1968, how was the  
cooperat ion and coordina t ion  with t h e  American fo rces  as  
compared t o  what the  cooperat ion and coordina t ion  is  now? 

A. I n  t h a t  t ime, we had s e p a r a t e  A O ' s .  W e  opera ted  
independently i n  our own A O ' s .  Now we have combined a reas  
of opera t ion  and coordina te  a l l  opera t ions  i n  t h e  area .  

Q - Well, you would say ,  then ,  t h a t  t h e  coordina t ion  
and t h e  cooperat ion today is  much b e t t e r  than  it was i n  
e a r l y  1968? 

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q I might ask i f  you have any a d d i t i o n a l  information 
t h a t  you might want t o  give us.  W e  w i l l  a rrange f o r  these  
documents t o  be reproduced. 

A. I have a memorandum of 1 4  December 1969. I t r i e d  
t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  i n  d e t a i l .  

(The witness  handed t h e  document t o  I 0  and M r .  
MACCRATE who examined and re tu rned  it.) 
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MR MACCRATE: So t h a t  a l l  you have been a b l e  t o  confirm 
i s  40 people k i l l e d ?  

A, Of n ine  f ami l i e s .  

Q- But then  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  f a m i l i e s  t h a t  you 
haven ' t  been a b l e  t o  speak with? 

A. Yes, s ir .  I t a l k e d  with about 25 f a m i l i e s  
but  it i s  a mat t e r  of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  

a- These a r e  a l l  i n  one subhamlet of Tu Cung? 

A, Yes. 

I0: Well, I would l i k e  t o  thank you, Colonel KHIEN. 
This has  been most h e l p f u l  f o r  us. I f  anything e l s e  does 
come t o  l i g h t  t h a t  r e f r e s h e s  your memory about anything t h a t  
happened, w e  would be very happy t o  hear  about t h a t ,  o r  i f  
you know of any document o r  o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  come t o  l i g h t ,  
w e  would be very happy t o  hear  about those  too.  

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1835 hours ,  30 December 
1969. ) 
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Unsworn s ta tement  of COL t a n  That K H I E N  was taken a t  
~ e a d q u a r t e r sQuang T r i  Provin.ce, Republic of Vietnam, on 27 .Feb-
ruary  1970. The ques t ions  were posed t o  COL K H I E N  by COL WHALEN. 
Also p r e s e n t  was CW2 Coy L. WELLS, C I D  i n v e s t i g a t o r .  The wi tness  
t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows : 

(During a previous in te rv iew COL KHIEN had mentioned 
an a r e a  c a l l e d  Binh Duc where c i t i z e n s  were a l l e g e d  t o  have been 
wearing black arm bands p r o t e s t i n g  t h e  Son My i n c i d e n t .  COL KHIEN 
now loca ted  this a r e a  on t h e  map of Quang Ngai showing it t o  l i e  
w i t h i n  t h e  coordina tes  7786, 7986, 7783, and 7983.) 

Q Colonel K H I E N ,  on o r  about 11 o r  1 2  A p r i l  1968, Lieu-
t e n a t  TAN t h e  D i s t r i c t  Chief of Son Tinh gave you h i s  l e t t e r  and 
you gave it t o  General  TOAN. Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A .  Yes. 

Q And General TO,?&then d i r e c t e d  you t o  make an i n v e s t l -
g a t i o n ,  is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Right. 

Q Did you e v e r  have a r e p o r t .  on t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  a
writteiii-epoi-.i; ? 

A .  No, I d i d n ' t  rep ly .  I planned an opera t ion  t o  f u r n i s h  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  b u t  I can n o t  do t h i s .  

Q. You c o u l d n ' t  g e t  t o  t h e  a rea?  

A. Yes, yes .  I had some t roops  move o u t  during t h a t  
time. The second day of a c t i o n  w e  had acc iden t  of two a i r c r a f t  
crashed and we move t o  scene of c rash  f o r  rescue .  

Q On t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  d i d  you e v e r  ask f o r  any h e l p
from t h e  Americans t o  g e t  informat ion  f o r  you t o  h e l p  make t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  any a s s i s t a n c e ,  informat ion ,  o r  coordina t ion  you 
needed from t h e  Americans t o  h e l p ?  

A. A t  t h a t  time I have m y  advisors .  I used t h e m  a t  t h i s  
time. 

Q. Did they  know t h a t  you were going on t h i s  opera t ion  t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  th ings  t h a t  Lieutenant  TAN had mentioned i n  h i s  l e t t e :  
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and t h e  VC propaganda? They knew t h i s ?  

A. They knew t h a t ,  b u t  MACV a t  t h a t  t ime d i d n ' t  have a 
man t o  send ou t .  B a t t a l i o n  knew of p lan  and he t e l l  d i r e c t .  

Q: Who was wi th  you on t h i s  opera t ion ,  do you remember? 

A. Maybe Colonel GREEN. 

Q Colonel GREEN. La te r  on, did you e v e r  s e e  t h e  d i v i s l o n  
commander, General KOSTER o r  h i s  a s s i s t a n t ,  General YOUNG? Did you 
ever  d i scuss  t h e  m a t t e r  of Son My o r  My Lai wi th  them? 

A.  No, sir. I d i scuss  w i t h  m y  coun te rpa r t ,  MAY and G U I N N .  

Q Who i s  t h i s ,  Mr. MAY and Colonel who? 

At G U I N N .  ' 

Q Colonel G U I N N .  How about t h e  b r igade ,  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade 
commander, Colonel HENDERSON, o r  h i s  s t a f f ?  Did you ever  d i scuss  
t h i s  wi th  them? 03 

Ln 
N 

A. N o .  
\ N 

Q How about t h e  American s e n i o r  advisor  a t  d i v i s i o n ?  1 7 
think it w a s  Coionei E'u'TTEE. i3id you d i scuss  this w i t 1 1  h i m ?  

A.  General TOAN, CG, 2d ARVN. 

& Y e s ,  r i g h t .  Did you d i scuss  i t  wi th  Colonel HUTTER. ,; 
though? 

A. No. 

Q A r e  t h e r e  any o t h e r  papers ,  documents, memos, o r  
anything more t h a t  you d i d  n o t  g ive  us  t h a t  might s t i l l  be available? 

A. No. 

Q Did you g ive  any copies  o r  t r a n s l a t i o n s  of the VC 
propaganda or t h e  l e t t e r  of Lieutenant  TAN t o  any o f  t h e  ~ m e r i c a n s ?  

A.  I s e n t  t o  d i v i s i o n  because m y  command a t t ached  t o  
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d i v i s i o n .  Then t h e  d i v i s i o n  I d o n ' t  know who o r  what they do 
a f t e r  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

Q D i d  you give anything t o  your coun te rpa r t s ,  any
copies  of the  VC propaganda or--

A.  ( In terpos ing)  Oh, which reminds me, G 2  opened t h i s ,  
something about G 2 ,  t o  send t h i s  back t o  G 2 ,  of d i v i s i o n .  

Q Yes, t h a t  was Major PHO. What was your eva lua t ion  of  
t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  t h e  time when you heard  i t  from t h e  D i s t r i c t  Chief ,  
Col KHIEN?  \ h a t  d id  you cons ider?  

A. A t  t h a t  time too  much a c t i v i t y .  Many VC around t h e  c i t y .  
They conduct o f  f i n s i v e s  monthly and weekly, sometime each n i g h t .  

Q This VC propaganda where they  s a i d  Americans had k i l l e d  
s e v e r a l  hundred, what d i d  you cons ider  t h i s  a s  far as propaganda? 

A. Many times they  have l e a f l e t s  t h a t  they g i v e  each 
time they  have f i g h t .  A bunch of VC l e a f l e t s  t e l l  about how many 
times they k i l l ,  how many U . S  . they k i l l ,  how many a i r p l a n e s  , 

they shoot  down. Af te r  a t t a c k  they  have t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Their  propaganda you j u s t  considered l i e s ?  

A. On opera t ions  of VC and l i k e  t h e  time over t h e  r a d i o ,  
j u s t  t h e  same; operated by VC propaganda. 

MR WELLS: So you j u s t  d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  i t ?  

A. We d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  VC propaganda. 

Q Let me s e e  i f  I have i t  r i g h t ,  Colonel KHIEN.  The 
D i s t r i c t  Chief made t h e  r e p o r t  t o  you, you had i t  forwarded t o  
t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion and t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander t o l d  you t o  make 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Later  on, you t r i e d  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  a rea  wi th  
an opera t ion ;  on f i e  second day two a i r p l a n e s  c o l l i d e d  and you 
turned t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  opera t ion  t o  recover  t h e  a i r p l a n e  
p i l o t s ?  

A. The VC a t tacked.  I and my deputy had t o  run away. 
They a t t acked  my C P .  

Q. That c lose?  

.1 . 
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A .  Y e s ,  c lose .  I th ink  about 2 weeks ago one cap ta in  
commander was k i l l e d  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  Son My. 

Q. T h a t ' s  s t i l l  very  much a contes ted  area .  

COL WHALEN: You d i d  n o t  d i scuss  t h i s  wi th  General KOSTER, 
General YOUNG, ox Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. N O ,  sir.  

Q And Colonel G U I N N  and M r .  MAY, knew why you were 
going i n t o  t h e  a r e a ,  is t h a t  r i g h t ?  Knew t h e  purpose of your 
opera t ion?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q But you d i d  no t  g i v e  them copies  of Lieutenant  TAN'S 
l e t t e r  o r  t h e  VC propaganda, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. VC propaganda., GAVIN,  he know; he is now a Lieutenant  
Colonel. 0 

tD 
Q GAVIN knew about t h e  propaganda? N 

GAVIN knew about t h e  propaganda. 

Q Did y ~ nd i scuss  khls v i t h  anybody- e l s e  ~2 hzyen't 
mentioned? 

A .  I d o n ' t  t h ink  s o ,  a t  t h a t  t ime,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so. 

Q I d o n ' t  t h ink  w e  have any more q u e s t i o n s ,  Colonel 
K H I E N .  I apprec ia te  very much you g iv ing  us your t i m e .  I know 
how busy a Province Chief can be.  There a r e  many problems and 
many th ings  t o  s e t t l e .  I ' m  happy t o  h e a r  t h a t  the province 
is  doing very w e l l .  Thank you, sir.  

(The hear ing  recessed a t  0900  hours ,  27 February 1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: LAM, Hoang Xuan LTG, ARVN 

DATE QF TESTIMONY: 31 December 1969 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: I Corps Headquar te rs ,  Danang, Republ ic  
o f  Vietnam. 

WITNESS SUSFECTED O F :  N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Cormnanding O f f i c e r ,  I Corps. 

1. HIS J O B  DESCRIPTION. 

The w i t n e s s  had been t h e  Commanding O f f i c e r  o f  I Corps 
s i n c e  May 1956 and i n  1 9 6 4  commanded t h e  2d Div i s ion  i n  
I Corps (pg.  2)  . 
2 .  HIS KNOWLEDGE OF THE INCIDENT, 

a. General  T O A N ' s  r e p o r t .  

The w i t n e s s  heard  from General  TOAN i n  March 1968 
t h a t  propaganda l e a f l e t s  had been r e c e i v e d  from t h e  VC. 
TOAN a t tempted  t o  determine t h e  accuracy o f  t h e  propaganda 
b u t  had been unable  t o  do s o  (pg.  2 ) .  The D i s t r i c t  Ch ie f ,  
L i eu t enan t  TAN, had a l s o  been unable  t o  e n t e r  t h e  a r e a  t o  
v e r i f y  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  (pgs .  2 ,  7 ) .  TOAN d i d  n o t  t e l l  him 
t h a t  TAN had r e c e i v e d  a r e p o r t  from t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f ,  b u t  
d i d  s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  dead w e r e  ob t a ined  from 
t h e  l e a f l e t s  (pg.  3 ) .  

b .  Colonel  K H I E N g s  i n v e s t i a a t i o n .  

K H I E N ,  as Province Ch ie f ,  had a t tempted  t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  i n  June 1968, b u t  cou ld  n o t  go i n t o  t h e  hamlet  
e i t h e r ,  so he d i d  n o t  send t h e  w i t n e s s  a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  
(pg.  2 ) .  KHIEN t r i e d  t o  e n t e r  t h e  a r e a  t h r e e  t i m e s  w i t h  
t r o o p s  b u t  w a s  unable  t o  do s o  (pg. 1 0 ) .  
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c. Subsequent r e p o r t s .  

I n  June 1969, a combined i n v e s t i g a t i o n  team from 
Saigon came, b u t  was unable  t o  e n t e r  t h e  hamlet  (pg.  3) . 
The l a s t  r e p o r t ,  made i n  November 1969, was s e n t  t o  t h e  
w i tnes s  from t h e  Province Chief and then  forwarded t o  t h e  
M i n i s t e r  o f  Defense (pgs .  3 ,  1 0 ) .  

d .  America1 ~ i v i s i o n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  about  t h i s  
i n c i d e n t  w i t h  Generals  KOSTER, YOUNG, o r  CUSHMAN (pg.  3 ) .  

3 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  many VC propaganda l e a f l e t s  
r e s u l t e d  from each b a t t l e  where t h e  VC were d e f e a t e d .  They 
would r e p o r t  dead VC a s  c i v i l i a n s  (pg.  4 )  . They used va r ious  
k inds  of propaganda and t h e  w i tnes s  produced a VC l e a f l e t  
from t h a t  p e r i o d  (pgs. 6 ,  7 )  . It  was subsequent ly  marked 
as E x h i b i t  M-35 (pg.  7 )  . 

b .  The w i t n e s s  d e s c r i b e d  some of t h e  b a t t l e s  o f  
I Corps du r ing  t h a t  p e r i o d ,  and s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  Hue du r ing  
February 1968,  t hey  k i l l e d  ove r  5,000 enemy s o l d i e r s  
(pg.  7 ) .  There were b a t t l e s  a l s o  i n  Khe Sanh, and,  i n  March 

A land A p r i l ,  i n  Xharii Cuc ($9. -=,. Thcre xc rc  a t  l e a s t  ~ W G  

NVA regiments  i n  each province  (pg.  4 ) .  The enemy body count  
i n  I Corps f o r  1968 w a s  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  (pg.  4 ) .  

c. The Son My a r e a ,  he desc r ibed  a s  be ing  V i e t  Cong 
s i n c e  1954. The whole a r e a  had s t r o n g  a f f i l i a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  
V i e t  Cong, wikh an e s t i m a t e d  4 0 , 3 0 0  f a m i l i e s  i n  Quang Mgai 
having relatives i n  t h e  VC (pg. 5 ) .  The My Lai  a r e a  w a s  
impor tan t  f o r  t h e  i n f i l t r a t i o n  o f  s u p p l i e s .  MR-5 i s  w e s t  of 
Son My (pg.  5 )  and t h i s  was where t h e  s u p p l i e s  were ga the red  
(pg.  8 ) .  The VC now use  t h e  a r e a  t o  g e t  r i c e  and f i s h  from 
t h e  people  i n  t h e  form of  t a x e s  (pg. 8 )  . 

d .  The 4 t h  Local  Force B a t t a l i o n  w a s  based i n  f ly L a i .  
a long  w i t h  two Local  Force Companies (pg.  5 ) .  During T e t  t hey  
had an a d d i t i o n a l  regiment  which moved through the area 
a t t a c k i n g  t h e  W/PF c e n t e r  and l o s i n g  1 Q O  a s  t hey  were bea t en  
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back (pg. 6 )  . The 48th B a t t a l i o n  remained i n  t h e  a r e a  t o  
p r o t e c t  i t  a s  a VC supply  r o u t e  (pg.  8 ) .  The b a t t a l i o n  i s  
now more than  h a l f  NVA (pg. 8 ) .  S ince  1969 mary of  t h e  
u n i t s  i n  t h e  a r e a  had been h a l f  composed of women (pgs .  8 ,- 9) -
Chi ldren  a r e  used f o r  l i a i s o n  agen t s  and messengers  
(pg.  9 )  . They are 8 ,  1 0 ,  and 12 y e a r s  o l d  (pg.  9 )  . 

e. The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  r u l e s  f o r  f i r i n g  
a r t i l l e r y  i n t o  a VC a r e a  a r e  t h e  same a s  t h o s e  f o r  f i r i n g  
i n t o  a GVN a r e a  (pg.  9 ) .  sometimes it i s  neces sa ry  t o  f i r e  
where t h e r e  a r e  women and c h i l d r e n  wi th  t h e  VC, a l though  
they  have been t o l d  t o  move o u t .  I t  i s  a VC t a c t i c  t o  
h o l d  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  i n  a v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 0 ) .  ARVN'S have s t r i c t  
o r d e r s  n o t  t o  s h o o t  women, c h i l d r e n ,  and o l d  men, b u t  some-
t imes they  a r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  war,  a c t u a l l y  f i g h t i n g  (pg.  10) . 
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Unsworn s tatement  of LTG LAM, Commanding 
General  of I Corps, was taken a t  I Corps Headquarters i n  
Danang, Republic of Vietnam, on 31 December 1969. 
The ques t ions  were posed t o  LTG LAM by LTG PEERS and 
MR MACCRATE. Also p resen t  was LTC B i l l y  M. STANBERRY, who 
ac ted  as  i n t e r p r e t e r .  Cer ta in  of t h e  ques t ions  were t r a n s -
l a t e d  by LTC STANBERRY i n t o  Vietnamese and c e r t a i n  of t h e  
answers by LTG LAM were t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  English by LTC 
STANBERRY. 

I0 : General LAM, I thought t h a t  I would 
t e l l  you f i r s t  what our i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  supposed t o  be and 
what we a r e  supposed t o  be doing a s  a  b i t  of background f o r  
you. 

I was appointed a s  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  by 
Sec re ta ry  RESOR and General WESTMORELAND, and they  asked m e  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  do two th ings .  F i r s t ,  t o  check i n t o  any 
o f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 
t o  determine i f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  were adequate and a l s o  
t h e  reviews of  t h e s e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t o  see i f  they  w e r e  
adequate and a l s o  as  p a r t  of t h i s  t o  s e e  i f  t h e r e  was any 
at tempt  t o  suppress  information of t h e  i n c i d e n t  by anybody 
connected wi th  it. I n  the  United S t a t e s ,  be fo re  I l e f t ,  w e  
had t a l k e d  t o  approximately 4 0  people.  Some of them have 
been s h o r t ,  some have been over  20  hours ,  and s o  we have a 
p?-rnt.C-77r;m=? idea zf :.,+at t h2  v~E,zlzs i t n z t i c ~i s ,  v h z t  it-1 


developed, and about t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

The r e p o r t  I w i l l  f i l e  w i l l  go t o  the Secre ta ry  
of t h e  Army and General WESTMORELAND. This w i l l  be  a  
c o n f i d e n t i a l  r epor t .  P a r t  of i t  may be r e l e a s e d  t o  Congress 
and p a r t s  of  it may poss ib ly  be r e l e a s e d  t o  t h e  publ ic .  I 
do n o t  know. That w i l l  be up t o  S e c r e t a r y  RESOR and General 
WESTMORELAND. A l l  of t h e  American wi tnesses  w e  a r e  p u t t i n g  
under oa th .  Those t h a t  a r e  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  we  a r e  t e l l i n g  
n o t  t o  t a l k  about our i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  anything they a r e  t o l d  
i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ;  and people t h a t  have been i n  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  who a r e  now c i v i l i a n s ,  w e  a r e  asking t o  do the same 
t h i n g .  That i s  about t h e  s t a t u s  of it. 

Pursuing t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th in  t h e  S t a t e s  I have 
a c i v i l i a n  deputy and I have s e v e r a l  s e n i o r  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s ,  
co lonels  and l i e u t e n a n t  co lone l s ,  working f o r  m e .  1n  a d d i t i o n ,  
M r .  MACCRATE was asked by Sec re ta ry  RESOR i f  he would work 
wi th  me a s  t h e  l e g a l  counsel.  H e  has  l e f t  h i s  law f i rm f o r  
t h e  time be ing  t o  do t h i s .  He a l s o  has  wi th  him another  
i n d i v i d u a l  whom you met t h e  o t h e r  day, M r .  WALSH, who has a l s o  
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l e f t  h i s  l a w  f i rm t o  a s s i s t  us.  I must say they  have been 
most h e l p f u l  t o  me. 

A. General PEERS, I w i l l  t r y  t o  h e l p  you and g ive  you 
a l l  the information you need. 

Q. General LAM, f o r  t h e  sake of t h e  r ecord ,  how long 
have you been Commander of I Corps? 

A. I came h e r e  i n  1966. 

Q Since 1966? 

A. May 1966. And he re ,  I had the  2d Divis ion .  That 
w a s ' i n  1 9 6 4 ,  s o  I have been i n  I Corps 5 o r  6 yea r s .  

Q Thinking back on t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f ,  when 
d i d  t h i s  f i r s t  come t o  your a t t e n t i o n ,  General LAM? 

A. The Commanding General ,  General TOAN, of t h e  2d 
Divis ion ,  t o l d  me i n  March of 1968 t h a t  he had rece ived  some 
propaganda l e a f l e t s  from t h e  Communist s i d e .  But ,  a t  t h a t  
t ime,  General TOAN t o l d  me t h a t  he had t r i e d  t o  determine t h e  
accuracy of t h e  propaganda l e a f l e t s  b u t  t h a t  he had been 
unable t o  do so.  H e  a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  the  Chief of t h e  
D i s t r i c t  had t r i e d  t o  g e t  t h i s  information bu t  had been unable 
t o  do so.  He cannot go t h e r e .  

A. Yes, sir.  The D i s t r i c t  Chief attempted t o  go t d  
t h e  v i l l a g e  bu t  could n o t  do so.  Therefore,  he made a r e p o r t  
t o  t h e  Province Chief t h a t  he could not go t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
And t h e  r e p o r t  d id  n o t  inc lude  t h e  number of c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d ,  
it did  no t  v e r i f y  t h i s  information.  Af te r  t h a t ,  Colonel 
K H I E N ,  Chief of Province,  Quang Ngai made an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
H e  a l s o  t r i e d  t o  go t o  t h e  hamlet b u t  he a l s o  could n o t  go 
t h e r e .  Now t h a t  was i n  June 1968. When he t r i e d  t o  go t o  
t h e  hamlet t h e  VC were t h e r e  and they s h o t  a t  him from t h e  
hamlet so  he a l s o  could no t  make a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t .  So he 
d i d  n o t  send me a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t .  The i n i t i a l  r e p o r t  mentioned 
some VC and some c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d ,  about 1 0 0  t o t a l  k i l l e d  b u t  
t h e  inves t iga t ions- -not  being a b l e  t o  conduct t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
revealed  o r  v e r i f i e d  no number of c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d .  

Q . Did General TOAN t e l l  you t h a t  Lieutenant  TAN had 
rece ived  a  r e p o r t  from t h e  V i l l a g e  Chief ,  from t h e  informat ion  
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he  had ga thered ,  t h a t  4 0 0  people had been k i l l e d  i n  Tu Cung 
and t h a t  about 90 o t h e r  people had been k i l l e d  i n  Co Luy? 

A.  No, No. General TOAN t o l d  me what t h e  VC had 
repor ted .  He repor ted  t h a t  he had captured a VC l e a f l e t  
which mentioned these  numbers. 

Q Well,  we understand t h e r e  was a r e p o r t  t h a t  d i d  
go from Lieutenant  TAN t o  province and a l s o  t o  t h e  2d 
Divis ion ,  and with it were a l s o  copies  of VC propaganda. 

A .  Yes, yes ,  but  from t h e  province we d o n ' t  have 
any r e p o r t .  

Q. (Well ,  subsequent t o  t h a t  t ime,  o r  maybe I should 
say a f t e r  t h a t  t ime,  d id  you g e t  any a d d i t i o n a l  r epor t s?  ' 

A .  No. But i n  June,  1 9 6 9 ,  we had a combined 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  from Saigon. It a r r i v e d  i n  June. They were 
a l s o  unable t o  go i n t o  t h e  hamlet. Therefore ,  they  rendered 
no w r i t t e n  r e p o r t .  So, t h r e e  t imes we t r i e d  t o  g e t  t h i s  
information.  We t r i e d  t o  ge t  i n t o  t h e  hamlet ,  bu t  we could 
n o t  g e t  i n t o  t h e  hamlet. The l a s t  r e p o r t  was NovemSer 1969, 
when I s e n t  a r e p o r t  of t h e  Province Chief t o  t h e  Min i s t e r  
of Defense. 

Q Did General KOSTER t a l k  t o  you &out  t h i s  a t  a l l ?  

A.  N O ,  never. 

Q He never t a l k e d  t o  you about i t ?  

A. Never. 
I 

Q Did General YOUNG eve r  t a l k  t o  you' about i t ?  ' 

A .  Never. 

& Anybody from t h e  America1 o r  23d Divis ion? 

A .  I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  remember. 

(1 Did you ever  t a l k  t o  General CUSIIMAN about i t ?  

A. NO,  We t a l k e d  o f t e n ,  but  a t  t h a t  time we were very ,  
very busy. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  us t a l k i n g  about t h i s .  I d o n ' t  
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t h i n k  w e  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  And second ly ,  
w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  VC propaganda,  I have many, many propaganda 
l e a f l e t s  from eve ry  b a t t l e  when t h e  VC a r e  d e f e a t e d .  When they  
s u f f e r  heavy l o s s e s ,  t h e y  make propaganda t h a t  w e  k i l l e d  many 
c i v i l i a n s  and t h a t  ou r  l o s s e s  a r e  very  heavy. So when I s a w  
t h e  propaganda from My L a i ,  a t  t h a t  t ime I gave it no 
p a r t i c u l a r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  because I have many propaganda l e a f l e t s  
i n  many d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s  a t  t h a t  t ime.  T h a t ' s  one o f  o u r  
problems. I f  w e  k i l l  f i v e  VC i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  VC t e l l  the 
people  t h a t  w e  k i l l e d  f i v e  c i v i l i a n s .  But i t ' s  h a r d  t o  t e l l  
c i v i l i a n s  from VC you know. I f  one has  a weapon, h e ' s  VC. 
No weapon, maybe h e  's  c i v i l i a n ;  b u t  many of  t h e  people  d o n ' t  
know. So t h e  VC use  t h i s  f a c t  t o  propagandize  the people .  

Q Genera l  LAM, a s  I unders tand i t ,  you s a y  you had 
many i n s t a n c e s  of propaganda a t  t h i s  t ime ,  and a l s o  you s a i d  
you were ve ry  busy a t  t h i s  time. There w e r e  many bat t les  
go ing  on about t h i s  t ime .  Could you g i v e  m e  some i n s t a n c e s  
o f  o t h e r  b a t t l e s  t h a t  w e r e  go ing  on a t  about t h i s  t ime? 

A. A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  w e  had ve ry  b i g  b a t t l e  go ing  on 
a t  Khe Sanh. Khe Sanh was a big f i g h t  and a l s o  Hue i n  
January ,  February,  and March. Hue was a v e r y  impor t an t  a r e a .  
Around Hue w e  had f i v e  NVA d i v i s i o n s ,  and t h e n  i n  March and 
A p r i l ,  w e  had a b i g  f i g h t  i n  Kharn Duc. We had two NVA 
regiments  around Kham Duc. I n  each province  w e  had a t  least  
two NVA regiments  around.  So i n  1968 w e  had many b i g  b a t t l e s .  
One t h i n g  I w i l l  t e l l  you: i n  1968, j u s t  i n  I Corps,  we 
k i l l e d  l O C , G C Z  VC; t h a t ' s  bedl connt, 100,300.  Undoabtcdly 
many more w e r e  wounded and many more k i l l e d ,  b u t  w e  on ly  
r e p o r t  body count .  100,000 VC i n  I Corps a lone .  So w e  had 
many b i g  f i g h t s  and i n  Quang Ngai a l s o  we have many b i g  
b a t t l e ;  My La i  and Co Luy bo th  were very  s t r o n g  VC base  a r e a s .  
This  is a r e supp ly  r o u t e  f o r  t h e  r e supp ly  i n t o  MR-5 ba se  a r e a .  
This  e n t i r e  a r e a  is v e r y ,  very  impor tan t  t c  t h e  b a s e  area. 

Q On t h e  p e n i n s u l a ?  

A. Five c l i c k s  eas t  of My Lai--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  I was going t o  ask  you about  
Quang Ngai a f t e r  T e t .  I was i n  I1 Corps, b u t  as I remember 
a f t e r  Te t  was over  t h e r e  w e r e  s t i l l  many b a t t l e s  going on 
around Quang Ngai C i t y .  

A .  I n  October ,  1968. 

Q What t ime  w a s  i t ,  about  i n  t h e r e ,  t h a t  t h e y  r ece ived  
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some r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  VC and t h e  NVA were going t o  p u t  a 
major a t t a c k  on Quang Ngai and had a l l  t h e  mor ta rs  and 
r o c k e t s  a l l  l i n e d  up? 

A. W e  had a b i g  a t t a c k  on Quang Ngai . It  was February ,  
March, and May. There were two very b i g  a c t i o n s  i n  Quang 
Ngai, C o r r e c t i o n ,  t h r e e  b i g  f i g h t s  : end of January and 
February,  and t h e n  May, and t h e n  October.  

Q General  LAM, you a r e  an o l d  hand h e r e  i n  I 
Corps. How long  h a s  t h i s  a r e a  e a s t  of Quang Ngai C i t y ,  t h e  
My La i  a r e a ,  Son My a r e a ,  been Communist count ry  o r  V i e t  Cong? 

- A.  Oh, 1953, 1954. 

Q I n  t h e  war wi th  t h e  French,  was t h a t  V i e t  Minh a r e a ?  

A. Oh, yes .  From 1945 u n t i l  1954,  Quang Ngai was 
under c o n t r o l  of  the V i e t  Minh. Quang Ngai and Quang Tinh  
have been Communist p rov inces  many, mzny y e a r s .  W e  s t i l l  have 
i n  Quang Ngai 40,000 f a m i l i e s  who have r e l a t i v e s  i n  t h e  VC. 

A .  40,000 f a m i l i e s .  

Q - Am I a l s o  c o r r e c t  i n  what I have h e a r d :  t h a t  many
of t h e s e  Communists went n o r t h  t o  North Vietnam t o  Hanoi 
and H a i  Phong; and t h e n ,  a f t e r  1958,  w e r e  i n f i l t r a t e d  back 
i n t o  Quang Ngai i n  t h e  My Lai  a r e a ?  

A. Y e s ,  t h a t  i s  c o r r e c t .  The My Lai a r e a  i s  very 
impor t an t  t o  t h e  Communists f o r  i n f i l t r a t i o n  of  s u p p l i e s .  

Q Is t h i s  a l s o  t h e  a r e a ,  General  LAM, t h a t  I remember 
t h a t  t h e y  used f o r  s e a  i n f i l t r a t i o n ?  They could  come down and 
l a n d  i n  t h a t  a r e a  and move t h e i r  s u p p l i e s  th rough ,  a c r o s s  
Highway ( I ) , i n t o  t h e  w e s t ,  i n t o  t h e  An My Mountains. 

A.  Y e s ,  t h a t  i s  c o r r e c t ,  MR-5. MR-5 i s  w e s t  of 
Son My. 

Q Can you t e l l  us about t h e  t r o o p s  i n  t h i s  base  
area of  My La i?  

A. Y e s .  My Lai  i s  t h e  base  of  t h e  4 8 t h  B a t t a l i o n  
and two l o c a l  f o r c e  companies. 
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Q *  
a l s o  

I 
have an 

b e l i e v e  during t h e  b a t t l e  of T e t ,  d i d  they 
a n t i a i r c r a f t  u n i t  and a  sapper  b a t t a l i o n ?  

not 

A .  Oh, y e s ,  and during T e t  they had a regiment bes ides .  
One regiment moved i n t o  My Lai i n  t h e  a rea  nor th  of Quang 
Ngai. They stopped overnight  t h e r e ;  and from t h e r e  they  
a t t acked  t h e  RF/PF c e n t e r  t h e r e  and they  w e r e  de fea ted .  

Q. I b e l i e v e ,  i f  I remember c o r r e c t l y  from Colonel 
K H I E N ,  he i n d i c a t e d  they  a t t acked  t h e  RF/PF c e n t e r  t h e r e  and 
they  were very  badly beaten.  

A .  More than  100 k i l l e d .  

Q Can you t e l l  us a l s o ,  General LAM, about t h e  VC 
propaganda, the  t a c t i c s  they use i n  t h e i r  propaganda, whether 
i t  is  a l l  by l e a f l e t s ,  e x a c t l y  how they  work t h e i r  propaganda? 

A. W e l l ,  when they  have heavy l o s s e s  they always 
ga the r  the people t o g e t h e r  and claim t h a t  w e  k i l l e d  c i v i l i a n s ,  
t h a t  our l o s s e s  were heavy, and t h a t  t h e i r  l o s s e s  were s o f t .  
And it is very d i f f i c u l t  f o r  us t o  determine what is  t r u e  
and what i s  propaganda. I t  is  d i f f i c u l t  t o  i d e n t i f y  who is 
VC and who is c i v i l i a n .  

Q Did they use any propaganda means o t h e r  than  
t a l k i n g  t o  groups which they had assembled o r  p u t t i n g  ou t  
l e a f l e t s .  We have heard c e r t a i n  th ings  about some t a b s  f o r  
mourning, and we've heard a l s o  t h a t  they  use s i g n s  and 
sometimes arribaniis and s ivgans . 
A. They have a l l ' k i n d s  of propaganda, you s e e .  

Q Would you, i n  your headquar ters ,  have any propaganda 
t h a t  was coming out  about t h a t  time t h a t  w e  might be ab le  t o  
have; some of  t h e i r  propaganda l e a f l e t s  t h a t  were being 
produced by t h e  Communists i n  t h e  Quang Ngai a r e a ,  s o  we can 
use it t o  compare wi th  t h a t  which came o u t  concerning My Lai?  

A.  I d o n ' t  know i f  I s t i l l  have it now, I w i l l  check. 

Q Well, I ' d  apprec ia te  i t  i f  you would have your
s t a f f  look t o  s e e  i f  they  can f i n d  some. 

A .  But i t ' s  been a long t ime,  you s e e .  Af te r  3 
o r  4 months they d e s t r o y ,  they  des t roy  a l l .  

Q But sometimes your PSYOPS Center may have held 
samples. I f  you have any i t  would be ve ry  h e l p f u l  f o r  us.  
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A. I f  they capture  a l o t  of t h i s  propaganda they 
just--but destroy.  But I t r y  t o  g e t .  

Q. I f  you could j u s t  l e t  m e  s e e  i t ,  I could g e t  it 
reproduced. This way we w i l l  be a b l e  t o  say t h i s  i s  t h e  
k ind  of propaganda t h a t  t h e  VC were coming o u t  with and 
compare it wi th  what they used during My Lai .  Other than 
t h a t ,  we a r e  j u s t  going t o  have t o  t r y  t o  desc r ibe  it. 

A. I ' l l  t r y .  

Q I t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  maybe one o t h e r  p o i n t  t h a t  I 
would l i k e  t o . d i s c u s s .  When you heard about My La i  a t  t h a t  
time i n  l a t e  March o r  Apr i l  of 1968  from Lieutenant  TAN, 
Colonel TOAN, then  Colonel K H I E N ,  d i d  you by chance f i l e  a 
r e p o r t  on t h i s  t o  S G S  i n  Saigon? 

A. A r e p o r t  t o  Saigon? I d i d  n o t .  H e  j u s t  t a lked  
t o  me a t  t h a t  t ime. They t a lked  t o  me i n  My Lai b u t  they 
t a lked  t o  me--that t h i s  a rea ,  no t  My Lai b u t  Son My, very 
bad even a l l  the way out.  

Q I wish t h a t  'ou would c l a s s i f y  some of t h e  
problems t h a t  you have had wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  My Lai ,  Son My. 

A.  Well, a s  I j u s t  t o l d  you, i n  February,  March, 
A p r i l  (1958) w e  ha6 naily fights, a l l  of I Corps. Tbc crea 
was under VC c o n t r o l ,  and we were unable t o  make t h e  i n v e s t i -
ga t ion  because we could not  g e t  i n  t h e  a r e a  j u s t  because 
of lack of s e c u r i t y .  And it was t h e  same way a l l  over .  
J u s t  i n  Hue, i n  February i n  Hue we k i l l e d  over  5 ,000 i n  
Hue alone. But when I saw General TOAN, he t o l d  me t h a t  he 
would have S e c t o r  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  evidence.  Not t h e  Divis ion 
b u t  Sec to r  would i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  opera t ion .  He t o l d  me t h a t  
t h e  Province Chief t r i e d  t o  make t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b u t  he 
could no t .  He a l s o  t o l d  t h e  ~ i s t r i c tChief t o  make an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  but  he could no t .  So t h e y  repor ted  t h a t  
they  could n o t  make t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q He t o l d  you he was going t o  i n v e s t i g a t e ,  then? 

A. H e  s a i d  t h e  Province Chief t r i e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  
So what the  D i s t r i c t  Chief s e n t  t o  t h e  Province Chief was 
n o t  a  D i s t r i c t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q. Can you t e l l  us about some of  t h e  problems of 
conducting m i l i t a r y  opera t ions  and p a c i f i c i s m  opera t ions  
i n  t h e  Son My D i s t r i c t  a rea?  
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A. W e l l ,  Son My was s t i l l  VC u n t i l  September 1969. 
I n  September 1969 w e  conducted a b i g  opera t ion  wi th  t h e  
America1 Divis ion .  We had 2 months, August and September, 
of combined opera t ions  i n  t h e  Son My a rea .  And w e  had 
some 14,000 people i n  t h a t  a rea  around Son My, and we  rounded 
them up and t r i e d  t o  g e t  them t o  l i v e  i n  a s e c u r i t y  a rea .  

a- I understand t h a t  your 6 t h  Regiment r an  i n t o  
some d i f f i c u l t i e s  yes terday  . 
A .  Oh, yes .  I n  t h i s  a rea  w e  s t i l l  run i n t o  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
when we go t h e r e .  You s e e  t h e  a r e a  j u s t  w e s t  and north of 
Son My, t h e  VC must have t h i s  a rea .  They must s t a y  because 
t h i s  i s  t h e  supply r o u t e .  Without t h i s  they cannot surv ive .  
So t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n  s t a y s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  a l l  t h e  t ime,  and 
t h e r e  a r e  some North Vietnamese i n  t h e  a r e a ,  too .  Formerly 
t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n  was l o c a l  fo rces  b u t  now i t ' s  more than 
h a l f  Vietnamese, h a l f  NVA. 

Q. Half NVA? 

A. And b e s i d e s ,  now t h i s  l o c a l  b a t t a l i o n ,  now a r e  
two l o c a l  f o r c e  companies as  w e l l .  But they s t i c k  t o  this 
a r e a  t o  g e t  s u p p l i e s ,  n o t  f o r  themselves b u t  f o r  MR-5. 

Q Do you th ink  they s t i l l  b r i n g  s u p p l i e s  by sea?  

A. No, no t  by s e a ,  b u t  from t h e r e  they  g e t  supp l i e s  
from t h e  villagers, They collect taxes and they collect 
r i c e ,  and t h i s  is  a c o l l e c t i n g  p o i n t  a r e a  where the supp l i e s  
a r e  gathered t o  MR-5. 

Q The s u p p l i e s  a r e  t h e r e  in--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  There a r e  many k inds  of s u p p l i e s ,  
r i c e ,  f i s h .  

Q They have been s t o r i n g  t h i s  f o r  many yea r s?  

A. No s t o r e ,  b u t  they t r y  t o  t a x  t h e  people,  you see .  
N o  supply--cannot l eave  s o  they s t i l l  hang around t h i s  a rea .  

Q I n  the a r e a  of Son My and i n  Quang Ngai, do you 
f i n d  many women i n  t h e  VC u n i t s ?  

A. Many u n i t s  now a r e  h a l f  women. Since 1969, they  
r e p o r t  h a l f  of t h e  g u e r r i l l a  u n i t s  a r e  women; h a l f  of t h e  
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g u e r r i l l a s  a r e  women. 

Q What is normally t h e  lowest age t h a t  you w i l l  
f i n d  i n  t h e  VC and NVA? 

A.  F i f t e e n ,  four teen  i n  some c a s e s ,  b u t  f o r  agents  
they  w i l l  u t i l i z e  some ch i ld ren .  Lia ison  agen t s ,  they  
genera l ly  u s e  g i r l s  and boys, never grownups. They can 
opera te  more e f f e c t i v e l y .  Very young c h i l d r e n ,  8 ,  10 ,  1 2 .  
They pass s i g n a l s ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e  informat ion  f o r  t h e  VC. We 
f requen t ly  capture  c h i l d r e n  who a r e  agents  f o r  VC. 

MR MACCRATE: Do they pass  messages one t o  t h e  next  i n  t h i s  
way? 

A. Yes. 

I0: - Do they  a l s o  use them i n  many cases  f o r  guides? 

A. Messengers and f o r  information.  You have an 
ou tpos t  t h e r e ,  you j u s t  see them move around. They play 
b a l l ,  go around, b u t  they t r y  t o  g e t  more information.  
Send boy and g i r l .  We capture  a l o t  he re .  

S - Do we have a map? Well, we understand General 
LAM. What I wanted t o  a sk ,  from h e r e  on o u t ,  was about t h e  
TT" 
V L .  Froxi here back, i i i  G'JX c o i i t ~ ~ labout like so .  From t h e  
ARVN and the  GVN p o i n t  of view, t h i s  is i n  1968, March, 1 9 6 8  
( i n d i c a t i n g  on map) ? 

A. Yes. 

Q From GVN and ARVN p o i n t  of view, do you have 
d i f f e r e n t  r u l e s  f o r  GVN con t ro l l ed  a r e a  and VC c o n t r o l l e d  
a r e a  f o r  a r t i l l e r y  f i r i n g ?  

A.  No, d i f f e r e n t  r u l e s .  But you see, t h i s  i s  a VC 
a rea .  Few people l i v e  t h e r e  bu t  they  have been t o l d  many 
times t o  leave  t h e i r  homes, t o  come i n t o  t h e  secure  area .  
But many, many times we pu t  l e a f l e t s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  If t h e  VC 
go t h e r e ,  we s t i l l  have t o  f i r e  i n t o  t h e  a rea .  Many t imes ,  
i t ' s  necessary t o  f i r e  i n  the  a r e a  where c i v i l i a n s  axe. 

Q I f  you had h e r e  an a r e a  l i k e ,  l e t ' s  s a y ,  Tu Cung 
o r  My Lai o r  My Khe where even though they were VC women, 
c h i l d r e n ,  o l d  men, would you f i r e  a r t i l l e r y  i n  those  p laces?  
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A.  Sure ,  sometimes you have t o .  We cannot shoot  o l d  
men, women, and ch i ld ren .  These a r e  o rde r s  which say t h a t  w e  
cannot ,  bu t  a t  t h e  same time w e  have t o l d  t h e  people to.move 
o u t  of t h e  VC a r e a s  and sometime I ' m  s u r e  when I was t h e  CG 
of  the  2d Divis ion i n  1965 I s h o t  a t  t h i s  a r e a ,  a t  t h i s  My 
Lai a r e a ,  because t h e r e  were many VC t h e r e .  Yes, sometimes 
i t  i s  necessary t o  shoot  when you have informat ion  of VC and 
sometimes t h e r e  a r e  some c i v i l i a n s  t h e r e .  You cannot avoid 
a l l  t h e  a reas  where t h e  c i v i l i a n s  a r e  because t h i s  i s  a VC 
t a c t i c  t o  use t h e  c i v i l i a n  populace. Sometime t h e  VC hold 
the  c i v i l i a n s  t h e r e .  They w i l l  n o t  l e t  them go b u t  w e  cannot 
f a i l  t o  f i g h t  t h e  VC because t h e r e  a r e  c i v i l i a n s  i n  the area .  ' 

Q But I t ake  it t h a t  even though you might use 
a r t i l l e r y  on an a r e a ,  t h a t  s t i l l  you would n o t  go i n  and 
purposely shoo t  women, c h i l d r e n ,  o l d  men? 

A .  No, no. We have a s t r i c t  o rde r :  d o n ' t  shoot  
women, c h i l d r e n ,  and o l d  men. I s e e  many b a t t l e s .  Sometimes 
women and c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  f i g h t .  

Q Tha t ' s  p a r t  of war? 

A.  P a r t  of war. We have thousands and thousands. 
VC shoot  one rocke t .  They k i l l e d  20 ch i ld ren  and women 
he re .  What's t h e  d i f f e r e n c e .  We engage. Some people t h e r e  
should be k i l l e d .  So what? We cannot s t o p  t h a t .  And even 
t h e  VC, they a t t a c k  our hamlet. They know we have thousands 
of  c h i l d r e n  t h e r e ,  and women. They shoot  i n  t h e r e ,  too.  
I n  o u t s i d e ,  we  know i n  t h e  a rea  some of our  few people i i v e .  
But VC,  when they a t t a c k  us every n i g h t  I gave t h e  area .  
Every time VC crowd p laces .  We g e t  mortared. They shoot  
r o c k e t s ,  bu t  I th ink  some what--here I have one r e p o r t  and 
bes ides  w e  have a l l  r e p o r t  from--on t h i s  r e p o r t ,  Tu Cung 
Hamlet s o  we a r e  VC Hamlet some people t h e r e  may be--some w e r e  
accommodated by U .  S .  t roops  t h e r e .  So I d o n ' t  have any 
r e a l  r e p o r t  t o  send t o  the--so I r e p o r t  t h a t  we try--Province 
Chief not--troops try t o  e n t e r  t h r e e  t imes b u t  cannot go 
t h e r e ,  no r e p o r t .  

Q This i s  t h e  r e p o r t  from t h e  Province Chief t o  you? 

A.  To m e ,  and from me I send one t o  t h e  Minis te r  of 
Defense, General 'VY. 

a .  Well, t h i s  has  been very  good. 

(The hea r ing  recessed a t  1 4 4 5  hours ,  31  December 
1969.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: LANH, Nguyen Ngoc 

DATE O F  TESTIMONY: 5 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: P r ~ v i n c e ~ H e a d q u a r t e r s ,Quang Ngai C i t y ,  
Republic o f  Vietnam. 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT I N  MARCH 1968: Member of t h e  Son Tinh Uni t  
of t h e  s e c r e t  o r  s p e c i a l  branch of t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e .  

1. DESCRIPTION OF HIS JDB. 

The w i t n e s s ,  who b e c m e  t h e  D iv i s ion  Chief o f  t h e  
Na t iona l  P o l i c e  i n  1969, was a member of  t h e  s p e c i a l  
or s e c r e t  branch of tile iGationai Po i i ce  l i i  i v k r e l ? ,  1 9 6 8 . .  
M e  was i n  t h e  Son Tinh u n i t ,  and t h e i r  o f f i c e .  w a s  l o c a t e d  
300 meters  nor thwes t  o f  t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  Headquar ters  
(pgs .  1 , 2 )  

2 .  HIS KNOWLEDGE OF THE OPERATION. 

Apparent ly  t h e  w i tnes s  d i d  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  
16 March 1968 o p e r a t i o n .  He d e s c r i b e d  going on a t h r e e  
day o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  a b a t t a l i o n  o f  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  
from 19 through 2 1  March 1968. He was picked up a t  Son Tinh 
by a major ,  a c a p t a i n ,  and two f i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t s ,  a l l  American 
and a l l  members of  t h e  Medical Corps (pg. 4 ) .  H e  was t h e  
only  member o f  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  They 
went by h e l i c o p t e r  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  a r e a  of  o p e r a t i o n s ,  l and ing  
i n  an open space  n o r t h  o f  My ~ a i( 2 )  (pgs. 3 ,  4 )  . They were 
n o t  nea r  a graveyard  (pg.  4 )  . While a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n ,  
i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  map a s  a s p i t  o f  l a n d  n o r t h  o f  My Lai  ( 2 ) ,  
t h e  Anerican t r o o p s  brought  c i v i l i a n s  t o  him and he ques t ioned  
them (pg.  4 ) .  Three people  were brought  t o  him a t  1000 hours  
and a t  1400 hours  30 more people  were ques t ioned  by him ( p g . 5 ) .  
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The people  were a l l  f i shermen from t h e  a r e a  of  Con Chieu 
and Ky Xuyen (pg. 5 ) .  The major and t h e  c a p t a i n  were w i th  
him whi l e  he ques t ioned  and he d i d  n o t  s e e  e i t h e r  o f  them 
c u t  off anyone 's  f i n g e r  (pg. 6 )  . I n  t h e  l a r g e  group i n  t h e  
a f t e rnoon  he found one VC, who was s e n t  back by h e l i c o p t e r  
(pg. 7 ) .  The n i g h t  o f  1 9  March was s p e n t  on t h e  t i p  pf  
t h e  pen insu la , and  on 20  March he  went t o  Ky Xuyen where he  
w a s  wounded i n  t h e  l e g  and evacuated (pgs .  7 ,  8 )  . The 
wi tnes s  was g iven  a  d e s k z i p t i o n  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  
and s t a t e d  t h a t  on t h e  16th,Americans were o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h a t  
a r e a  b u t  he knew no th ing  about  it (pg. 5 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h e r e  
were no people  s h o t  i n  h i s  AO, and he on ly  hea rd  o f  people  
be ing  k i l l e d  i n  My La i  ( 4 )  and My La i  ( 6 )  (pg.  7 )  . 
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Unsworn s ta tement  of Nguyen Ngoc LANH was 
taken a t  Province Headquarters,  Quang Ngai C i ty  , Republic 
of Vietnam on 5 January 1970. The ques t ions  were yosed 
by MR WALSH. Also p resen t  w a s  MAJ David D. DANTZSCHER 
who ac ted  as  i n t e r p r e t e r .  A l l  of t h e  ques t ions  were 
t r a n s l a t e d  by M A J  DANTZSCHER i n t o  Vietnamese and a l l  
of t h e  answers w e r e  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  English by MAJ 
DANTZSCHER. 

MR WALSH: F i r s t ,  were you p r e s e n t  a t  My Lai  on t h e  d a t e  of 
1 6  March 1968? 

A. I p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  opera t ion ,  b u t  I was about 
4 k i lometers  from My Lai.  

Q I understand t h a t .  What i s  your name? 

A. My name i s  Nguyen Ngoc LANH. 

Q How o ld  a r e  you? 

A. Th i r ty  yea r s  o l d .  

Q Are you a member of the  Nat ional  Po l i ce?  

A. I am a d i v i s i o n  ch ie f  of t h e  Nat ional  Pol ice .  

Q Division c h i e f ?  

A. Y e s .  

9 Were you d i v i s i o n  chief  of t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce  on 
March 16 th ,  1968? 

A. N o ,  I w a s  a d i v i s i o n  ch ie f  s t a r t i n g  i n  1969. 

Q What was your p o s i t i o n  i n  March 1968? 

A. I w a s  a member of t h e  s p e c i a l  Nat ional  Po l i ce .  

Q S p e c i a l  branch? 

A. Yes, s p e c i a l  branch of the  National  Po l i ce .  

Q Where were you s t a t i o n e d ,  and i n  what u n i t  were you 
assigned i n  March 1968? 
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A.  I worked wi th  t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e  u n i t .  Do you 
want t o  know t h e  mex xi can u n i t ?  

Q No, I want t o  know t h e  National  P o l i c e  u n i t  and 
i t s  l o c a t i o n .  

A. The Son Tinh u n i t  of t h e  s e c r e t  o r  s p e c i a l  
p o l i c e .  

Q. And where was t h e i r  o f f i c e  loca ted?  

A t  Son Tinh Subsector .  

Q Was t h e  Son Tinh Subsector  loca ted  across  t h e  
b r idge  i n  t h e  same genera l  a r e a  as t h e  Son Tinh Distr ict  
headquarters  i s  loca ted?  

A. No, it was n o t  near  t h e  Son Tinh headquar ters .  
I t  was i n  t h e  mountains about 3 0 0  meters northwest of t h e  
d i s t r i c t  headquar ters .  

Q Were you assigned t o  j o i n  American u n i t s  con-
duct ing  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Son My Vi l l age  a r e a  on 1 6  March 
1968? 

A.  Yes, I was assigned t o  go on a 3-day opera t ion  
on t h e  19th  of March. I was ass igned t o  go on a 3-day opera- . 

t i o n s  of t h e  19th, 20th,  and 2 1 s t  of March wi th  a b a t t a l i o n  
of t h e  America1 Divis ion.  

a - How d i d  you g e t  f r o m  Son Tinh ~ i s t r i c tt o  LZ 
D o t t i e  t o  go on t h e  opera t ion?  

A. BY h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q When you went from Son Tinh t o  LZ Dot t i e  d i d  
you go i n  t h e  morning, noon, o r  af ternoon? 

A. I went a t  8 o 'c lock  i n  t h e  morning. 

a - How long d i d  you s t a y  a t  LZ Dot t ie?  

A. I immediately went on t h e  opera t ion ;  I d i d  n o t  
remain a t  LZ Dot t i e .  
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Q 0 
Who was w i t h  you' from Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  

A. I went by myself .  

Q Did you meet o t h e r  Nat ional  Policemen a t  LZ Dot t i e  
when you g o t  t h e r e ?  

A. No, I d i d  n o t  meet any o t h e r  Nat ional  Po l i ce  a t  
LZ Dot t i e .  

Q Who accompanied you from LZ Dot t i e  o u t  t o  t h e  
opera t ion?  

A .  An American major accompanied me. 

Q. What was h i s  name? 

A. I cannot remember his name. 

a .  Was t h e r e  anyone e l s e  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  major 
who accompanied you? 

AA. - ?a%crizzr; ctaptair: and ~ W Cf i r s t  l i ec ten ; ln t s  of 
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  headquar ters .  

Q Now, l e t ' s  j u s t  make s u r e  of t h i s .  You went from 
LZ Dot t i e  t o  t h e  opera t ion  by h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. We went by f o o t  from LZ Dot t i e  t o  t h e  a r e a  of 
the opera t ion .  

Q We have i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  you went by h e l i c o p t e r .  
To go from LZ Dot t i e ,  which i s  up h e r e ,  ( i n d i c a t i n g  l o c a t i o n  
on the  map) would be a l o t  longer  walk than  those  o f f i c e r s  
would l i k e l y  take .  

A. I was picked up by t h e  American major a t  Son 
Tinh and went d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  a rea  of opera t ion  by h e l i -
c o p t e r .  A capta in  and two f i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t s  w e r e  a l s o  a-
long. 

(2. . Would you i n d i c a t e  on t h e  map t h e  a r e a  of t h e  
opera t ion?  
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A. W e  landed i n  an open space nor th  of My L a i  (2)' 
(witness  po in t ing  t o  a r e a  on map). 

Q NOW, l e t ' s  be c l e a r .  The h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  picked 
you up contained a major,  a c a p t a i n ,  and two f i r s t  l i eu ten-
a n t s ?  

A. Yes. The h e l i c o p t e r  contained an American major ,  
an American cap ta in ,  and two f i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t s .  They w e r e  
i n  the  Medical Corps. 

Q. Were t h e r e  any Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r s  i n  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A.  NO, t h e r e  were no Vietnamese i n t r e p r e t e r s .  

Q. Now, when you landed a t  t h e  a rea  of t h e  opera t ion ,  
were t h e  t roops  ga thered  toge the r  f o r  t h e  n igh t  i n  t h a t  a rea?  

A. No, they were n o t  assembled. They were i n  va r ious  
l o c a t i o n s  i n  the a rea  of opera t ions .  

Q Was t h e r e  a group loca ted  i n  t h i s  genera l  a rea  
d i r e c t l y  e a s t  of the  northern-most br idge  over t h e  Song My 
Khe ? 

A .  No. 

Q. Were they l oca ted  nea r  a graveyard? 

A .  No, they were no t  near  any graveyard.  

Q. What d id  you do when you a r r i v e d  a t  the  l o c a t i o n  
of the  American t roops?  

A.  I remained a t  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  and t h e  American 
t roops ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  s p i t  of l a n d  j u s t  nor th  of My Lai 
( 2 )  ) brought t h e  c i v i l i a n s  t o  m e ,  and I made ' t h e  determin-
a t i o n  as  t o  who was -VC and who was no t .  

Q How many c i v i l i a n s  were brought t o  you a t  that 
l o c a t i o n ?  

APP T-111 

CONFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL 

A. I n i t i a l l y ,  t hey  brought  t h r e e  people  t o  m e  a t  
about  10 o ' c l o c k ,  and about  2 o ' c l o c k  they  brought  about 30 
more people .  I am n o t  c e r t a i n  about  t h e  l o c a t i ~ nwhere 
t hey  were i n  t h e  AO, b u t  t h e y  brought  t h e  30 people  i n  a t  
about  2 o '  c lock .  

Q - A r e  you a r e  c e r t a i n  of  t h e  d a t e  you gave o f  
t h e  1 9 t h ?  

A. I ' m  c e r t a i n .  

Q I w i l l  g i v e  you a l i t t l e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  and maybe t h i s  w i l l  c l e a r  it up. 

(MR WALSH u t i l i z e d  t h e  map t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  oper-
a t i o n  on 16 t h r u  19 March 1968.)  

A,  On t h e  1 6 t h ,  which I know no th ing  about ,  t h e  
Americans were o p e r a t i n g  down h e r e ,  and when I a r r i v e d  on 
t h e  1 9 t h  t h e s e  were American f o r c e s  i n  t h i s  area. 

Q. Yes, b u t  you see, by 2 o ' c l o c k  t h e  American 
f o r c e s  were a11 i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  area on t h e  map). 

A.  7 7 - -
L G ~ , they -----w e L C  L L L S ~ S  cn t h e  13 th  in t h i s  area, 

and i n  t h i s  area h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  a r e a  on  map) , 

Q Had t h e  30 t o  40 people  t h e y  brought  you i n  t h e  
a f t e r n o o n  come from b o a t s ?  

A. They were f isherman.  I do  n o t  know i f  t hey  were 
i n  b o a t s  o r  no t .  They were from t h e  sou th ,  and from t h e  a r e a  
o f  Con Chieu and Ky Xuyen. 

Q. When you i n t e r r o g a t e d  t h e  t h r e e  c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  
were brought  t o  you, were t h e r e  any Americans p r e s e n t ?  

A. Y e s ,  when I i n t e r r o g a t e d  t h o s e  t h r e e  p r i s o n e r s ,  
t h e  major ,  a c a p t a i n ,  and a number of  o t h e r  American s o l d i e r s  
were t h e r e  a t  t h e  s p o t  where we landed.  

Q *  Were t h e r e  any o t h e r  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  w i t h  you a t  
that time? 
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No, I was by myself .  

Q - Were t h e r e  any Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r s  w i t h  t h e  
Americans then?  

A.  No. No, I was by myself .  I remember t h a t  t h e  
American o f f i c e r  cou ld  speak Vietnamese. 

a - Do you know who t h a t  o f f i c e r  was? 

A .  No, I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q That  w a s  t h e  American c a p t a i n ?  

A.  Y e s ,  b u t  he  d i d  n o t  know a s  much Vietnamese a s  t h e  
major. 

Q Now, w a i t  a minute.  I thought  you s a i d  t h e r e  was 
j u s t  t h e  c a p t a i n  t h e r e  when you i n t e r r o g a t e d  them? 

A. There w a s  a c a p t a i n  and major t h e r e .  

Q *  How d i d  you know t h a t  t h e  major was a major and 
t h e  c a p t a i n  was a c a p t a i n ?  Was it by t h e i r  i n s i g n i a ?  

A.  The c a p t a i n  and t h e  major were wear ing i n s i g n i a .  

Q Did t h e  c a p t a i n  o r  t h e  major c u t  o f f  t h e  f i n g e r ,  
o r  p a r t  of  t h e  f i n g e r ,  of one o f  t h e  t h r e e  c i v i l i a n s  you 
were i n t e r r o g a t i n g ?  

A .  No, I d i d  n o t  see t h e  c a p t a i n  o r  t h e  major c u t  
o f f  anyone ' s  f i n g e r .  A f t e r  I f i n i s h e d  my i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  I i n - ' 

formed t h e  c a p t a i n  and t h e  major  of  what t hey  had s a i d ,  and 
they  w e r e  r e l e a s e d .  

Q Were any of  them VC? 

A.  No. 

Q a  Were any VC shot i n  t h a t  area, a f t e r  be ing  i n t e r -
roga t ed ,  by anyone? 
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A. There were no persons s h o t  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  I only 
heard about persons being k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  
My Lai ( 4 )  and My Lai ( 6 ) : .  

Q =  Now, a f t e r  you f i n i s h e d  wi th  t h e  3 people you 
were i n t e r r o g a t i n g ,  where did they b r ing  the 30 o r  40 addi-
t i o n a l  de ta inees  t o  you? 

A. They were brought t o  t h e  same s p o t .  

Q The same spot:  And what d id  you do wi th  those  
de ta inees?  

A. I was e a t i n g  lunch a t  t h e  time. Af te r  lunch I 
continued wi th  my  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  and t h e  Americans furn ished  
medical a i d  o r  medicine t o  t h e  popula t ion  o r  t o  t h e  c i t i z e n s .  
Af ter  I had f i n i s h e d  separa t ing  t h e  VC from t h e  non-VC, t h e  
Americans furn ished  medicine t o  t h e  non-VC. 

(A 
rL Q What happened t o  t h e  VC? 

The Communists were s e n t  back by h e l i c o p t e r .  

How many of them? 

A. Among tha t .  group, t h e r e  was only  one VC. 

Q . What d id  you do a f t e r  you f i n i s h e d  w i t h  t h a t  
group? Did you r e t u r n  t o  Son Tinh, o r  d i d  you s t a y  o u t  i n  t h e  
f i e l d  wi th  t h e  American s o l d i e r s ?  

A. A f t e r  t h a t  we moved t o  t h e  e a s t  ( i n d i c a t i n g  a posi-
t i o n  on t h e  e a s t e r n  t i p  of t h e  p e n i n s u l a ) .  

Q- Did you spend t h e  n i g h t  on t h e  t i p  of t h e  .penin-
s u l a ?  

A. Y e s ,  I remained t h e  n igh t .  

Q Was this t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  20th? 

A. The n igh t  of t h e  19th .  

(LANH) 7 APP T-111 

CONFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL 

Q What happened on t h e  20th? 

A .  We withdrew t h e  20th t o  K y  Xuyen, where I was 
wounded. I was wounded i n  t h e  l e g .  

Q - Were you evacuated out?  

A. Af ter  I was wounded, t h e  Americans took me t o  a 
s p o t  where we o r i g i n a l l y  landed nor th  of My Lai ( 2 ) ,  and from 
t h e r e  I was taken 'by  h e l i c o p t e r  t o  Chu Lai.  

Q Do you know any of t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  who were 
working with t h e  Americans a t  t h a t  t ime by t h e  name of 
P H U ,  MINH, o r  HIEN? 

A. There was a man by t h e  name of THANH who was 
working with t h e  f i e l d  f o r c e  o r  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e .  I d o n ' t  know 
which company he was working wi th .  

Q How do you swel l  i t ?  

A. T-H-A-N-H. 

MR WALH: Tha t ' s  about a11 I have f o r  you. Thank you 
f o r  coming. 

(LANH) 

(The  hearing recessed a t  li56 hours ,  5 January 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: LUYEN, Do Dinh 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 3 1  December'1969 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Quang Ngai Province ,  Headquar ters  
Quang Ngai C i t y ,  Republic o f  Vietnam. 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF:  N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: V i l l a g e  Ch ie f ,  Son My 
V i l l a g e ,  Republic o f  Vietnam. 

1. HIS JOB DESCRIPTION.. . 

The wi tnes s  has  been t h e  V i l l a g e  Chief of  Son My 
V i l l a g e  s i n c e  1965. I n  1968 he l i v e d  a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  
headqua r t e r s  i n  Son T i n h  District, more t h a t  1 0  k i l o m e t e r s  
from t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1). He r e t u r n e d  t o  Thuan Yen, which 
i s  a c t u a l l y  a new hamle t ,  popula ted  by t h e  people  from t h e  
o l d  v i l l a g e  o f  Son My, t h e  hamlet  o f  Thuan Yen ,and by some 
people  from Co Luy i n  September 1969,  when it was p a c i f i e d  
(pgs*  5 1  7). -
2 .  HIS KNOWLEDGE OF THE INCIDENT ON 16 MARCH 1968. 

a. H i s  i n i t i a l  i n fo rma t ion .  

H e  f i r s t  heard  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  on 16 March 1968,  
through secondhand r e p o r t s  (pg.  l), which s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
~ m e r i c a n s ~ u s i n ga r t i l l e r y  and gunsh ips ,  e n t e r e d  t h e  a r e a  
of  Son My V i l l a g e  and one e lement  e n t e r e d  t h e  subhamlet  
o f  Thuan Yen (pg. 2 )  . H e  heard  no th ing  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  
of t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  
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b.  Subsequent rumors. 

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  day o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  people  
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  had been n o t  more than  30 people  
and hundreds o f  VC k i l l e d  (pg.  2 )  . 

c. H i s  r e p o r t s .  

He r e p o r t e d  o r a l l y  t o  t h e  Distr ict  Ch ie f ,  L i eu t enan t  
TAN, t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  he had heard  a s  rumor (pg. 3 )  . 
H e  had g o t t e n  h i s  rumors from "people on t h e  s t r e e t "  (pg .3) .  
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  in format ion  t h a t  9 0  people  had been 
k i l l e d  i n  Co Luy was a l s o  from rumor (pg.  3 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
s e e  any VC l e a f l e t s  on t h i s ,  b u t  hea rd  r e p o r t s  o f  them 
(pg.  3 ) ,  and a l s o  hea rd  t h a t  t h e  VC were d i s t r i b u t i n g  -
mourning t a b s  (pg.  4 ) .  He d i d  n o t  i n v e s t i g a t e  h imse l f  o r  
through any a g e n t s ,  because t h e  a r e a  was i n s e c u r e  (pg.  4 ) .  
He f e l t  t h a t  a l though  t h e r e  i s  much VC propaganda, he w a s  
s u s p i c i o u s  t h a t  something had taken  p l a c e  because u s u a l l y  
t h e r e  was a s m a l l  percen tage  of  t r u t h  t o  a s t o r y  (pgs.  4 ,  5 ) .  
He had n o t  t a l k e d  t o  t h e  people  from t h e  a r e a  i n  t h e  new 
r e s e t t l e m e n t  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  had 
been c a r r i e d  on ,  no t ab ly  f o r  L ieu t enan t  General  LAM (pg. 5 ) .  
Most of  t h e  peop le ,  a t  t h e  t ime o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  w e r e  
r ecognized  a s  VC spmpath izers ,  and it was n o t  normal t h a t  he  
would meet w i t h  them. H i s  f e a r  o f  be ing  a s s a s s i n a t e d  made 
It sensible ent tn talk l~ri+,hthese people (pg. 6 )  . His 
rumors had most o f  t h e  dea ths  be ing  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  a r t i l l e r y ,  
gunsh ips ,  and sma l l  arms f i r e  d u r i n g  t h e  b a t t l e  t o  e n t e r  t h e  
v i l l a g e  and t h e  hamlet  (pg. 6 )  . 

d.  America1 Div is ion  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  

He w a s  n o t  con tac t ed  by any Americans i n  March, 
A p r i l ,  o r  May concerning t h i s  m a t t e r .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he 
had n o t  had much c o n t a c t  w i th  them dur ing  t h e  y e a r  (pg.  8 )  . 
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Unsworn s ta tement  of Do Dinh LUYEN,  V i l l age  Chief 
of Son My Vi l l age ,  was taken a t  Quang Ngai Province Headquarters 
i n  Quang Ngai Ci ty ,  Republic of Vietnam, on 31 December 1969. 
The ques t ions  were posed t o  MR LUYEN by LTG PEERS and MR 
MACCRATE. A l s o  p resen t  w a s  LTC B i l l y  M. STANBERRY, who ac ted  
as  i n t e r p r e t e r .  Cer ta in  of t h e  ques t ions  were t r a n s l a t e d  by 
LTC STANBERRY i n t o  Vietnamese and c e r t a i n  of the  answers by 
MR LUYEN were t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  English by LTC STANBERRY. 

10: Would you s t a t e  your f u l l  name and o f f i c i a l  
pos i t ion?  

A. M r .  Do Dinh LUYEN, Vi l l age  Chief ,  Son My Vi l lage .  

Q. And how long have you been the  Vi l l age  Chief? 

A, Since 1965. 

Q. I n  1968 where d i d  you l i v e  with r e s p e c t  t o  
Son My Vi l lage?  

A. A t  t h e  v i l l a g e  headquarters  i n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  

Q. But no t  i n  Son My Vi l lage?  

A. More than  10 k i lometers  from t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q- When d id  you f i r s t  hea r  t h a t  something had 
happened i n  Tu Cung o r  Co Luy on about the  16th  o r  17th  of 
March 1968? 

A. The very same day of the  opera t ion ,  the  16th .  

Q - What d i d  you hear  on the  16th? 

A. On the  af te rnoon of t h e  16 th ,  some of t h e  people 
came o u t  of  t h e  area.  I d i d  n o t  meet any of those people,  
but  I heard r e p o r t s ,  secondhand, from o t h e r s  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  
on t h e  af te rnoon of t h e  16th.  

Q - What d i d  they t e l l  you? 
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A. They r e p o r t e d  t h e r e  w a s  an American o p e r a t i o n  
on t h a t  day. 

Q. . Was t h i s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  Thuan Yen Subhamlet? 

A. Thuan Yen Subhamlet. They r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
was an o p e r a t i o n  i n  Son My V i l l a g e ,  and one e lement  e n t e r e d  
Thuan Yen. The in fo rma t ion  t h a t  I heard  on t h a t  a f t e r -
noon w a s  t h a t  t h e  Americans had e n t e r e d  t h e  a r e a ,  had used 
a r t i l l e r y  and gunships ,  and had e n t e r e d  Thuan Yen Subhamlet. 
The r e s u l t s  they  d i d n ' t  r e p o r t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q- Nothing ' a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  

A. No r e s u l t s  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. Did you h e a r  anyth ing  about  ano the r  u n i t  going 
i n t o  Co Luy? 

I hea rd  no th ing  about  i t  on t h a t  day. 

Q *  What d i d  you h e a r  l a t e r ,  about Thuan Yen? 

A. S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  t h e  people  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  
t h e r e  had been some people  k i l l e d  b u t  n o t  more t h a n  30. 

Q. Not more t h a n  30? 

A. Not more t h a n  30.  

Q Did they  g i v e  any i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  number o f  
V i e t  Cong t h a t  w e r e  k i l l e d ?  

A. A l l  o f  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  I r e c e i v e d  was based 
on secondhand in fo rma t ion  and rumors. They d i d  r e p o r t  t h a t  
t h e r e  had been hundreds of VC k i l l e d .  They r e p o r t e d  less 
t h a n  30 c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d .  

Q- Did any a d d i t i o n a l  in format ion  come i n  
concerning Co Luy? 

(The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  respond.)  

We have some in fo rma t ion  from Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  
t h a t  you had d r a f t e d  a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Ch ie f ,  Lieuten-
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a n t  TAN, i n  which you provided q u i t e  a b i t  of information 
concerning people being k i l l e d  i n  Tu Cung and Co Luy. 

A. I repor ted  t h i s  o r a l l y .  I d id  not  w r i t e  a 
l e t t e r .  

Q This i s  what we understood those f i r s t  two 
paragraphs --
A.  ( In te rpos ing)  I repor ted  t h i s  information o r a l l y  
only and I repor ted  it as  rumors o r  information t h a t  I had 
rece ived  from people coming i n  from t h e  a rea .  I rece ived  
the  information secondhand, n o t  by i n t e r r o g a t i o n  o r  f ace-to-
face  meeting with the  people from t h e  area .  

Q - I f  it came secondhand, who d id  it come from? 

A. People on the  s t r e e t ,  sir. 

Q And you repor ted ,  genera l ly ,  t h e  information 
i n  these  two paragraphs t o  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Chief a t  Son Tinh? 

A. That ' s  c o r r e c t ,  sir.  

Q You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  i n  t h e .  second paragraph 
it does r e f e r  t o  90 people being k i l i e d  i n  Co Luy. 

A. Rumors. I heard t h i s  too .  

Q. But you . d i d  hear  rumors, though, t o  t h e  e f f e c t  
t h a t  some people had been k i l l e d  i n  Co Luy? 

A. I heard those rumors w i t h  t he  o t h e r s .  

Q Did you see  any VC propaganda l e a f l e t s  o r  hear  of 
anything t h a t  the  VC were doing f o r  propaganda on t h e  in-
c i d e n t  i n  Thuan Yen o r  Co Luy on t h e  16th of March? 

A. I d i d  n o t  see  a l e a f l e t  o r  any - of t h i s ,  but I 
d id  hear  r e p o r t s  of t h i s  a l s o .  

Q. And what were the  VC doing? 
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A. D i s t r i b u t i n g  (mourning) tabs. 

Q. Did you h e a r  of any (mourning) t a b s  they  were 
u s ing  f o r  t h e  people  of  Thuan Yen? 

A. I can e x p l a i n  why they do it when someone is 
k i l l e d ;  b u t  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  any th ing  about t h a t  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

Q- Any p o s t e r s  o r  s i g n s  o r  s logans?  

A. I would l i k e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  one more t i m e  t h a t  a l l  
of my in format ion  is based on goss ip  from t h e  s t r e e t .  I d i d  
h e a r  t h a t  t h e  VC were u s ing  propaganda t o  i n c i t e  t h e  people  
a g a i n s t  t h e  Americans. I heard  they  were doing it both  
o r a l l y  and w i t h  l e a f l e t s .  

Q. A f t e r  you hea rd  t h e s e  rumors, M r .  LUYEN, d i d  
you send any of your agen t s  o r  anybody o u t  t o  f i n d  o u t  
what might have happened i n  Thuan Yen o r  i n  Co Luy? 

A. The a r e a  w a s  completely i n secu re .  I could  n o t  
go o u t  t h e r e  nor  d i d  I a t t empt  t o  send anyone o u t ,  based on 
my knowledge t h a t  it would be i m p r a c t i c a l  and imposs ib le .  I 
would l i k e  t o  emphasize t h a t  they had attern-ped t o  a s s a s s i n a t e  
me a number of t imes.  I t  was based on my knowledge of t h e  
c i rcumstance ou t  t h e r e .  I t  would be complete ly  i n £  e a s i b l e .  
Therefore ,  f o r  t h a t  r ea son ,  I d i d  n o t  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e s e  
rumors and t h i s  gos s ip .  

Q. I unders tood t h a t  t h e r e  were people  coming o u t  of  
t h e r e  p e r i o d i c a l l y ,  women going t o  market and t h i n g s  l i k e  
t h a t .  Also,  M r .  LUYEN, you a r e  t h e  V i l l age  Chief and you do 
have an i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  people ,  whether they  a r e  VC o r  what 
t hey  a r e .  So I would wonder whether you made an e f f o r t  t o  
g a t h e r  in format ion .  

(Discuss ion  o f f  t h e  r eco rd  between MR LUYEN and 
t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r .  ) 

Did you b e l i e v e  t h e  in format ion  t h a t  was coming 
o u t ?  

A. You need t o  unders tand t h a t  you g e t  many propaganda 
s t o r i e s  such as  t h i s  from t h e  VC. I n  each case  you a r e  su-
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s p i c i o u s  t h a t  t h e r e  may be some element of t r u t h ,  b u t  a 
very smal l  percentage of t r u t h ,  t o  t h e  s t o r y .  Therefore,  
I was suspic ious  t h a t  something had taken p lace .  However, 
I be l ieved t h a t  most of i t  was VC propaganda. I d i d n ' t  
g e t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  exc i t ed  about it. 

MR MACCRATE: M r .  LUYEN, where do you l i v e  today? 

A. I n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  s i r .  V i l l a g e  headquar ters .  

9. Is t h i s  the  same p lace  t h a t - you l i v e d  i n  1968? 

A.  No, s i r .  I was j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  1968. 
I only re tu rned  t o  the  v i l l a g e  when i t  was p a c i f i e d .  . R e -
en te red  i n  September, 1 9 6 9 .  

8 - Are t h e r e  any people l i v i n g  t h e r e  with you now 
who l i v e d  i n  t h e  hamlet i n  March of  1968? 

A. There a r e  a number of people who l i v e  i n  Thuan 
Yen a t  t h e  time who previous ly  l i v e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Have you spoken with any of  them about what took 
p lace  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  March, 1968? 

A. No, I have no t  t a l k e d  with those  people. There 
have been numerous i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  conducted by people much 
h igher  than I ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  Lieu.tenant General LAM, and, he 
has no t  pe r sona l ly  t a l k e d  with t h e s e  people.  

Q. Did any of these  people come o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
back i n  1968? Were t h e r e  people who were going back and 
f o r t h  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. There were some people who l i v e d  i n  Thuan Yen a t  
t h e  t ime who normally went back and f o r t h  t o  market. 

Q e  When these  people went back and f o r t h  t o  market, 
d i d  they b r i n g  o u t  information as  t o  what had happened a t  the  
v i l l a g e  i n  March of 1968? 

A. I' rece ived  t h e  information secondhand. This  w a s  
t h e  source i n  goss ip  t h a t  was going on. 
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Q - Would you ever  make it a p o i n t  t o  meet such 
people a s  they came o u t  o f  the  v i l l a g e  s o  t h a t  you would keep 
i n  touch with them? 

A, Probably it is  a mat ter  of understanding the  s i t -
ua t ion  t h a t  e x i s t e d .  The s i t u a t i o n  was b a s i c a l l y  t h a t  most 
of those people were recognized t o  be VC sympathizers,  and 
it j u s t  i s n ' t  r o u t i n e  o r  normal t h a t  I would meet these  
people, I n  the  f i r s t  p l ace ,  I came back t o  the  p o i n t  t h a t  
I was somewhat f e a r f u l  of being assass ina ted .  I t  was j u s t  
n o t ,  i n  my opinion,  a s e n s i b l e  th ing  t o  do -- t o  go out  and 
g e t  t h i s  information from these  people who were from o u t s i d e  
the  ARVN secured a r e a  and from a VC c o n t r o l l e d  hamlet. 

Q Did you have s p e c i f i c  people working with you 
who would t a l k  t o  them f o r  you? 

A. No. But one more time I would l i k e  t o  p o i n t  ou t  
t h a t  I am a r e s i d e n t  -- my home is  Thuan Yen. I a m  from 
Thuan Yen, I know t h e  people ou t  the re .  These people a l l  
have members of t h e  family who a r e  a c t i v e  suppor te r s  of t h e  
VC o r  they were a t  t h i s  t ime. Therefore,  I d i d n ' t  send any-
one out .  To my knowledge, none of my people went o u t  and 
made con tac t  wi th  these  people. 

(Discussion of f  record .  ) 

I0: With r e s p e c t ,  M r .  LUYEN, as t o  t h e  information 
you were hear ing  from people,  it has a l ready been ind ica ted  
t h a t  somewhere i n  t h e  neighborhood of 400  c i v i l i a n s  were 
k i l l e d .  Did they i n d i c a t e  how they were k i l l e d  o r  anything 
about t h e  opera t ion  o r  anything of t h i s  na tu re?  

A.  According t o  t h e  information t h a t  I heard,  
through rumors and goss ip ,  a l l  of the  deaths  were the  r e s u l t  
of t h e  b a t t l e  t o  e n t e r  the  hamlet. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  they d id  not  
say t h e  Americans gathered people,  assembled them, and s h o t  
them. I d id  n o t  h e a r  anything about t h a t .  I heard they  were 
k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ,  gunsh ips ,  and sma1.l arms fire during t h e  
b a t t l e  t o  e n t e r  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  hamlet. 
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Q. I t h i n k  M r .  MACCRATE wants t o  ask a few ques t ions
about t h e  p r e s e n t  v i l l a g e .  

MR MACCRATE: Did you p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  s e l e c t i n g  t h e  f a m i l i e s  
t h a t  were t o  be r e s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  new v i l l a g e ?  

A .  I was a major p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  t h a t  opera t ion .  I 
appealed t o  t h e  people t o  come t o g e t h e r  and l i v e  i n  t h i s  new 
hamlet. 

Q* How d i d  you make con tac t  wi th  those who had l i v e d  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  while  you were away? 

A.  They conducted opera t ions  wi th  s o l d i e r s ,  RD cadre ,  
and p o l i c e .  Other elements a l s o  e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e .  We took 
t h e  VIS, Vietnamese Information Service  personnel .  I went 
i n  with a de lega t ion  and t o l d  t h e  people what was d e s i r e d  of 
them. I appealed t o  them t o  move o u t  of  t h e  a r e a  i n t o  t h e  new 
r e s e t t l e m e n t ,  and they accepted it. There was a l s o  a group of 
advisors  t h a t  went along. 

10: I would understand t h a t  i n  t h e  o ld  v i l l a g e  o r  ham-
l e t  of Thuan Yen, t h a t  t h e r e  s t i l l  a r e  a few o l d  people l i v i n g  
t h e r e ?  

A. There a r e  no c i v i l i a n s  l e f t  i n  t h e  o l d  hamlet.  
There a r e  s t i l l  some g u e r r i l l a s  who o p e r a t e  i n  and ou t  of t h a t  
a rea .  A l l  t h e  people have been , c a l l e d  o u t ,  promised r e s e t t l e -
ment allowances,  and s o  on. 

& I n  your new v i l l a g e  of Son My, do you have any 
people who formerly had l i v e d  i n  Co Luy? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  a r e  some. 

Q- About how many? 

'A.  Four o r  f i v e  f a m i l i e s .  

(Discussion o f f  record.)  

Q- M r .  LUYEN, we apprec ia te  very much your coming i n  
and he lp ing  us .  We a r e  t r y i n g  t o  pu t  t o g e t h e r  a l l  of t h e  f a c t s  
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of what happened i n  Thuan Yen and i n  Co Luy on the  1 6 t h  
and poss ib ly  t h e  17th  of March and t o  know whether o r  n o t  
it was proper ly  i n v e s t i g a t e d  by the Americans a t  t h a t  time. 
A t  t h a t  time i n  March, A p r i l ,  May, and i n  t h e  middle of 1968, 
d id  any Americans t a l k  t o  you about t h i s ?  

A. No. A l l  of l a s t  yea r ,  no. There was n o t  much 
con tac t  with t h e  Americans l a s t  year .  They opera ted  and 
nobody knew where, 

MR MACCRATE: Thank you again.  The hear ing  w i l l  r ecess ,  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1130 hours 31 December 
1969. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: MINH, Duong SGT, ARVM 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 1 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: America1 Divis ion Courtroom, 
Chu La i ,  Republic of Vietnam. 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  ,WRCH 1 9 6 8 :  I n t e r p r e t e r  f o r  Lieutenant  
JOHNSON of  t h e  52d M i l i t a r y  I n t e l l i g e n c e ,  OPCON t o  Task Force 
Barker. 

HIS KNOWLEDGE O F  THE OPERATION ON 16 W R C H  1968. 

a. His a r r i v a l  a t  My Lai ( 4 )  .----- ~...-

The wi tness  depar ted  Cuc Pho a t  about 0600 hours 
on 16 March with Lieutenant  JOHNSON (pg. 3 ) .  They went t o  
LZ Dot t i e  and then l e f t  i n  the second l i f t  of  t h e  combat 
a s s a u l t  (pg. 3) . They landed northwest of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
which was marked on Exh ib i t  P-166 with t h e  l e t t e r s  "LZ" 
(pg .  4 ) .  He agreed t h a t  t h e  l i f t  landed a t  0747 hours 
(pg .  4 )  . A f t e r  landing he s t ayed  wi th  Lieutenant  JOHNSON 
and with t h e  CP f o r  t h i r t y  minutes,  i n d i c a t e d  on Exh ib i t  
P-166 with a number "1" (pg. 4 )  . H e  heard much f i r i n g  
a f t e r  he landed which he recognized a s  M-60's and M-16's 
(pg. 4 ) .  H e  can d i s t i n g u i s h  between enemy weapons and 
American weapons and be l i eved  t h e  American weapons were 
predominately f i r i n g  (pq.  5 ) .  He d i d  no t  r e c a l l  any 
p r i s o n e r s  o r  suspec t s  being captured while  they were i n  
t h i s  i n i t i a l  pos i t ion .  He d id  r e c a l l  an  American br inging  
up a small  r a d i o  and a few documents which Sergeant  PHU 
looked over  (pg. 5 ) .  When t h e  s o l d i e r s  c l e a r e d  t h e  west 
end of  t h e  hamlet he and t h e  command group began t o  move 
o u t  (pg. 5 ) .  

b. H i s  movement through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

H e  d id  no t  know t h e  l o c a t i o n s  of t h e  var ious  
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p l a t o o n s  (pg. 5 )  , b u t  d i d  s e e  LO o r  15 people  move t o  
t h e  sou th  (pg. 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  P/LEDINA1s group 
moved t o  t h e  sou th  (pg. 6 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  
where he  e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  b u t  thought  it w a s  n e a r  a 
sma l l  pagoda, marked a s  number " 2 "  on E x h i b i t  P-166.  Upon 
e n t e r i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  he  n o t i c e d  t h a t  t h e  houses were a l l  
burning.  H e  drew a l i n e  on E x h i b i t  P-166 marking h i s  
cour se  th rough  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 7 )  . H e  d i d  n o t  i n i t i a l l y  
s e e  animals  o r  people  t h a t  had been k i l l e d ,  b u t  t hen  saw. 
co rpses  s c a t t e r e d  a long  t h e  road  which l e d  t o  t h e  school-  
house.  Some people  were k i l l e d  r i g h t  i n  t h e i r  houses ,  
and o t h e r s  were on t h e  road ,  b u t  a l l  were i n s i d e  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  This  i s  i n d i c a t e d  on E x h i b i t  P-166 wi th  a number 
l'3" (pg.  7 ) .  In t h e  second p a r t  o f  t h e  hamle t ,  he  n o t i c e d  
t h a t  a l l  t h e  animals  had been k i l l e d  and every  house was 
burn ing  (pg.  8 ) .  When they  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  schoolhouse they  
took a b reak  and wh i l e  he w a s  i n  t h e  a r e a  he s a w  a f o u r  
y e a r  o l d  c h i l d  be ing  s h o t  i n  f r o n t  of  a house,  i n d i c a t e d  
on E x h i b i t  P-166 by a number "4" .  A wounded s o l d i e r  
(CARTER) w a s  b rought  t o  t h e  same a r e a  and l a t e r  medevac'd 
(pg.  1 0 )  , i n d i c a t e d  a s  number " 6 "  on E x h i b i t  P-166 (pg.  11). 
He f e l t  t h a t  i t  took approximately  two hours  from t h e  t ime 
they  landed u n t i l  t h e i r  a r r i v a l  a t  t h e  schoolhouse,  where 
t hey  s t a y e d  f o r  about  20  minutes  and then  he and JOHNSON 
l e f t  by h e l i c o p t e r  f a r  ano the r  company (pg. 1 2 ) .  

c .  H i s  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  boa i e s  whi le  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
o f  My Lai  ( 4 )  . 

The c o r p s z s  of 1 0  t o  1 5  women and c h i l d r e n  were 
l o c a t e d  somewhere t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  schoolhouse.  H e  cou ld  
n o t  l o c a t e  it p r e c i s e l y  on t h e  nap (pg. 1 0 )  . H e  d i d  n o t  see 
a d i t c h  w i t h  peopre  I n  it ipg.  i3). He es t imated  a t o t a l  o f  
25 t o  30 bod ie s  o f  women and c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 13 )  . 
He d i d  n o t  see any bodies  o f  men (pg. 1 3 ) .  He d i d  n o t  see 
any of  t h e  people  be ing  k i l l e d ,  and f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  
because most of t h e  f i g h t i n g  was f i n i s h e d  by t h e  t i m e  
CP group g o t  t h e r e  (pg.  23) . 

the 

d. The i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of  an o l d  man. 

was 
The w i t n e s s  saw two o l d  men i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

an o l d  b l i n d  and deaf man. He d i d  n o t  know what 
One 

happened t o  t h i s  man (pg. 11). The o t h e r  was an o l d  deaf  
man who had some c h i l d r e n  wi th  him (pg.  11). He d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  an o l d  man t - e l l i n g  him t h a t  30 o r  4 0  VC had l e f t  
b e f o r e  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  (pg.  11). He s t a t e d  t h a t  people  
always say  " t h e  VC j u s t  l e f t  o r  t h e  VC l e f t  a day o r  two 
days ago". 
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He f e l t  t h e  people s a i d  t h i s  i n  o rde r  t o  keep from g e t t -  
i n g  shot .  It  was normal r o u t i n e  and genera l ly  he passed ' 

it t o  t h e  u n i t  commander b u t  he d i d  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  re -
c a l l  doing it t h a t  day (pg. 2 2 )  . 

e ,  H i s  complaints t o  JOHNSON and MEDINA. 

A t  t h e  s c h ~ o l h ~ u s ehe approached JOHNSON and asked 
why t h e  people and t h e i r  animals had been k i l l e d  (pg.9) .  
JOHNSON t o l d  him t h a t  " I  d o n ' t  understand t h i s  ac t ion"  
(pg. 1 0 ) .  He then  went t o  t h e  company commander and asked 
t h e  same ques t ion .  MEDINA t o l d  him t h a t  "he had rece ived  
o rde r s  t o  do t h a t "  (pg. 1 0 )  . MEDINA d i d  n o t  t e l l  who had 
given him t h e  o rde r s  (pg. 1 8 ) .  Both d i scuss ions  occurred 
i n  the v i c i n i t y  of  t h e  sehoolhouse (pg. 10) . 

f .  A c t i v i t i e s  with B/4/3. 

Be and LSeutens?:t 70HNSON w e r e  s i r - l i f t e d  t o  the 
l o c a t i o n  of B/4/3 (pg. 1 2 ) .  He was n o t  s u r e  i f  t h e  photo- 
grapher  was a i r l i f t e d  with them b u t  d i d  r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h e  
photographer a t  both i o c a t i o n s  (pg. 1 2 ) .  When they a r r i v e d  
they joined t h e  CPipg. 1 3 ) .  There were about 15 people,  an 
o l d  man, some women, and some c h i l d r e n ,  who had been 
ceptured and he  sfid JCFNSON t-hem (pg. 1 4 )  .i~ t ~ r r o g a - t e d .  
They rece ived  no information of s i g n i f i c a n c e  about the VC 
b u t  d i d  capture  a canteen,  a green aniform, and some o t h e r  
suspected VC equipment (pg.  1 4 ) .  A l l  t h e  people were 
r e l e a s e d  except  f o r  one o l d  nan who was taken a s  a guide 
t o  avoid mines (pg. 1 5 ) .  A f t e r  15 o r  20 minutes t h e  CP 
moved t o  t h e  nor th  o r  northwest t o  a cemetery (pg. 1 4 ) .  A t  
the cemetery they had lunch and were io ined  by t h r e e  
2d ARVN ~ i v i s i o n  s o l d i e r s  (pg. 14), and t h r e e  o r  four  
Nat ional  Po l i ce  (pg. 1 5 ) .  They remained i n  t h e  graveyard 
u n t i l  about 1500 hours when he and JOHNSON re turned  by 
h e l i c o p t e r  t o  LZ ~ o t t i e  (pgs. 15 ,  2 4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  s e e  
Char l i e  company i n  t h e  a rea  of t h e  cemetery before  he l e f t  
(pg. 1 5 ) .  He d i d  n o t  see t h e  National  Po l i ce  harm any 
of t h e  p r i s o n e r s ,  although he s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Nat ional  
Po l i ce  assumed r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  a l l  of t h e  p r i s o n e r s  
when they  a r r i v e d  (pg. 1 6 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  
Sergeant  H I E N  who was Captain KOTOUC1s i n t e r p r e t e r .  
(pgs.  1 6 ,  17) . 
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g. Events a t  LZ D o t t i e .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e o r i g i n a l l y  expected  
t o  remain o u t  f o r  f o u r  days and was s u r p r i s e d  when JOHNSON 
t o l d  him t h a t  they  w e r e  r e t u r n i n g  t o  LZ D o t t i e  on 16 March 
(pg. 1 8 ) .  A t  D o t t i e  he aga in  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
o f  t h e  k i l l i n g  of  t h e  Vietnamese people  i n  t h e  hamlet  wi th  
JOHNSON (pg. 1 8 ) .  H e  went t o  t a l k  wi th  BARKER and CALHOUN 
about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  b u t  was a f r a i d  t o  r e p o r t  d i r e c t l y  t o  
them and t r i e d  t o  encourage JOHNSON t o  r e p o r t  it. JOHNSON 
t o l d  him he would " t a k e  c a r e  of i t "  and f o r  him "not  t o  worry 
about  it" (pg. 1 8 ) .  They remained a t  LZ ~ o t t i e  f o r  f o u r  
days and d i d  n o t  r e t u r n  t o  LZ Bronco o r  Duc Pho t h a t  n i g h t  
(pg. 18) . While they  were r e t u r n i n g  t o  Duc Pho, f o u r  days 
l a t e r ,  he aga in  sugges ted  t h a t  JOHNSON r e p o r t  it  t o  
Captain LABRIOLA and once aga in  JOHNSON t o l d  him "not  t o  
worry about  it" (pg. 1 9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  remind JOHNSON aga in  
nor  d i d  he  h e a r  what a c t i o n  was taken by JOHNSON (pg. 1 9 ) .  
While a t  LZ D o t t i e  he d i d  n o t  s e e  C h a r l i e  Company come i n  
from t h e  f i e l d  (pg. 24) . He d i d  n o t  s e e  o r  h e a r  o f  a group 
of  o f f i c e r s  meeting a t  LZ ~ o t t i eon 18 March (pg. 2 4 ) .  
While he and JOHNSON remained t h e r e ,  they  i n t e r r o g a t e d  some 
s u s p e c t s  i n c l u d i n g  a VC p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r  (pgs.  24, 2 5 ) .  
He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a nurse  b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were men 
and women among t h e  people they  i n t e r r o g a t e d  (pg. 2 5 ) .  

h. I n q u i r i e s  concerning t h e  a s s a u l t .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he never  heard  anything 
about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  being conducted i n t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
(pg. 2 5 ) .  He d i d  d iscus ' s  t h e  i n c i d e n t  once w i t h  Sergean t  

H I E N  (pgs .  25, 2 6 ) .  I n  November o r  December he went t o  
Quang Ngai and appeared b e f o r e  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  headed by 
Senator  DON (pg. 2 6 ) .  He was a l s o  ques t ioned  by t h e  C I D  
(pg. 2 6 ) .  Other  than  t h e s e  i n c i d e n t s  he d i d  n o t  d i s c u s s  
i t  w i t h  anyone (pg. 2 7 ) .  

i. His knowledge of  Co Luy. 

During h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  o f  women and c h i l d r e n  
wi th  B/4/3 he d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  any informat ion  on Co Luy 
o r  My Khe. The people only  mentioned t h e  mines i n  t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  (pg. 1 7 ) .  H e  l a t e r  b t a t e d  t h a t  he had ,never 
heard  anything about  people be ing k i l l e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  
Co Luy o r  My Khe (pg. 2 6 ) .  
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EXHIBITS 

NUMBER DESCRIPTION-- --	 NOTES PAGES 
i W i t  id en ti fie^ PHU 1 

Miscellaneous Scene. b u t  d i d  no t  r e c a l l  
t h e  o l d  b l l n d  man. 

W l t  l d e n t l r l e a  a s  a 
MiscePlaneous Scene group around CARTER 20 

-Wit I d e n t l t l e d  a s  

P-7. Miscellaneous Scenes CARTER. 20 

t h r u  

P-9 

Miscellaneous Scene 	 group around 
CAR'L'SK w i t h  JOHN-
i n  t h e  backqround. 20 

IMiscellaneous Scene 	 I d e n t i f i e d  CARTER. 2P ------. .- ---	 . - .m w -
Miscellaneous Scene 7a s  s i ~ g ' ~ ~ d t E u-

edge of t h e  raod. 
20 


W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  as  
Miscellaneous . .-Scene- group of people I-- .----. . .- I a 

1 i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of t h e  cernetary . 2 1  
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  him-

Miscellaneous Scene s e l f  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  
c i v i l i a n s  a f t e r  he 

Miscellaneous Scene 	 himself and LT. 
JOHNSON - -71-
i n t e r r o g a t i n g  
an -.old woman. 

21
-
wit l a e n t l l l e a  

Miscellaneous Scene himself and LT 
JOIL.C?SUN-questioninig 
a young man. I 2 1  
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EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 
1'i W i t  i a e n t i f i e d  an I 

P-22 Misce l laneous  Scene o l d  man who w a s  t h e  
guide through t h e  
m i n e f i e l d .  21 


P-23 Misce l laneous  Scene s e l f  q u e s t i o n i n g  a 
group,  and MICHLES 
on t h e  l e f t .  2 2  

I Wit i d e n t i f i e d  it 
P-26 Misce l laneous  Scene a s  LZ D o t t i e .  19 

W i t  i d e n t i t i e d  LT 
y a n e o u s scene  JOHNSON i n  back- 

groufid. 
. 20 

W l t  sa.w a s l m l l l a r  
P-41,. Misce l laneous  Scene scene e x c e p t  t h e  

bod le s  were l n  a 
rice paddy. 

P-58 MiscelPaneous Scene s e l f  and JOHNSON 

I 

P-66. Misce l laneous  Scenes 1 old man wi th  two I 
and... children and P H U .  
P-16 20 

Wit marked t h e  
P-166 A e r i a l  photo  of t h e  . 1 l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  L Z :  4 

l W i t  marked t h e  I 

L.
wit marKed nls - .- .-
p o i n t  of  e n t r y  i n47  

.---
l a g e  w l t n  a 

6
-
cour se  through t h e  7 -
v i l l a g e  w i t h  a l i n e .  

SUM APP T-97

tS 

CONFIDENTIAL 



--- 

-- 

CONFIDENTIAL 

EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 
P-166 X i t  marked t h e  
(cont .  ) genera l  l o c a t i o n  of-

bodies I n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  with " 3 . "  7 , 8  
Wit marked t h e  
l o c a t i o n  of ths' body 
of a four  y e a r  o 
c h i l d  with 
m e d L* 
l o c a t i o n  of bodies  )" ----i n  a p a d 7 r w I t T  "5. 

9 
W i t  marked t h e  
l o c a t i o n  of t h e  
CARTER dust-off  

1- .:+:- .. e r. 2 11" "  L'" 0, II 

I
i 

i 

1 

! 


1 ! 
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Unsworn s t a t emen t  of SGT M I N H  was taken  a t  
America1 Div i s ion  courtroom, Chu L a i ,  Republ ic  of Vietnam, 
on 1 January 1970. The q u e s t i o n s  were posed t o  SGT M I N H  
by LTG PEERS and MR MACCRATE. Also p r e s e n t  was LTC B i l l y  
M. STANBERRY, who ac t ed  a s  i n t e r p r e t e r .  C e r t a i n  of t h e  
q u e s t i o n s  were t r a n s l a t e d  by LTC STANBERRY i n t o  Vietnamese 
and c e r t a i n  of the answers by SGT MINH were t r a n s l a t e d  
i n t o  Eng l i sh  by LTC STANBERRY. 

10: Would you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, p l e a s e ?  

A.  My f u l l  name i s  Doung M I N H .  

Q. And your  grade? 

A.  S t a f f  Sergeant .  

Q And your  s e r v i c e  number? 

Q - And what i s  your ass ignment ,  SGT MINH? 

A. I ' m  working wi th  C h a r l i e  Company, 2d B a t t a l i o n ,  
1st  I n f a n t r y ,  1st Brigade,  America1 Div i s ion .  

Q . -Firsti-- I would like to t e l l  you a- l i t t l e  about 
o u r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

A. Y e s .  

Q I was appoin ted  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army 
and ou r  Chief of S t a f f ,  General  WESTMORELAND, t o  i n v e s t i -
g a t e  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t  and t o  de te rmine  t h e  f a c t s  and 
c i rcumstances  connected w i t h  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  
I w a s  asked t o  check i n t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  
and t o  de te rmine  whether  o r  n o t  t hey  w e r e  adequate .  I am 
a l s o  t o  de te rmine  i f  t h e  reviews of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  were 
adequa te  and i f  t h e r e  was any a t t e m p t  t o  suppres s  inform-
a t i o n  o r  t o  cover  up the  i n c i d e n t  by t h e  people  who were 
i nvo lved  i n  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f  o r  by t h e  people  who shou ld  
have conducted t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I n  conduct ing t h i s  i n -
v e s t i g a t i o n  we have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us any tes t imony 
which has  been taken  by any American o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n v e s t i -
g a t i n g  any a s p e c t  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o r  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  For 
example, I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  m e  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  which 
you made t o  t h e  C I D .  
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The American w i t n e s s e s  a r e  p laced  under o a t h  
and make sworn s t a t e m e n t s .  W e  have n o t  asked t h e  same o f  
t h e  Vietnamese, b u t  w e  would l i k e  t o  have each of them , 
t e l l  us as much a s  he knows about t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  Our re-
p o r t ,  which I w i l l  g i v e  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Army and 
t o  General  WESTMORELAND, w i l l  be  c l a s s i f i e d ,  b u t  because 
of  t h e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  by o u r  Congress and by 
o u r  peop le ,  it i s  very  l i k e l y  t h a t  p a r t s  of it w i l l  be  re-
l e a s e d  t o  Congress and p a r t  of it may become a m a t t e r  of 
p u b l i c  knowledge. 

Bes ides  myse l f ,  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  s e n i o r  
Army o f f i c e r s  working w i t h  me on t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  on my r i g h t  i s  M r .  MACCRATE, who i s  a c i v i l i a n  
lawyer.  H e  is  a well-known lawyer i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  
and he has  vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of the 
Army t o  work w i t h  m e ,  g i v i n g  l e g a l  counse l  and advice .  
M r .  MACCRATE may a l s o  have ques t ions  of you today.  

The members of t h e  United S t a t e s  m i l i t a r y  
s e r v i c e  a r e  b e i n g  d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e i r  t es t i -
mony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  anybody. W e  cannot i s s u e  
such i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  you,  b u t  we would ask t h a t  you n o t  
d i s c u s s  it w i t h  o t h e r  people .  

What was your  du ty  assignment on 16 March 
1968? 

A. I w a s  an i n t e r p r e t e r  f o r  52d M i l i t a r y  I n t e l -
i i g e n c e .  

Q - S t a t i o n e d  where? 

A. I n  Duc Pho. 

Q With t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade? 

A.  Working w i t h  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade.  

Q. When d i d  you e n t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  
a r e a  of  Son My V i l l a g e ?  

A. 1 do n o t  know e x a c t l y  which day b u t  some-
t i m e  dur ing  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  1968. 

Q. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  when d i d  you e n t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
i n t o  what i s  now r e f e r r e d  .to a s  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  
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A, I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know which hamlet. I only 
know we went o u t  around Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  wi th  elements 
of Task Force Barker. 

il. Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  yes .  And whom were you
se rv ing  with as  an i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A. I was an i n t e r p r e t e r  f o r  F i r s t  Lieutenant  
JOHNSON. 

Q e  The opera t ion  i n t o  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  Son 14y
Vi l l age ,  took p lace  s t a r t i n g  a t  0730 on t h e  morning of t h e  
16th of March. What time d i d  you leave  Duc Pho t o  jo in  
the  opera t ion?  

A. I l e f t  Duc Pho about 0600 o r  0630 i n  t h e  
morning. 

Q- And you went t o  where? 

A. I went t o  LZ Dott ie .  That was Task Force 
Barker ' s  home. 

0. Do you remember i n  which l i f t  of t h e  combat 
a s s a u l t  you went? 

A. I be l i eve  I went o u t  on t h e  second l i f t .  

Q =  Second l i f t .  And you accompanied Lieutenant 
JOHNSON? 

A. Right,  sir. 

Q I have here  an a e r i a l  photo of My Lai ( 4 ) .  

(The wi tness  was o r i e n t e d  t o  Exh ib i t  P-1 and 
i t s  s c a l e . )  

On the  map, he re  i s  My Lai ( 4 ) ,  you w i l l  no-
t i c e  Highway 521. 
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When you came i n  and landed ,  you landed i n  an LZ about  
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  Is t h a t  t h e  way you remember it, 
w e s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Northwest of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q This  is n o r t h  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . Mark where you
t h i n k  t h e  LZ is. (Witness i n d i c a t e d  approximate l o c a t i o n  
of LZ on the a e r i a l  photo.  A e r i a l  photo was l a t e r  e n t e r e d  
i n z o  ev idence  as E x h i b i t  P-166.) 

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  t h a t  i s  f i n e .  Put  i n  t h e  le t ters  
LZ. Now t h e  second l i f t  landed a t  0747. 

A. Y e s .  

Q Tha t  i s  j u s t  t o  g ive  you a s t a r t i n g  p o i n t .  
Now, when you landed i n  t h e  LZ, what d i d  you do? 

A. I s t a y e d  o u t s i d e  of t h e  fence  h e r e  w i t h  Lieu-
t e n a n t  JOHNSON and wi th  t h e  CP f o r  perhaps  30 minutes .  

Q P l e a s e  mark t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  command group
w i t h  a number 1. 

(The w i t n e s s  d i d  a s  r eques t ed ,  adding t h e  
le t ters  CP.)  

Q - Did anyth ing  happen t h e r e  t h a t  you remember? 

A. A f t e r  w e  l anded ,  f o r  a p e r i o d  of t ime we heard  
much f i r i n g .  But I t h i n k  it was on ly  M-60's and M-16's, 
ou r  weapons. 

Q Can you recognize  enemy weapons, such  as 
AK-47, WG--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  I have s u f f i c i e n t  exper ience .  
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A t  t h a t  time I th ink  I could d i s t i n g u i s h  between 
our  weapons and t h e i r s .  I b e l i e v e  it was predominately 
our  weapons f i r i n g .  

Q What happened then? 

A, We waited i n  t h i s  a rea  f o r  about h a l f  an 
hour u n t i l  t h e  s o l d i e r s  had searched through t h i s  
a r e a ,  the  near  a rea  of t h e  hamlet. 

Q The west end of t h e  hamlet? 

A. Yes. 

Cr And then  what happened? 

A. And then we s t a r t e d  through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Did you s e e  Captain MEDINA and h i s  command 
group go down t o  the  south i n  t h i s  a m a  ( i n d i c a t i n g - ) .  

A. There was a cap ta in  company commander h e r e  with 
us. I do n o t  k n ~ wh i s  name. I was near  him and I th ink  
t h a t  he was t h e r e  during t h e  30-minute pe r iod  t h a t  I was 
t h e r e .  

Q When you were a t  t h a t  l o c a t i o n  wi th  Lieutenant  
JOHNSON,  d i d  you rece ive  any p r i s o n e r s ,  any captured docu-
ments o r  m a t e r i a l ,  o r  anything of t h i s  v a r i e t y ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember any p r i s o n e r s  o r  cap-
t u r i n g  any suspec t s ,  bu t  I do remember an American bring-
i n g  up a smal l  r a d i o  and a small  amount of documents. 

Q - What d i d  you do with those? 

A. Sergeant  P H U  looked those over .  I d o n ' t  know 
what he d i d  w i t h  them. I saw them, b u t  I d i d n ' t  do any-
th ing  wi th  them and d o n ' t  remember anything s p e c i f i c  
about them. 

Q - The 1st Platoon was on t h e  r i g h t ,  and t h e  2d 
Platoon on t h e  l e f t .  The 3d Platoon was back h e r e  Qindica-
t i n g )  . 
A. I didn '  t know t h a t .  

( M I N H )  5 

CONFIDENTIAL 

APP T-97 



CONFIDENTIAL 

Did you s e e  any e lements  from back h e r eQ 
( i n d i c a t i n g )  go t o  t h e  sou th?  

A. Yes. During t h e  t ime t h a t  I was h e r e  I saw 
some s o l d i e r s  move from t h i s  area i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  ( i n -
d i c a t i n g )  . Not many, b u t  some. 

Q Maybe a squad? 

A. Ten o r  f i f t e e n  peop le ,  p o s s i b l y  more. 

Q When you were h e r e ,  d i d  you see p a r t  of t h i s  
group come around t o  s e a r c h  up i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  i n  the rice 
paddy ( i n d i c a t i n g )  ? 

A. I on ly  saw them going i n t o  t h i s  a r e a .  I 
c o u l d n ' t  s e e  up i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q I s e e .  A f t e r  t h i s  group went t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  
do you remember Captain  MEDINA going sou th  i n t o  t h i s  
a r e a  w i t h  h i s  command group ( i n d i c a t i n g )? 

A. H e  cou ld  have,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember anyth ing  
about  it. I f  he  d i d ,  I d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  it. 

Q - When you d i d  go i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  you go 
i n  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  o r  d i d  you come i n  from t h e  rounded 
corner hers  r ic-~ingdavn azd thee zsming i n  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

A. I d o n P t  remember e x a c t l y  where we went i n ,  
b u t  I do r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e r e  was a s m a l l  pagoda a t  t h e  p o i n t  
where I e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I d o n ' t  know where it i s  
on t h e  map, b u t  t h a t  i s  where w e  en t e red .  

Q. W e  have some informat ion  t h a t  t h e r e  was a 
smal l  pagoda i n  about  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  Mark 
t h a t  w i t h  a  number 2 t o  i n d i c a t e  where you e n t e r e d  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  (Witness marks map w i t h  a 2 where he e n t e r e d  
t h e  v i l l a g e . )  

Q Do you r e c a l l  what you d i d  when you e n t e r e d  
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  Did you s e e  anyth ing?  

A. I saw a l l  t h e  houses burn ing  i n  t h e  a r e a  
t h a t  we w e r e  moving i n t o  and on bo th  s i d e s .  
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Q. Did you see any animals  o r  people  t h a t  had 
been k i l l e d ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  anyth ing  k i l l e d  when w e  f i r s t  
e n t e r e d .  

Q - Can you draw a g e n e r a l  l i n e  of  where you
weiit through t h e  hamlet?  

A. I n i t i a l l y ,  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  a road  and w e  went 
i n  and o u t  of t h e  houses (do ing  a s  r e q u e s t e d ) .  

Q Did you fol low a z igzag  course  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. Where d i d  you end up? 

A. I came t o  a s m a l l  schoolhouse.  I t h i n k  i t  
w a s  on t h e  s o u t h e a s t  s i d e  of  t h e  hamlet .  

b 
K Q. Did you come t o  a schoolhouse f i r s t  o r  d i d  

you come t o  a road  where you saw some bod ie s  on t h e  road? 

Ld 
P A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I s a w  some co rpses  b e f o r e  I g o t  
-4 t o  t h e  schoolhouse.  There w a s  a smal l  road i n  t h e  halitlet 

and w e  fol lowed t h a t  road.  I n  t h e  second p a r t  of t h e  ham-
l e t  w e  came t o  an a r e a  where t h e r e  was a road ,  and I d i d  
s e e  some corpses  s c a t t e r e d  h e r e  and t h e r e  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

Q. Were t h e s e  bod ie s  on t h e  road i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
o r  were t hey  i n  t h e  road w i t h  r i c e  paddies  on e i t h e r  s i d e ?  

A. There w e r e  some people  k i l l e d  r i g h t  i n  t h e i r  
houses .  

Q. I n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. There a l s o  were some on t h e  road.  I n s i d e  t h e  
v i l l a g e  t h e r e  were some t h a t  were l y i n g  on t h e  l i t t l e  
road and some n e a r  t h e  houses .  But t hey  w e r e  i n s i d e  t h e  
camp, n o t  o u t s i d e .  

Q. Mark t h e  p o i n t  where you t h i n k  you s a w  t h e  
co rpses  i n  t h e  hamlet  w i th  a number 3 .  

A. They were s c a t t e r e d  a l l  ove r  i n  an area s o  
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t h i s  number 3 w i l l  be  p l aced  j u s t  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  
of where t hey  were. 

Q i. W e  unders tand t h a t  t h a t  i s  r a t h e r  g e n e r a l .  

A. I a l s o  n o t i c e d  i n  t h i s  second p a r t  of t h e  ham-
l e t  t h a t  a l l  t h e  c a t t l e ,  t h e  dogs, t h e  ch ickens ,  every-
t h i n g  had been k i l l e d .  Every house was burning.  

Q- How many dead noncombatants -- women, c h i l d r e n ,  
and o l d  men -- d i d  you see i n  t h i s  area. 

A. I n  t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t  of t h e  hamlet ,  b e f o r e  I 
a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  schoolhouse,  I saw about 10 o r  maybe 15 
women and c h i l d r e n  k i l l e d .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  any men. 

Q *  Y e s .  Now would you i n d i c a t e  where you went 
nex t  o r  where you t h i n k  t h e  schoolhouse is  loca t ed .  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  w e  fo l lowed t h i s  road ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
I d o n ' t  know i f  i t ' s  over  h e r e  o r  over  h e r e  ( p o i n t i n g  t o  
approximate l o c a t i o n  on map) . 
Q- Wnen you reached t h i s  p o i n t  d i d  you see any 
bodies  on t h e  road? 

A. A t  t h e  t i m e  we a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  schoolhouse 
w e  t c d r  a hrezk. I was w i t h  Lienterrailt JO';INSC?U' and the 
company command group a t  t h a t  t i m e .  So I moved around t h e  
a r e a  some a t  t h a t  t ime by myself .  I saw a young c h i l d  
approximately  4 y e a r s  o l d  t h a t  had been k i l l e d  i n  f r o n t  of 
a house.  

Q P l e a s e  mark t h a t  w i t h  a number 4 .  

A .  I t h i n k  it was r i g h t  h e r e  n e a r  t h e  road 
(doing a s  r e q u e s t e d )  . 
Q Did you see any o t h e r  bodies?  

A. I went i n z o  t h e  house and I found an o l d  man 
yho w a s  probably 90  y e a r s  o l d .  H e  was a l s o  b l i n d  and 
dea f .  I t r i e d  t o  ask him about  t h e  VC b u t  he c o u l d n ' t  
t e l l  m e  any th ing .  A f t e r  t h a t  I s a w  t h e  Americans p u l l  
him o u t  of  t h e  house and burn h i s  house. So I r e t u r n e d  t o  
t h e  schoolhouse --
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Q 0 ( In te rpos ing)  What h.appened t o  t h e  o l d  man? 

A. Af te r  t h a t ,  I d o n ' t  know what happened t o  t h e  
o ld  man. So I re turned  t o  the  schoolhouse. Abnut 15 o r  
20 meters from t h e  schoolhouse on the  edge of t h e  rocd 
o u t  by t h e  r i c e  paddies ,  I saw about 10 o r  15 women and 
c h i l d r e n  t h a t  had been k i l l e d .  

Q Would t h a t  be i n  t h i s  a rea  along t h i s  road 
( i n d i c a t i n g )? 

A. Right about he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g  p o i n t  on map). 

Q - Did it have r i c e  paddies  on both s i d e s  of t h e  
road? 

A. No, s ir .  On one s i d e  was a paddy and on t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e  was t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t  was r i g h t  about here .  
Would you l i k e  me t o  put  a number 5 the re?  

Q Yes.- .. 

(The wi tness  d i d  a s  requested.)  

And a t  t h a t  p o i n t  you saw 10 t o  15 women and 
c h i l d r e n  t h a t  had been k i l l e d ;  l y i n g  i n  t h e  road? 

A. No, s i r ,  bes ide  t h e  road i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy. 

Q Beside the  road i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy? But it was 
1 0  t o  15? 

A. Yes. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  But it was 1 0  t o  15? 

A .  I t  could have been more. But i t .was very near  
t h e  schoolhouse. 

Q What happened a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. So a t  t h a t  t ime, I went back t o  meet Lieutenant  
JOHNSON a t  t h e  schoolhouse. I asked Lieutenant  JOHNSON why 
the  Americans had k i l l e d  a l l  t h e  people he re  and burned 
t h e i r  houses and k i l l e d  t h e i r  animals. He s a i d ,  "I ' m  j u s t  
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an  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r ;  I d o n ' t  unders tand  t h i s  a c t i o n . "  
So then  I met t h e  c a p t a i n  company commander. I asked him 
t h e  same t h i n g ,  and he t o l d  m e  t h a t  he  had r e c e i v e d  o r d e r s  
t o  do t h a t .  

Q 0. Did he say  who gave him t h e  o r d e r s  t o  do t h a t ?  

A. ' ~e j u s t  s a i d  t h a t  h e ' d  r ece ived  o r d e r s .  H e  
d id  n o t  say  who gave him t h e  o r d e r s .  

Q bout where on t h e  map d i d  you t a l k  t o  t h e  
c a p t a i n ?  

A. I n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  schoolhouse.  A s  b e s t  
I r e c a l l ,  t h e  house of t h e  o l d  man was on t h e  east s i d e  
o f  t h e  schoolhouse., The co rpses  o f  t h e  1 0  o r  15  women 
and c h i l d r e n  t h a t  had been k i l l e d  were on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  
of  t h a t  house. I c a n ' t  l o c a t e  it p r e c i s e l y  on t h e  map 
h e r e .  

Q Did you s e e  a co lo red  s o l d i e r  who had been 
s h o t  through t h e  f o o t ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  H e  was s h o t  i n  t h e  f o o t .  

Q Where d i d  you s e e  him? 

A. H e  w a s  wounded somewhere else, I t h i n k  ove r  
i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  and brought  back t o  t h e  CP. 

Q. The CP w a s  a t  t h e  schoolhouse? 

A. The CP was a t  t h e  schoolhouse.  

& Okay. Now a h e l i c o p t e r  came i n  t o  p ick  him up, 
a d u s t o f f ?  

A. Y e s . .  

Q. Where d i d  it land?  

A. I t  landed r i g h t  out here in f r o n t  of t h e  
schoolhouse.  

Q Right up h e r e  o r  over  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

Perhaps r i g h t  o u t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I t  w a s  
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i n  f r o n t  of the  schoolhouse. 

Q Put  down a  number 6 t o  mark t h e  l o c a t i o n  where 
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  landed. 

A. I remember t h e  road t h a t  went ou t  by t h a t  a rea .  

(The witness  marked t h e  a r e a  a s  reques ted . )  

Q- Did anything e l s e  happen while  you were i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. I j u s t  observed t h a t  t h e  houses were a l l  being 
burned and t h e  people were a l l  be ing  k i l l e d .  Of course I 
wasn ' t  s u r e ,  bu t  I be l ieved t h a t  perhaps everybody i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  had been k i l l e d  except  f o r  t h e  o l d ,  b l i n d ,  and deaf 
man. I d o n ' t  know what happened t o  him a f t e r  I l e f t .  

Q. Did you s e e  another  o l d  man t h a t  had a couple 
of smal l  boys with h i m ?  He was c a r r y i n g  one and holding Cn 


K t h e  o t h e r ,  perhaps around i n  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

A. Yes. I met him up i n  t h i s  a rea .  He was a l s o  
deaf .  

Did you t a l k  t o  him? 

A. I t r i e d  t o  t a l k  t o  him, bu t  he was a l s o  deaf .  

&. Where d i d  you t a l k  t o  t h e  o l d  man who t o l d  you 
t h a t  t h e r e  had been 30 o r  40 VC i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  b u t  they had 
l e f t  be fo re  t h e  cornbat a s s a u l t  i n  t h e  morning? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember anybody t e l l i n g  m e  t h a t .  

Q e  Well, I ' v e  t a l k e d  t o  Lieutenant  JOHNSON and 
a l s o  t o  Captain MEDINA and they both i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you 
t a l k e d  t o  an o l d  man. 

A .  We picked up some miscellaneous information 
h e r e  and t h e r e ,  but  I d o n ' t  recall r ece iv ing  any information 
t h a t  t h e  VC l e f t  t h e  hamlet before  we g o t  t h e r e .  

Q. What t i m e  was it when you a r r i v e d  down i n  t h i s  
a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and how - long d i d  you s t a y  here? 

From about t he  time I landed u n t i l  we a r r i v e d  
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a t  the schoolhouse was about  two hours .  

Q When you w e r e  i n  t h e  schoolhouse a r e a  and down 
i n  h e r e  where you s a w  t h e  b o d i e s ,  d i d  you a l s o  see a photo-
grapher?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h e r e  w a s  a man. 

Q And how much longe r  d i d  you s t a y  i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. I w a s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  about  1 5  o r  20 minutes .  

Q Y e s ,  and t h e n  what happened? 

A. F ive  o r  t e n  minutes  a f t e r  I t a l k e d  w i t h  Lieuten-
a n t  JOHNSON and Captain  MEDINA about  t h i s ,  a h e l i c o p t e r  came 
i n  and p icked  up myself ,  L i eu t enan t  JOHNSON,  and t h e  photo-
g raphe r  and took  us up t o  ano the r  company. 

Q Was t h c r e  a l s o  ano the r  man wi th  t h e  photo-
g r a p h e r ,  a r e p o r t e r ?  

A. I a m  n o t  r e a l  s u r e  who a l l  went. I ' m  a l s o  n o t  
s u r e  they  went on t h e  same a i r c r a f t  w e  d i d ,  b u t  t hey  w e r e  CV 
a t  bo th  l o c a t i o n s .  They were a t  t h e  schoolhouse j u s t  p r i o r  CV 
t o  our  l eav ing ;  and when I a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  o t h e r  company C') 

a r e a ,  they  w e r e  t h e r e .  
N 

Q One was a photographer  and t h e  o t h e r  was a Y) 
m i l i t a r y  in format ion  s p e c i a l i s t ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  about  a l l  t h e s e  people ,  b u t  I 
know t h a t  one of  them w a s  c a r r y i n g  a camera. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Where d i d  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d  t o  
p i c k  you up? 

A. The same p l a c e  where t h e  medevac s h i p  came i n .  
A f t e r  t h a t ,  w e  1eF t  and went t o .  a d i f f e r e n t  hamlet .  I 
d o n ' t  know where it i s  o r  which d i r e c t i o n  we went ,  b u t  w e  
f l ew about  4 o r  5 minutes .  

Q Did you e v e r  s e e  a d i t c h  o r  an i r r i g a t i o n  c a n a l  
t h a t  was d ry  t h a t  had many bod ie s  i n  i t ?  

A. No, sir. I t o l d  you about  a l l  t hose  I s a w  
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k i l l e d  a l r e a d y .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  a d i t c h .  w i th  people  i n  it. 

Q- A l l  t o t a l e d ,  w h i l e  you were i n  t h e  hamlet  
of My Lai  ( 4 )  , how many women, c h i l d r e n ,  and o l d  men --
noncombatants -- d i d  you s e e  t h a t  had been k i l l e d ?  

A. I n  t h a t  a r e a  I saw about 25  t o  30.  I t  
could be  more, b u t  w i th  my own eyes  I saw a t  l e a s t  2 5  
o r  30. They were a l l  women and c h i l d r e n .  I d i d n ' t  
s e e  any  men. 

Q W e  unders tand t h a t  a f t e r  you l e f t  My Lai  i 4 )  
a t  about  1100 i n  t h e  morning, 1130 maybe --
A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I on ly  know it was a f t e r  10 
o ' c l o c k .  

10: I n c i d e n t l y ,  l e t  t h e  r e c o r d  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  p icked  up Se rgean t  M I N H ,  L i eu t enan t  
JOHNSON, and p o s s i b l y  t h e  photographer  and r e p o r t e r ,  
p icked  them up a t  t h e  same s i t e  t h a t  t h e  d u s t o f f  h e l i -
c o p t e r  p i cked  up t h e  wounded co lo red  s o l d i e r  which is  
i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  number 6 .  I t  w a s  i n d i c a t e d  t o  m e  t h a t  
a f t e r  you l e f t  h e r e  you were flown t o  j o i n  up w i t h  
Capta in  MICHLES, Bravo Company which was --
A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e  went t o  ano the r  company. 
I d o n ' t  know which one o r  who was t h e  commander. 

Q. I t  w a s  supposed t o  be  B/4/'3, which 
had landed down i n  t h e  a r e a  sou th  of  My Lai  i l ) ,  g e n e r a l l y  
i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  My Khe (1) down i n  t h i s  a r e 2  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
They were t o  t h e  n o r t h  and you jo ined  somewhere i n  t h i s  
a r ea  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q While they  were s t i l l  marching? 

A. When I a r r i v e d ,  I m e t  a c a p t a i n  a t  h i s  
company headqua r t e r s .  When I a r r i v e d ,  t h e  s o l d i e r s  
were moving and appeared t o  be  moving t o  t h e  no r th .  
The CP had s topped  and I jo ined  t h e  CP.  

Q Did you cont inue  t o  move f o r  2 t o  3 hours  
i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon?  
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A. A t  t h e  t ime I a r r i v e d  t h e r e ,  t h e r e  w a s  
about  15 people ,  an  o l d  man, some women, and some 
c h i l d r e n  t h a t  had been cap tu red ,  w i t h  t h e  CP. 
L i e u t e n a n t  JOHNSON and myself i n t e r r o g a t e d  t h o s e  
people  r i g h t  a t  t h a t  p l a c e .  

Q . Down h e r e  o r  up h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  ? 

A. Wherever you s a i d .  

Q Well, it i s  up i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ]  . 
A.  Right where I was s a t  down w i t h  the 
h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q Bravo Company landed about  i n  h e r e  and had 
s t a r t e d  moving. They landed h e r e  about  0830 and 
s t a r t e d  moving n o r t h .  You would have been around i n  
h e r e  some p l ace .  

(MR MACCRATE i n d i c a t e s  t h e s e  p o i n t s  
by r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  a e r i a l  photograph.  ) 

A. A t  t h i s  p o i n t  w e  i n t e r r o g a t e d  t h e s e  1 5  
people .  W e  found a b s o l u t e l y  no in fo rma t i cn  of  any 
s i g n i f i c a n c e  about t h e  VC, b u t  we d i a  cap tu re  one 
can teen ,  a s u i t  of c l o t h e s ,  a g reen  uniform, and some 
sa l t .  W e  su spec t ed  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  VC equipment. W e  
were -Liiert: aboui; 15 oi. 20 n 9 n u t e s  and t hen  t he  CP 
s t a r t e d  moving on t o  t h e  n o r t h  o r  nor thwest .  W e  moved 
w i t h  it. A f t e r  t h a t ,  t hen  we g o t  on t h e  road and coc-
t i n u e d .  W e  d i d n ' t  go f a r  and w e  a r r i v e d  j u s t  o u t s i d e  
o f  ano the r  v i l l a g e .  

9 A t  a graveyard? 

A. Grave. 

Q Cemetery? 

A. Yes. W e  were t h e r e  a wh i l e ,  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  
know how long.  We had lunch t h e r e  and then  a f t e r  t h a t  
t h e r e  were t h r e e  Vietnamese s o l d i e r s  who a r r i v e d  by 
h e l i c o p t e r .  They wore t h e  2d ARVN Div is ion  pa t ch .  

Q Were t h e r e  any -- j u s t  t h r e e  s o l d i e r s ?  

A.  Three o r  f o u r  people .  
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Q Were t h e r e  any Nat iona l  P o l i c e ?  

A. There  was, I t h i n k ,  one o f f i c e r  and t h r e e  o r  
f o u r  people ,  and they  had one r a d i o .  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you remember i f  t h e r e  w e r e  any Na t iona l  
P o l i c e ?  

A. A t  t h e  same t i m e  I saw t h r e e  o r  fou r  
policemen, the Na t iona l  P o l i c e .  

Q U p  t o  t h i s  t i m e  a s i d e  from t h e  group of  
women and c h i l d r e n  which you and L i e u t e n a n t  JOHNSON 
i n t e r r o g a t e d ,  d i d  Bravo Company have any o t h e r  VC 
s u s p e c t s  a s  d e t a i n e e s ?  

A. A t  t h a t  t ime ,  we had a l r e a d y  r e l e a s e d  a l l  
of t h e  ones t h a t  w e  i n t e r r o g a t e d  excep t  one o i d  man who 
w a s  b rought  w i t h  us .  lie was t h e  on ly  one t h a t  we had 

Cs a t  t h a t  t i m e .  H e  wasn ' t  a s u s p e c t .  W e  j u s t  brought  him 
K a long  t o  h e l p  us a s  a gu ide ,  t o  avoid  mines,  and s o  on. 

W Q 0 
Did you have any o t h e r  d e t a i n e e s ?  

N 
Wl A. K O ,  s i r .  

Q And you then  cont inued  t o  move no r th?  

A. KO. W e  d i d n ' t ' g o  anyplace.  We had lunch 
and remained a t  t h e  graveyard u n t i l  about  3 o ' c l o c k .  Then 
L i e u t e n a n t  JOZNSON and I r e t u r n e d .  

Q .  Eefo re  you depa r t ed ,  d i d  n o t  C h a r l i e  
Company, which had been i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  a r r i v e  t o  j o i n  
Bravo Company, i n  about t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

A. I dontt remember t h e  two companies meeting 
t o g e t h e r .  

Q Do you remember t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  o r  t h e  
ARVN s o l d i e r s  t a k i n g  some p r i s o n e r s  o u t s i d e  of t h e  camp 
t o  q u e s t i o n  them? Supposedly they  took t h e  p r i s o n e r s  
d o ~ nbehind some brush.  Some f i r i n g  was hea rd  and t h e  
ARTvTJ came back,  b u t  no p r i s o n e r s  r e t u r n e d .  Do you r e c a l l  
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any of t h i s ?  

A. ho. 1: do,  however, r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  
some s o l d i e r s  t o  o u r  w e s t .  I assume they  were from t h e  
same company and they  d i d  have soize c i v i l i a n s  over  t h e r e .  
While w e  were e a t i n g ,  t h e  Vietnamese went ove r  t o  t h a t  
l o c a t i o n  where they  h a 3  t h e  c i v i l i a n s .  A f t e r  t h a t  t h e  
s o l d i e r s  were d igg ing  some bunkers  and foxho le s  i n  
t h i s  a r e a .  I was ove r  w i th  t hose  s o l d i e r s ,  and I d o n ' t  
know what t h e  Vietnamese s o l d i e r s  and t h e  p o l i c e  d i d .  

Q Werc you w i t h  L ieu tenan t  JOi3NSON d u r i n g  t h . i s  
t ime? 

A. I was a l v a y s  n e x t  t o  him. 

Q How i s  it t h e n ,  t h a t  L ieu t enan t  JOHNSON 
te l ls  me t h a t  he s a w  very  p l c i n l y  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  
t a k e ,  one a t  a t i m e ,  f o u r  o r  f i v e  p r i s o n e r s  down a l i t t l e  
s l o p e  behind s o m e  b rush  and hea rd  some f i r i n g ?  Then t h e  
Na t iona l  P o l i c e  cairte back b u t  no p r i so l i e r s  r e t u r n e d .  H e  
s a i d  he s a w  f o u r  o r  f i v e .  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  I w a s  by 
L ieu tenan t  JOHNSON'S s i d e  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  But a f t e r  t h e  
Na t iona l  P o l i c e  a r r i v e d  t h e r e ,  t hey  assumed r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r  a l i  t h e  p r i s o n e r s .  A s  normal, we didn ' t  pay much 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  w h a t  t hey  d i d  o r  w h a t  t hey  d i d  w i t h  them. 
And I d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  anyth ing  unusual  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  what 
t hey  were doing,  b u t  t hey  were i n  an a r e a  somewhat d i s t a n t  
from me .  

Q But you s e e  t h e  p o i n t  i s  you w e r e  w i t h  
L ieu tenan t  J'OHKSON and he  was very c l o s e  t o  it and he saw 
it, b u t  you d i d  n o t  s e e  it. 

A. I saw t h e  p o l i c e  w i th  some people  b u t  I 
d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  I f  I had seen  t h i s ,  
I am s u r e  I worild have remembered it.. 

Q - Did you s e e  Se rgean t  H I E N  when he came i n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember, c l e a r l y ,  meeting him h e r e .  
I d o n ' t  remember i f  I met him t h e r e  o r  no t .  

Q - Do you know Se rgean t  HIEN? 
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A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Do you remember s e e i n g  him w i t h  Captain
KOTOUC? 

A. I know t h a t  Se rgean t  H I E N  normal ly  went w i t h  
Capta in  KOTOUC. But I d o n ' t  remember c l e a r l y  i f  we met 
them a t  t h a t  l o c a t i o n  t h a t  day.  

Q The s t o r y  t h a t  I have p u t  t o g e t h e r  i s  t h a t  
C Company con t inued  a f t e r  they  f i n i s h e d  a t  My La i  
a t  about  1230 and moved on t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  t o  a p o i n t  
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  B Company had come i n  about  h e r e  ( i n d i -
c a t i n g )  and then  they  noved n o r t h .  About 3 o ' c lock  i n  
t h e  a f t e r n o c n  bo th  of them were r i g h t  h e r e  t o g e t h e r  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  Captain  MICHLES and Captain  MEDINA were 
i n  t h i s  a r e a  by t h e  cemetery o u t s i d e  o f  My L a i  i l ) .  
The Na t iona l  P o l i c e  had come i n  t o  j o i n  w i t h  t h e  ARVN. 
Then Capta in  KOTOUC and Se rgean t  H I E N  came i n .  A f t e r  
a l i t t l e  w h i l e ,  L i eu t enan t  JOZNSON and you l e f t  on t h e  
same a i r c r a f t  i n  which Capta in  KOTOUC and Se rgean t  EIEN 

b had come i n t o  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  where t h e  two companies 
K s t a y e d  f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  

A .  I renernber c l e a r l y  t h a t  we l e f t  i n  a h e l i -
6.2 
rz c o p t e r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  o t h e r .  I do r e c a l l  t h a t  
-4 we were a t  t h e  cemetery and had lunch t h e r e .  

Q. When you were w i t h  t h e  people  h e r e ,  and you 
t a l k e d  t o  t h e  women and c h i l d r e n ,  d i d  t hey  t e l l  you 
any th ing  about  some o t h e r  women and c h i l d r e n  be ing  
k i l l e d  down i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  Co Luy o r  My Khe? 

A. The on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  I go-t o u t  of  them was t h a t  
i n  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  t h e  Americans c a l l e d  P i n k v i l l e ,  t h e r e  
was a l o t  of mines. They had no in fo rma t ion  concerning 
any th ing  l i k e  t h a t  and they  d i d n ' t  mention people  be ing  
k i l l e d  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  They on ly  mentioned t h e  
mines i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a .  

Q - You s a i d  b e f o r e  t h a t  when B Company 
command group s t a r t e d  moving, you took an o l d  man w i t h  you. 

A .  Y e s .  

Q. Did you t a k e  any -of t h e  women? 
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A. No, sir ,  we only took t h e  o l d  man. We 
took him a l l  t h e  way t o  t h e  cemetery. 

Q A f t e r  you a r r i v e d  a t  the  ce~aetery ,  d i d  you 
s e e  another  p la toon come i n  from t h i s  way? 

A. I d i d  observe t h a t  on the  w e s t  s i d e  of t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  t h e r e  were some s o l d i e r s .  But I d i d n ' t  observe 
t h e i r  a r r i v i n g  o r  coming i n t o  the  area .  

Q Did you n o t i c e  whether o r  n o t  they had any
Vietnamese women wiLLh them? 

I d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  t h a t .  

Q When you a r r i v e d  back a t  LZ Dot t i e ,  what d i d  
you do then? 

A.  I would l i k e  t o  expla in  a n ~ t h e rt h i n g  f i r s t .  
Before we depar ted  f o r  LZ D o t t i e ,  we received i n s t r u c t i o n s  
t h a t  we were t o  be prepared t o  go out  f o r  4 days. But 
Ge only s t ayed  out  t h e  f i r s t  day and t h z t ' s  a l l .  That  
af ternoon we re tu rned  t o  LZ Dot t ie .  I was very s u r p r i s e d  
a t  the  nwrber of Vietnamese people t h a t  had been k i l l e d  
i n  t h a t  hamlet. That a f te rnoon,  one more t i~f ie ,I d i s -
cussed t h i s  i n c i d e n t  wi th  Lieutenant  JOHNSON.  When we 
re turned  t h e r e ,  I went i n  t o  t a l k  t o  Colonel BAEKER and 
Majcr CXEOZN & o ~ t  the i n c i 2 e n t .  D..L T - - -- afra id  L L - A  

UUL I w a a  LilaL 

they wouldn't  l e t  me r e p o r t  d i r e c t l y  t o  them. So then, 
I t r i e d  t o  encourage Lieutenant  J O H N S O N  t o  r e p o r t  t o  
them. He t o l d  me t h a t  he would take c a r e  of it, that 
he would r e p o r t ,  and f o r  me no t  t o  worry about it. So 
we remained i n  LZ Dot t i e  f o r  t h e  re~tlainderof the  opera t ion ,  
t h e  remainder of t h e  4 days. 

Q You d id  n o t  go back t o  Duc Pho, LZ Bronco t h a t  
n igh t?  

A. No, s i r ,  we s tayed t h e r e  and on t h e  four th  
day we went back t o  Bronco. No, s i r ,  I was by Lieutenant  
J O i 3 N S O N 1 s  s i d e  a l l  t h a t  time and we d i d n ' t  l eave  u n t i l  the 
four th  day. 

Q Did Lieutenant  JOHNSON ever  r e p o r t  t o  Kajor  
CALHOUN o r  Colonel BARKER? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  i f  he d id .  But I was 
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o b l i g a t e d  n o t  t o  say  anyth ing  about  it because he  t o l d  m e  
n o t  t o  worry about i t .  

Q Did L ieu tenan t  JOHNSON t e l l  you t h a t  he had 
r e p o r t e d  t h i s  o r  had you heard  from anybody t h a t  had r e p o r t e d  
i t ?  

A. I r e t u r n e d  f o u r  days l a t e r  t c  LZ Bronco, Duc Pho. 
I d i d n ' t  mention it aga in  t o  him u n t i l  w e  r e t u r n e d  t o  Duc 
Pho. When w e  were en r o u t e  t o  Duc Pho, one more t ime,  I 
sugges ted  t h a t  he r e p o r t  it t o  Capta in  LABRIOLA and one 
more t ime he t o l d  me n o t  t o  worry about  it,  t h a t  it was 
h i s  b u s i n e s s .  

Q- Did he r e p o r t  it t o  Capta in  LABRIOLA, t h a t  you
know of? 

A. A f t e r  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  remind him a g a i n ,  and he 
d i d n ' t  t e l l  m e  what a c t i o n  he took.  

eS Q- Did you t e l l  anybody about  t h i s ?  Did you t e l l  
IL it t o  anybody a t  LZ D o t t i e ?  Did you t e l l  Capta in  LABRIOLA 

o r  anybody i n  t h e  52d M I  Detachment? 
cd 
N A. K O ,  s i r ,  I was s a d  about  it, b u t  I d i d n ' t  t a l k  
CI) t o  anyone about  it. 

MR MACCRATE: I ' m  going t o  show you a group of p i c t u r e s  
t h a t  were  t a k e n  on 1 6  March 1968, and I ' d  l i k e  you t o  go 
through them one by one and p i c k  o u t  t hose  where you 
r ecogn ize  t h e  scene  o r  t h e  people  i n  -:he p i c t u r e .  A f t e r  
you have taken  t h o s e ,  p u t  them t o  one s i d e .  W e  w i l l  then  
l e t  you d e s c r i b e  f o r  o u r  r e c o r d  what you know about  t h e  
p i c t u r e s .  

( A  b r i e f  r e c e s s  was tajcen a t  1706 hours  f o r  
t h e  w i t n e s s  t o  review t h e  photos . )  

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1716. A l l  persons  
p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  w e r e  aga in  p r e s e n t . )  

MR MACCRATE: I show you E x h i b i t  P-26. Would you i d e n t i f y  
t h a t  f o r  u s ,  p l e a s e ?  

A. LZ D o t t i e .  

Q* And I show you P-6, P-7, P-8, P-9, P-10, P-11, 
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and P-36, 

A. N u m b e r  7 i s  t h e  co lo red  s o l d i e r  t h a t  w a s  
wounded i n  t h e  f o o t .  A t  t h i s  t i m e  I was r i g h t  i n  t h i s  
v i c i n i t y  n o t  on t h e  p i d t u r e .  Number 36 i s  t h e  same s o l d i e r  
and i n  t h i s  p i c t u r e  L ieu tenan t  JOHNSON is  t h e  person  i n  t h e  
background. Number 1 0  i s  t h e  sarc:e p i c t u r e  a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  
back and L ieu tenan t  JOHNSON i s  a l s o  i n  t h i s  p i c t u r e .  I t ' s  
n o t  very c l e a r  b u t  I b e l i e v e  t h e  C Company commander i s  the 
person s t a n d i n g  on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  of  t h e  f i l m .  

10: You recogn ize  whom? 

A.  Lieu tenan t  JOHNSON. Number 6 i s  ano the r  p i c t u r e  
o f  t h e  same group. Other  f a c e s  are showing b u t  I d o n ' t  
recognize  any. Number 8 i s  a  p i c t u r e  of  t h e  s o l d i e r  be ing  
t r e a t e d .  I n  t h e  background i s  t h e  company commander and I 
t h i n k  t h i s  i s  me on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  of t h e  p i c t u r e .  Y e s ,  I 
can s e e  c l e a r l y  t h a t  it i s  me. I n  nu~rber  9 ,  I on ly  i d e n t -  
i f i e d  t h e  co lo red  s o l d i e r  t h a t  was wounded. Number 11 is 
t h e  d u s t o f f  evacua t ion .  I was watching it a t  t h i s  t ime .  

MR 1.fiCCRATE: I show you P-66 and P-6'7 and ask i f  you can 
i d e n t i f y  anyone i n  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s .  

K. Yes, t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  o l d  man t h a t  I m e t ,  and 
Sergeant  PHU i s  a l s o  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e  w i th  t h e  o l d  man and 
two c h i l d r e n .  Number 1 6  i s  a  p i c t u r e  of Se rgean t  PHU, 
~ilyseii", i n  tile cer~li;er,ail6 kha o l d  inan wi -L i i  tlic t w o  
c h i l d r e n .  He w a s  ve ry  o l d  and d e a f .  I c o u l d n ' t  g e t  any 
in fo rma t ion  from him. 

Q Now I s h ~ wyou P-13. 

A. I d o n ' t  know where t h e  s cene  i s ,  where the 
p i c t u r e  was t aken ,  b u t  I can i d e n t i f y  Se rgean t  PHU as t h e  
t h i x d  man from t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  p i c t u r e ,  s i t t i n g  on t h e  
edge of t h e  road .  

Q. Now, I show you P-2, 3 ,  and 4 ,  Se rgean t  M I N H .  

A. Number 3 ,  I i d e n t i f y  Se rgean t  P H U  as t h e  person 
wi th  t h e  o l d  man. I d o n ' t  know t h e  a r e a ,  I d i d n ' t  see t h i s  
house no r  t h e  o l d  man. 

Q. Sergean t  P H U  i d e n t i f i e d  t h i s  a s  t h e  b l i n d  man 
t h a t  w a s  t aken  o u t  of  t h e  house. Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h i s  
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p a r t i c u l a r  b l i n d  man? 

A, I could have,  b u t  I d o n ' t  recognize  o r  remember 
him. 

Q .  Would you i d e n t i f y  f o r  us P-18? 

A. This  i s  a p i c t u r e  of  a group of people  t h a t  I 
saw i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  cemetery. I recognize  t h e  a r e a .  

A. Eumber 1 9  i s  a p i c t u r e  of  m e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  a 
number of c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  n e x t  hamlet .  

Q That  i s  a l s o  a f t e r  you jo ined  B Company. 

A. I d o n ' t  know which conlpany --
LTC STANBERRY: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The second company which we  
know t o  be Bravo Ccmpany. 

MR MACCRATE: Now P-20? 

A. Thi s  i s  a p i c t u r e  of  L ieu t enan t  JOHNSON and 
myself i n  t h e  background of  t h e  p i c t u r e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e  
016 waman s i t t i n m--3 53 th9 grcund. 

A. Thi s  i s  where we were w i th  t h e  second company. 
T h a t ' s  myself and L ieu tenan t  JOHNSON s i t t i n g  doxn and 
i n t e r r o g a t i n g  a young man. 

A. Myself and L ieu tenan t  'JOHNSON i n t e r r o g a t i n g  an 
o l d  man. 

I0: Is t h e  o l d  man i n  p i c t u r e  nurnber 22 t h e  same 
o l d  man you had r e f e r r e d  t o  e a r l i e r  as be ing  t h e  man who 
accompanied you and E Company a s  a guide moving i n t o  
t h e  l a ~ g e rs i t e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  This  i s  t h e  o l d  man t h a t  accompanied 
B Company t o  t h e  cemetery.  

MR MACCRATE: I show YOU P-23. 
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A.  I n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  p i c t u r e  I am i n t e r r o g a t i n g  
a number of people .  On t h e  l e f t  s i d e  of t h e  p i c t u r e ,  I ' m  
n o t  c e r t a i n ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e ,  i s  t h e  company commander of B 
Company. 

Q And P-58? 

A. I n  t h i s  p i c t u r e ,  myself and L i e u t e n a s t  JOHNSON 
are i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e  o l d  lady  s i t t i n g  on t h e  ground, 

Q You spoke about  s e e i n g  some bod ie s  a long  t h e  
edge o f  t h e  h a ~ ~ l e t .I show you P-41. Did you s e e  anyth ing  
t h a t  resembled t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  I s a w  a scene  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t ,  b u t  t h i s  
w a s  n o t  it. The one I saw, t h ~people  were n o t  on t h e  road.  
They w e r e  on t h e  s i d e  of  t h e  road i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy. 

Q I show you P-40. Was t h a t  a s cene  t h a t  you saw 
a t  any t i m e  on 16 March? 

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  recognize  anyone i n  t h a t  
p i c t u r e .  

10: I have a few more q u e s t i o n s  I woulG l i k e  t o  ask .  
You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had n o t  been a b l e  t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  t h e  
o l d  man wi th  t h e  two bab ie s .  I ' d  l i k e  you t o  s e e  i f  you can 
r e c a l l  g e t t i n g  any in format ion  from him about  t h e  VC be ing  
i n  My L a i  ( 4 j .  We know t h a t  it has  been 2 2  months and it 
is  n o t  easy  t o  r e c a l l  a l l  of t h e s e  t h i n g s .  Sometimes you 
have c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  i n  mind and it i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  change. 
But now t h a t  we are t e l l i n g  you t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  which w e  have 
ga ined  from o t h e r  peop le ,  maybe it w i l l  h e l p  t o  r e f r e s h  
your  memory. 

A. I d o n ' t  remember s p e c i f i c a i l y .  However, 
normally when we e n t e r  a v i l l a g e ,  t h e  people  always say  t h e  
VC j u s t  l e f t  o r  t h e  VC l e f t  a day o r  two days ago. Under 
a l l  c i rcumstances ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  keep from g e t t i n g  s h o t  up o r  
hav ing  a wan i n  t h e i r  v i l l a g e ,  t hey  always say  t h e  VC i e f t .  
I t  i s  normal r o u t i n e  and g e n e r a l l y  I pass  t h i s  t o  t h e  u n i t  
commander. I could have done t h i s  on t h a t  day, b u t  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

Q Do you remember g e t t i x g  any in fo rma t ion  a t  a l l  
concerning t h e  VC, o r  t h e  48th Local  Force  B a t t s l i o n ,  o r  
any of  t h e  l o c a l  f o r c e  companies? 
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A. I d o n ' t  remember any th ing  about  any s p e c i f i c  
i n fo rma t ion .  

Q - When you were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  d i d  you s e e  any
of  t h e  women, c h i l d r e n ,  o r  o l d  men being. s h o t ?  

A. When w e  e n t e r  a v i l l a g e ,  I always go w i t h  t h e  
CP. Therefore ,  most o f  t h e  f i g h t i n g  i s  f i n i s h e d  by t h e  
t ime we g e t  t h e r e .  And I on t h a t  day sav; a number of  
people  who had been k i l l e d ,  b u t  I a t  no t i m e  saw a person  
s h o o t  and k i l l  anyone e l s e .  I saw a number of people  
dead. 

LTC STANBERRY: To make t h a t  a c c u r a t e :  "A number of people  
had been s h o t  and k i l l e d  a t  t h e  t ime I saw them. I saw no 
American and no one s h o o t  and k i l l  anyone i n  t h e  v i l l a g e . "  

I0 : Why d i d  L ieu tenan t  JOZNSON l e a v e  My La i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  kncw, b u t  I t h i n k  t h e r e  could 
have been two reasons .  One, because B Company had 

CC cap tu red  some p r i s o n e r s  and they  had no i n t e r p r e t e r .  The 
ti. o t h e r ,  a f t e r  I t a l k e d  wi th  Capta in  MEDINA, he  might n o t  

have l i k e d  it and might have wanted us t o  l e a v e  o r  a t  

C13 
l e a s t  m e  t o  l eave .  

CAI 

(;3 (2 B a t  they did have a job fa r  Lfeutefiant  JOHXSON 
and you i n  B Company? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  t hey  knew w e  were coming i n  
advance,  b u t  a t  t h e  t ime w e  a r r i v e d  t h e r e ,  t h e r e  were a 
number o f  people  t h e r e .  I went t o  work immediately.  

Q. Why d i d  L ieu tenan t  JOHNSON l e a v e  B Company 
a f t e r  hav ing  been t h e r e  on ly  a s h o r t  wh i l e  and r e t u r n  t o  
LZ D o t t i e  when he  was supposed t o  s t a y  w i t h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
for 4 days? Why d i d  he l eave?  

A. Before  we l e f t ,  w e  w e r e  t o  spend 4 days i n  t h e  
f i e l d  and I expected t o  do t h a t  up u n t i l  about  15GO hours  
on t h e  a f t e r n o o n  of t h e  f i r s t  day. A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  L i eu t enan t  
JOHNSON came t o  m e  and s a i d ,  "Get ready,  l e t ' s  go. " I d o n ' t  
know where he g o t  h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o r  any th ing  e l s e  about 
it. 

Q When you d e p a r t e d  was t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  s i t t i n g  
t h e r e ,  o r  d i d  you w a i t  f o r  a h e l i c o p t e r  t o  come i n  and 
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A. They were i n  t h e  p roces s  of  a resupply  miss ion.  
One l i f t  o r  one h e l i c o p t e r  had a l r eady  come i n  and w a s  
about  t o  r e t u r n  wi th  t h e  second l i f t .  By t h e  t ime h e  t o l d  
m e  t o  g e t  ready t o  go, t h e  second l i f t  was on t h e  way i n  
and I had t o  hu r ry  up and g e t  ready.  

Q A r e  you s u r e ,  Se rgean t  M I N H ,  t h a t  you s t a y e d  a t  
LZ D o t t i e  f o r  an  e x t r a  3 days b e f o r e  r e t u r n i n g  t o  Duc Pho? 

A. I a m  n o t  c e r t a i n  t h a t  w e  s t a y e d  u n t i l  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  te rmina ted .  However, it w a s  2 o r  3 days a t  LZ 
D o t t i e .  

Q - You went i n  on t h e  1 6 t h  from LZ D o t t i e ,  and 
came back o u t  on t h e  1 6 t h .  C Company came o u t  of t h e  
f i e l d  on t h e  18 th .  Did you s e e  C Company come o u t  by 
h e l i c o p t e r  t o  LZ D o t t i e  on t h e  a f t e rnoon  of  t h e  18 th?  

A. 1 d o n ' t  knew i f  I was t h e r e  when C Company 
r e t u r n e d  o r  i iot .  They could  have r e t u r n e d .  I wou ldn ' t  
have n o t i c e d  it. 

Q- Did you see o r  h e a r  a group of s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  
meeting a t  LZ D o t t i e  on t h e  morning of  t h e  18 th?  

A. On LZ D o t t i e  as any of  t h e  L Z ' s ,  du r ing  oper-
a t i o n s  they  had d a i l y  meet ings .  They d i d  have them t h e r e  
and I d i d n ' t  see anyth ing  unusual .  

Q Do you remember what you d i d  du r ing  those  3 
days t h a t  you s t a y e d  a t  LZ Do t t i e?  Did L ieu tenan t  JOHNSON 
work i n  t h e  TOC? Did you i n t e r r o g a t e  PW's? What d i d  you 
do f o r  t h o s e  3 days? 

A. During t h o s e  3 o r  4 days t h e r e ,  L i eu t enan t  
JOHNSON and I ,  working t o g e t h e r ,  i n t e r r o g a t e d  some s u s p e c t s  
t h a t  they  brought  back.  I a l s o  r e c a l l ,  b u t  n o t  c l e a r l y ,  a 
VC p l a toon  l e a d e r  be ing  brought  back.  H e  wanted t o  r e t u r n  
t o  t h e  GVN. 

a Was he a pla-Loon l e a d e r  or  a  po i i -L ica l  l e a d e r ?  

A.  Thi s  p r i so l i e r  o r  t h i s  Hoi Chanh, s t a t e d  t h a t  he 
went back t o  North Vietnam i n  1954. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  when he 
r e t u r n e d  t o  t h i s  a r ea .  But du r ing  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  he had 
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been i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  and i n  t h e  r e c e n t  p a s t ,  he had been 
p l a toon  l e a d e r  and concur ren t ly  t h e  p o l i . t i c a 1  o f f i c e r  of 
t h a t  VC p la toon .  

Q Did he t e l l  you where he had Hoi Chanh'd o r  
where he had been cap tured?  Did he  come from My Khe (2)? 

A .  He d i d n ' t  t e l l  me, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  c l e a r l y  from 
where he had been cap tured .  

Q A t  t h e  same t i m e  he came i n ,  was t h e r e  a l s o  a 
VC nurse  t h a t  came i n  t o  LZ D o t t i e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a  nu r se  c l e a r l y ,  b u t  t h e r e  were 
men and women both  among those  t h a t  we i n t e r r o g a t e d .  

Q And where d i d  you conduct your  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  
a t  LZ D o t t i e ?  

A. Next t o  t h e  TOC was a s m a l l  bunker.  W e  o p e r a t e d  
o u t  of that  sma l l  bunker.  During t h a t  p e r i o d  I ~ o r k e dfor 
L i e u t e n a n t  JOHNSON.  L i eu t enan t  JOHNSON i n s t r u c t e d  m e  when 
w e  d i d n ' t  have anyth ing  t o . d o  t h a t  I could  t a k e  o f f  b u t  
when we had something t o  do t h a t  I would work f o r  him and 
t h a t  I would n o t  have t o  work f o r  Capta in  KOTOUC, who was 
t h e  S2.  

Q He had h i s  own i n t e r p r e t e r ,  Se rgean t  HIEN? 

A. Se rgean t  H I E N .  And du r ing  t h e  p e r i o d  t h a t  I 
was o f f ,  I a l s o  r e s t e d  r i g h t  i n  t h a t  area. I was on c a l l  
a l l  t h e  t ime.  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  t h d t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
be ing  conducted on what happened a t  My La i  ( 4 )  on t h e  1 6 t h ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  h e a r  any th ing  about  it. 

Q Did you e v e r  t a l k  t o  anybody, e i t h e r  American 
o r  Vietnamese, about  what you saw a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  on t h e  
1 6 t h  of March? 

LTC STANBERRY: Long a f t e r ?  

10: I n  t h a t  p e r i o d ,  2 o r  3 months. 

A. 1 d i d  d i s c u s s  it w i t h  Se rgean t  H I E N .  Se rgean t  
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H I E N  was Captain  KO'TOUC's i n t e r p r e t e r .  I d i s c u s s e d  it wi th  
him whi l e  w e  were t h e r e  a t  LZ D o t t i e .  

Q What d i d  you t e l l  Se rgean t  H I E N ' ?  Did you t e l l  
him eve ry th ing  t h a t  you had seen ,  such a s  you a r e  t e l l i n g  
us h e r e  t h i s  a f t e rnoon?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  c l e a r l y  b u t  I am c e r t a i n  t h a t  I 
t o l d  him about  a11 o f  t h e  people  be ing  s h o t  and k i l l e d  i n  
t h e  a r e a .  

Q Again, would you t e l l  me how many women, c h i l -
d r e n ,  and o l d  men, noncombatants, t h a t  you saw. k i l l e d  i n  My 
L a i  (4) t h a t  day? 

A. A t  l e a s t  2 5  o r  30. There could  have been more. 

Q Within  t h e  p a s t  6 months have you been ques t ioned
by anybody o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  American C I D  colicerning what you 
s a w  i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A.  Approximately 1 month ago I was c a l l e d  t o  Quang 
Ngai and appeared b e f o r e  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  organized  by 
General  TOAN, t h e  CG of t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion ,  and t h e r e  w e  0 
were i n t e r r o g a t e d  by some s e n a t o r s  and o t h e r  members of t h i s  C'Y 

committee. 
m 

Q. Yes. 

A. There  is  a c o r r e c t i o n  t o  t h e  record .  During 
t h e  p a s t  month and about  1 month ago I appeared i n  Quang 
Ngai b e f o r e  an i n v e s t i g a t i v e  committee headed by Sena to r  
DON, formerly  L ieu tenan t  General  DON. Those a r e  t h e  on ly  
people  t h a t  have asked me q u e s t i o n s  o u t s i d e  of t h e  C I D .  

Q I n  any o f  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  t h a t  you conducted 
' whi l e  you were i n  t h e  f i e l d  and a l s o  back a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  d i d  

you h e a r  anyth ing  about  some women and c h i l d r e n  o r  o t h e r  
noncombatants be ing  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  of  Co Luy o r  My Khe? 

A. No, s i r .  I have never  heard  anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t .  

PIR I W C R A T E :  When you spoke wi th  Sergeant  H i E N  back a t  LZ 
D o t t i e ,  d i d  he  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he  was going t o  speak w i t h  
Capta in  KOTOUC about  t h i s ?  

A. I f  he d i d  I d o n ' t  remember it. 
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Q Did you a t  any time i n  1968 speak about t h i s  .to 
any of your super io r s  i n  the  ARVN? 

A. I was very sad about it, and I d i d n ' t  d i scuss  it 
wi th  anyone. 

10: Sergeant  M I N H ,  we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  put  toge the r  t h e  
whole s t o r y  of what happened a t  My Lai ( 4 )  on t h e  16th  of 
March 1968. You have been very h e l p f u l  and we apprec ia te  
t h e  information you have given us. We know much of the  
s t o r y  a l r eady ,  and we have given you some information t h a t  
you had f o r g o t t e n .  We a r e  going t o  s t a y  he re  f o r  3 o r  4 
more days be fo re  we leave  t o  r e t u r n  t o  Saigon. I f  i n  t h e  
next  2 o r  3 days you th ink  of anything o r  anything comes 
t o  your mind t h a t  you had n o t  remembered be fo re ,  we would 
very much apprec ia te  your coming t o  us s o  t h a t  we can make 
it a ma t t e r  of record .  We a r e  going t o  t a l k  t o  everybody 
t h a t  knows anything about t h i s  i n c i d e n t  s o  t h a t  we can pu t  
t o g e t h e r  a complete p i c t u r e ,  and we'd be most a p p r e c i a t i v e  
of anything t h a t  you can provide u s .  I f  you have any maps, 
photographs, memoranda, papers  from your i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ,  
notes  from your i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ,  o r  anything,  w e  would 
a p p r e c i a t e  it i f  you could come t o  us and t e l l  us about it. 
Would yo^ by chance know of anybody t h a t  would know of what 
took p l a c e  h e r e  bes ides  t h e  people t h a t  we have been 
t a l k i n g  &out tozay,  Czptair:  ?EI?INA,  L i e ~ t c ? - - +r a r r  L IdTnUxTSnVV~~~~ V., 
Sergeant  PHU, and Sergeant  HIEN? 

A. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a l o t  of people t h a t  
know something about i t ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  know any of those  people.  
I c a n ' t  i d e n t i f y  them or  anythiilg. 

Q W e  thank you very much f o r  appearing before  
us today. 

( A e r i a l  photo as  annotated by SGT Duong M I N H  
was marked and rece ived  i n t o  evidence a s  E x h i b i t  P-166 .) 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1809 hours ,  1 January 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: NHON, Do Tan 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 3 1  December 1 9 6 9  

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Quang Ngai Province Headquar ters ,  
Quang Ngai C i ty .  

COUNSEL: None k 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Hamlet Chief o f  Tu Cung 
Hamlet, Republ ic  of  Vietnam. 

1. HIS J O B  DESCRIPTION.. . 

The w i t n e s s  had been t h s  hamlet  c h i e f  o f  Tu Cung Hamlet s i n c e  
1965 (pgs .  1, 5 ) .  ~t t h e  t ime of  t h e  i n c i d e n t  he  l i v e d  a t  
t h e  ~ i s t r i c t  Headquar te rs ,  Son Tin ~ i s t r i c t  (pg. 1). When 
he  was appoin ted  a s  t h e  hamlet  c h i e f  he  had t o  g i v e  up t h e  
p o s i t i o n  o f  a p l a toon  l e a d e r  i n  t h e  PF p l a toon  (pgs .  5 ) .  
H e  was e l e c t e d  i n  1969 as hamlet  c h i e f  o f  t h o s e  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  
Son My model v i l l a g e  (pg. 5 )  . 
2 .  HIS KNOWLEDGE OF THE I N C I D E N T  ON 16 MARCH 1968. 

a. I n i t i a l  knowledge. 

H e  f i r s t  heard  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n t o  Thuan Yen 
Subhamlet on t h e  day o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  1). H i s  in format ion  
which was secondhand, i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were 40 c i v i l i a n s  
and 7 0 g u e r r i l l a s  k i l l e d  (pg.  1).  H e  d i d  n o t  r e p o r t  t h i s  t o  
anyone, because he  had no r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  wh i l e  he  was i n  
e x i l e  (pg.  2 )  . He po in t ed  o u t  t h a t  f i v e  members o f  h i s  
family  were k i l l e d :  h i s  mother; a daugh te r ;  a b r o t h e r ;  and 
two cous ins  (pg.  2 ) .  The daughte r  was e i g h t  y e a r s  o l d  and 
t h e  cous ins  w e r e  t e n  and s i x  y e a r s  o l d  r e s p e c t i v e l y  (pg .2) .  
The c h i l d r e n  l i v e d  wi th  t h e i r  grandmother. Only he and h i s  
w i f e  l i v e d  a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  headqua r t e r s  (pg.  3 ) .  H i s  house 
w a s  a l s o  des t royed  (pg.  4 )  .He saw t h e  VC l e a f l e t s  which 
s a i d  t h a t  t h e  Americans had assembled and k i l l e d  hundreds of 
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peop le ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  s e e  any VC p o s t e r s  o r  s logans  (pg.  4 ) .  

b. H i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  and i t s  popu la t ion .  

Approximately 250 people  l i v e d  i n  Thuan Yen (My 
L a i  ( 4 ) )  (pg. 4 ) .  H e  marked t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  pagoda on 
an a e r i a l  photograph,  E x h i b i t  P-164 (pg. 3 ) .  I n  t h e  new 
Son My model v i l l a g e  t h e r e  a r e  about  6 0 0  people ,  o r  250 
f a m i l i e s ,  a l l  o f  whom he c o n s i d e r s  t o  be temporary r e fugees  
u n t i l  they  can be r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  hamlets  (pg.  5 ) .  There 
should  be 1,200 t o  1,500 people  i n  t h e  model v i l l a g e ,  b u t  
t h e  o t h e r s  a r e  fo l lowing  t h e  VC and a r e  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  Tu Cung 
area o r  have moved t o  o t h e r  a r e a s  (pg. 6 ) .  There were no 
houses l e f t  i n  Thuan Yen (My L a i  ( 4 ) ) (pg.  6 )  . 
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EXHIBITS-
E X E ~ I B I T  

NUMBER -	 PAGESDESCRIPTION 	 NOTES 

P-i6 4  A e r i a l  photo 	

I 

Witness m a r k e d  t h e  
l o c a t i o n  of t h e7-
 3--	 paqoda. 
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Unsworn s t a t m e n t  o f  Do Tan NHON, Hamlet Chief of  
Tu Cung Hamlet, was taken  a t  Province Headquar ters  i n  Quang 
Ngai C i t y ,  Republic o f  Vietnam, on 31 December 1969. The 
q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  posed t o  MR NHON by LTG PEERS and MR MACCRATE. 
A l s o  p r e s e n t  was LTC B i l l y  M, STANBERRY who a c t e d  a s  i n t e r -
p r e t e r .  C e r t a i n  of t h e  q u e s t i o n s  were t r a n s l a t e d  by LTC 
STANBERRY i n t o  Vietnamese, and c e r t a i n  o f  t h e  answers by MR 
NHON were t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  Engl i sh  by LTC STANBERRY. 

I 0 : Wquld you g ive  us your  name and p o s i t i o n ?  

A. I a m  M r .  Do Tan NHON. 

Q. .Do you pronounce t h a t  YON? 

LTC STANBERRY: NHON. 

A. I ' m  t h e  Hamlet Chief o f  Tu Cung Hamlet. I have 
been t h e  Hamlet Chief f o r  4 y e a r s .  

I 0 : Four y e a r s .  T h a t ' s  s i n c e  1966 o r  1965? 

I;. 1965. 

(1- Being t h e  Hamlet Ch ie f ,  M r .  N H O N ,  where d i d  you
l ive  d u r i n g  t h i s  pe r iod?  

A. I w a s  a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  headqua r t e r s .  I l i v e d  a t  
t h e  D i s t r i c t  Headquar ters ,  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  

Q- When d i d  you f i r s t  f i n d  o u t  about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
i n t o  Thuan Yen subhamlet  i n  March? 

A. On t h e  1 6 t h  day o f  March, 1968, t h e  day o f  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n .  

Q. You hea rd  about it t h a t  same day? 

A. That  same day. 

Q- Can you t e l l  us what you heard?  

A.  1 g o t  my in fo rma t ion  a l s o  secondhand, b u t  t h e  
people  were r e p o r t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  were about  40 c i v i l i a n s  
k i l l e d  and approximately  70 g u e r r i l l a s  k i l l e d .  
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Q- And t o  whom would you normally r e p o r t  t h i s  
in format ion?  

A.  I was i n  e x i l e  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  n o t  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  
hamlet ,  and I had no r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  anyone. Normally 
I r e p o r t e d  no th ing  t o  anyone. 

Q- Would you n o t  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  V i l l a g e  Chief  and 
t h e  D i s t r i c t  Chie f?  

A. Under t h o s e  c i rcumstances ,  i n  e x i l e ,  I had 
a b s o l u t e l y  no r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  Normally I d i d  no th ing ;  
I couldn I t .  

Q- So you knew t h i s  i n fo rma t ion ,  b u t  i t  s t a y e d  
on ly  w i t h  you and you d i d n ' t  pa s s  it on t o  any o t h e r  
a u t h o r i t i e s ?  

A. That  i s  c o r r e c t .  

Q* Did you h e a r  anyth ing  l a te r  which added t o  t h e  
number of  people  t h a t  may have been k i l l e d ?  

A. No, sir.  There were no subsequent  changes t o  
t h e  numbers r e p o r t e d  t h a t  I heard .  I would l i k e  t o  p o i n t  
o u t  t h a t  5 members of  my fami ly  were i n  t h e  40 k i l l e d .  

Q - Of your  own family? 

A. Of my own fami ly .  These a r e  members o f  my fam-
i l y  t h a t  were k i l l e d :  my mother, 60 y e a r s  o l d ;  a daugh te r ,  
8; a  b r o t h e r ,  40; and two cous ins ,  10 and 6 .  I do n o t  know 
how they  were k i l l e d  o r  by what means they  were k i l l e d .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you have t h e i r  names s o  t h a t  w e  might t i e  
t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t o g e t h e r ?  

A. Sure .  

Q- Could we p u t  t h e i r  names i n  t h e  record?  

A. Mother, daugh te r ,  and two cous ins .  

10: You d i d  n o t  have your  daugh te r  l i v i n g  wi th  you i n  
Son Tinh? 
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A. Me and my wi fe  l i v e d  a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  headqua r t e r s ,  
b u t  my daugh te r  s t a y e d  wi th  h e r  grandmother a l l  t h e  t ime.  

Q - Is t h a t  where your  fami ly  l i v e d ?  

A .  T h a t ' s  where my fami ly  was, b u t  I don ' t  know where 
t hey  w e r e  k i l l e d .  

Q* Where i n  Thuan Yen i s  t h e  pagoda? 

(Refer red  t o  an a e r i a l  photograph,  t h e  w i t n e s s  
marked t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  pagoda. The photo was l a t e r  
e n t e r e d  i n t o  ev idence  a s  E x h i b i t  P-164.) 

Where i s  t h e  d i v i d i n g  l i n e  on t h e  map? 

LTC STANBERRY: W e  can have him p u t  t h e  boundar ies  i n  l a t e r ,  
sir. 

10:  Were houses a long  t h e  r i c e  paddies?  

A. Ten f a m i l i e s .  

MR MACCRATE: Did your daughte r ,  mother, b r o t h e r ,  and two 
cniusi-ns a l l  l i v e  there ,  I n  Thuan  Yen, or d i d  some o f  t h e m  
l i v e  a t  ano the r  p l a c e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, t h e y  a l l  l i v e d  he re .  They a l l  l i v e d  i n  one 
house. 

Q- What i s  t h e  name o f  t h i s  hamlet  and of  t h i s  o t h e r  
hamlet  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on photo) ? 

A.  Sor ry ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q- On t h e  map t h i s  i s  known as My L a i  ( 5 ) ,  and I 
t h i n k  t h i s  i s  My L a i  ( 6 )  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  Is t h i s  a l l  p a r t  
of  Tu Cung, then?  

(Discuss ion o f f  r eco rd .  ) 

A. Th i s  i s  very  c l e a r ,  and I unders tand  t h i s  very  
w e l l .  These l i t t l e  subhamlets  are a c t u a l l y  groups of  f a m i l i e s  
i n  houses.  
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Q- What was des t royed?  
* 

A. My house,. 

MR MACCRATE: Did anyone else l i v e  t h e r e  i n  your house? 

A. There were on ly  f i v e  people  i n  my fami ly .  They 
w e r e  a l l  k i l l e d .  

(Discuss ion  o f f  r e c o r d . )  

I0 : M r .  NHON, d i d  you e v e r  h e a r  any V i e t  Cong pro-
paganda o r  s e e  any V i e t  Cong l e a f l e t s  which concerned what 
took p l a c e  a t  Thuan Yen on t h e  1 6 t h  of March? 

A. Y e s ,  I have seen  l e a f l e t s  concern ing  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

Q- Do you remember what t h e  l e a f l e t s  s a i d ?  

A. he l e a f l e t s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Americans assembled 
t h e  people  and s h o t  and k i l l e d  hundreds of  them. 

Q- How many people  l i v e d  i n  Thuan Yen? 

A. A t  t h a t  t ime? 

Q- Y e s .  

A.  I d o n ' t  know. I w a s  i n  e x i l e  and I d o n ' t  know. 
I would guess  approximately  250 people .  

Q 250 people?  Are t h e r e  men, women, and c h i l d r e n ?  
..-

A. Yes, s i r ,  a l l .  

,Q What e l s e  d i d  you h e a r  about t h e  V i e t  Cong rumors? 
Were they  making any s logans ,  any p o s t e r s ,  o r  l e c t u r i n g  t o  
people?  

A. I d i d  n o t  h e a r  o r  s e e  any evidence o f  t h o s e  k inds  
o f  a c t i o n  by t h e  VC. 

Q Were o r  are you t h e  PF p l a toon  l e a d e r  a t  t h e  
p r e s e n t  t ime? 

A. I have n o t  been a PF p l a toon  l e a d e r  i n  3 y e a r s .  
A H a m l e t  Chief  c a n ' t  be  bo th .  
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Q- W e l l ,  what a r e  you now? 

A. I n  1965, I was appoin ted  Hamlet Chie f .  A t  t h a t  
t ime I Kad t o  g ive  up t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  p l a toon  l e a d e r  of t h e  
PF p l a toon .  I w a s  subsequent ly  e l e c t e d  H a m l e t  Chief  i n  t h i s  
y e a r ,  1969. 

Q. What a r e  you now? Are you H a m l e t  Chief  and PF 
p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I s t a t e d  t h a t  I cannot be  bo th .  I am 
n o t  a p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  a t  t h i s  t ime.  

Q- I see .  You a r e  t h e  Hamlet Chief of  t h o s e  l i v i n g  
i n  t h e  Son My Model V i l l a g e .  

A. These a r e  temporary r e fugees  be ing  h e l d  t h e r e  i n  
t h e  model v i l l a g e  u n t i l  t hey  can be r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  ham-
Lets. I am a c t i n g  a s  t h e  Hamlet Chief f o r  t h e s e  people .  I 
am f u l f i l l i n g  t h e  du ty  of Hamlet Chief s e r v i n g  t h e s e  people  
. a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

Q T h i s  i n c l u d e s  a l l  of  t h e  f i v e  s d h a m l e t s ?  

A. Except t h e  VC. There i s  nobody a c t u a l l y  l i v i n g  
i n  t h e s e  hamle ts  now, b u t  I am t h e  Hamlet Chie f .  

Q. How many people  do you have i n  t h e  hamlet  o f  
Tu Cung? 

LTC STANBERRY: I n s i d e  t h e  hamlet? 

I0 : No, i n  t h e  model v i l l a g e ?  

A. Two hundred and f i f t y  f a m i l i e s .  There a r e  about  
600 people .  It i s  ve ry  unusual  t o  have less than  f i v e ,  s i x ,  
o r  seven people  i n  a fami ly .  There i s  an average of  f i v e ,  a t  
l e a s t .  Those people  a r e  i n  t h e  hamle t ,  b u t  are cons ide red  
t o  be VC a t  t h i s  t ime.  

MR MACCRATE: A r e  t hey  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  hamlet?  

LTC STANBERRY: They a r e  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  hamlet ;  b u t  u n t i l  w e  
b rought  them o u t ,  t h e r e  was cons ide red  t o  be  no one l i v i n g  

(NHON) 5 APP T-86 

CONFIDENTIAL 



i n s i d e  t.ilc haml.et e x c e p t  VC. The re fo re ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  
e x i s t s  now w i t h  250 f a m i l i e s  which should  be about  somewhere 
between 1,200 and 1,500 people .  The o t h e r s  a r e  fo l lowing  
t h e  VC. 

I0 : W i l l  t h ey  b e  l i v i n g  t h e r e  i n  Tu Cung, o r  w i l l  
t h e y  be  o u t  toward My L a i  (1) and o t h e r  p l a c e s ?  

LTC STANBERRY: What do you mean where w i l l  t h e y  be l i v i n g ?  
Where a r e  t h e  700, 800, 900? 

I0 : Are they  s t i l l  i n  t h e  Tu Cung a r e a ,  o r  have t h e y  
moved t o  o t h e r  a r e a s  w i t h  t h e  VC? 

A.  They are l i v i n g  i n  t h e r e .  

Q. S t i l l  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  same p l a c e .  There a r e  none 
he re?  

LTC STANBERRY: I t h i n k  I can g i v e  you a f a i r l y  t r u e  p i c t u r e  
of  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  e x i s t s .  The GVN have gone o u t  and 
o rde red  them a l l  back i n t o  t h e  model v i l l a g e .  The GVN brought  
them back i n  w i t h  a l l  good i n t e n t i o n s  and a good p l a n ,  b u t  
t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  some o f  them suppor t ing  t h e  VC. L e t ' s  f a c e  
i t ,  they  s t a y  back and work t h e  f i e l d  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s .  

!,'ACCaTX; There are  nGne l i v ing - -

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  There a r e  none l i v i n g  i n  t h i s  area, 
b u t  t h e r e  are a t o t a l  estimate of  700 o r  800 t h a t  a r e  no,t 
accounted f o r .  

Q A t  one p o i n t  you s a i d  "none he re"  and p o i n t e d  
t o  Thuan Yen. 

A.  There i s  n o t  a s i n g l e  house l e f t  i n  Thuan Yen 
(My L a i  ( 4 ) ) ,  and t h e r e  a r e  few h e r e .  

(Discuss ion  o f f  r e c o r d . )  

I0 : .Is t h e r e  ano the r  pagoda i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A .  There i s  on ly  one pagoda. This  i s  it i n  t h e  south-
w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  Thuan Yen. . 
Q M r .  NHON, i n  t h i s  p i c t u r e  a r e  any o f  t h o s e  members 
o f . y o u r  family? 

(NHON) 6 APP T-86 

CONFIDENTIAL 
a 



CONFIDENTIAL 


A .  I have n o t  seen t h i s  p i c t u r e  b e f o r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
recognize  any o f  t h e  people .  

Q - Do you know t h i s  o l d  man ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  p i c t u r e s ) ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  know him. 

Q. Well, M r .  NHON, w e  a r e  very a p p r e c i a t i v e  o f  your
coming i n  t o  g i v e  us t h i s  in format ion .  W e  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  p u t  
t o g e t h e r  t h e  complete s t o r y  of  what happened. Having a l l  
t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  you provided  us ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  names 
o f  t h e  subhamlets  and o t h e r  i n fo rma t ion ,  has  been very help-  
f u l .  I f  you have anyth ing  e l s e  t h a t  w e  h a v e n ' t  asked t h a t  
might be  h e l p f u l  t o  us ,  we would be  a p p r e c i a t i v e  of  h e a r i n g  
t h a t .  

One l a s t  q u e s t i o n .  Did you know anyth ing  about  
t h e  young c h i l d  t h a t  was brought  from Thuan Yen t o  t h e  
Quang Ngai h c s p i t a l  on t h e  16 th  of  March? 

A. Is i t  a g i r l ?  

Q. I unders tand it i s  a  boy, about  2 o r  3 y e a r s  o l d .  
H e  was brought  i n  by h e l i c o p t e r .  

A.  I h a v e n ' t  hea rd  a t h i n g  about  it. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  W e l l ,  thank you very much. 

( A e r i a l  photo a s  anno ta t ed  by M r .  Do Tan NHON was 
marked a n d  e n t e r e d  i n t o  ev idence  a s  E x h i b i t  P-164 .) 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1221 hours ,  31 December 
1969 . )  

(NHON) 7 APP T-86 


CONFIDENTIAL 




CONFIDENTIU 

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: PHO, Pham Van LTC 

DATE O F  TESTIMONY; 27 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Danang, Republic of Vietnam. 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: G2, 2d ARVN ~ ~ i v i s i o n .  

THE WITNESS' RECALL OF A VC PROPAGANDA LEAFLET. 

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  r e c e i v i n g  a p i e c e  of V i e t  Cong 
propaganda wi th  a l e t t e r  from t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  Chie f .  
H e  p r e s e n t e d  t h i s  t o  Colonel  TOAN, t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander 
(pg. 1). The w i t n e s s  noted t h a t  h e  d e l i v e r e d  t h e s e  documents 
t o  TOAN a t  t h e  l a t t e r ' s  r e q u e s t  wh i l e  he  was having a 
meet ing w i t h  General  KOSTER (pg. 2 )  . PHO d i d  n o t  know i f  h i s  
commander e v e r  d i scus sed  t h i s  w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON 
(pg. 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  d i s c u s s  t h i s  

w i t h  h i s  c o u n t e r p a r t  (pg.  3 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  TOAN d i r e c t i n g  
L ieu tenan t  Colonel  KHIEN t o  make a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  b u t  cou ld  
n o t  r e c a l l  h i m  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  (pg.  3 ) .  He a f f i r m e d  t h a t  t h e  
propaganda l e a f l e t  and t h e  accompanying le t te r  were t h e  on ly  
documents he  knew about  which r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  
(pg. 3 ) .  The w i t n e s s  had no knowledge of  any m a t t e r s  
r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  u n t i l  it w a s  pub l i czed  (pg. 4 ) .  
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Unsworn s tatement  of LTC Pham Van PHO was taken 
a t  Danang, Republic of Vietnam, on 27 February 1970. The 
ques t ions  were posed t o  LTC PHO by COL WHALEN. Also p r e s e n t  
was CW2 Coy L. WELLS, C I D  i n v e s t i g a t o r .  The wi tness  t e s t i -  
f i e d  a s  fol lows : 

COL WHALEN: General PEERS and h i s  committee a r e  near  t h e  
end of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and they a r e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  some 
more d e t a i l s  and l i t t l e  p ieces  of information s o  they can 
make t h e i r  f i n a l  r e p o r t  and we would l i k e  t o  ask you s e v e r a l  
ques t ions  s o  t h a t  we w i l l  be c o r r e c t  i n  t h e  way of informa-
t i o n  t h a t  w e  have. Colonel PHO,  a t  t h e  time of t h e  i n c i d e n t  
you were t h e  G 2  o f  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion.  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

That r i g h t ,  s i r .  

Q- The Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  Chief wrote a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  
Province Chief wi th  a p iece  of VC propaganda a t t ached  and 
t h i s  came up through t h e  province S2 t o  you a t  t h e  ARVN G 2 .  
Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A ,  Y e s .  

a - And then  you presented  it t o  General TOAN, i s  t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A. A t  t h a t  t i m e  I remember t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  
Chief ,  when they  s e n t  t h a t  l e t t e r  and t h a t  VC l e a f l e t  t o  
s e c t o r ,  a t  t h e  same time they  s e n t  t o  G 2 ,  2d ARVN Divis ion .  

a - Then you prepared-- 

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  I received t h a t  l e a f l e t  from D i s -
t r i c t  Chief s e n t  d i r e c t l y  G 2 ,  2d ARVN Divis ion.  

Q. And then  you prepared a p resen ta t ion  t o  General 
TOAN s o  t h a t  he would know about it. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Now l a t e r  on General TOAN had a  meeting with h i s  
advisor ,  Colonel HUTTER, I th ink  was h i s  name. An American 
genera l  from t h e  America1 Divis ion was p r e s e n t  and d iscussed  
Lieutenant  TAN'S l e t t e r  p l u s  t h e  VC propaganda. Is t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  
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A. Not n e c e s s a r i l y ;  t h a t  i s  no t  t h e  meeting organ-
i z e d  a t  General T O A N ' s  o f f i c e .  When I p r e s e n t  t h a t  p iece  
of new document t o  General TOAN. A t  t h a t  t i m e  I remember 
the  CG, Americal Divis ion  when they come t o  d i scuss  some 
p lan ,  maybe t h a t  was opera t ion  p lans ,  I d o n ' t  know. But 
a t  the s a m e  t i m e  General TOAN, he,  c a l l e d  m e  up and asked 
m e  t o  b r i n g  t h a t  p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  him and he showed t h a t  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  CG, Americal Division? 

Q - What was t h i s  C G ' s  name, do you remember? 

A. General KOSTER. 

Q General KOSTER w a s  t h e r e  with General TOAN. 

A.  General TOAN and h i s  counterpar t .  

Q- American s e n i o r  advisor?  

A. Right . 
Q - And the American genera l  was who? 

A .  General KOSTER. 

Q • General KOSTER, d i v i s i o n  commander. Did you s t a y  
during the d i scuss ion  or--

Q You j u s t  handed them the  paper. Is, t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q Do you know i f  the  genera l  d iscussed  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
any more wi th  maybe the  11th  Brigade Commander, Colonel 
HENDERSON? 

A.  I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  

Q Did you ever  d iscuss  with o t h e r  Americans about 
the  inc iden t?  

A. No, s i r .  
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Q. How about  your  c o u n t e r p a r t ?  

A. No, s ir ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q You d i d  n o t  mention it t o  your  c o u n t e r p a r t .  
General  TOAN d i r e c t e d  Colonel  K H I E N  t o  make an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Did Colonel  K H I E N  e v e r  make any r e p o r t  of t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  n o t  y e t ,  u n t i l  now. 

Q =  Colonel  K H I E N  s a i d  t h e y  a t tempted  t o  go i n t o  t h e  
a r e a  b u t  met VC r e s i s t a n c e  and then  two American p l anes  co l -
l i d e d  and t h e n  t h e y  changed t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n  
and then  came back and d i d  n o t  go i n t o  My L a i .  Is t h i s  how 
you remember t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l .  

Q- Do you know i f  t h e r e  a r e  any more cop ie s  o r  docu-
ments about  t h i s  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  we d i d  n o t  s e e ?  

A. No. W e  d o n ' t  have any more documents except  t h a t  
l e a f  l e t .  

Q* The l e a f l e t  p l u s  what e l s e ?  

A. J u s t  l e a f l e t  only.  

Q - And d i d  you have a l e t t e r  from L ieu tenan t  TAN, 
t h e  D i s t r i c t  Ch ie f?  

A. Y e s .  

Q- J u s t  t h o s e  two t h i n g s .  A r e  t hey  t h e  on ly  two 
t h i n g s  t h a t  you know? 

A. Y e s .  

Q- When t h e  g e n e r a l  d i r e c t e d  Colonel  K H I E N  t o  make 
h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  d i d  any of  t h e  Vietnamese ask Americans 
f o r  h e l p  t o  f i n d  o u t  i n fo rma t ion ,  f o r  u n i t s ,  o r  any th ing  t o  
h e l p  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  do  you know? 
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A, I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q Did you provide any copies o r  t r a n s l a t i o n s  of 
these  documents t o  any Americans? 

A. Of course no t .  

Q. Do you know i f  General TOAN d iscussed  t h i s  with 
General (KOSTER o r  maybe General YOUNG l a t e r  on, a f t e r  t h i s  
time? 

A. No, I do not .  

Q. A f t e r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  when t h e  General d iscussed  
it with the  America1 d i v i s i o n  commander, d i d  you ever  h e a r  
anything mOre about My Lai? 

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q - That  was the  end df t h e  propaganda and t h e  in-
ves t i g a t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q You d id  n o t  hear  any more? 

?: U n t i l  when? 

A. U n t i l  t h e  i n c i d e n t  appeared i n  newspaper. 

Q 0 In 1,969, is that r i g h t ?  

A.  Yes, s i r .  

MR WELLS: I can1t t h ink  of any o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ,  i t  seems 
that everything has been covered. You have been very help-
f u l  and very coopera t ive ;  I th ink  very p a t i e n t ,  a l s o .  

COL WHALEN: Do you have any o t h e r  ideas?  

A. No, s i r .  

COL FmALEN: Thank you very much, Colonel PHO. 
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(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  at 1 3 2 0  h o u r s ,  2 7  February  
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SUEMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: PHU, Nguyen Dinh SGT 

DATES OF TESTIMONY: 1 and 2 January  1 9 7 0  

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: A m e r i c a 1  D iv i s ion  Courtroom, Chu L a i ,  
Republic o f  Vietnam. 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF:  N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: I n t e r p r e t e r  f o r  C/1/20 

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

PHU w a s  n o t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  t he  t i m e  of Capta in  
MEDINA'S b r i e f i n g  and t h u s  knew no th ing  about  t h e  miss ion  o r  
nhjective ( ~ Q s .4 ,  5 )  . On h i s  r e t u r n  h e  n o t i c e d  t h a t  a l l  
t h e  men i n  t h e  t h r e e  squads he  v i s i t e d  a long  t h e  bunker l i n e  
w e r e  d r i n k i n g  and s e v e r a l  were drunk (pgs .  5 ,  3 2 ) .  I t  w a s  
unusual  f o r  t h e  men t o  d r i n k  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  an o p e r a t i o n  
(pg. 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  observe  the use  of mar i juana  o r  o t h e r  
d rugs  (pg. 7 ) .  One of t h e  drunken s o l d i e r s  t o l d  PHU t h a t  
t hey  w e r e  going on an o p e r a t i o n  t h e  n e x t  day i n  which t h e y  
would k i l l  women, c h i l d r e n ,  c a t t l e  and e v e r y t h i n g  (pg. 5 ) .  
When PHU asked him i f  he  was jok ing  t h e  s o l d i e r  r e p l i e d  
t h a t  it was t r u e  (pg, 6)  . PHU d i s c r e d i t e d  t h e  man because  
he was drunk (pg. 6 )  . . PHU j o ined  t h e  d r i n k i n g ,  which -

! l a s t e d  u n t i l  midnigh t ,  and became drunk h imse l f  (pg. 6)  

THE ASSAULT ON MY LA1 . 
a. General  a c t i v i t y .  

PHU came i n  on t h e  second l i f t  which landed a t  
approximately  0750 (pg.  7 ) .  There w a s  a l o t  o f  f i r i n g  which 
s c a r e d  PHU because he  had never  been p r e v i o u s l y  involved  i n  
such a l a r g e  f i r e  f i g h t  (pgs .  7 ,  8 ) .  H e  w a s  w i th  MEDINA i n  
a p o s i t i o n  o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  u n t i l  t h e  f i r i n g  s topped 
approximately  20-30 minutes  a f t e r  t h e  l and ing  (pg.  8 ) .  While 
t h e r e ,  someone brought  i n  an ammunition c a s e  which con ta ined  
a medical  book, medicine and a t r a n s i s t o r  r a d i o  (pg. 8). 
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They en te red  t h e  v i l l a g e  a f t e r  t h e  f i r i n g  stopped (pg. 10). 

b. MEDINA shoots  a woman. 

PHU had no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h i s  i n c i d e n t  and d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  it even being d iscussed  by anyone (pgs.11, 1 2 ) .  
However, he may have remained behind a t  t h i s  p o i n t  because 
he was very f r i g h t m e 5  (pg. 12) . 

c .  The command group moves through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

(I)  Bodies a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  

The command group moved p a s t  a pagoda and 
en te red  t h e  v i l l a g e  on t h e  main t r a i l  (pg. 1 0 ) .  Where t h i s  
t r a i l  i n t e r s e c t e d  with a smal ler  t r a i l  he saw t h e  body of a 
seven o r  eight year  o l d  c h i l d  (pg. 1 0 )  . O f f  t h e  r i g h t  fo rk  
i n  t h e  road,  about e i g h t  t o  t e n  meters t o  t h e  sou th ,  he saw 
about 30 bodies  x c s t  of which were women and c h i l d r e n  
(pgs.  10 ,  1 2 ,  1 3 ) .  Nei ther  he nor  anyone e l s e  from t h e  
command group went c l o s e r  t o  t h e  bodies ,  b u t  he knew t h a t  
t h e  major i ty  of them were women and c h i l d r e n  from t h e i r  
d ress  (pgs.  1 2 ,  13) . Sergeant  M I N H  approached MEDINA and 
asked, "Why d i d  yo^ k i l l  t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  l i k e  t h i s ? "  
(pg. 1 3 ) .  MEDINA r e p l i e d ,  "That was t h e  o r d e r s ,  d o n ' t  ask 

''Iwhy" (pg. -... 
( 2 )  PHU in te rv iews  an o ld  man a t  an i n t e r s e c t i o n .  

In searching  hsuses near  an i n t e r s e c t i o n  
s o l d i e r s  found an o l d  b l i n d  man whom they brought t o  PHU 
f o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  { p ~ .1 5 ) .  PHU asked him ques t ions  about 
t h e  VC, 5v.t +he m a n  d i d  no t  s a y  anything (pg. 15) , The o l d  
aan was r e l e a s e d  after he was i n t e r r o g a t e d ,  b u t  PHU . d i d  n o t  
know what happened t o  him a f t e r  t h a t  (pg.  2 1 )  . Even though 
he saw a p i c l u r e  ~f h imse l f  with another  o l d  man and two 
ch i ld ren  he could r l s t  remember speaking t o  them (pgs.  15,  2 2 )  . 

( 3 )  Observations i n  t h e  v i l l a y e .  

O n  Leaving t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  they  re-entered t h e  
v i l l a g e  where PHU observed approximately 20 bodies  of  men, 
women, and childrexi scattered i n  front of houses along t h e  
t r a i l  (pgs. 1 5 ,  1 6 )  . He d i d  not  see  any weapons (pg. 1 6 )  . 
MEDINA would have c e r t a i n l y  seen these  bodies  (pg. 1 7 ) .  A s  
he moved through t h e  v i l l a g e  he saw t h a t  houses were burned, 
animals were k i l l e d ,  and crops were destroyed (pg. 3 3 ) .  H e  
saw a t o t a l  ~f 40 t o  50 bodies ,  10 t o  15 of which were men 
(pg .  24). PHU d i d  n o t  complain tc  MEDINA o r  r e p o r t  it t o  
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anyone because MEDINA had s a i d  t h i s  d e s t r u c t i o n  and k i l l i n g  
was o rde red  (pg.  3 3 ) .  PHU d i d  n o t  see a d i t c h  w i t h  bod ie s  
i n  it (pgs .  1 8 ,  1 9 )  and s a w  on ly  one h e l i c o p t e r  l and  which 
w a s  f o r  CARTER'S d u s t o f f  (pg. 1 7 ) .  H e  w a s  unable  t o  under- -
s t a n d  any r a d i o  t r ansmis s ions  he  h e a r d  (pg. 1 8 ) .  They had 
lunch a f t e r  movlng through t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  18)  . 

d.  Act ions  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  My L a i .  

(1)  Movement toward t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e .  

A f t e r  l e a v i n g  My La i  t h e  company moved due 
east t o  t h e  n e x t  v i l l a g e  where MEDINA had PHU warn t h e  people  
t o  l e a v e  t h e  a r e a  immediately o r  be  k i l l e d  a s  t h e  people  i n  
My L a i  had been (pg. 2 4 ) .  MEDINA d i d  n o t  want t h e s e  people  
t o -e n t e r  My L a i  (pgs. 2 4 ,  25) . Thus, t hey  p icked  up t h e i r  
household be longings  and c h i l d r e n  and l e f t ,  moving eas tward  
(pg. 2 4 ) .  N o  d e t a i n e e s  were taken  du r ing  t h e  day (pg. 25) . 

( 2 )  Act ions  a t  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e .  

(a) Shoot ing o f  t h e  p r i s o n e r s .  

C Company jo ined  B/4 /3  a t  t h e  l a a g e r  
s i t e ,  which was 5 0 0  meters  t o  t h e  w e s t  of  My L a i ,  around 
1500-1600 hour s  (pgs .  2 5 ,  2 6 ) .  Some ARVN t r o o p s  w e r e  t h e r e  
as w e l l  as t h r e e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  (pgs .  26,  2 7 ) .  While PHU 
w a s  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  a B Company d e t a i n e e ,  t h e  man who had h i s  
f i n g e r  c u t  o f f ,  he  heard  weapons be ing  f i r e d  (pgs .  27, 37, 
3 8 ) .  H e  went over  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  and s a w  two p r i s o n e r s  l y i n g  
dead i n  t h e  d i t c h  (pgs.  27, 4 0 ) .  MEDINA and MICHLES w e r e  
nearby when t h e  p r i s o n e r s  were s h o t  (pg. 2 7 ) .  MEDINA o rde red  
t h a t  no more s u s p e c t s  be  s h o t  w i t h o u t  h i s  approva l  (pg. 2 8 ) .  
A h e l i c o p t e r  came and e x t r a c t e d  t e n  d e t a i n e e s  (pg. 2 9 ) .  

( b )  The c u t t i n g  o f f  of  a p r i s o n e r ' s  f i n g e r .  

PHU d i d  n o t  remember who c u t  t h e  f i n g e r  
o f f  t h e  man h e  i n t e r r o g a t e d ,  b u t ' d i d  remember KOTOUC 
s t a n d i n g  nearby b e a t i n g  a k n i f e  i n t o  t h e  palm o f  h i s  hand 
( P ~ S  27, 3 8 ) .  He r e c a l l e d w i t h  c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  MEDINA was 
p r e s e n t  and was watching a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  f i n g e r  w a s  c u t  o f f  
(pg.  39 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know what happened t o  t h e  man a f t e r  
t h i s  (pg. 37) . PHU remeniberedother i n s t a n c e s  where American 
u n i t s  had b e a t e n  p e o p l e ' s  hands t o  g e t  i n fo rma t ion  (pg. 3 9 ) .  
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( 3 )  PHU i n t e r r o g a t e s  p r i s o n e r s  on beach.  

PHU f l ew  t o  t h e  beach wi th  MINH, KOTOUC, 
and t h e  t h r e e N a t i o n a 1  P o l i c e  t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  20  p r i s o n e r s  
cap tu red  by a p l a t o o n  from B Company (pgs .  3 5 ,  3 6 ) .  PHU 
s e p a r a t e d  f i v e  from t h e  group and t h e  others  were r e l e a s e d  
unharmed (pgs.  35,  36) . PHU and M I N H  w e r e  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  
l a a g e r  s i t e  by a  h e l i c o p t e r  which cont inued  t o  a n o t h e r  
l o c a t i o n  wi th  t h e  f i v e  s u s p e c t s  and t h e  policemen (pg. 36). 

( 4 )  Act ions  on t h e  17 th .  

PHU r e c a l l - e d b u r n i n g  hootches  and c a p t u r i n g  a 
VC p l a toon  l e a d e r  on t h e  1 7 t h  (pg.  2 9 ) .  

3. INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

PHU d i d ;  n o t  r e c a l l  HENDERSON'S v i s i t  t o  t h e  f i e l d  
o r  h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of t h e  t r o o p s  a t  LZ ~ o t t i e  (pg. 3 0 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  remember any meeting o f  t h e  mmpany h e l d  by 
MEDINA t o  d i s c u s s  the inc iden t  (pg. 3 0 ) .  H e  w a s  n o t  
fo rb idden  t o  d i s c u s s  it and d i d  n o t  speak t o  anyone about  
it i n  an i n v e s t i g a t i v e  c a p a c i t y  u n t i l  he met w i th  a  
congres s iona l  committee i n  December 1969 (pgs .  3 0 ,  3 1 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  d i s c u s s  My L a i  i n  h i s  p r i v a t e  conversa t ions ,  
and t r i e d  t o  p u t  it o u t  of h i s  mind because t h e  t o p i c  u p s e t  
him (pg. 34) . H e  has  n o t  spoken w i t h  any a t t o r n e y s  abou t  
t h e  m a t t e r  and has sot  hea rd  froin LWDINA concerning it 
(pgs.  31, 321,  
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NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES 

I .  1 ! " w i t  marked p o s i  t i o r  -

- 0-4 Sketch of LZ' D o t t i e  of MEDINA1s CP w i t 1  
"1" and marked 

I p o s i t i o n  where he 
saw drunk s o l d l e r s  

I I 

Marked p o s i t i o n  
P-P , A e r i a l  p h o b  of  My L a i  where he w a s  w i t h  

I MEDINA w i t h  a ,"l". 
I I I 

Marked p o s i t l o n  
Q £  pasoda wi th  
a " 2 " .  

Marked pOSltlOn 
where he saw dead 
boy w l t h  a " 3 " .  

I 

Marked s p o t  where 
h e  t a l k e d  t o  b l i n d  

I o l d  man wi th  " 4 " .  
8 

!Marked s p o t  where  1 
1 he saw bod ie s  w i t h  

Marked s p o t  where 
t hey  had lunch witt-. 
a " 6 " .  

1 

Old man and PHU a f t e r  A s  i n d i c a t e d  by 
o l d  man i s  at o f  house.  t h e  w i t n e s s .  

A s  i n d i c a t e d  by 
Old man and himself .  t h e  w i t n e s s .  
Old man i n  house b e f o r e  A s  
P H U  b rought  h i m  o u t s i d e .  t h e  w i t n e s s .  

A s  i n d i c a t e d  by  I 
S a m e  ~ i c t u r ea s  P-7 I t h e  w i t n e s s .  - 1 
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15 

2 1  -

2 1  

21 
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Unsworn s ta tement  of SGT Nguyen Dinh PHU was taken 
a t  America1 Divis ion  courtroom, Chu Lai ,  Republic of Viet-
nam, on 1 January 1970. The ques t ions  were posed t o  SGT PHU 
by LTG PEERS and MR MACCRATE. Also p r e s e n t  was LTC B i l l y  M .  
STANBERRY who ac ted  as i n t e r p r e t e r .  Cer ta in  of t h e  q u e s t i o n s  
were t r a n s l a t e d  by LTC STANBERRY i n t o  Vietnamese and c e r t a i n  
of t h e  answers by SGT PHU were t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  English by 
LTC STANBERRY. 

10: Sergeant  P H U ,  I ' l l  f i r s t  t e l l  you j u s t  a l i t t l e  
about our  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  what we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  do, and how 
we  a r e  conducting it. 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- I should t e l l  you as  f a r  a s  t h e  American witnes-
s e s  a r e  concerned, a l l  of them a r e  be ing  sworn. They make a 
sworn s ta tement .  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q - W e  have no t  been doing t h i s  with t h e  Vietnamese 
wi tnesses .  A s  f a r  a s  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i t s e i f  i s  concerned, 
I was appointed as  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  by t h e  Sec re ta ry  
of the  Army and General WESTMORELAND, t h e  Chief of S t a f f  , 
t o  determine the  f a c t s  and cix-cumstances surrounding the  My 
Lai i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 1 9 6 8 .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  I was asked t o  
determine t h e  adequacy of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  which were made 
of t h e  i n c i d e n t  and then a l s o  t o  determine i f  t he  reviews 
of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  were adequate. Also,  I was d i r e c t e d  t o  
determine i f  t h e r e  had been any a t tempt  t o  suppress  informa-
t i o n  o r  t o  h i d e  information of t h e  i n c i d e n t  by any of t h e  
people who may have been involved i n  t h e  i n c i d e n t  o r  who 
may have been i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  chain of command. 

I n  t h e  course of making our i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  we 
have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  u s  any s ta tements  o r  ma te r i a l s  
which have been obtained through o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  For 
example, we have seen and a r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
of you which was conducied by t h e  C I D .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Our r e p o r t  w i l l  be a c l a s s i f i e d  r e p o r t  which we 
w i l l  submit t o  t h e  Secre tary  of t h e  Army and t o  t h e  Chief of 
S t a f f .  Very l i k e l y ,  t h e  r e p u r t ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  p a r t s  of it, w i l l  
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b e  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  Congress and o t h e r  governmental  o f f i c i a l s .  
I t  is a l s o  l i k e l y  t h a t  p a r t s  of it may l a t e r  become matter 
o f  p u b l i c  knowledge. 

Aside from myself h e r e  t oday ,  I have w i t h  me M r .  
MACCRATE. M r .  MACCRATE: i s  a well-known lawyer  i n  t h e  Uni ted 
S t a t e s  who was asked by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  
m e  and t o  s e r v e  as a l e g a l  counse l  i n  t h e  conduct  of t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i u n .  M r .  MACCRATE has  vo lun tee red  t o  do t h i s  and 
has  l e f t  h i s  l e g a l  p r a c t i c e  f o r  t h e  t ime b e i n g  t o  assist  m e .  
A l l  of t h e  American m i l i t a r y  w i t n e s s e s  have been o rde red  
n o t  t o  t a l k  about  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  any of  t h e  t e s t i -
mony which they  have g iven  i n  t h i s  k n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  any-
body t h a t  i s  connected w i t h  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  u n l e s s  i t ' s  
done i n  an o f f i c i a l  c a p a c i t y  where they shou ld  have t o  s e r v e  
a s  a w i t n e s s  b e f o r e  a j u d i c i a l  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body, such 
a s  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  group of  o u r  Congress,  o r  an a p p r o p r i s t e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. So w e  do n o t  d i v u l g e  any in fo rma t ion  
of o u r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  u n t i l  such t ime as a r e p o r t  i s  submit-
t e d  t o  t h e  Chief of S t a f f .  

Would you t e l l  u s ,  Se rgean t  P H U ,  what your  du ty  
ass ignment  was on 16 March 1968? 

A. A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I was a s s igned ,  working f o r  C/1/20 
and 11th Brigade.  

Q Sergc;nt PBU, I w3u32 zsk you tc speak u= 2 lit-
t l e  b i t  s o  t h a t  P r i v a t e  HOLLAND can  h e a r  you. H e  i s  making 
a r e c o r d  of your  s t a t e m e n t s .  Also ,  w e  a r e  making a t a p e  
r eco rd ing  t o  check a g a i n s t  it. So, you were a s s i g n e d  a s  an 
i n t e r p r e t e r  f o r  ~ / 1 / 2 0 ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  

Q And how long  had you been an i n t e r p r e t e r  w i t h  
C/1/20? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y ,  b u t  I t h i n k  about  4 
o r  5 months. 

Q - Four or five months? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Did you j o i n  them when they  f i r s t  came i n t o  South 
Vietnam i n  December? 
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And you were w i t h  them a l l  t h e  t ime s i n c e  then?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q And how long a f t e r  16 March d i d  you remain w i t h  
C h a r l i e  Company? 

A. About 2 more months. 

Q Two more rnonJ~hs,f i n e .  Now t h e n ,  going back t o  
the o p e r a t i o n  i t s e l f  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  of Son My on t h e  1 6 t h ,  
were you p r e s e n t  t h e  prev ious  day when t h e  o r d e r s  w e r e  i s s u e d  
f o r  t h e  operatioi: by Captain  MEDINA? 

A. I went  o u t  i n  t h e  f i c l d  w i t h  Capta in  iJlEDINA a l l  
t h e  t i m e ,  working f o r  them. 

Q When Captain  Medina i s s u e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t h e  
company on t h e  a f t e r n o o n  03 1 5  March, were you p r e s e n t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  
- -u wnat d i d  he  t e l l  the company? 

A. A t  t h a t  t ime it was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I was working 
i n  h e r e  f o r  C h a r l i e  Company. The f i r s t  t i m e  I went as i n t e r -
p r e t e r ,  t o o .  

Q- J u s t  a minute. I thought  you had worked f o r  
C h a r l i e  Company s i n c e  Deceliber? 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  A t  t h a t  tir,;e I cannot  speak Engl i sh  
very  w e l l .  I cannot  h e a r  very  w e l l .  Before  I go o u t  i n  t h e  
f i e l d  w i t h  Capta in  Medina, I t a l k e d  w i t h  t h e  G I ' s ,  o r  some-
t h i n g  e l s e  because I am t o  go o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  I t h i n k  they  
t a k e  me o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  f o r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  from t h e  people  
o u t  t h e r e .  Tha t  was t h e  only  t i m e  t h a t  t hey  had used m e  t h i s  
way. Something e l s e ,  you kncw, b e f o r e  I went o u ~i n  t h e  f i e l d  
I made p l a n s  f o r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  I d i d n ' t  know and I d i d n ' t  
unders tand  e v e r y t h i n g  about  it b e f o r e  I went o u t  i n  t h e  
f i e l a .  Capta in  MEDINA d i d n ' t  t a l k  w i t h  me about  eve ry th ing  
b e f o r e  I went o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

Q Did you h e a r  him t e l l  h i s  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  what 
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he wanted t h e m  t o  do? 

A. NO,  s i r .  

Q Did he show them on t h e  map where t h e i r  boundar-
ies were l o c a t e d ,  which p l a t o o n  w a s  going t o  be  on t h e  r i g h t  
and which on t h e  l e f t ,  and what he  wanted them t o  do? 

A.  NO, sir. 

Q. Did you h e a r  him t e l l  anyth ing  aboc t  what enemy
they  would f i n d  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. No, s i r .  You mean b e f o r e  I went o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

Q Yes. 

A. No, sir. 

Q What enemy d i d  you expec t  t o  encounte r  when you 
went i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

A. I n  My Lai?  

Q My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h e  nex t  day where they 
w e r e  going t o  a i r  a s s a u l t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  and t h e n  go i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  What enemy d i d  you expec t  t h a t  t hey  would meet? 

A.  I t h i n k  on ly  one o l d  ma;. When I came--

LTC STANBERRY t o  10: H e  misunderstood t h e  q u e s t i o n .  

(LTC STANBERRY t a l k s  w i th  t h e  w i t n e s s  .) 

A. Before  the o p e r a t i o n ,  I d i d n ' t  know where w e  w e r e  
going,  what t h e  o b j e c t i v e  was, what t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  was, 
no r  what w a s  expec ted  t h e r e .  My f u n c t i o n  was prxmar i ly  t o  
fo l low Captain  MEDINA, t o  be  used a s  an  i n t e r p r e t e r  i n  t h e  
e v e n t  we m e t  w i t h  Vietnamese, f r i e n d l y  o r  o t h e r v i s e .  I had 
no i d e a ,  no knowledge of t h e  o b j e c t i v e ,  and had no way of 
expec t ing  what w e  were t o  encounte r .  

Q .  Did you h e a r  Captain  Y E D I N A  o r  anybody issue In-
s t r u c t i o n s  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  bunkers ,  t o  b u r n  the houses ,  t o  k i l l  
t h e  an imals ,  and t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  c rops?  

LTC STANBERRY: During t h e  opexa.t ion t h a t  day? 
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I0: N o ,  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  o r d e r s  t h a t  were i s s u e d .  

A .  I want t o  make a c o r r e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  r eco rd .  I 
d i d  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e .  T was n o t  p r e s e n t  a t  any ~ . ~ e e t i n gon 
t h e  1 5 t h  between t h e  s o l d i e r s ,  o r  t h e  o f f i c e r s  and t h e  com-
manders, t h a t  Captain  MEDINA held  w i t h  his s u b o r d i n a t e s .  Nor-
mal ly ,  Capta in  MEUINA conducted a meeting a t  n i g h t ,  f requent -
l y  l a t e  a t  n i g h t ,  w i t h  s o l d i e r s  b e f o r e  t hey  conducted an oper-
a t i o n .  I l a s t  s a w  Captain  MEDINA about  8 o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  
evening.  A f t e r  t h a t ,  I went o u t  i n : ~ ot h e  v i l l a g e  f o r  re-
c r e a t i o n .  Tha t  i s  d i f f e r e n t  from what I s a i d  I r e c a l l e d  a 
few minutes ago. 

& W e l l ,  I would l i k e  t o  come back t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,
though,  a s  t o  whether  o r  n o t  you h e a r d  Captain  MEDINA o r  
whether  you had h e a r d  anyth ing  about  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  
had been i s s u e d ,  whether  you h e a r d  it o r  whether  it was hear -
s a y ,  a s  t o  what t h e y  were t o  do t h e  fo l lowing  day? 

A .  S i r ,  t h e  t ime of my d e p a r t u r e  t o  go t o  t h e  v i l -
l a g e  may have been e a r l i e r ,  it may have been around 6 o ' c l o c k .  
This  i s  m a t e r i a l  i n  t h a t  a f t e r  I r e t u r n e d  i t  was probably 
around 8 o ' c l o c k .  I t  could have been l a t e r ,  b u t  I d i d  go 
t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and r e t u r n .  During t h e  tir.!e I was gone, t h e r e  
w a s  a meeting h e l d .  Upon my r e t u r n ,  I m e t  a l a r g e  group of  
s o l d i e r s =  Many ~f t h e  s o l d i e r s  were d r u n k ,  a l a rge  number. 
,One of t h e  s o l d i e r s  t o l d  me t h a t  tomorrow they  would go on 
an o p e r a t i o n  and they  would k i l l  women, c h i l d r e n ,  c a t t l e  and 
eve ry th ing .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  name of t h a t  s o l d i e r .  Only 
one s o l d i e r  t o l d  m e .  

Q - I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  s o l d i e r s  b e i n g  drunk.  What 
w e r e  t hey  d r i n k i n g ?  Were they  d r i n k i n g  b e e r  o r  what were . 

t hey  d r i n k i n g ,  and what was t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n ?  

A. They w e r e  d r i n k i n g  b e e r  and whiskey t o o ,  on t h e  
bunker l i n e .  They had b o t t l e s  o f  whiskey and cans  of b e e r  
i n  t h e  bunkers  on s i te .  

Q W a s  t h i s  j u s t  one squad,  o r  were a l l  of t h e  men 
d r ink ing?  

A. The bunkers  were ve ry  n e a r .  I v i s i t e d  two o r  
t h r e e  squads .  V i r t u a l l y  a l l  o f  them were d r i n k i n g  as i f  
t h e y  were hav ing  a p a r t y ;  a l o t  more t h a n  normal,  a l o t  more 
t h a n  u s u a l .  
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Q What d i d  you t h i n k  about  what t h i s  s o l d i e r  is 
t e l l i n g  you,  t h a t  tomorrow they  were going t o  k i l l  VC, and 
women and c h i l d r e n  as w e l l ?  

A. I was ve ry  s u r p r i s e d .  "Are you joking w i t h  me?" 
I asked t h e  man. That  person  s a y s ,  "I'm n o t  jok ing ,  t h a t ' s  
t h e  t r u t h . "  Tha t  person  was drunk and I d i s c r e d i t e d  it t o  
some e x t e n t  because he  w a s .  A f t e r  t h a t ,  I drank w i t h  them. 

Q How long  d i d  t h i s  d r i n k i n g  go on b e f o r e  t h e  men 
went t o  bed? 

A.  About midnigh t .  I t  was very  l a t e .  I a l s o  drank 
u n t i l  I w a s  drunk,  b u t  I would e s t i m a t e  around midnight .  

Q Was Capta in  MEDINA o r  any o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s  a-
round dur ing  t h i s  t ime? 

A. N o ,  s ir .  

Q Did t h e  men who w e r e  on t h e  bunker l i n e  t h a t  
n i g h t  l a t e r  on move away from t h c  bunkers ,  and somebody e l s e  
t a k e  over  t h e  bunker s e c u r i t y ?  

A. No, sir,  t h a t ' s  where they l i v e d .  l'hey s t a y e d  
t h e r e .  

Q - Do you remember anyth ing  more about  t h s t  n i g h t
t h a t  may have a b e a r i n g  u p m  o u r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. This  was t h e  l a s t  day of  standdown. Normally, 
they d i d  do a good d e a l  of d r i n k i n g  du r ing  t h e  days of  s tand-
down. But ,  normally t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  they went on an opera-
t i o n ,  they  d i d n ' t  d r i n k  excessiveLy. So t h i s  was, i n  my 
expe r i ence ,  soizewhat unusual .  I do noc r e c a l l  any o t h e r  i n -
c i d e n t  about  t h a t  n i g h t  t h a t  might be s i g n i f i c a n t .  

Q Where d i d  you spend t h e  n i g h t ,  Sergearl t  PHU? 

A. I normally s l e p t  i n  t h e  t e n t  w i th  Capta in  MEDINA. 
I a l s o ,  t h a t  n i g h t ,  r e t u r n e d  t o  h i s  t e n t  and s l e p t  i n  t h e  
t e n t  w i th  Captain  MEDINA. H e  was t h e r e .  H e  was a s l e e p  when 
I r e t u r n e d .  

10: W e ' l l  t a k e  a r e c e s s  j u s t  a minute.  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1112 hour s ,  1 January  1 9 7 0 . )  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1 1 1 4  h o u r s ,  1 January 
1970. A l l  pe rsons  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r eces sed  w e r e  
a g a i n  p r e s e n t .  ) 

10: Se rgean t  PHU,  d i d  any o f  t h e s e  men of t h e  com-
pany use  any mar i juana  o r  n a r c o t i c  drugs  of any kind? 

A. During t h a t  p e r i o d  I s a w  no one us ing  mari juana 
o r  any o t h e r  drugs .  

'2 W e l l ,  w e  may come back t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  b u t  now 
w e ' l l  go on w i t h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i t s e l f .  

(The w i t n e s s  w a s  shown E x h i b i t s  P-1 and MAP-4, 
and o r i e n t e d  t h e r e t o .  ) 

Q Sergean t  PHU,  w i l l  you d e s c r i b e  what happened 
du r ing  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  and what you d i d  a f t e r  t h e  a s s a u l t ?  

A. On t h a t  day when they  landed t h e r e ,  i n i t i a l l y  
Captain  MEDINA s e n t  o u t  two o r  t h r e e  p l a t o o n s ,  I d o n ' t  know 
e x a c t l y .  H e  t o l d  them t o  go i n t ~t h c  subhamlet .  

Q C a l l  it hamle t ,  w e ' l l  r e f e r  t o  t h i s  a s  My L a i  
( 4 )  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 

A.  During t h a t  t i m e ,  I was r i g h t  h e r e  w i th  Captain  
1.TEDINA. 

Q- I ' d  l i k e  you t o  mark t h i s .  Mark it wi th  a number 
1, i f  you w i l l .  

(The w i t n e s s  marked E x h i b i t  P-1 as r eques t ed  which 
w a s  l a te r  e n t e r e d  i n t o  ev idence  w i t h  a n n o t a t i o n s  a s  E x h i b i t  
P-165. ) 

Q The f i r s t  l i f t  of  h e l i c o p t e r s  landed h e r e  a t  
7:30. The second l i f t  was completed a t  7:50. So, every-
body--the l s t ,  2d, and 3d P la toons  were on t h e  ground by 
7:50. Now what t ime were you a t  p o i n t  l ?  

A. I w a s  on t h e  second l i f t .  We landed and w e  r a n  
t o  t h i s  l o c a t i o n .  I was on t h e  second l i f t .  W e  la;-,ded, I 
h e a r d  a l o t  of  f i r i n g ,  s o  w e  r a n  t o  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  immediate-
l y  - , 

Q - How long d i d  you s t a y  t h e r e ?  

A.  I a m  n o t  s u r e ,  b u t  approximately  20 t o  30 minutes.  
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Q Then what d i d  you do? 

A. During t h a t  20 o r  30-minute pe r iod ,  t h e r e  was a 
l o t  of shoot ing.  I was very scared .  I t  was t h e  most shoot-
i n g  I ' v e  e v e r  heard and it was t h e  f i r s t  time I have ever  
been i n  t h a t  much shoot ing.  J u s t  before  we l e f t ,  some sold-
i e r s  came up and brought an ammunition case.  There was no 
VC documents i n  chat ammunition case.  There was a medic book, 
sonle medicine, and a very small  r a d i o  a l s o  i n  t h e  ami~~unit ion 
box. 

Was it j u s t  a r e c e i v e r ?  

A. I t ' s  a c i v i l i a n - t y p e  r a d i o ,  j u s t  a smal l  t r an -
s i s t o r  r ad io .  

Q . And t h a t  a l l  came h e r e  t o  p o i n t  l ?  

A. I opened t h e  case  wi th  Sergeant  M I N H ,  another  
i n t e r p r e t e r ,  who was wi th  me s i d e  by s i d e  during t h i s  per iod .  

Q - Sergeant  M I N H  was t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  f o r  whom? 

A. He w a s  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  f o r  M I ,  f o r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
people.  

Q. Would t h a t  be Lieutenant  JOHNSON? 

A. Yes, it was Lieutenant  J O H N S O N .  I had met him 
o f t e n  and r e g u l a r l y .  

Q. Afte r  t h i s ,  what happened? 

A. Af te r  I opened t h a t  up znd saw what was i n  t h e r e ,  
I t o l d  Captain MEDINA t h a t  it was medical papers and a medical 
book. Then, they took t h e  case and I don't know where it 
went. A very s h o r t  per iod  of time l a t e r ,  they stopped f i r i n g  
i n  the  v i l l a g e .  Captain JXEDlNA, myself ,  and a few of the  
s o i d i e r s  s t a r t e d  through t h e  v i l l a g e .  As I r e c a l l ,  I went 
around t h i s  way ( i n d i c a t i n g  on map). 

Q Before we go on ahead, d i d  you accompany Captain 
-MEDINA s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  ].anding, when he l e f t  from here  
and went down i n  t h i s  genera l  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  Captain 
MEDINA went here?  

A. No, sir.  Because Captain MEDINA came i n  he re . . . .  
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Q .  Did you s e e  Capta in  MEDINA wi th  an H - 2 3  h . e l i c o p t e r  
e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning down i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  Capta in  MEDINA was 
on t h e  ground; t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  1 0  meters  i n  t h e  a i r ,  d i r e c t -
i n g  Capta in  MEDINA t o  people  on t h e  ground. Do you r e c a l l  
t h i s  ? 

LTC STANBERRY: This  i s  a p o i n t  n o t  c l a r i f i e d  e a r l i e r .  H e  
s t a t e s  t h a t  Capta in  MEDINA came on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ;  he came 
on t h e  second l i f t .  

I0: From h e r e  t o  down t o  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  i s  a d i s t a n c e  
of about  600 t o  SO0 meters  t h a t  Capta in  MEDINA moved t o  t h e  
sou th  sometime du r ing  t h e  p e r i o d  from 8 t o  9 o ' c l o c k .  H e  
t hen  r e t u r n e d  aga in  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

LTC STANBERRY: A f t e r  t h e  e n t i r e  l a n d i n g  had been completed. 

A. I was by h i s  s i d e  from t h e  t ime  I landed and en-
t e r e d  t h i s  a r e a .  On t h e  second lift, I e n t e r e d ,  m e t  Captain  
MESINA a t  t h i s  p o i a t ,  and s t a y e d  by h i s  s i d e .  

Q Could we e s t a b l i s h  some t i m e s ,  t h e n ,  because I 
t h i n k  it i s  impor t an t .  

LTC STANBERRY: He met w i t h  Captain  MEDINA h e r e .  He s t a y e d  
w i t h  him u n t i l  t hey  l e f t  t h i s  v i l l a g e .  I t h i n k  w e  a r e  t a l k -
i n g  abou t  a r e l a t i v e i y  s h o r t  p e r i o d  of  t i m e .  According t o  
t h e  t ime  r e q u i r e d ,  it could  have been done by 0 800 .  I 
h a v e n ' t  g o t t e n  t o  t h e  p o i n t  of what t i m e  he l e f t  Captain  
MEEINA. 

A. H e r e  about  20 o r  30 minutes .  During t h i s  t i m e ,  
w e  g o t  t h e  ammunition c a s e .  From h e r e  I moved through t h i s  
a r e a .  We en-cered t h e  v i l l a g e  and I saw a s m a l l  pagoda. 

Q w  Small  pagoda, how b i g ?  

A. Th i s  i s  n o t  t h e  v i l l a g e  pagoda. This  was a 
s m a l l  pagoda i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q .  Y e s .  And about  where was t h i s  l oca t ed?  

A. I cannot  remember c l e a r l y ;  b u t  I d i d  n o t i c e  one 
du r ing  t h e  t ime w e  moved through t h i s  a r e a .  

' 2 s  P l e a s e  mark a number 2 a t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  
s m a l l  pagoda. (Witness marked l o c a t i o n  on t h e  photo,  l a t e r  
E x h i b i t  P-165.) 
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A .. I d o n ' t  remember c l e a r l y  bu t  i t  was somewhere 
on our t r i p .  I am j u s t  no t  s u r e  where I went through t h i s  
v i l l a g e ,  except  we d i d  go through it. P l o t t i n g  it is n o t  
accurate .  

Q. We understand. One th ing  t h a t  you made mention 
of i n  your statement t o  t he  C I D  was t h a t  you l a t e r  saw q u i t e  
a few bodies l y ing  on a  road. Which road was t h i s ?  

(The witness  prepared a rough sketch t o  he lp  
o r i e n t  himself .  The road was inh i ca t ed  on the  sketch.  
Upon becoming o r i en t ed ,  the  wi tness  exc lus ive ly  used the  
a e r i a l  photo. The sketch was not  en te red  i n t o  evidence.) 

A. Here i s  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Here is  the  LZ and here  
i s  the  place  where I s tayed ou ts ide  of t he  v i l l a g e .  The 
v i l l a g e  i s  i d e n t i f i e d  by a  hedgerow t h a t  goes around it. 
Iiere i s  the  place  I ,  Captain MEUINA, t he  o t h e r  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  
a  number of s o l d i e r s ,  and Lieutenant JOHNSON were. Af te r  
they stopped f i r i n g  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  we went through the  
v i l l a g e .  I saw a pagoda here .  The reason I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  doing it by sketch i s  I am unable t o  place  it on the  
map. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  

A. Passing t h s  pagoda, t h e r e  was another  fence.  
W e  went p a s t  t h a t  and here  is a road i n  the  v i l l a g e ,  the  
v i l l a g e  road, and t h e r e  i s  an i n t e r s e c t i o n  and a very small  
t r a i l  t h a t  continues.  Going down t h i s  road, I s tood  here  
wi th  Captain MEDINA and the re  was ,a small  c h i l d  7 o r  8 
years  o ld ,  dead, l y ing  j u s t  o f f  t he  i n t e r s e c t i o n  on the  
small  road. So I stepped up c l o s e r  and on t h e ' f o r k  of 
t he  road t o  the  r i g h t ,  t o  t he  south,  I saw a p i l e  of 
corpses.  I woold es t imate  maybe 30 people. 

Q. Were those  bodies i n  the  v i l l a g e ;  o r  were they 
on a t r a i l  o r  roaci ou t s ide  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  with r i c e  paddies 
on e i t h e r  s i d e ?  

A. This i s  t h e  road and t h e r e  a r e  rice paddies 
on both s i d e s  of the  road. There were r i c e  paddies on t h e  
s i d e ,  t he re fo re ,  it could have been on the  ou t s ide  of the  
v i l l a g e  s ince  it appears t h e r e  a r e  no r i c e  paddies i n s i d e  
the  hamlet. 

Q. Well, we have previous i nd i ca t ions  t h a t  r i g h t  
i n  t h i s  a r ea  here  ( i nd i ca t ing )  is  where t h e r e  were seve ra l  
bodies toge ther  on t h i s  road. 
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A. That very l i k e l y  i s  t h e  road because t h e r e  i s  a 
r i c e  paddy on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  road. I s tood he re  and I 
saw a p i l e  of corpses  here .  There a r e  some small  houses 
he re  and over he re  i s  a r i c e  paddy. 

Q Let  me go c l e a r  back, Now t h a t  we have come 
down t o  he re ,  we could have corue l i k e  so ( i n d i c a t i n g )  t o  
come down t o  here .  

A .  I only remember t h a t  it went t h i s  way. I do 
n o t  remember e x a c t l y  how f a r ,  b u t  I know it curved some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q . Now, coning back t o  Captain MEDINA and h i s  
command group, about 8 o ' c lock  o r  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  Cap-
t a i n  MEDINA wenc down i n t o  t h i s  a rea  and he took a l l  t he  
command group with him. Captain MEDINA, t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t ,  and o t h e r  people say you went from herc  down t o  
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and came back t o  about i n  he re  ( ind ic -
a t i n g )  someplace. 

A. This  could have happened. However, i f  it d i d ,  
t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, it must have happened before  
I a r r i v e d .  E'rom t h e  moment I a r r i v e d ,  I know t h a t  I was 
by Captain M E D I N A 1 s  s i d e .  W e  landed h e r e ,  opened t h e  case ,  
went through t h e  hamlet ,  then  we l e f t  t h e  hamlet. 

Q W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  a very d i f f i c u l t  problem because 
we ' re  t r y i n g  t o  ask people t o  remember th ings  t h a t  took 
p lace  n e a r l y  two yea r s  ago. But, I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  you have 
heard o r  read  i n  t h e  newspaper t h a t  t h e r e  is  a s t o r y  about 
Captain MEDiNA shoot ing a woman on the  ground. This i s  
supposed t o  have taken p lace  i n  t h i s  a r e a  between 8 and 9 
o ' c lock  i n  t h e  morning. Everybody was on t h e  ground by 
7:50, s o  i f  you s t ayed  with Captain MEDINA, you had gone 
down sou th ,  maybe crossed a d i t c h ,  and i n  h e r e  t h e r e  was 
a h e l i c o p t e r  hovering no t  very f a r  o f f  t h e  r i c e  paddy 
and marking, wi th  smoke grenades,  bodies  on the  ground. 
Do you remember t h a t ?  

A. No. 

Q- W e l l ,  t h i s  is conceivable.  

LTC STANBERRY: The ques t ion  I asked was, " I f  you had gone 
down he re  would you have c e r t a i n l y  remembered i t ? "  H i s  
a t t i t u d e  seems t o  be i n i t i a l l y ,  "I d i d n ' t  go d e f i n i t e l y , "  
b u t  l a t e x ,  "I t h i n k  I would remember b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 
doing that. " 
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10: H e  may have s t a y e d  beh ind ,  you see, w i t h  
L ieu tenan t  JOHNSON and Se rgean t  MINH t o  look  ove r  t h i s  am-
muni t ion box of  documents, medical  s u p p l i e s ,  and t h e  r a d i o .  
I n  t h e  meantime, Capta in  MEDINA and t h e  group may have gone 
down t o  t h i s  area. 

A .  I t  i s  ve ry  c o r r e c t  t h a t  I w a s  very s c a r e d ,  very 
a f r a i d .  Th i s  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t ime t h a t  I had g o t t e n  i n  a f i r e  
f i g h t  of t h i s  magnitude. The re fo re ,  i t ' s  c e r t a i n l y  con-
c e i v a b l e ,  and I concede t h a t  t h i s  may have happened. 

Q =  Then from what you have s a i d ,  you d i d  n o t  s e e  
Captain  MEDINA shoo t  a woman i n  a r i c e  paddy on a bund; 
a woman who w a s  e i t h e r  dead o r  wounded? 

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  i t ,  and I d idn  I t  h e a r  anyone men-
t i o n  it. 

Q .  This  p o i n t  t h e n  i s  where you saw a sma l l  boy
dead h e r e  and bod ie s  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  Mark t h a t  w i t h  a 3 .  
(The w i t n e s s  d i u  a s  r e q u e s t e d . )  

I0 : L e t  t h e  r e c o r d  show t h a t  a t  p o i n t  3 ,  Sergean t  
P H U  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  on a t r a i l  j u s t  n o r t h  of  t h e  road j u n c t i o n  
h e  s a w  a s m a l l  c h i l d  t h a t  had been k i l l e d .  Alsu,  t o  t h e  
sou th  of t h e  road  j u n c t i o n ,  on t h e  road ,  ,he saw a group of 
bod ie s .  Did you go o u t  t o  look a t  t h e s e  dead peop le?  

A. I d i d  n o t  go o u t ,  b u t  they  w e r e n ' t  very  f a r  from 
where I w a s .  

Q - Did Capta in  MEDINA go o u t  t o  look a t  them? 

A. No, - s i r .  

Q. O r  L i e u t e n a n t  JOHNSON o r  Se rgean t  MINH? 

A .  N o ,  sir .  

Q Bow f a r  away from you w e ~ et h e  bodies?  

A .  I w a s  ve ry  n e a r ,  about  8 o r  1 0  meters .  
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Q Y e s .  

A. I w a s  ve ry  c l o s e .  I c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  
how close b u t  perhaps  8 o r  1 0  me te r s .  None of t h e  command. 
group went o u t  t h e r e ,  b u t  t h e r e  were a couple  of s o l d i e r s  
o u t  t h e r e .  

Q Could you i d e n t i f y  them? Were they  VC s o l d i e r s ?  
Were they  women? O r ,  what w e r e  they?  

A.  I observed t h a t  most w e r e  women and c h i l d r e n .  
They w e r e  a l s o  -- I ' m  n o t  r e a l  c e r t a i n  b u t  I ' m  q u i t e  cer-
t a i n  t h a t  t h e r e  were men i n  t h e  group. I s a w  t h a t  most of 
them w e r e  d r e s s e d  and t h e r e  were w h i t e  and b l a c k  c l o t h e s .  
T h a t ' s  how I would conclude t h a t  t hey  were women and 
c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  it i s  obvious t h e r e  were some men. The VC 
wore b l a c k  c l o t h i n g  i n  t h a t  a r e a  and t h e r e  w e r e  a l o t  of 
people  t h e r e  w i t h  b l a c k  c l o t h i n g  on. 

'd How many bod ie s  would you e s t i m a t e  w e r e  there, 
Se rgean t  PHU? 

A. Somewhere around 20 o r  30.  

LTC STANBERRY: The term he i s  us ing  i s  a p i l e ,  b u t  i n  
no l o c a t i o n  d i d  he s e e  one body on t o p  of  ano the r .  

I0: What d i d  you do then?  

A. I w a s  s t a n d i n g  h e r e  w i t h  Se rgean t  M I N H ,  
L i e u t e n a n t  JOHNSON, and Capta in  MEDIIiA and t h e  o t h e r s .  I 
looked around and saw my f r i e n d  Se rgean t  MINH nex t  t o  me. 
H e  approached Captain  MEDINA and s a i d ,  "Why d i d  you k i l l  
t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  l i k e  t h i s ? "  Captain  MEDINA who was 
s t a n d i n g  by m e  answered, "That was t h e  o r d e r s ,  don 't ask 
why.'' Tha t  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  o p e r a t i o n  I had gone on and seen  
a l o t  of  people  k i l l e d .  I d i d n ' t  know what t o  do,  I wanted 
t o  c ry .  W e  w e r e  t h e r e  5 o r  10 minutes t h e n  we s t a r t e d  
moving. A s  I could  r e c a l l  --
Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  May I ask you,  Se rgean t  PHU,  be-
f o r e  you s t a r t e d  moving e a s t ,  d i d  you s e e  a  co lo red  s o l d i e r  
t h a t  had been s h o t  through t h e  f o o t ?  

A.  Y e s .  , 
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Q Where d i d  you s e e  t h e  co lo red  s o l d i e r  t h a t  had 
been s h o t  th rough  t h e  f o o t ?  

A .  Much l a t e r ,  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  h e r e .  Probably 15  
minutes o r  s o  l a t e r .  The 15  minutes o r  s o  is very d i f f i c u l t  
t o  remember. 

Q A f t e r  t h e  medic had worked on t h e  co lo red  
s o l d i e r ' s  f o o t ,  a h e l i c o p t e r  d u s t o f f  came i n  t o  p ick  him 
up. Do you remember where t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  came i n .  

A .  Here ' s  t h e  schoolhouse and I w a s  t h e r e ,  where " 
w e  had lunch.  During t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I was t h e r e . .  .. 

I t ' s  my op in ion  t h a t  it was a schoolhouse.  I t  
could  have been ano the r  b u i l d i n g .  There was no s i g n  o r  any-
t h i n g ,  b u t  I assumed it was a schoolhouse.  W e  had lunch by 
the l a r g e  house t h a t  day. During t h e  t ime t h a t  I was t h e r e ,  
some s o l d i e r s  came i n  c a r r y i n g  a man w i t h  a wounded f o o t .  
And t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  came i n  r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  of t h a t  school-
house and t h a t ' s  where t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  landed.  

Q I t  could have been o u t  i n  h e r e ,  o r  it could  
have been over  i n  h e r e ?  Which do you r e c a l l ?  

A
a*. - A -n c  hect--- I L A T C U ~ ~r e c a l l i  it w ~ i j l dbe ove r  i n  
t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q When you came h e r e ,  d i d  you come back aga in
a f t e r  you s a w  t h e s e  bod ie s  w i t h  t h e  s e r g e a n t  o r  t h e  co lo red  
s e r g e a n t .  

A. No, s i r ,  we d i d  n o t  r e t u r n .  W e  con t inued  on. 

Q Well,  i f  you d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  where it was 
o r  c a n ' t  p i c k  it o u t  on t h i s  s k e t c h ,  I t h i n k  i t ' s  b e s t  n o t  
t o  mark it. 

Do you remember, Se rgean t  PHU, when you w e r e  
w i t h  Capta in  MEDINA, L i eu t enan t  JOi<NSON, and Se rgean t  M I N H ,  
t h a t  t h e r e  was an o l d  man w i t h  two smal l  boys? 
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A. I remember t h e  o l d  man. He was b l i n d .  I asked 
him some ques t ions  about t h e  VC i n  t h e  a r e a .  

Q e From t h i s  p o i n t ,  where d i d  you t a l k  t o  him? 

A. A very ,  very short d i s t a n c e ,  j u s t  almost a t  
t h e  same p lace .  Some of t h e  s o l d i e r s  went i n  and were 
searching  t h e  houses and found t h i s  o l d  man. It  was very 
near  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  

Q Was it e a s t  of t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o r  was it back 
h e r e  t o  t h e  west? 

A. No, s i r ,  it was east. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Put  a 4 a t  t h a t  spo t .  Let the  
record  show t h a t  t h e  number 4 i n d i c a t e s  where Sergeant  PHU 
t a l k e d  t o  t h e  o l d ,  b l i n d  man. 

(Witness does a s  i n s t r u c t e d .  ) 

What d i d  t h e  o l d  man t e l l  you? 

A. He d i d n ' t  say anything.  H e  was very o l d ,  and I 
concluded t h a t  he c o u l d n ' t  s e e  o r  h e a r  anything. 

Q 9 Did he say anything about t h e  VC l e a v i n g  t h e  
v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  morning? 

A. He d i d n ' t  say anything,  s i r .  

Q Did you s e e  another  o l d  man who had two smal l  
boys wi th  him who was i n t e r r o g a t e d  by Sergeant  MIIvH and 
Lieutenant  JOHNSON? 

A. There w e r e  a number of t imes when I went wi th  
Captain MEDINA and Sergeant  M I N H  went wi th  Lieutenant  
JOHNSON. I was n o t  with him and d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

Q. Now then ,  l eav ing  p o i n t  4 ,  then what d i d  you do 
next?  

A. A f t e r  t h a t  p o i n t ,  we went back i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
On t h e  road t h e r e  I a l s o  saw a few bodies  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  
houses. A f t e r  we l e f t  p o i n t  4 ,  we reen te red  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
From t h a t  p o i n t  along t h e  t r a i l  with houses on each s i d e ,  
I saw i n  f r o n t  of some of t h e  houses more bodies .  
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Q. About where would t h a t  be? 

A. I r e a l l y  cannot  r e c a l l  which d i r e c t i o n ,  b u t  it 
w a s  back i n t o  t h e  hamlet .  

Q About how f a r  do you t h i n k  it was i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  I have n o t  thought  i n t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a s p e c t  of  
it much. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l  and w i i l  use  t h e  means of  t h i s  
road  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  map). From t h e r e ,  I went o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  
house where I t a l k e d  t o  t h e  o l d ,  b l i n d  man and I s t a r t e d  go ing  
around. There i s  a very  sma l l  t r a i l  t h a t  l e a d s  back i n t o  t h e  
hamlet .  And I e n t e r e d  a few of t h e  houses ,  t o  s e a r c h  some of  
t h e  houses .  

Q - Did you s e e  a b i g  hosse ,  maybe two s t o r i e s ?  

A. Yes, about  two s t o r i e s .  

Q There i s  such a house i n  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e .  I c a n ' t  
p u t  it i n  t h e  e x a c t  s p o t .  I w a s  over  h e r e  t h i s  morning, and I 
know t h e r e  i s  a b i g  house.  I t  has  been p r e t t y  w e l l  knocked 
down, b u t  it i s  r i g h t  i n  h e r e .  Is t h i s  n e a r  the a r e a  you 
are speak ing  o f ?  

A. I t ' s  n e a r  t h a t  a r e a .  

Ci Ind ica te  w i t k  c zurbcr 5 about v:herr ycc. saw t h e  
bod ie s  around t h e  house o r  houses.  (Witness marked t h e  l o c a  -
t i o n  on map.) 

Q Sergean t  P H U ,  about  how many bod ie s  d i d  you s e e  
around t h e  houses t h e r e ?  

A. About 20 more. 

Q And what w e r e  t hey ,  Se rgean t  PHU? 

A. Men, women, and c h i l d r e n .  They were just 
s c a t t e r e d  i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  houses.  

Q a Were t h e r e  any arned VC? 

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  any wenpons. I f  they  had had weapons, 
t h e y  would have a l r e a d y  p icked  them up. b u t  t h e r e  w e r e  some 
men i n  b l a c k  uniforms.  

Q Where w a s  Capta in  MEDINA? Were you r i g h t  w i t h  
him? 
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A. During t h i s  p e r i o d ,  p a r t  of t h e  t i m e  I was wi th  
c a p t a i n  MEDINA and p a r t  of  t h e  t i m e  we were s e p a r a t e d ;  n o t  
f a r ,  b u t  he  i n  one house on one s i d e  and m e  i n  another .  

Q- Would Captain  MEDINA have seen  t h e s e  bod ie s?  

A. Y e s ,  c e r t a i n l y .  4 

Q - A f t e r  you l e f t  h e r e ,  where d i d  you go from p o i n t  
5? 

A. A f t e r  t h a t ,  w e  went o u t  on a l a r g e r  road ,  which 
I guess  i s  h e r e  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  map) because we were t o  g e t  
on a new road t o  go i n t o  t h e  nex t  hamlet .  

Q When you reached t h e  end of t h e  hamle t ,  do you 
remember s e e i n g  t h e  p l a toons  b e i n g  on o u t p o s t  h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q 0 D i d  you s t o p  h e r e  w i t h  Capta in  MEDINA and t h e  
command group and have lunch around h e r e ?  

A.  Before  we l e f t  , . ' w e  d i d  s t o p  and have lunch.  I 
had lunch w i t h  Captain  MEDINA. 

0 ,  D i d  you s e e  a h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d  out here? 

A. Y e s ,  I saw t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  come i n  and p i c k  up 
the c o l o r e d  s o l d i e r  t h a t  w a s  s h o t  through t h e  f o o t .  

(i Aside from t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r ,  d i d  you s e e  a sma l l  
h e l i c o p t e r ,  an  H - 2 3 ,  l a n d  over  h e r e  o r  l a n d  up i n  t h i s  a r e a  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  ? 

A .  I do n o t  remember. I on ly  s a w  one h e l i c o p t e r  
come i n  t o  p i c k  up t h e  wounded man, and it was very nea r  
where we w e r e .  

Q But you d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  a s m a l l  h e l i -
c o p t e r  l a n d  maybe 100 meters  from you? 

A. I don1t remember t h a t ,  s ir .  

Q Do you know gunships?  

A. Y e s .  

Q D i d  you e v e r  s e e  any gunship land?  
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A. No. 

Q W e l l ,  i f  you had lunch  h e r e ,  what d id  you do 
t h e n  a f t e r  lunch? 

A .  ' A s  soon as w e  f i n i s h e d  e a t i n g ,  t hen  w e  s t a r t e d  
moving t o  t h e  n e x t  hamle t .  

Q Would you i n d i c a t e  by a number 6 where you
t h i n k  you s topped  t o  have lunch? 

(Witness d i d  as reques ted . )  

Q - Le t  t h e  r e c o r d  show t h a t  t h e  nu~rbe r6 is  where 
Se rgean t  PHU r e c a l l s  having s topped  t o  have lunch.  
Se rgean t  PHU, i s  t h e r e  any q u e s t i o n  i n  your  mind about where 
you p u t  t h e  number 6? 

A. I remember c l e a r l y  t h a t  it was on a road.  There  
w a s  a road ,  and t h e r e  was a drool. W e  were r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  of 
t h e  s choo l ,  and t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  ianded a c r o s s  t h e  road and o u t  
i n  t h e  paddy from t h e  s choo l .  That  i s  t h e  road t h a t  goes 
r i g h t  o u t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  c9 

a 
Q You were n e a r  Captain  MEDINA a g r e a t  p a r t  of t h e  @ 
t ime.  Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

N 
A. Usual ly  I was w i t h  him. 9 

Q Did you h e a r  on t h e  r a d i o ,  o r  h e a r  any d i s c u s s i o n  
about  " s t o p  bu rn ing  t h e  houses"  o r  " s t o p  k i l l i n g " ?  

A. A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  as I mentioned b e f o r e ,  I spoke very  
l i t t l e  Engl i sh  and 1 could  unders tand perhaps  even less. I 
c o u l d n ' t  unders tand  any th ing  t h a t  was s a i d  on t h e  r a d i o .  

Q As  you moved through t h e  v i i l a g e ,  around t h e  end 
of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  over  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  o r  anyplace  h e r e ,  d i d  you 
see a l a r g e  d i t c h  t h a t  had many bod ie s  i n  i t ?  

A. A r e  we t a l k i n g  about  a man-made d i t c h  o r  a man-
made i r r i g a t i o n  ditch? 

Q An i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h  having trees a longs ide  o f  it 
t h a t  had a l a r g e  number o f  bodies  i n  i t ?  
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A. No, sir, I d i d  n o t  see any th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  I 
j u s t  saw t h e  ones t h a t  I mentioned t o  you a t  t h i s  t i m e .  
Bes ides  t h a t ,  I saw no o t h e r  corpses .  

10 :  W e ' l l  r e c e s s  now f o r  lunch and beg in  aga in  a t  
1330 hours .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1220 hour s ,  1 Jan-
uary 1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1 3 3 0  h o u r s ,  1 Jan-
uary 1970. A l l  p a r t i e s  who were p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  
r e c e s s e d  were a g a i n  p r e s e n t . )  

I0 : Sergean t  P H S ,  w e  have gone through t h e  opera-
t i o n  and p rog res sed  through t h e  v i l l a g e .  M r .  MACCRATE has  
some p i c t u r e s  t h a t  w e r e  t aken  d u r i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  You 
have s e e n  some of  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  b u t  we would l i k e  t o  go 
over  them a g a i n  w i t h  you t o  s e e  i f  you call i d e n t i f y  t h e  
scenes  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e s .  

MR MACCRATE: Se rgean t  PHU, I show you a photograph t h a t  
has  p r e v i o u s l y  been marked a s  E x h i b i t  P-26 and ask you i f  
you can i d e n t i f y  t h a t  f o r  us?  You w i l l  f i n d  on t h e  re-
v e r s e  s i d e  a co lo red  copy of t h e  same p i c t u r e .  

A. Th i s  i s  LZ D o t t i e .  

Q I show you P-57  and ask you t o  i d e n t i f y  t h a t ,  
p l e a s e ?  

A. This  i s  a s e r g e a n t  E-5 squad l e a d e r .  I do no t  
remember h i s  name. 

Q Now P - 3 3 ,  and you w i l l  f i n d  a co lo red  copy of 
t h a t  p i c t u r e  on t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e .  

A. I remember t h i s  p i c t u r e  because I e n t e r e d  
t h i s  house.  I s a w  t h e  two c o r p s e s ,  and I went through 
the door: I d i d n ' t  go n e a r  t h e  co rpses .  The t i m e  I came 
through w a s  s l i g h t l y  a f t e r  t h i s .  The house had a l r e a d y  
burned.  

Q Can you l o c a t e  t h e  house f o r  u s ,  approximately ,  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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A. I c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  u n t i l  I go back t o  
t h a t  l o c a t i o n ,  b u t  it w a s  a f t e r  I passed t h e  cross roads^ 
where I saw t h e  p i l e  of co rpses  and b e f o r e  I a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  
schoolhouse where w e  had lunch.  

Q And i s  P-16 t h e  same b u i l d i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  same b u i l d i n g .  

Q Now I show you P-41.  I b e l i e v e  you s a i d  o f f  t h e  
r e c o r d  t h a t  you were n o t  c e r t a i n ?  

A. I d i d  s e e  a p i l e  of co rpses  b u t  I caniiot pos-
s i b l y  be  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  it. I ' m  j u s t  n o t  s u r e .  

Q - Were t h o s e  t h z t  you s a w  on a road o r  on a 
t r a i l  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  which appears  i n  P-41? 

A. Y e s .  They were very s i m i l a r ,  t hey  were a l s o  
on t h e  road.  The road was surrounded by rice padd ie s  s i m -
i l a r  t o  this.  

Q Now I show you P-7, P-6, P-10, P-8, P-9, P-11, 
and P-12 and ask  you i f  you can i d e n t i f y  t h o s e  p i c t u r e s  
for us? 

A. Th i s  number 7 ,  I recognize .  This  s o l d i e r ,  
c o l o r e d  s o l d i e r ,  w a s  wounded i n  t h e  f o o t .  And I was i n  t h i s  
a r e a  at that t i m e ,  rlvt i n  Lhis p i c t u r e .  I dcrri't recogiiize 
any of  t h e  people  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e  by name. Number 6 i s  t h e  
same p i c t u r e .  I w a s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  Number 10 i s  t h e  same p i c -
t u r e ,  b u t  h e r e  i s  a c l e a r  p i c t u r e  of L ieu t enan t  JOHNSON. 
I recognize  him. H e  i s  t h e  man knee l ing  i n  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  
p i c t u r e .  Number 8 i s  a p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  sane  a r e a .  I n  t h e  
background i s  Captain  MEDINA. I recognize  Capta in  MEDINA 
s t a n d i n g  h e r e .  And a l s o  i n  t h e  l e f t  background i s  t h e  
r a d i o  operator.. 

Q Is Capta in  MEDINA t o  t h e  r i g h t  and the r a d i o  
o p e r a t o r  t o  t h e  l e f t  i n  t h e  background? 

A. Capta in  MEDINA i s  t o  t h e  r i g h t  i n  t h e  back-
ground, s t a n d i n g ,  wearing h i s  helmet  wi th  t h e  i n s i g n i a .  
The r a d i o  o p e r a t o r  i s  i n  t h e  l e f t  i n  t h e  background w i t h o u t  
h i s  helmet on, s i t t i n g .  

Q W e l l ,  t h e r e  i s  something e l s e  miss ing.  Let m e  
show you ano the r  p r i n t  of  t h e  p i c t u r e .  Who is  t h i s  s t a n d i n g  
t o  t h e  r i g h t  h e r e ?  
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A.  I n  t h i s  p i c t u r e ,  t h e  same p i c t u r e ,  t h e  
face  of t h e  person on t h e  r i g h t  background showing can 
be i d e n t i f i e d  as  Sergeant  MINH. 

MR MACCRATE: Standing next  t o  whom? 

A. Standing what would appear t o  be about 6 o r  7 
f e e t  away from, b u t  t h e  next  person t o ,  Captain MEDINA. 
Number 9 h e r e ,  t h e  two men ca r ry ing  t h e  wounded s o l d i e r ,  
I recognize t h e  man on t h e  r i g h t  a s  S p e c i a l i s t  Four 
WI3MER. This p i c t u r e  i s  made i n  f r o n t  of t h e  school-
house, what I cons ider  t o  be t h e  schoolhouse, a t  t h e  
tifiie we were having lunch. Number 11 i s  a p i c t u r e  of 
t h e  two s o l d i e r s  ca r ry ing  the wounded s o l d i e r  on t h e  
medevac chopper. I was observing t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g  
a t  t h i s  t ime. I saw them take  him aboard. Number 12 
i s  t h e  same p i c t u r e  a moment l a t e r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  recognize 
any of t h e  people i n  number 12. 

Q. Next I show you P.-3. 

A. Number 3 i s  a p i c t u r e  .o f  me and t h e  o l d  man. 
A t  t h a t  t ime I was g e t t i n g  him ou t  of -!he house t o  
ques t ion  him. 

Q And now P-2. 

A. This  i s  a p i c t u r e  of  the  o l d  man a f t e r  I had 
taken him o u t  of t h e  house, and he i s  s i t t i n g  i n  the  road. 
He could hard ly  s e e ,  and he was deaf .  He d i d n ' t  answer any 
ques t ions .  

Q I show you number P-4. 

A. Number 4 is  a p i c t u r e  of t h e  o l d  man i n  t h e  
house and it was taken j u s t  a moment before  I brought him 
o u t  of t h e  house. I ' m  i n  t h e  l e f t  p a r t  of t h e  p i c t u r e  here .  

Q Do you know what happened t o  the o l d  man a f t e r  
you quest ioned him? 

A. Af te r  I had f i n i s h e d  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  him, and 
he answered no ques t ions ,  I advised Captain MEDINA t o  l e t  
him go, which he d id .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, he 
was r e l e a s e d  and went on h i s  own way. I d i d n ' t  observe. 
I d o n ' t  know where he went. 
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Q. I now show you P-6 7 and P-66. 

A. T h i s  i s  a p i c t u r e  o f  m e  and an old man. and 
two c h i l d r e n  but I d o n ' t  remember t h i s  very c l e a r l y .  I 
d o n ' t  remember the two c h i l d r e n .  

10: ' W e l l ,  you were t h e r e  w i th  Se rgean t  M I N H ,  
though? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember it c l e a r l y  b u t  I was g e n e r a l l y  
w i th  Se rgean t  MINH and very l i k e l y  he would remember t h e  
t w o .  

Q t  Who are t h e s e ?  

A. However, on 66  h e r e ,  I a m  s t a n d i n g  b e s i d e  
Se rgean t  MINH and t h e  o l d  man and the  two c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  
p i c t u r e .  And I a l s o  recognize  t h e  r a d i o  o p e r a t o r  i n  t h e  
r igh t -hand  s i d e  of t h e  p i c t u r e .  

MR MACCRATE: Is t h a t  Capta in  MEDINA1s r a d i o  o p e r a t o r ?  

A .  Y e s .  

10: Did you and Se rgean t  M I N H  i n t e r r o g a t e  t h i s  
o l d  man? 

A. Th i s  i s  Se rgean t  M I N H  and myself .  But I j u s t  
do n o t  r e c a l l  t h i s  man. We've done t h i s ,  met people  and 
asked them a  q u e s t i o n  o r  two hundreds of t imes ,  but I 
d o n ' t  remember t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t .  

Q How many people  d i d  you i n t e r r o g a t e  from t h i s  
~ 7 ii l a g e ?  

A. I remember c l e a r l y  one person.  T h a t ' s  t h e  
o l d ,  b l i n d  man. The o t h e r  people  I j u s t  a lmost  m e t  i n  
p a s s i n g  and d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  i n t e r r o g a t e  them u n t i l  a f t e r  w e  
l e f t  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  

Q From prev ious  w i t n e s s e s ,  it has  been i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  t h i s  o l d  man w a s  i n t e r r o g a t e d  and t h z t  he was t h e  one 
t h a t  s t a t e d  t h a t  30 o r  40  VC had l e i t  t h e  v i l l a g e  e a r l y  i n  
t h e  morning. 

A .  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  i n  t h i s  ca se .  But 
Se rgean t  MINH and myse l f ,  f r e q u e n t l y  t o g e t h e r  

CONFIDENTIAI; 



CONFIDENTIAL 

o r  whi le  both of us were i.n t h e  same a r e a ,  one of us and 
sometimes bo th  of us would t a l k  t o  t h e  people. I d o n ' t  
remember anything s p e c i f i c  about t h i s  o l d  man. 

Q - You d o n ' t  remember t h e  o l d  man? You d o n ' t  
remember what happened t o  him? 

A. I do n o t  remember. I d o n ' t  remember him. 

MR MACCRATE: I now show you P-13, se rgean t  PHU. 

A. The man s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  c e n t e r ,  I i d e n t i f y  as  
Lieutenant  ALAUX.He i s  t h e  person t h a t  c a l l e d  i n  a r t i l l e r y  
and a i r c r a f t  and s o  on. S i t t i n g  next  t o  him without  h i s  
helmet i s  a p la toon se rgean t .  

10: Which platoon? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember which one, b u t  he i s  a p la toon 
se rgean t .  Next t o  him i s  myself. Right over  me a l s o  
uncovered, no s t e e l  helmet,  i s  t h e  r a d i o  o p e r a t o r ,  Captain 
MEDINA's  r a d i o  opera to r .  

i v ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ :I n"w aiiuw you P-17 and ask you if yGu cafi 
l o c a t e  approximately where t h a t  p i c t u r e  was taken? 

A.  I th ink  t h i s  i s  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  schoolhouse. I 
b e l i e v e  t h i s  is t h e  a r e a  where t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  came i n  t o  
p ick  up t h e  wounded s o l d i e r .  

Q Was t h e r e  a time when t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  landed and 
took Sergeant  MINH? 

A. H e  d i d  go someplace i n  a h e l i c o p t e r  sometime 
during t h e  day. Yes, very s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  medevac was 
completed, a h e l i c o p t e r  came i n  and picked up Sergeant  
MINH . 
Q - , Was it a t  about t h e  same p l a c e  o r  a t  a d i f f e r e n t  
p lace?  

A. Same place .  

23 

CONFIDENTIAL 

APP T-96 



CONFIDENTIAL 

Q- Sergean t  PHU, I show you P-21, 

A.  Thi s  p i c t u r e  i s  Se rgean t  M I N H  on t h e  r i g h t  and 
on t h e  l e f t  L i eu t enan t  JOHNSON. I d o n ' t  remember t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  s i t e .  

10: Sergean t  P H U ,  you i n d i c a t e d  va r ious  p l a c e s  
where you had observed bod ie s .  How many dead women and 
c h i l d r e n  and o l d  men o r  noncombatants do you t h i n k  you 
s a w  t h a t  morning? 

A. With my own e y e s ,  I would e s t i m a t e  t h a t  I 
s . aw 40 o r  50 people ,  t o t a l - ,  k i l l e d .  Out of t h a t  40  o r  50,  
t h e r e  were perhaps  10 o r  1 5  men. The otl i .ers  were women 
a n d .c h i l d r e n .  

Q A f t e r  you l e f t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  what happened t h e n ,  
Se rgean t  PHU? 

A. We went i n t o  t h e  n e x t  v i l l a g e .  There w e  m e t  
some c i v i l i a n s .  Captain  MEDINA i n s t r u c t e d  me t o  t e l l  t h e  
people  they  had t o .  g e t  o u t  of t h i s  a r e a  because t h i s  a r e a  
w a s  a communist a r e a ,  and when they  r e t u r n e d  t h e  nex t  t i m e  
on an o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  anybody l e f t  i n  t h i s  area 
would be a l l  k i l l e d  j u s t  l i k e  i n  t h e  a r e a  they  had j u s t  
l e f t .  

Q Was t h i s  t h e  v i l l a g e  you went i n t o ,  o r ' w a s  i t  
up h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  ? 

A. Y e s .  I n  view of t h e  d i s t a n c e ,  perhaps  it was 
o v e r  h e r e ;  very  l i k e l y  i n  t h i s  a r e a  due e a s t  of Thuan Yen. 

Q W e  c a l l  Thuan Yen bIy Lai ( 4 )  f o r  t h e  r eco rd .  
About 500 meters  e a s t  of My L a i  you have i n d i c a t e d .  What 
happened t o  t h e  people?  

A. A s  soon as I f i n i s h e d  t a l k i n g  t o  them, t hey  
s t a r t e d  p i c k i n g  up t h e i r  g e a r ,  equipment, household 
be longings  and t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  and l e f t  g e n e r a l l y  t o  t h e  
e a s t .  

Q T o  t h e  e a s t ?  

A. E a s t  and n o r t h e a s t .  Captain  MEDINA t o l d  m e  

(PHU) 24  APP T-96 

CONFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL 

n o t  t o  l e t  them go back t o  t h e  p l a c e  where w e  had j u s t  
come from, t h e i r  o l d  p l a c e .  

9. A t  any t ime i n  moving t o  t h e  e a s t ,  d i d  you
p i c k  up any d e t a i n e e s  o r  VC s u s p e c t s ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q How many? 

A. About 15  people .  

Q- Where d i d  t hey  come from? 

A. They w e r e  c ap tu red  by B Company. 

Q. By B Company, b u t  n o t  h e r e .  You are t a l k i n g  
about  la ter .  But h e r e ,  d i d  C h a r l i e  Company p i c k  up any 
d e t a i n e e s  i n  going through? 

A .  No, s ir .  

Q None? 

A. I d i d n ' t  meet anyone o r  see them t a k e  anyone. 

Q - A s  I would unders tand it, C h a r l i e  Company k e p t
moving t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  u n t i l  about  what t ime? 

A. About 3 o r  4 o ' c l o c k .  

Q - Three or  f o u r  o 'c lock?  

A. I n  t h e  a f t e rnoon .  

And what d i d  you f i n d  t h e r e ?Q 

A. A t  t h a t  t i m e  w e  m e t  B Company. 

Q- Bravo Company. And what d i d  Bravo and C h a r l i e  
Companies do? 

A. They had cap tu red  a number of  people ,  about  
15 people ,  c i v i l i a n s .  

Q Were they  c i v i l i a n s  o r  w e r e  t hey  VC s u s p e c t ?  

A. VC s u s p e c t s .  A t  t h a t  t ime B Company d i d  n o t  
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have an i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Q - Is it your r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  you moved up t o  
about t h i s  a rea  from My Lai ( 4 )  and Bravo Company had 
come up he re  and both of them gathered i n  t h i s  genera l  
a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  ? 

Q For t h e  r ecord ,  i d e n t i f y  a l o c a t i o n  about 500 
meters west of My Lai  (1). Did you s e e  Sergeant  M I N H  t h e r e  
again? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember again meeting Sergeant  M I N H ,  
b u t  I d i d  meet Sergeant  H I E N  a t  t h a t  l o c a t i o n .  

Q D i d  you s e e  any ARVN o r  Nat ional  P o l i c e  t h e r e ?  

A. Yes. 

Q How many ARVN? 

A. About a p la toon.  

Q A platoon? About 30?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know b u t  I saw a nurrtber of them. I. . .
r e m e ~ h e ra Vie+__n_=lmese. l ieutena-n.t .  H e  ~5~1sa 2 2  D ~ T J L E I C , ~ ,  
s o l d i e r .  

Q. He was 2d Divis ion ,  and he was a second l i e u t e n a n t ?  

A. Second l i e u t e n a n t .  2d ARVN Divis ion.  

Q And d id  you s e e  any National  Po l i ce  t h e r e ,  
Nat ional  P o l i c e  F i e l d  Force? 

A.  National  P o l i c e ,  not National  P o l i c e  F i e l d  
Forces.  

Q . And do you know where they came from? 

Q 9 I d o n ' t  know how they got  t h e r e  o r  anything,  
I j u s t  s a w  them t h e r e .  

Q 0 How many National  Po l i ce  were t h e r e ?  
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A. About t h r e e  people .  

Q- About t h r e e .  Do you know where t hey  came from? 

I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. What happened t h e r e  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  w i t h  
t h e  d e t a i n e e s  and t h e  ARVN and N a t i o n a l  P o l i c e ?  

A. I n  t h a t  a r e a ,  we had t h e  p o l i c e ,  t h e  ARVN 
p l a t o o n ,  and two i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  myself and Se rgean t  H I E N .  W e  
were t h e r e  t o  i n t e r p r e t  whatever happened o r  what was found 
o u t  f o r  t h e  American commanders. The p o l i c e  were t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  people  and s e e  who w a s  g u i l t y  of what and 
t o  check t h e i r  c r e d e n t i a l s .  A t  t h a t  s i t e  two people  were 
s h o t  and k i l l e d  by t h e  p o l i c e .  One person  had h i s  f i n g e r  
c u t  o f f .  I do n o t  know who d i d  it. Captain  MEDINA and 
Capta in  KOTOUC were p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  f i n g e r  was 
c u t  o f f  and a t  t h e  same t ime the two people  were s h o t  by 
t h e  policeman. The c a p t a i n ,  company commander of Bravo 
Company --
Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Captain  MICHLES? 

A. I d o n ' t  know h i s  name. 

Q Did you s e e  anybody c u t  o f f  t h e  f i n g e r ?  

A. I see it, b u t  I c a n ' t  remember. 

9 You s a w  a f i n g e r  c u t  o f f ,  b u t  you do n o t  know 
who d i d  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Did you s e e  t h e  Na t iona l  Policeman o r  t h e  ARVN 
s h o o t  t h e  PW's? 

A. I w a s  s i t t i n g  down i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e  man t h a t  
had h i s  f i n g e r  c u t  o f f ,  t hen  I h e a r d  t h e  weapons f i r e .  I 
t u r n e d  and I s a w  two policemen w i t h  a . 3 8  c a l i b e r  p i s t o l  
t h a t  t h e  p o l i c e  use .  I remember s e e i n g  one policeman 
ho ld ing  a  p i s t o l ,  down i n  a d i t c h .  I was i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e  
man w i t h  t h e  f i n g e r  t h a t  had been c u t  o f f ,  and I heard  a 
weapon f i r e .  I tu rned  around,  and I saw a policeman 
s h o o t i n g  i n  t h e  d i t c h .  I r a n  ove r .  Two people  w e r e  dead 
i n  t h e  d i t c h .  
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Q Then n e i t h e r  of t h e  people  t h a t  w e r e  s h o t  was 
t h e  one t h a t  had his f i n g e r  c u t  o f f ?  

A .  No. A f t e r  I went over  t h e r e  I never  saw aga in  
the man w i t h  h i s  f i n g e r  c u t  o f f .  

Q 'You d o n ' t  know whether t h e  man w i t h  h i s  f i n g e r  
c u t  o f f  was l a te r  s h o t  o r  n o t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. No, I d o n ' t  know what happened 
t o  him. I had j u s t  s t a r t e d  t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  him a t  t h e  t i m e  
of t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  him aga in .  Se rgean t  H I E N  
w a s  a l s o  w i th  m e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h i s  man a t  t h a t  t h e .  

Q Did you h e a r  Captain  MEDINA o r  Capta in  MICHLES 
t e l l  t h e  ARVN l i e u t e n a n t  and t h e  Nat iona l  P o l i c e  t o  s t o p  
t h a t  k i l l i n g ?  

A. Yes, sir, I d i d .  Yes, Captain  MEDINA c a l l e d  me 
and t o l d  m e  t o  t e l l  them t h a t  none of t h e  s u s p e c t s  would be 
s h o t .  I f  anybody had any a c t i o n  t o  t a k e  a g a i n s t  them, t h a t  
they  would c o n t a c t  him, and only on h i s  o r d e r s  would some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s  be done. 

Q Who c u t  o f f  t h e  man's f i n g e r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q A t  t h a t  t i m e  o r  about t h a t  t i m e ,  you r e c a l l  t h a t  
Capta in  MEDINA, Captain  MICHLES, and Captain  KOTOUC were a l l  
p r e s e n t  a long  w i t h  you. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Absolute ly .  

0- Where was L i e u t e n a n t  JOHNSON and Se rgean t  MINH? 

A. I d o n ' t  reme~nber. I d o n ' t  know where t hey  w e r e  
a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I d i d n ' t  see them t h e r e .  

Q Do you remember anyth ing  e l s e  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  
took p l a c e  a t  the l a a g e r  s i t e  nea r  My L a i  (1) t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t ,  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  came i n  and 
took  t h e  s u s p e c t s  o u t .  I d o n ' t  remember about  t h e  man wi th  
h i s  f i n g e r  c u t  o f f ,  i f  he was among t h o s e  evacuated o r  what 
happened. 

28 

CONFIDENTIAL 

APP T-96 



CONFIDENTIAL 

Q how many s u s p e c t s  d i d  t hey  t a k e  o u t ,  Sergeant  
PHU? 

A. About 1 0  people .  

Q. About 10.  You had 15  and 2 of them w e r e  k i l l e d ,  
s o  t h a t  would have l e f t  only  13? 

A. Yes, b u t  I have c o n t i n u a l l y  s a i d  "about"  a l l  
along.  

Q Did anyth ing  s i g n i f i c a n t  happen t h e  remainder of 
t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  du r ing  t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q Now, t h i s  w a s  on t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  16 th .  Is  t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q e  Sergean t  PHU, t o  s ave  a l i t t l e  t i m e ,  we under-
s t a n d  t h a t  on t h e  1 7 t h ,  Cha r l i e  Company moved down t o  t h e  
sou th  th rough  My Khe (1), and on down he re  i n t o  My Khe (2). 
Is t h a t  you r  r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know where w e  went. I d i d n ' t  
have a map. 

Q Do you remember, down h e r e  next  t o  t h e  Song
T r a  Khuc r i v e r ,  t h e i r  c a p t u r i n g  some VC and Captain  MEDINA 
i n t e r r o g a t i n g  them? 

A.  I f  I am n o t  mis taken,  we cap tu red  a VC p l a toon  
l e a d e r  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  on t h a t  day, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 
c l e a r l y .  On t h a t  day,  we a l s o  cap tu red  t h i s  VC p l a toon  
l e a d e r  and a number of  o t h e r  s u s p e c t s  and s e n t  them back 
t o  LZ D o t t i e .  

9 Do you remember when C h a r l i e  Company passed 
through My Khe ( 3 )  and My Khe (I), t h a t  t h e y  burned t h e  
hootches?  

A. Y e s ,  I remember s t o n e  houses  burn ing .  

Q e  Tha t  same a f t e rnoon ,  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  of  t h e  1 7 t h ,  
as I know t h e  s t o r y ,  C h a r l i e  Company came back up h e r e  and 
l a a g e r e d  somewhere i n  t h i s  a r e a  on t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  17 th .  
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A. Yes, we d i d  r e t u r n .  

Q- Then on t h e  18th, C h a r l i e  Company moved up 
i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  They were e x t r a c t e d  Erom t h e  f i e l d  
somewhere up i n  t h i s  a r e a  e a r l y  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  of t h e  
1 8 t h ,  p o s s i b l y  by a CH-4.7 "hook" a i r c r a f t ,  and t h e n  l a t e r  
some s l i c k s  came t o  t a k e  them down t o  D o t t i e .  

A. I remember on t h e  1 7 t h  we came a l l  t h e  way 
t o  t h e  r i v e r  down h e r e ,  cap tured  t h e  p r i s o n e r s ,  and then  
r e t u r n e d  some d i s t a n c e ,  t h e  same road t h a t  we came i n ,  and 
s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  t h e r e .  A f t e r  t h a t  n i g h t ,  I c a n ' t  remember 
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n .  I c a n ' t  d i s t i n g u i s h  it from 
any o t h e r .  

Q About 11 o r  1 2  o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  morning i n  t h i s  
a r e a  wh i l e  you were w i t h  Captain  MEDINA, do you remember a 
h e l i c o p t e r  coming i n  w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON t o  t a l k  t o  
Capta in  MEDINA? 

A. I know Colonel  HENDERSON, b u t  I j u s t  d o n ' t  
remember i f  he came o u t  t h a t  day. 

Q Before  you l e f t  t h e  f i e l d  h e r e  t o  go back 
t o  LZ D o t t i e  by h e l i c o p t e r ,  d i d  you h e a r  o r  d i d  you see 
Capta in  MEDINA assemble t h e  company, t a l k  t o  t h e  company 
and ' i s s u e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  them? 

A. That  i s n ' t  normal and w e  d i d n ' t  normally do 
t h a t .  I d o n : t  remember i f  we d i d  it t h a t  day. 

Q Do you remember Captain  MEDINA i s s u i n g  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t h e  company t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  
w a s  be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d  and t h a t  t hey  t h e r e f o r e  should  n o t  
t a l k  about i t ?  

A. I ' m  q u i t e  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e r e  was no assemblage 
of  a l l  t h e  people  and t h a t  he  d i d n ' t  speak t o  t h e  e n t i r e  
company. I f  he would have t a l k e d  t o  them, he would have 
done it by r a d i o  and I probably wouldn ' t  have hea rd  it. 

Q Were you e v e r  t o l d  t h a t  you were n o t  t o  t a l k  
about  what happened i n  My Lai .  ( 4 )  3 

A.  No, from t h e n  I never  t a l k e d  about it, b u t  no 
one never  t o l d  m e  n o t  t o  t a l k  about  it. 

U n t i l  t h e  middle of t h i s  y e a r ,  o r  6 months ago, 
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d id  anybody from t h e  GVN o r  from t h e  ARVN ever  t a l k  t o  you 
about what happened a t  My Lai  (4)? 

A.  One time I re tu rned  t o  Quang Ngai and I received 
an o rde r  from G 2  o f f i c e  of t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion t o  r e p o r t  
t h e r e .  Af te r  I a r r i v e d  t h e r e ,  I l ea rned  t h a t  t h e r e  was 
a Congressional committee. 

Q Now when was t h i s ?  

A. The 11th  of December, 1969. Before t h a t ,  
nothing. 

Q Before t h a t  nobody from t h e  GVN o r  ARVN ever  
t a l k e d  t o  you? 

A. No, sir .  

Q D i d  anybody from t h e  America1 Divis ion ever  
come t o  t a l k  to l79u ahou t  it? 

A.  N o  one from here .  The only people I have t a l k e d  
t o  about it i s  CID from Washington. 

Q A t  a very r e c e n t  da te?  

A. Before and r e c e n t l y  too .  

A .  October 1 9  69 ? 

A. Yes, l a s t  month and October. 

Q. And then  a f t e r  t h a t  time you were c a l l e d  down 
t o  t a l k  t o  G 2  of the  2d ARVN Divis ion? 

A. Yes. 

Q This  was on t h e  11th of December?. 

A. Y e s .  

Q Have any lawyers from t h e  United S t a t e s  come 
o u t  t o  t a l k  t o  you? 

A. NO, s ir .  

MR MACCRATE: When w a s  t h e  las t  time t h a t  you spoke with 
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Captain MEDINA, Sergeant  PHU? 

A. The day he  l e f t  t o  go home. No, it was t h e  
day he r e tu rned  t o  work a t  d i v i s i o n .  

Q. Has he  e v e r  w r i t t e n  a l e t t e r  t o  you s i n c e  t h a t  
t ime? 

A.  I never  r ece ived  a l e t t e r  from an American. 

I0: Sergeant  P H U ,  h e r e  i s  a drawing of LZ D o t t i e .  

(Sketch of LZ D o t t i e  was prepared by MAJ Cyrus 
N .  SHEARER, a s s i s t a n t  i n s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l ,  PmCV, a s s igned  
s p e c i a l  d u t i e s  wi th  Peers  Inqui ry  i n  RVN.) 

A .  Yes. 

Q Would you show us where on t h e  pe r ime te r  on 
t h e  n i g h t  of the. 15th t h a t  you found t h e  people who had 
been dr inking?  

(The wi tness  was o r i e n t e d  wi th  t h e  s k e t c h  o f  
LZ Do t t i e . )  

Q - I n d i c a t e  number 1, t h e  CP and t e n t  of  Capta in  
MEDINA. 

(Witness marked t h e  l o c a t i o n  on ske tch .  ) 

EGG i i~aiyso ld ie r s ,  in k s t a l  , did y ~ nsee? 

A. I saw f i v e  t o  seven i n  each squad. Each 
squad had about seven o r  s o  people ,  and i n  each squad 
t h e r e  were a couple of people drunk. They were a l l  
d r i n k i n g  and t h e r e  w e r e  a  couple of  drunks i n  each 
of these squad arcas. 

Q Were t h e s e  s o l d i e r s  i n  t h e  bunkers? 

A. They w e r e  i n  t h e  bunkers.  

Q Put  down he re  two o r  t h r e e  s o l d i e r s  drunk,  i n  
each squad. For t h e  r eco rd ,  I have here a sketch o f  LZ 
D o t t i e ,  which I would l i k e  t o  have e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  
r eco rd  as  an e x h i b i t  and p rope r ly  annotated.  

(The ske tch  of LZ D o t t i e  as  marked by 
Sergeant  PHU w a s  e n t e r e d  and marked a s  Exh ib i t  0-5.)  

Q.  One o t h e r  p o i n t ,  Sergeant  P H U .  When you were 
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i n  My Lai ( 4 ) ,  d i d  you see many animals t h a t  had been 
k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Had t h e  houses been burned down? 

A.  Y e s .  
* 

Q Had t h e  crops been destroyed? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e  crops had been des t royed .  

Q Did you see any of t h e  people  be ing  s h o t  o r  
k i l l e d ?  

A. No. 

Q. You saw only  t h e  bodies?  

A. Y e s .  

MR MACCRATE: A t  any t ime i n  ' the  course  of t h e  day of 1 6  
March, d i d  you make any complain: t o  Captain NEDINA a s  t o  
what you s a w ,  what was happening? 

A. On t h a t  d a t e ,  I d i d n ' t  n l e l ~ t i c j i i.i;iiis or iiv 
f e e l i n g s  about  what was going on t o  Captain MEDINA. I 
d i d  c ry  a good d e a l  t h a t  day and my very c l o s e  f r i e n d ,  
SP4 WIDMER, d i d  t e l l  m e :  "Don't t h i n k  about it. Try t o  
p u t  it o u t  of your mind. I t  d o e s n ' t  h e l p  any. I' 

Q Did you, a f t e r  t h e  1 6 t h  of March, a t  any t i m e  
r e p o r t  what you had seen  t o  your s u p e r i o r s  i n  the  ARVN? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t  speak t o  anyone about it because 
Captain MEDINA had s a i d  t h a t  it was an o r d e r ,  s o  I j u s t  
assumed t h a t  it was an o r d e r  and t h a t ' s  a l l  t h e r e  was t o  
it. 

10: What do you mean t h a t  it was an o r d e r ,  t h a t  
they were c a r r y i n g  o u t  o r d e r s ?  

A. That h i g h e r  a u t h o r i t y  had decided it and t h a t  
was t h e  way it was supposed t o  be done, s o  I d i d n ' t  
q u e s t i o n  it. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  he s a i d ,  "I t  i s  an o r d e r , "  
s o  I assumed it was an o r d e r  from a l i e u t e n a n t  co lone l  
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o r  h i g h e r  a u t h o r i t y  and I accepted  it. I d i d n ' t  even t a l k  
t o  Se rgean t  M I N H  about  it. N e i t h e r  one of us mentioned it 
t o  one ano the r .  We j u s t  p u t  it o u t  of ou r  minds. 

Q - Why d i d  you do t h a t ?  

A. Because every  t i m e  I thought  about  it, I ' d  g e t  
very u p s e t  about  it. 

Q Sergean t  PHU, I want t o  thank you f o r  appea r ing
b e f o r e  us today and be ing  s o  hones t  and f r ank  i n  t e l l i n g  us 
as much as you can about  what you saw. W e  a r e  go ing  t o  be  
h e r e  f o r  a few more days.  I f  w i t h i n  t h e  n e x t  couple  o f  days ,  
hav ing  t a l k e d  t o  us about  t h i s  now and w e  having t o l d  you 
a few t h i n g s ,  i f  some a d d i t i o n a l  t h i n g s  come t o  mind t h a t  
you had n o t  remembered b e f o r e ,  we would be  ve ry  a p p r e c i a t i v e  
i f  you would come back t o  t e l l  us.  

A. And I 'm very  g l a d  you came t o  Vietnam t o  f i n d  
o u t  about  t h e  a c t i o n ,  and I hope t h i s  a c t i o n  i s  t h e  l a s t  
one--don' t  happen any more aga in  because t h a t  i s  bad,  
r e a l l y  bad. Sometime i n  going o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  some 
s o l d i e r s  t hey  d o n ' t  unders tand  w h a t ' s  going on i n  Vietnam 
and they  are doing some bad t h i n g s  he re .  I hope r i g h t  
now you can h e l p  us .  

Q. W e l l ,  I must s a y  t h a t  we want t o  do t h a t ,  t o o ,  
because w e  do n o t  b e l i e v e  i n  k i l l i n g  women, c h i l d r e n ,  o l d  
men, o r  people  who a r e  noncombatants, whether t h e y  a r e  
f r i e n d s  of ours or whether  they  are w i - v e s ,  children, fathers, 
o r  a n c e s t o r s  of o u r  enemy. Tha t  i s  t h e  way o u r  s o c i e t y  
i s  b u i l t .  

A. Sometime w e  g e t  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  and t h e r e  is  a 
woman o r  l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n  t o o  and w e  d o n ' t  know i f  they  a r e  
VC ox c i v i l i a n  people .  So many times we go o u t  i n  field 
and ask  them, "Are you VC?" o r ,  "Are you working f o r  VC?" 
o r  something. They s a y ,  "NO, I d o n ' t  know about VC; I 
a m  n o t  VC." But a f t e r  we move o u t  of view, we g e t  s h o t  
by gun. But some G I ' s  come t o  Vietnam and they  d o n ' t  
know wha t ' s  happening. They t h i n k  t h a t  most of t h e  
Vietnamese people  a r e  w i t h  t h e  VC. Sometimes they  won ' t  
b e l i e v e  me, t o o .  Like sometimes I s i t  around on my h e e l s  
and some G I  j u s t  a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam, he t h i n k s  I am VC too .  
T h a t ' s  bad,  very  bad.  They d o n ' t  know eve ry th ing .  But,  
I d o n ' t  g e t  mad. I t h i n k  they  a r e  j u s t  coming t o  Vietnam 
and t h e y  d o n ' t  know w h a t ' s  happening. 

Q Yes, t h i s  i s  t r u e  and sometimes s o l d i e r s  do 
t h e s e  th ings- 'because  they  a r e  f r i g h t e n e d .  You a r e  com-
p a r a t i v e l y  
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new i n  t h e  Army, you know, b u t  I have had 34 y e a r s  of b e i n g  
a s o l d i e r  and I can unders tand t h a t  ve ry  w e l l .  W e l l ,  thank 
you very  much. The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

( A e r i a l  photgraph a s  marked by SGT Nguyen 
Dinh PHU w a s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  ev idence  as E x h i b i t  P-165.) 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1522 hours ,  1 January 
1970.) 

Unsworn s t a t e m e n t  of SGT Nguyen Dinh PHU was 
t aken  a t  America1 Div i s ion  courtroom, Chu L a i ,  Republic of 
Vietnam, on 2 January  1970. The q u e s t i o n s  were posed t o  SGT 
PHU by LTG PEERS and MR MACCRATE. SGT P H U  i s  be ing  r e c a l l e d .  
Also p r e s e n t  was LTC B i l l y  M .  STmBERRY, who a c t e d  a s  i n t e r -
p r e t e r .  C e r t a i n  of t h e  q u e s t i o n s  were t r a n s l a t e d  by LTC 
STANBERRY i n t o  Vietnamese and c e r t a i n  of t h e  answers by SGT 
PHU were t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  Engl i sh  by LTC STANGERXY. 

I 0  : W e  have been t a l k i n g  t o  Se rgean t  MIhX and he 
added a p i e c e  of  i n fo rma t ion  which concerns  you. I wanted t o  
check on it because i t  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t ime we had hea rd  about  
it. Se rgean t  M I N H  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he  had come i n t o  t h e  la-
ager area OF Cjij20 aiid 3 / 4 / 3  and they  w e r e  ii-iterz-ocjating 
p r i s o n e r s  t h e r e .  H e  s t a t e d  f u r t h e r  t h a t  h e ,  Captain  KOTOUC, 
y o u r s e l f ,  and t h r e e  Nat iona l  Policeman l a t e r  i n  t h e  a f t e r -
noon d e p a r t e d  i n  a h e i i c o p t e r  and went over  t o  a p l a t o o n  o r  
some peop le  on t h e  beach and t h a t  you and t h r e e  of t h e  
policemen g o t  o f f  t h e r e  t o  i n t e r r o g a t e .  

A.  Right ,  sir.  

Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Now would you t e l l  us what American u n i t  was 
h e r e  and what h a p p e n e d . i n  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ?  

A. I n  t h i s  a r e a ,  t h e r e  were about  20 people .  These 
w e r e  women, men, and c h i l d r e n .  Three policemen and I 
d i d  move i n t o  t h a t  a r e a  by h e l i c o p t e r .  I i n t e r r o g a t e d  them 
and s e p a r a t e d ,  as s u s p e c t s ,  about  f i v e  people .  I d o n ' t  rem-
ember c l e a r l y  t h e  number. I t  s t i l l  w a s n ' t  dark ,  s o  t h e s e  
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f i v e  people were put  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  I d o n ' t  know where 
they took them back t o .  I t h i n k  they probably took them 
back t o  Duc Pho t o  the  52d. A f t e r  we f i n i s h e d  t h a t ,  it was 
s t i l l  n o t  y e t  dark. The t h r e e  policemen and myself re turned  
t o  t h e  company. 

Q By h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A.  By h e l i c o p t e r .  ' 

Q. And another  h e l i c o p t e r  took t h e  suspec t s  out?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my memory, the  f i v e  suspec t s ,  t h e  
t h r e e  policemen, and myself go t  on t h e  same h e l i c o p t e r  which 
dropped us of f  a t  the  overnight  p o s i t i o n  and then  continued 
t o  t ake  the  f i v e  suspec t s  t o  another  loca t ion .  

Q Did t h e  t h r e e  Nat ional  Policemen s t a y  i n  t h i s  
a r e a  with you t h a t  n igh t?  

A. They d e f i n i t e l y  go t  on t h e  a i r c r a f t  with m e .  
Whether they go t  o f f  o r  whether they s t ayed  on, I do n o t  know. 
I f  they d i d  g e t  o f f ,  I d i d n ' t  s e e  them afterwards.  I d o n ' t  
know. The next  day I d i d n ' t  s ee  them. 

Q. Did t h e  Nat ional  Policemen accompany you and 
Captain MEDINA and Char l ie  Company down i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  t o  the  
south.  

A. ND,  they d i d  no t .  

Q. Was any harm done t o  any of these  d e t a i n e e s ,  the  
women and c h i l d r e n  o r  the  suspec t s ,  ou t  i n  t h i s  a rea?  

A. There was an American platoon over t h e r e  t h a t ,  
i f  i ' m  not  mistaken, was from B Company. That p la toon d i d  
ga the r  the  people up t h e r e ,  and they guarded t h e  people whi le  
I was t h e r e .  All of those  t h a t  were not  suspec t s  were r e -
l eased  p r i o r  t o  t h e  time I departed and d id  depar t  t h e  a r e a .  
There was no harm of any kind done t o  t h e  people during the  
time I was t h e r e .  

Q 0 Were t h e s e  people t h a t  you saw t h e r e  f i s h i n g  
people? 

A.  Yes, s i r .  

a.  Do you know how they  had been brought toge the r?  
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Had they  t a k e n  them o f f  b o a t s  where h.ad they  g o t t e n  them? 

A.  A t  t h e  t i m e  I a r r i v e d  t h e r e  were a l o t  of b o a t s  
and a l o t  of people  t h ~ thad a l r e a d y  escaped o r  l e f t .  Those 
t h a t  w e r e  s t i l l  t h e r e  d i d n ' t  g e t  away i n  t ime.  

Q. Were they  cap tu red  by t h e  u n i t  t h a t  was t h e r e ?  

A. They were cap tu red  on l and  and they  were i n  t h a t  
area. 

Q- Sergean t  PHU, I would l i k e  t o  go back t o  t h e  
t i m e  when t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  and t h e  s o l d i e r s  a r r i v e d  i n  
t h i s  l a a g e r  a r e a .  I have r e a d  your  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  you made 
t o  t h e  C I D  which i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had n o t  s een  t h e  Nation-
a l  P o l i c e  k i l l  a couple  of p r i s o n e r s  b u t  t h a t  you l a t e r  d i d  
s e e  t h e  bod ie s .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  I d i d n ' t  s e e  them s h o o t  them b u t  I tu rn-
ed around irmmediately. I saw two polieerrien - there  and one 
w a s  h o l d i n g  a p i s t o l .  

Q *  W e  have tes t imony from s e v e r a l  peop le  t h a t  i n d i -
cates t h a t  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  took one p r i s o n e r  t o  an a r e a .  
They hea rd  some s h o t s  and t h e  N a t i o n a l  Policemen came back.  
Then, tiley took another vile u u t  a116 tilcy lieard some shets 
and they  came back.  So, tes t imony i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  
two people  s h o t  o u t  i n  t h i s  area by t h e  N a t i o n a l  P o l i c e .  
Yesterday you i n d i c a t e d ,  a s  I remember, t h z t  you w e r e  i n t e r -
ro 'gat ing a man, and when you t u r n e d  your  head,  a policeman 
w i t h  a p i s t o l  s h o t  t h e  man t h a t  you were i n t e r r o g a t i n g .  Is 
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. That  has  been a ve ry  long  t ime ago and my memory 
i s  a l i t t l e  fuzzy .  To t h e  b e s t  of my memory, t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  
I t o l d  i s  t h e  way t h a t  I r e c a l l  it happening.  

Q W e l l ,  w e r e  you i n t e r r o g a t i n g  a man and they  s h o t  
him t h e r e ,  and t h e n  were t h e r e  two a d d i t i o n a l  bodies?  

A. Y e s ,  I remember t h a t  I d i d  i n t e r r o g a t e  one man 
t h e r e ,  t h e  guy t h a t  had h i s  f i n g e r  c u t .  And I a l s o  remember 
c l e a r l y  t h a t  t h e r e  were two c o r p s e s  o u t  i n  t h e  d i t c h .  But 
t h e  p a r t  about  t h e  policemen s h o o t i n g  o r  who s h o t  them, I 
c a n ' t  remember c l e a r l y .  And t h e  person  t h a t  had h i s  f i n g e r  
c u t ,  I d o n ' t  know what happened t o  him. I cannot  r e c a l l  
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- c l e a r l y  if a t  t h a t  t i m e  I w a s  s t i l l  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  someone o r  
i f  I had f i n i s h e d .  I cannot  remember c l e a r l y  i f  I was pre-
s e n t l y  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  someone, i f  I was s t a n d i n g  and t a l k i n g  
t o  people ,  o r  e x a c t l y  what I was doing a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  
shoot ing .  

Q. Did you s e e  t h e  policemen t a k e  t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s  
o u t  i n t o  a d i t c h ,  o r  away from where you were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  
them, t o  e x e c u t e  them? 

A. I d i d  n o t  s e e  t h e  policemen t a k e  them o u t .  The 
f i r s t  i n s t a n t  I was aware of t h i s  a c t i o n  was when I hea rd  t h e  
weapon f i r e .  

Q Did you h e a r  Se rgean t  H I E N  ask anybody f o r  per-
miss ion t o  shoo t  one of  t h e  p r i s o n e r s ?  

A. I on ly  remember t h a t  a f t e r  t h e s e  w e r e  k i l l e d ,  
Captain  MEDINA had me t e l l  t h e  people  t h a t  i f  anybody wanted 
t o  execu te  anybody e l s e  t hey  had t o  ask him. T h a t ' s  a l l  I 
remember about permiss ion  t o  k i l l  people  o r  any th ing .  

Q. Did you see Capta in  KOTOUC t h e r e  w i t h  Se rgean t
HIEN? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q =  ---n i d  ~ 7 n 1 1J. - -- SPP t h i s  man g e t  h i s  f i n g e r  c u t  o f f ?  

A. I w a s  t h e r e  b u t  I f o r g e t  who c u t  it o f f .  How-
e v e r ,  du r ing  t h e  t ime t h a t  I was i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e  man, Cap-
t a i n  KOTOUC d i d  b e a t  h i s  hand wi th  a kfi ife.  

Q You were conduct ing t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  a t  t h e  
t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q But you d i d  n o t  s e e  him o r  anybody e l s e  c u t  o f f  
a  f i n g e r ?  

A. I t  was very crowded i n  t h e r e  a t  t h e  t ime and I 
t h i n k  I s a w ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q. Whom d i d  you t h i n k  you saw? 

A. I on ly  saw Captain  KOTOUC w i t h  t h e  k n i f e .  But ,  
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Capta in  MEDINA, a s  I r e c a l l  and 1 t h i n k  I r e c a l l  w i t h  cer-
t a i n t y ,  w a s  p r e s e n t  and watching a t  t h e  t i m e .  I t  was 
very  crowded, and I cannot  h o n e s t l y  s a y  I s a w  who c u t  t h e  
f i n g e r  . 
Q Were t h e  p r i s o n e r s  executed  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  t h e  
b e a t i n g  on t h e  hand and t h e  t ime when t h e  f i n g e r  was c u t ?  

A. Hones t ly ,  I c a n ' t  remember c l e a r l y .  I c a n ' t  be-
cause  I have gone on a l o t  of  o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s  and i n  some 
cases  have had o t h e r  s imilar  i n c i d e n t s .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  about  t h i s .  

Q You mean i n c i d e n t s  where t h e  f i n g e r s  have been 
c u t  o f f ,  o r  i n c i d e n t s  where people  have been executed  by t h e  
N a t i o n a l  P o l i c e ?  

A. I t  i s  very  common t o  have t h e i r  hands b e a t e n  o r  
a b i t  of  t h e  e a r  c u t  o f f  by t h e  Americans, t h e  p o l i c e ,  and 
PF i n  o r d e r  t o  make them t a l k .  

Q Have you s e e n  t h i s  done by American u n i t s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  a few t i m e s .  

Q W a s  t h e  man who had h F s  f i n g e r  c u t  o f f  one of  t h e  
p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  was executed?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember c l e a r l y .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you r e c a l l  Capta in  KOTOUC a t  any t ime say ing  
t o  Se rgean t  H I E N ,  "Okay," and r a i s i n g  h i s  hand i n  t h e  a i r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

10: I d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e  have any more q u e s t i o n s ,  Se rgean t  
PHU . 
A. I a m  s o r r y .  This  t ime  I canno t  remember cor-
r e c t l y ,  s ir .  

Q I t  would be very  h e l p f u l  t o  us i f  you could re-
member whether  t h e  man who had a f i n g e r  c u t  o f f  was taken  o u t  
and executed.  Yesterday,  I was under t h e  impress ion  t h a t  
w h i l e  you w e r e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h i s  man, you had t u r n e d  your  
head ,  and t h e  N a t i o n a l  P o l i c e  had s h o t  t h e  man. I would 
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understand now, t h a t  this i s  no t  q u i t e  the case ,  t h a t  they 
i n  f a c t  had taken t h e  man away t o  shoot  him, and you d i d  
no t  see  him. It was n o t  immediately i n  your v i c i n i t y .  Is 
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. I n  summary of s o r t ,  I have two p i c t u r e s  t h a t  a r e  
c l e a r  i n  my mind from t h a t  i n c i d e n t .  I remember two people 
ly ing  i n  t h e  d i t c h .  They had been s h o t ,  I b e l i e v e ,  by t h e  
po l i ce ;  I remember t h e  man w i J i h  h i s  f i n g e r  c u t .  I remember 
those i n c i d e n t s  c l e a r l y ,  a l i t t l e  b i t  s e p a r a t e  and d i s t i n c t ,  
b u t  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  r e l a t e  one wi th  t h e  o the r .  Those th ings  
I do remember c l e a r l y .  T h a t ' s  t h e  reason I c a n ' t  be s p e c i f i c  
about who s h o t  t h e  man because I d o n ' t  remember c l e a r l y .  

Q. If' you had been s i t t i n g  next  t o  a man and i n t e r -
roga t ing  him and somebody had s h o t  him, it would appear t o  
me t h a t  you would remember t h a t  very c l e a r l y .  

A. I agree.  I f  i t  had happened p r e c i s e l y  t h a t  way, 
I would have remembered. But I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything q u i t e  
l i k e  t h a t  happening. 

Q Thank you again,  Sergeant  PHU. 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1210 hours ,  2 January 
1970  .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: Ngo SON 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 1 J a n u a r y  1 9 7 0  

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: J o i n t  United S t a t e s  Publ2.:-.- A f f a i r s  
O f f i c e ,  Quang  N g a i  C i t y ,  R e p u b l i c  of V i e t n a m .  

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1 9 6 8 :  A s s i s t a n t  H a m l e t  C h i e f  
of Co Luy .  

T h e  w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i ed  t h a t  h e  w a s  a r e s i d e n t  of Xuan 
Duong H a m l e t  t w o  y e a r s  ago, b u t  w a s  w o r k i n g  t o  t h e  no r th  i n  
B i n h  T u o n g  on 1 6 '  March  1 9 6 8 .  He s t a t e d  h e  had no k n o w l e d g e  
zf t he  i nc iden t  a t  L z i  whztsoever ( p g s .  1-31.%17 

1 SUM APP T-91  
CONFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL 

Unsworn s t a t emen t  o f  Ngo SON w a s  t aken  a t  t h e  
J o i n t  Uni ted S t a t e s  P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  O f f i c e ,  Quang Ngai 
C i t y ,  Republ ic  o f  Vietnam, on 1 January 1970. The 
q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  posed t o  MR SON by MR WALSH. A l r o  p r e s e n t  
w a s  MAJ David D. DANTZSCHER who a c t e d  as i n t e r p r e t e r .  
A l l  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  were t r a n s l a t e d  by MAJ DANTZSCHER 
i n t o  Vietnamese and a l l  o f  t h e  answers by MR SON w e r e  
t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  Engl i sh  by MAJ DANTZSCHER. 

MR WALSH: What i s  your  name? 

A. Ngo SON. 

Q. A r e  you t h e  A s s i s t a n t  H a m l e t  Chief  o f  Co Luy? 

A. Y e s ,  I am t h e  A s s i s t a n t  Hamlet Chief  of Co Luy. 

a .  Of C o  Luy? 

A. Of C o  Luy, yes .  

(The w i t n e s s  was shown E x h i b i t  MAP-4 and 
o r i e n t e d .  Each l o c a t i o n  was d e s c r i b e d  t o  him.) 

Q. D o  you recognize  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. N o .  

Q- D o  you recognize  t h e  b r i d g e  a t  My Lai?  

A. I know t h e  b r i d g e .  

Q- Thi s  i s  t h e  b r idge  ( i n d i c a t i n g  b r i d g e  on map) a t  
My L a i .  T h i s  i s  t h e  ocean. This  i s  t h e  r i v e r  t h a t  comes down 
from t h e  b r i d g e  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  of Co Luy ( 3 ) .  Do you know t h e  
name o f  each  subhamlet  i n  t h i s  a r e a  l o c a t e d  between t h e  r i v e r  
and t h e  ocean? 

A. .  Y e s .  

Q- What subhamlet  d i d  you l i v e  i n  2 y e a r s  ago? 

A .  I l i v e d  i n  Xuan Duong Hamlet 2 y e a r s  ago. 
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Q Can you p o i n t  o u t  on t h e  map where t h a t  i s ?  How 
many meters sou th  o f  t h e  My Lai  b r idge  d i d  you l i v e ?  

A. About 500 meters. 

Q- How long  d i d  it t a k e  t o  walk from t h e  b r i d g e  t o  
your  house? 

A ,  About h a l f  an hour.  

Q Half an hour? I n  h a l f  an hour you shou ld  b e  able . 

t o  cover  hal ' f  a m i l e .  

A. I t  t a k e s  about  h a l f  an hour  t o  walk a thousand 
meters .  

Q - Well, 1,000 meters s o u t h  of  t h e  b r i d g e  p u t s  
you a t  Co Luy (1)o r  My Hoi. Well ,  t h a t ' s  a l l  r i g h t .  You walk 
s lowly;  t h a t ' s  a l l .  Your home was 1 , 0 0 0  meters sou th  o f  
t h e  M y  La i  b r idge?  

A. Yes. 

Q How o l d  are you? 

I a m  4 9  y e a r s  o l d .  
\ 

Q - Were you l i v i n g  i n  your  home i n  Xuan Duong on March 
1 6 t h ,  1968? 

A. NO,  I w a s  n o t  a t  home. 

Q Where w e r e  you? 

A. I w a s  working i n  Binh Tuong. 

Q Where i s  t h a t ?  

A. I do n o t  know where it i s  on t h e  map. 

Q - Is it n o r t h  o f  My Lai?  

A. I t  i s  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  
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Was your family  a t  your  home i n  Xuan on March 

A. No. 


Q - Where w e r e  they?  


A. A month p r i o r  t o  t h i s  t hey  had gone t o  Binh Tuong, 
t oo .  

Q. Did you h e a r  t h a t  t h e  Americans had come and k i l l e d  
many people  i n  Xuan Duong on o r  about  March 16 th?  

A. I w a s  f a r  away. I d i d  n o t  h e a r  any th ing  about  it. 
I do n o t  know about  it. 

Q. Did you h e a r  t h a t  people  w e r e  k i l l e d  i n  My Hoi? 

A. No. 

Q.  Do you know t h e  names o f  any people  who were l i v i n g
i n  My Hoi o r  Xuan Duong on March 16 and a r e  s t i l l  a l i v e ?  

I had  l e f t  home. I don ' t  know any th ing  about  it. 

G o  
 Y Q ~\?ere the A c c i s t ~ n tE l m l e t  C h i e f .  Whom shou ld  ve 
t a l k  t o  i n  o r d e r  t o  f i n d  o u t  t h e  names o r  people  who were p re -
s e n t  i n  My Hoi and Xuan Duong on March 1 6 t h ,  1968? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I w a s  away, and I don 't know who you 
should  t a l k  t o .  

Q =  Thank you f o r  coming i n .  We w i l l  r e c e s s  now f o r  
lunch and w e  w i l l  p roba ly  wish t o  t a l k  t o  you aga in  a f t e r  
lunch.  Thank you. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1150 hour s ,  1 January 1970 . )  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: TAN, Nguyen Ngoc 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 5 January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: P u b l i c  S a f e t y  Detachment, Quang Ngai 
C i t y ,  Republ ic  o f  Vietnam. 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Na t iona l  P o l i c e ,  Son 
Tinh . D i s t r i c t .  

TESTIMONY. 

The witness stzted that he w s s  in the Nati~fiz1Pol ice  
i.n March 1968, b u t  a s s e r t e d  he w a s  n o t  w i t h  t h e  U.S. f o r c e s  
on t h e  1 6 t h ,  1 7 t h ,  o r  1 8 t h ,  a l though  he  w a s  wi th  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 1). He t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he  w a s  flown t o  t h e  
f i e l d  from Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  i n  a h e l i c o p t e r  w i th  a 
M r .  TRONG, a L ieu tenan t  H I E N ,  and an American c a p t a i n  
(pgs .  1, 2 )  . H e  r e l a t e d  t h a t  h i s  job was t o  s e g r e g a t e  t h e  

V i e t  Cong from t h e  innocen t  d e t a i n e e s  (pg.  3 ) .  

H e  no t ed  t h a t  he i n t e r r o g a t e d  none, s i n c e  they  had a l l  
been t a k e n  away (pg.  3 ) .  The h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  took him t o  
t h e  site o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  took o u t  2 0  d e t a i n e e s .  These 
people  were n o t  ques t ioned  t h e r e  because o f  t h e  shoo t ing  
going on (pg.  3 )  . 

The w i t n e s s  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  about  which 
he w a s  t e s t i f y i n g  took p l a c e  on 20 March 1968. 

H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  s e e  t h e  c a p t a i n  c u t  o f f  a 
f i n g e r  o f  a s u s p e c t ,  no r  d i d  he  shoo t  any V i e t  Cong p r i s o n e r s  
(pg. 4 )  

Thi s  was t h e  on ly  o p e r a t i o n ,  accord ing  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s ,  
t h a t  he  went on w i t h  M r .  TRONG, and L i e u t e n a n t  H I E N  (pgs .  5 ,  
6). 
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The unsworn s t a t emen t  of Nguyen Ngoc TAM w a s  
t aken  a t  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  Detachment, Quang Ngai C i t y ,  Re-
p u b l i c  of Vietnam, on 5 January 1970. The q u e s t i o n s  
were posed by MR WALSH. Also p r e s e n t  was MAJ David D.  
DANTZSCHER who a c t e d  as i n t e r p r e t e r . .  . A l l  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  
were t r a n s l a t e d  by MAJ DANTZSCHER i n t o  Vietnamese and a l l  
of t h e  answers were t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  Engl i sh  by MAJ 
DATYTZSCHER. 

MR WALSH: What is  your name? 

A. Nguyen Ngoc TAM. 

Q a How o l d  are you? 

A. I ' m  40 y e a r s  o l d .  

Q How long  have you been a  Na t iona l  Policeman? 

A. S ince  1963. I was i n  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  a t  
Son Tinh at, t h a t  t i m e ,  and I am ski-J.1 .i.n t h e  PJat.i.onal 
P o l i c e  a t  Son Tinh.  

Q Were you s t a t i o n e d  a t  t h e  Son Tinh Na t iona l  
P o l i c e  O f f i c e  i n  March 1968? 

A. Yes. 

Q Did you accompany American t r o o p s  on an opera-
t i o n  i n  t h e  a r e a  of Son My V i l l a g e  on March 1 6 t h ,  1968? 

A. I went on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  b u t  I w a s  n o t  w i t h  
American t r o o p s  on t h e  1 6 t h ,  1 7 t h  and 1 8 t h .  

Q Who w e r e  you wi th?  

A. I w a s  w i th  t h e  Americans on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  b u t  
I w a s  about  5 k i lome te r s  away from t h e  American f o r c e s .  

(MR WALSH o r i e n t s  t h e  w i t n e s s  on E x h i b i t  MAP-4 
a s  t o  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of LZ D o t t i e . )  

Q When you went on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  d i d  you go f i r s t  . 
by  h e l i c o p t e r  from Son Tinh up t o  t h e  American base  a t  
Landing Zone D o t t i e ?  

A. I d i d  n o t  go by h e l i c o p t e r  t o  Landing Zone D o t t i e .  
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Q How t h e n  d i d  you g e t  from Son Tinh t o  t h e  area 
of t h e  American o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I g o t  t h e r e  by h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q Did t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p ick  you up a t  Son ~ i n l ~  
D i s t r i c t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q A f t e r  t hey  p i cked  you up,  d i d  t hey  p i ck  anyone 
e l s e  up wi th  you when they  s topped  a t  t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  

A. A M r .  TRONG a l s o  went w i th  me. 

Q Was t h e r e  a t h i r d  Na t iona l  Policeman wi th  you? 

A. No t h e r e  were only  two of u s .  

Q Did you f l y  d i r e c t l y  from Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  t o  
t h i s  a r e a ,  o r  d i d  t hey  f l y  h e r e  t o  t h e  American base and . 
t h e n  f l y  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  base?  

A. W e  f lew d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  a r e a  o f  o p e r a t i o n s .  

Q.  What t i m e  of  day d i d  they  p i c k  you up a t  Son Tinh? 

A. About 1 2 2 0 .  

Q. What t ime d i d  you a r r i v e  a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a ?  

A. I t  only took about 10 minutes ,  and t h e  a i r c r a f t  
l anded  and t he  Americans w e r e  disembarked. 

Q Who was on t h e  a i r c r a f t  wi th  you when you f lew 
o u t  w i t h  M r .  TRONG? 

A. An American c a p t a i n ,  whose name I do n o t  know, 
w a s  w i t h  us and a t r a n s l a t o r  by t h e  name of  H I E N .  

Q - Was t h e  c a p t a i n ' s  name KOTOUC? 

A,  I can n o t  remember t h e  c a p t a i n ' s  name. I on ly  
remember  t h a t  HIEN w a s  w i t h  us .  

Q. Was t h i s  c a p t a i n ,  b e s i d e  t h e  crew, t h e  on ly
American t h a t  w a s  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  
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A. No, b e s i d e  t h e  p i l o t  t h e r e  w a s  only  myse l f ,  
M r .  TRONG, F i r s t  L i eu t enan t  HIEN, and t h e  American 
c a p t a i n .  

Q What was your  miss ion o r  du ty  when you went 
o u t  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r ea?  

A. My job w a s  t o  s e g r e g a t e  t h e  VC from t h e  non-VC 
t h a t  t h e  Americans were t o  b r i n g  t o  us du r ing  t h e  opera-
t i o n .  

Q When you a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  were t h e  
s o l d i e r s  ga the red  i n  an a r e a  approximately  h e r e  on t h e  
map n e a r  a  g raveyard  ( i n d i c a t e s  on map) ? 

A .  No they  w e r e  moving throughout  t h e  a r e a ,  i n  t h e  
r i c e  f i e l d s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

Q. Did they  b r i n g  you any d e t a i n e e s  t o  q u e s t i o n ?  

A. No. The p r i s o n e r s  o r  people  t h a t  had been de-
t a i n e d  by Americans had been talcen away a l r e a d y .  

Q Did you see any o t h e r  American c a p t a i n s  i n  t h e  
a r e a ?  

A. I ' w a s  dropped o f f  by t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and t h e  h e l i -
c o p t e r  took some of t h e  people  back t h a t  had been ga the red  
and I met t h e  c a p t a i n  who w a s  commanding. 

Q What was h i s  name? 

A.  I don' t know h i s  name. 

Q Did you g e t  o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  
a r e a  of c o o r d i n a t e s  of  7 3 5 8 0 2 ?  

Withdraw t h e  q u e s t i o n .  

When you g o t  o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  how many of  t h e  
p r i s o n e r s  d i d  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t a k e  back when i t  l e f t ?  

A. They took back about  20 people .  

&. Did you q u e s t i o n  them b e f o r e  t hey  took them back? 

A .  No. There was s h o o t i n g  going on ,  and we d i d  n o t  
have t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  q u e s t i o n  them. 

APP T-112 

CONFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL 

Q .  A l l  r i g h t .  What d i d  you do f o r  t h e  rest  of  
t h e  a f t e rnoon  a f t e r  you g o t  o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A .  I accompanied t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  and I showed them 
t h e  way t o  go. I led- - I  preceded t h e  American f o r c e s .  

Q Did you say  t h a t  t h e  c a p t a i n  and H I E N  w a s  t h e r e  
a l l  t h a t  a f t e rnoon?  

A .  He and t h e  c a p t a i n  r e t u r n e d  t o  Binh Dinh. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  How long  a f t e r  t hey  a r r i v e d  a t  1230 
d i d  t h e  c a p t a i n  and H I E N  d e p a r t ?  

A. They l e f t  a t  5 o ' c l o c k .  

Q Were you w i t h  them a l l  t h e  t i m e  between 1230 
and 5 o ' c l o c k ?  

A. The a i r c r a f t  l anded ,  i t  took f i v e  and it took 
o f f .  I t  d i d  n o t  take t h o s e  20 people  back immediately.  . 

Q .  Okay. 

A f t e r  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  took o f f  d i d  you go w i t h  
t h e  c a p t a i n  and H I E N  and i n t e r r o g a t e  some s u s p e c t e d  VC? 

A .  Yes, went t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  a number o f  people  t h a t  
had bee,-, 4--bn-LULGJA UI-VL-1 u yh ~ rt k 2  ~ T T ~ Z Z E S .  

Q. And d i d  you d i s c o v e r  t h a t  some of  them w e r e  VC 
and they w e r e  s h o t  t h e r e ?  

A .  No. 

Q . Did you s h o o t  any VC t h a t  a f t e rnoon?  

A. No. I d i d  n o t  go on t h e  16t h .  That  w a s  a n o t h e r  
o p e r a t i o n .  This  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  we a r e  speaking  of  took 
p l a c e  on t h e  20th o f  March. 

Q. Okay. Did you s e e  t h e  c a p t a i n  c u t  p a r t  o f  the 
l i t t l e  f i n g e r  o f f  of  a VC t h a t  h e  was i n t e r r o g a t i n g ?  

A. No. 

Q D i d  you s e e  t h e  c a p t a i n  p u t  t h e  V C ' s  hand on a 
rock and h i t  him on t h e  hand wi th  a  k n i f e ?  

A .  No, I d i d  n o t  s e e  t h a t .  
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Q When you a r r i v e d  a t - -did  you s e e  any o t h e r  
i n t e r p r e t e r s  t h a t  were wi th  t h e  American f o r c e s ?  

A. No, t h e r e  was on ly  HIEN. 

Q Did you s e e  anyone named PHU o r  MINH? 

A. N o ,  I d i d  n o t  know them. 

Q A t  about 5 o ' c l o c k ,  d i d  a h e l i c o p t e r  t a k e  you 
a long  w i t h  t h e  c a p t a i n  and H I E N  down n e a r  t h e  b r i d g e  on t h e  
c o a s t  t o  t a l k  w i th  a group of 30 o r  40 d e t a i n e e s ?  

A. No, t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  d i d  n o t  t a k e  us down by t h e  
b r i d g e ;  it took us t o  an a r e a  i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y  ( i n d i c a t i n g  
an a r e a  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  map c o o r d i n a t e s  685807) . 
Q W e  know t h a t  t h e r e  were no American t r o o p s  
o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h a t  a r e a  on March 2 0 t h ,  19 68 s o  you must 
be wrong. A r e  you s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  you were 
on w a s  on March 20th and n o t  on March 1 6 t h ?  

' A. I am s u r e  t h a t  is  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  w e  landed a t .  

Q How long  d i d  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  l a s t ?  

A. The o p e r a t i o n  l a s t e d  5 days .  

Q Did you s t a y  wi th  t h e  American u n i t s  t h a t  e n t i r e  
t ime? 

A .  Y e s ,  I remained wi th  t h e  Americans f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  
of t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q What d i r e c t i o n  and what a r e a s  d i d  t h e  American 
, t r o o p s  cover  i n  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ,  beg inn ing  wi th  t h e  f i r s t  

day and moving through t h e  l a s t  day? W i l l  you i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  on t h e  map p l e a s e ?  

A. The f i r s t  day they  o p e r a t e d  i n  Dap My and An 
Thinh ( q r i d  squa re  6980) .  And they  d i d  c leanup  o p e r a t i o n s .  
The American t r o o p s  landed a t  t h e  c o o r d i n a t e s  690805 and 
d u r i n g  t h e  5-day & r a t i o n  proceeded n o r t h e a s t  t o  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of 740830, and a f t e r  t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  concluded-

and t h e  t r o o p s  r e t u r n e d .  

Q. Did you e v e r  go on any o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
same Na t iona l  Policeman, L e  TRONG, and HIEN? 
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A. I have never p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  any o t h e r  opera- 
t i o n  with them. 

MR WALSH: Thank you very much f o r  help,ing us today. 

(The hear ing  ended a t  1349 hours ,  5 January 
1970. ) 

(MR TAM consented t o  being photographed, and 
a Polaro id  photograph was made which was l a t e r  e n t e r e d  
i n t o  t h e  record  as  Exhib i t  P-14 8 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: TAN, Tran Ngoc CPT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 3  January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: A m e r i c a 1  D iv i s ion  Courtroom, Chu L a i ,  
Republic o f  Vietnam. 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: D i s t r i c t  Chief o f  Son 

Tinh D i s t r i c t .  


1. ASSAULT ON MY LA1. 
TAN knew no th ing  about  t h e  My L a i  o p e r a t i o n  u n t i l  

f i v e  o r  s i x  days  a f t e r  it w a s  ove r  (pgs .  2 ,  3 ) .  The o p e r a t i o n  
w a s  n o t  coo rd ina t ed  wi th  him because it w a s  i n  a f r e e - f i r e  
zone (pg. 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  send  o u t  any Na t iona l  P o l i c e  on the  
miss ion  (pg.  3 ) . TAN found o u t  a week l a t e r  t h a t  even h i s  
a d v i s o r ,  L i eu t enan t  Colonel  GAVIN,  had known no th ing  about  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs. 3 ,  4 )  . 
2. INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

TAN'S r e p o r t  t o  K H I E N .  

F ive  o r  s i x  days a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  he r e c e i v e d  an 
oral  r e p o r t  from t h e  h m l e t  and v i l l a g e  c h i e f s  about  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 4 )  . H e  i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  t o  make 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and send him a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  (pg.  3 ) .  TAN 
made an ora l  r e p o r t  t o  Colonel  KHIEN which w a s  fo l lowed by 
a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  ( E x h i b i t  M - 5 )  12 t o  15  days a f t e r  he  re-
ce ived  t h e  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  from t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  (pgs .  4,5) . 
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The v i l l a g e  c h i e f  made t h i s  r e p o r t  w i thou t  going i n t o  t h e  
My La1 area (pg. 4 )  . TAN's r e p o r t  d i d  n o t  p rov ide  many 
s p e c i f i c s  (pg.  6 ) .  A subsequent  r e p o r t  ( ~ x h i b i tM - 3 4 )  w a s  
s e n t  t o  K H I E N  a f t e r  TAN had r ece ived  a l i s t  o f  t h e  people  
who were k i l l e d  from t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  (pg.  6 ) .  Th is  l i s t  
was a t t a c h e d  t o  E x h i b i t  M-34  a t  t h e  t i m e  it w a s  s e n t  t o  
K H I E N  (pg. 6 )  . The v i l l a g e  c h i e f  ' s r e p o r t  named t h o s e  who 
were k i l l e d  a l l  a long  t h e  t r a i l  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  
t h o s e  k i l l e d  i n  Co Luy (pgs .  7 ,  8 ) .  A f t e r  making t h e s e  
r e p o r t s  TAN d i d  no th ing  because he r ece ived  no i n s t r u c t i o n s  
t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  (pgs .  8 ,  11). The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  conducted 
by Province which could  n o t  g e t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  (pg.  8)  . 

b. TAN d i s c u s s e s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  wi th  h i s  a d v i s o r s .  

TAN d i s c u s s e d  h i s  2 8  March l e t t e r  ( E x h i b i t  M-5)  
w i th  GAVIN,  b u t  d i d  n o t  g i v e  him a copy (pg.  8 ) .  H e  d i d  
g i v e  GAVIN a copy o f  h i s  11 A p r i l  l e t t e r  ( ~ x h i b i tM-34), 
which he  s a w  Capta in  RODRIGUEZ t r a n s l a t e  i n t o  Eng l i sh  
(pg.  9 ) .  RODRIGUEZ'S assessment  of T A N ' s  a t t i t u d e  on t h e  
m a t t e r  ( E x h i b i t  M-30)--i.e. t h a t  TAN gave it low p r i o r i t y - -  
w a s  a c c u r a t e  (pg.  1 0 ) .  H e  gave it low p r i o r i t y  because it 
w a s  TET and he  was more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  ma in t a in ing  t h o s e  
a r e a s  a l r e a d y  under GVN c o n t r o l  t han  worrying about  e v e n t s  
t a k i n g  p l a c e  i n  VC t e r r i t o r y  (pg. 1 0 ) .  I t  w a s  n o t  g iven  low 
p r i o r i t y  because he  doubted t h e  accuracy o f  t h e  r e p o r t  g iven  
liim by --'7 1 - -. - ~ n \v ~ l l d y eciliez ( g g .  LU,. 

c. Propaganda seen  by TAN. 

TAN h e a r d  some propaganda about  i t ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  see 
any l e a f l e t s  concerning what took p l a c e  a t  Tu Cung and Co Luy 
(pg.  1 0 ) .  HE had hez-rd t h e  propaganda con ta ined  i n  E x h i b i t  
M-35, b u t  n o t  t h e  p o r t i o n  about  My La i  o r  Co Luy (pg. 11). 
The l e a f l e t  was s i m i l i a r  t o  o t h e r s  c i r c u l a t i n g  i n  t h e  
propaganda campaign t h a t  w a s  underway a t  t h e  t i m e  (pg. 11). 
He d i d  h e a r  something about  a v i l l a g e ,  b u t  t h i s  was n e a r  t h e  
t i m e  of t h e  propaganda campaign and he d i d  n o t  pay much 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  it (pg.  1 2 ) .  

d .  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted by S e c t o r .  

I n  May o r  June o f  1968 Colonel  KHIEN conducted an 
o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  t h e  miss ion  o f  which w a s  t o  make an 
o n - t h e - ~ p ~ ti n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pgs .  1 2 ,  1 5 ) .  H e  was unable  t o  
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e n t e r  t h e  v i l l a g e  because of t h e  VC s t r e n g t h  (pg. 1 5 ) .  
Approximately 20 people  came o u t  t o  speak t o  K H I E N ,  b u t  
TAN d i d  n o t  know what was s a i d  (pg. 1 5 ) .  I f  t h e r e  was an  
a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  from t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  it would be  a t  
S e c t o r  (pg. '14) . 

d. I n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted by Americans. 

TAN never  spoke t o  Genera l  KOSTER, General  YOUNG, 
Colonel  HENDERSON, L ieu tenan t  Colonel  BARKER, o r  any o t h e r  
American o f f i c e r  concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pgs. 15 ,  1 6 ) .  
GAVIN and RODRIGUEZ were aware of  what he knew through 
h i s  l e t t e r s  t o  K H I E N  (pg. 1 6 ) .  

3 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

A s  My La i  was a f r e e - f i r e  a r e a ,  o p e r a t i o n s  could be  
conducted t h e r e  w i t h o u t  p r i o r  c l e a r a n c e  from TAN (pg. 1 6 ) .  
They d i d  have t o  obt.ain sl-ea.rance f r o z  TAM t o  f i r e  a r t i l l e r y  
i n  t h e  a r e a  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r e v e n t  GVN u n i t s  from be ing  h i t  
(pgs .  1 6 ,  1 7 ) .  There w e r e  no r e s t r i c t i o n s  on f i r i n g  i n t o  

popula ted  a r e a s  i n  a f r e e - f i r e  zone (pg. 16). GAVIN was 
t h e  l i a i s o n  man between TAN and t h e  Americans f o r  a r t i l l e r y  
c l e a r a n c e  (pg. 1 6 ) .  
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Unsworn s t a t e m e n t  o f  CPT Tran Ngoc TAN was taken  

a t  America1 Div i s ion  Courtroom, Chu L a i ,  Republic of  Vietnam 
 ' 

on 3 January 1970. The q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  posed t o  CPT 
TAN by LTG PEERS and MR MACCRATE. Also p r e s e n t  was LTC B i l l y  
M. STANBERRY who a c t e d  a s  i n t e r p r e t e r .  C e r t a i n  o f  t h e  ques- 
t i o n s  were t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  Vietnamese and c e r t a i n  of the 
answers by CPT TAN were t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  Eng l i sh  by LTC STANBERRY. 

10: Cap ta in ,  b e f o r e  w e  g e t  s t a r t e d ,  I ' l l  t e l l  you a 
l i t t l e  about this i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I was appoin ted  by S e c r e t a r y  
RESOR, S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Army, and a l s o  by General  WESTMORELAND, 
t o  de te rmine  t h e  f a c t s  and t h e  c i rcumstances  sur rounding  the 
My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  I was asked t o  check i n t o  any 
o f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  a l s o  t o  determine i f  
t h e r e  was any a t tempt  t o  cover  up o r  suppres s  i n fo rma t ion  of 
t h e  i n c i d e n t  by anybody who may have t a k e n  p a r t  i n  t h e  opera- 
t i o n  o r  i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  p r o c e s s .  

A 1 1  of t h e  Americans wwh6 a r e  g i v i n g  tes t imony i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  g i v e  t h e i r  tes t imony under 
o a t h .  W2 2r.3 r ~ o ti l s ing  t h . 2  same ~ r z c c 2 u r e:'-iLLh TyTietnans~c. 
W e  are a s k i n g  and r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  you t e l l  a s  much a s  you 
can about  what you know of  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  Our r e p o r t ,  when 
i t  i s  completed,  w i l l  be a c l a s s i f i e d  r e p o r t ,  b u t  i n  view 
of  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  of  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  it is  l i k e l y  
t h a t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  may be p r e s e n t e d  t o  o u r  Congress and 
n,,,r1 Senate acd p z r t s  cf it zay evzn in fact b2~0r",2a a s t t c r  
o f  p u b l i c  knowledge. 

Aside from myse l f ,  I have s e v e r a l  otlzer i n d i v i -  
d u a l s  working w i t h  m e ,  s e v e r a l  s e n i o r  Army o f f i c e r s  and 
a l s o  some c i v i l i a n s  from t h e  Department of  t h e  Army s t a f f .  
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  on my r i g h t  i s  M r .  MACCRATE, who i s  a c i v i l i a n  
lawyer ,  and he  has  a l s o  w i t h  him ano the r  c i v i l i a n  lawyer 
by t h e  name o f  M r .  WALSH. They have v o l u n t e e r e d  their ser-
v i c e s  t o  a s s i s t  me i n  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  and a l s o  t o  pro-
v i d e  l e g a l  counse l  and guidance t o  m e .  We're d i r e c t i n g  
t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e  U. S. m i l i t a r y  pe r sonne l  who a r e  t e s t i -  
f y i n g  i n  this i n v e s t i g a t i o n  n o t  d i s c u s s  t h e i r  tes t imony o r  
anyth ing  about  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  anybody, i n c l u d i n g  
t h o s e  who may have been a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  
We cannot  of  course  do t h i s  t o  you i n  t h e  Vietnamese A r m y ,  
but we would ask t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  i t  w i t h  o t h e r  people .  
With t h a t ,  now, do you have any q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  you 'd  l i k e  
t o  ask b e f o r e  I s t a r t  a sk ing  q u e s t i o n s  o f  you? 
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A ,  To s t a r t  o u t  w i t h ,  I would l i k e  t o  thank you very 
much, General  PEERS, f o r  coming h e r e  and f o r  checking i n t o  t h i s  
s i t u a t i o n  because I t h i n k  i t  i s  an impor t an t  one. I ' l l  be most 
p l ea sed  t o  answer any of  your q u e s t i o n s  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my 
a b l i t y .  There  have been a number of i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  conducted 
a l r e a d y  and I ' m  p l e a s e d  t o  answer anything t h a t  you d e s i r e  t o  
ask m e .  

Q Fine ,  Capta in  TAN, would you g i v e  us your  f u l l  
name, your  s e r i a l  number, and p a r t i c u l a r  d e t a i l s  o f  your  
p r e s e n t  assignment? 

A. I am Capta in  Tran Hgoc TAN, s e r i a l  number 
My p r e s e n t  ass ignment  i s  S2 Ch ie f ,  Quang Ngai S e c t o r .  

Q. Capta in  TAN, what w a s  your  du ty  ass ignment  on t h e  
16 March 1968? 

A .  I n  March l a s t  y e a r ,  I was the  D i s t r i c t  Chief  of 
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  

Q. And I b e l i e v e  your  g rade  a t  t h a t  t i m e  w a s  f i r s t  
l i e u t e n a n t ,  is  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Tha t  's c o r r e c t .  

Q When d i d  you f i r s t  h e a r ,  Capta in  TAN, o f  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  My L a i  (4) Hamlet? 

A. &out  5 o r  6 days a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  
the f i r s t  I hea rd  about  it. 

Q - Well, as f a r  a s .  t h e  r e s u l t s ,  t h i s  may have been 
c o r r e c t .  But wlien were you aware t h a t  an o p e r a t i o n  was t a k i n g  
plac 'e  i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  know anyth ing  a t  a l l  about  it. 

Q D i d n ' t  they  come from Task Force  Barker  a t  LZ D o t t i e  
and o b t a i n  some ARVN s o l d i e r s  and a l s o  some Na t iona l  P o l i c e  
from your  d i s t r i c t  headqua r t e r s  who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  l a t e r  i n  t he  day,  a long  about 3 o r  4 o ' c l o c k  i n  
t h e  a f te rnoon?  
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That  i s  no t  c o r r e c t .  Let  me exp la in  f o r  your under- 
s t and ing  how we divided t h e  a r e a  f o r  r e s p o n s b i l i t y  among t h e  
u n i t  and o rgan iza t ions  a t  t h a t  time. I n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of the 
d i s t r i c t  headquar ters ,  and around t h a t  g e n e r a l l y ,  was a 
s e c u r i t y  a r e a  c a l l e d  t h e  RD a rea .  I t  was r a t e d  as  A,  B ,  o r  C .  
Next t o  t h a t  was a contes ted  a rea  r a t e d  D o r  E.  Outside of 
that was a f r e e - f i r e  zone. My Lai Hamlet was ou t  i n  the  f r e e -
f i r e  zone. For t h a t  reason they d i d n ' t  t e l l  me about it. 

Q. W e l l ,  Captain TAN, l e t  me show you how t h e  oper- 
a t i o n  developed. There were t h r e e  companies involved. One 
company, A/3/1, was i n  a  blocking p o s i t i o n  nor th  of the  
Diem Diem River .  C/1/20 worked i n  t h e  a r e a  of My Lai ( 4 )  
on the  day of t h e  16th  and proceeded up i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i -
c a t i n g ) .  B/4 /3  landed genera l ly  i n  t h e  a r e a  e a s t  of My Khe ( 3 )  
here  and then  moved u? he re ,  s o  t h a t  i n  t h e  af te rnoon of 
the  16th  both companies were up i n  he re .  And it was h e r e  
t h a t  some of t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e  from your headquarters  
and some s o l d i e r s  from the 2d ARVN Divis ion  t h a t  had 
been with your headquarters  were flown i n  he re  to i n t e r -
rogate .  Captain KOTOUC from Task Force Barker and an in-
t e r p r e t e r  by tke of ETEN had :;one ts Qsanz Ngsj.. 
Quang Ngai s a i d  t o  go t o  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  t o  pick them up 
s o  they  picked them up h e r e  and brough: them i n  h e r e  ( i n -
d i c a t i n g )  . When they did come down t o  pick up these  
s o l d i e r s ,  d i d n ' t  they t e l l  you t h a t  this opera t ion  was 
underway? 

A. The answer t o  ";he ques t ion ,  s i r ,  i s  no. 
I d i d n ' t  send National  Po l i ce  o u t .  They could have 
been PRU's, b u t  n o t  Nat ional  Po l i ce .  

9 .  Did you have a l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  from the  2d 
ARVN -Divis ion by t h e  name of ANH? 

A. I d o n ' t  know anything a t  a l l  about it. We 
d i d n ' t  c o n t r o l  any ARVN. 

Q- Poss ib ly  somebody could have arranged i n  
Quang Ngai t o  have them picked up h e r e .  

A. My a d v i s o r ,  Lieutenant  Colonel GAVIN,  a l s o  didn 't 
know anything about it af te rwards .  I asked him and he a l s o  
d i d n ' t  know anything about t h e  opera t ion .  
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Q How long af te rwards?  

A. One o r  two weeks l a t e r  when I s e n t  t h e  r e p o r t  t o  
province.  

Q While we 're a t  t h e  map, i s  t h i s  a f r e e - f i r e  zone 
( r e f  e r r i n g  t o  map) ? 

A. This s i d e  o f  it ( i n d i c a t i n g  a r e a  t o  t h e  e a s t  
of a l i n e ) .  

Q. This is c o n t r o l l e d  and i s  no-f i re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  ? 

A. A l l  t h a t  is f r e e - f i r e  (witness  i n d i c a t i n g  on map) . 
Q Now t h a t  we know you d i d  n o t  know about the op-
e r a t i o n  be ing  conducted, Captain,  when d i d  you f i r s t  hea r  o f  
t h e  opera t ion?  You i n d i c a t e d  b e f o r e ,  maybe 5 days o r  so 
afterwards.  

A. I f i r s t  heard  about t h a t  about 5 o r  6 days 
a f t e r  the  opera t ion  and I heard about i t  from t h e  Hamlet 
Chief and t h e  Vi i lage  Chief by word of mouth. They t o l d  m e .  
So I i n s t r u c t e d  them t o  make an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and another  
r e p o r t  t o  m e ,  which they  d i d .  When I rece ived  t h e  r e p o r t  
from them, then ,  I s e n t  a r e p o r t  t o  province.  

Q. You rece ived  a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t ,  c a p t a i n ?  

v s s ,  s i r ,  frcr the V i l l q e  Ch ie f ,  

Q DO you have a copy of t h e  r e p o r t  you rece ived?  

A. Yes, there is  probably a r e p o r t  on f i l e  a t  Son 
Tinh D i s  t r i e t  , 

Q.  It wsuld Se q c i t e  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  us  i f  w e  could 
o b t a i n  a cdpy of the  r e p o r t  from t he  Vi l lage  and/or Hamlet 
Chief t o  you a t  t h a t  time. 

A .  Maybe we  can f i n d  i t  then. But I am c e r t a i n  he 
didn ' t-- the Vi l l age  Chief ,  be fo re  he made t h a t  r e p o r t ,  d i d  
n o t  go out  t o  t h a t  area ,  

Q Oh, yes .  I can understand why he d i d  n o t  go o u t ,  
Captain.  
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A. There were a l o t  of reasons bu t  I'm s u r e  he d i d n ' t  
go o u t  t h e r e .  They had many ways of f ind ing  o u t  though, be-
cause some o f  t h e i r  family members were l i v i n g  down t h e r e .  
For example, M r .  NHON, t h e  Hamlet Ch ie f ,  had a c h i l d  t h a t  w a s  
s h o t  down t h e r e .  

9 When you received t h e  r e p o r t ,  c a p t a i n  TAN, from 
t h e  Vi l l age  Chief and t h e  Hamlet Chief ,  what d i d  you do? 

A. About 1 2 ,  1 4 ,  15 days a f t e r  t h a t ,  I s e n t  a r e p o r t  
t o  province.  

Q. I have he re  a copy of a r e p o r t ,  Captain TAN, Would 
this be a copy of t h e  r e p o r t  which you s e n t  t o  province? 

(The r e p o r t  was passed t o  t h e  wi tness  t o  review. ) 

A. hat's i t .  I s e n t  t h a t  one up. 

Q. For the record ,  I ' m  showing Captain TAN Exhibi t  M - 5 ,
t h e  Vietnamese vers ion .  Captain,  on your English t r a n s l a t i o n  
copy i t  shows t h a t  copies  of t h i s  were seiit t o  the  S 2  and S3 
of Quang Ngai S e c t o r ,  i s  that--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  That i s  c o r r e c t :  S2 and 53 of Quang 
Ngai Sec tor .  

n rnL ' is - -Av.- ---- - L - - - - -
'd JVUL a L Y l ~ a ~ u ~ eand this is your o Z T i c i i l i  
s e a l ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q - Capta in ,  a f t e r  t h a t  what happened? 

A. I turned  i n  another  r e p o r t  l a t e r .  This one was made 
be fo re  I go t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r e p o r t  from t h e  Vi l l age  Chief.  
The o t h e r  one was made a f t e r .  

D o  you remember approximately t h e  d a t e  you made it 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  This i s  my second r e p o r t .  The o t h e r  
one was by word only ,  o r a l l y .  
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There w a s  an o r a l  r e p o r t  f i r s t ,  then t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

Oral  r e p o r t ;  then a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t .  

Then t h e r e  w a s  another  r e p o r t  a f t e r  that? 

A. Not any more, 

& This r e p o r t  does no t  provide many s p e c i f i c s .  

A. Agreed. 

Q I have he re ,  cap ta in ,  a r e p o r t  which I b e l i e v e  
you w i l l  remember. 

(The r e p o r t ,  l a t e r  en tered  as  Exh ib i t  M-34,  
was passed t o  t h e  wi tness  f o r  review.) 

A. This I turned i n  a f t e r  I received a l i s t  of t h e  
people who were k i l l e d  froril t h e  Vi l l age  Chief.  

Q - Yes. 

A. I would n o t  send t h i s  out  u n t i l  I had t h e  Hamlet 
Chief make me a l i s t  of t h e  k i l l e d ,  t h e  dead. He d i d  make 
a l i s t  of the  dead, ar,d I b e l i e v e  it w a s  a t t ached  t o  t h i s  
when it went o u t .  B u t  I am a l s o  q u i t e  c e r t a i n  t h a t  i n  my 
f i l e s  i n  the  d i s t r i c t ,  t h e r e  i s  a copy of this with t h e  
l i s t  s t i l l  a t tached.  

Q Well, I would a l s o  l i k e  t o  have a copy of t h e  
Hamlet C h i e f ' s  and the Village C h i e f ' s  r epor t .  

A. These people a r e  s t i l l  a l i v e .  I f  they confirm 
i t ,  then t h a t a s  as good as having the paperwork, i s n ' t  i t ?  

& For our purposes,  t h e  paperwork i s  b e t t e r  than  
t h e  verba l .  So I would p r e f e r  t o  have t h e  paperwork. 

A. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  it i s  t h e r e ,  but I c a n ' t  go g e t  it. 
I f  you could have someone go down and g e t  it out  of the f i l e s ,  
I 'm s u r e  it i s  the re .  
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Q. This w i l l  be a t  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  

A. Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  

Q. Well, w e ' l l  need someone t o  r ead  t h e  language s o  
i t  can be i d e n t i f i e d .  

A .  I ' m  very r e l u c t a n t  t o  gc back myself. I d o n ' t  
t h ink  i t  i s  t h e  proper way t o  do i t .  I th ink  we should 
have t h e  province send anotherlman t o  t a k e  i t  ou t  of the f i l e s .  
Undoubtedly, t h e  Province Chief- w i l l  g e t  i t  ou t  of t h e  f i l e s  
f o r  you. 

Q We may have you go down and do t h a t  tomorrow, 
(speaking t o  LTC STANBERRY).  I have h e r e  a l e t t e r  from the  
D i s t r i c t  Chief of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  t o  t h e  Province Chief of 
Quang Ngai Province,  da ted  11 A p r i l  1968. I t  i s  l e t t e r  number 
1 9 0 .  I would l i k e  t o  have t h i s  en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  and made 
an o f f i c i a l  e x h i b i t .  

(The document, which had been discovered i n  Quang 
Ngai Province f i l e s ,  was en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  a s  Exh ib i t  
M-34, A l a t e r  cop17 o E  the same 5.oc1.1men.+ was £ c ) I . z ~ ~ .j . ~ ,S o 2  
Tinh D i s t r i c t  f i l e s  and was rece ived  i n  evidence as  Exhib i t  
M-29.) 

Would you v e r i f y  t h i s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  f o r  me, Captain? 

A ,  ?d n i v i s i  on Headquarters G2 and t h e  advisor  of  
Quang Ngai S e c t o r ,  t h e  MACV adv i so r .  

Q. This would be Colonel GUINN? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q M r .  MAY was t h e  Province Senior  Advisor, bu t  t h e  
S e c t o r  Advisor was Colonel G U I N N  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. It could have been. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Did your r e p o r t  from your Vi l l age  and Hamlet Chief 
i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  i n c l u d i n g  My L a i ,  o r  Tu Cung, a l s o  inc lude  Co 
Luy ? 

A. Yes, s ir .  Tu Cung Hamlet i s  r i g h t  next  t o  Co Luy. 
A l l  along t h e  t r a i l  of  t h e  opera t ion  people were k i l l e d  dur ing  
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t h a t  t ime and i t  d id  e n t e r  Co Luy. They d i d  r e p o r t  t h a t  people 
were k i l l e d  i n  Co Luy too .  

Q. Afte r  you f i l e d  t h e  r e p o r t  of  11 A p r i l ,  Captain 
TAN, what happened next?  

A. I d i d n ' t  do anything e l s e  a t  a l l .  

Q. Well, were you t o l d  t o  conduct an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  
t o  do anything? 

A. No. I d i d n ' t  do anything e l s e ,  and I d i d n ' t  r ece ive  
any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  conduct an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  A f t e r  t h a t  t h e  
province conducted t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  b u t  they c o u l d n ' t  g e t  i n t o  
t h e  a r e a .  

9. I have he re  a  document addressed t o  t h e  Commanding
General,  2d ARVN Divis ion ,  da ted  1 2  Apr i l  1 9 6 8 ,  s igned by 
Major Pham Van PHO, G 2 ,  (Exh ib i t  M - 3 1 )  . 

Was (Exh ib i t  M-31) t h e  handwri t ten p o r t i o n  of this 
e v e r  c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n  (BG TOAN1sn o t e ) ?  

A. No, t h i s  i s  ins t ruc . t ions  t o  t h e  s e c t o r ,  and i t  d i d n ' t  
come t o  me. 

Q Well, t h a t  i s  t r u e ;  however, t h e  reason I asked is 
t h a t  i t  s a y s ,  " I f  t h e r e  i s  nothing t o  i t ,  have t h e  d i s t r i c t  rec-
t i f y  t h e  r e p o r t .  I f  i t  i s  t r u e ,  l i n k  up wi th  t h e  America1 
~ i v i s i o nt o  have t h i s  s topped.  " That I s  why  T w a s  wnnderinn; 
c a p t a i n ,  i f  this was passed t o  you by s e c t o r .  

A. 
know. 

That would be e n t i r e l y  up t o  s e c t o r ,  and I j u s t  d o n ' t  

Q Cantain TAW, whil-e t h i s  i s  going on,  had. you k e p t
Major G A V ~ Ninformed o r  what information you were g e t t i n g  from 
the  Vi l l age  Chief and t h e  Hamlet Chief? Were you g iv ing  h i m  
copies  of these  r e p o r t s ?  

A. On the l e t t e r  of  2 8  March, I d i d  d i s c u s s  this 
w i t h  h i m ,  but L d i d n ' t  g ive  h F m  a copy. On t h e  l e t t e r  of 
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11 A p r i l ,  I d id  g ive  him a  copy of t h i s  l e t t e r .  

&. I n  the vie tn&ese  ve r s ion?  

A. I n  Vietnamese, y e s ,  sir .  

8 - Captain,  d i d  you have another  adv i so r  t h e r e  w i t h  
Major GAVIN by t h e  name of RODRIGUEZ? 

A. Captain RODRIGUEZ t r a n s l a t e d  t h a t  l e t t e r  h imse l f ,  
o r  a t  l e a s t  I s a w  him immediately t h e r e a f t e r  typing  a t  a type-
w r i t e r  i n  English o f f  of my l e t t e r .  

9. Captain,  do you read  English? 

A. I can read.  

Q* Would you look a t  t h i s  s ta tement?  

(The s ta tement  dated 1 4  A p r i l  1968, l a t e r  en tered  
i n t o  evidence a s  Exh ib i t  M-30, was handed t o  the wi tness  t o  
read. 1 

A. Sure ly ,  t h i s  is  t h e  one he wrote  whenever he g o t  
mine. 

Q. Had you ever  seen  a  copy of t h i s  b e f o r e ,  capta in?  

A. Poss ib ly ,  and very l i k e l y  t h e r e  i s  a copy of t h a t  
i n  t h e  s u b s e c t o r ,  too .  

a .  On t h e  Vietnamese s i d e  or on the adv i so r sq  s i d e ?  

A. On the Americans' s i d e .  


Q- Had you read  t h i s  be fo re  o r  had you j u s t  seen i t ?  


A. 'I saw him typ ing  t h e  t h i n g  and I read  i t ,  scanned 
it; b u t  t h i s  was t h e  c e n t r a l  i d e a  of  what was i n  the s ta tement  
he was wr i t ing .  

Q o  Can you exp la in  this, Captain? Your l e t t e r  i s  q u i t e  
s t rong .  P lease  understand I ' m  n o t  complaining about t h a t  l e t t e r .  
The ques t ion  i s  as fol lows.  This i s  q u i t e  a  s t r a igh t fo rward  
l e t t e r ,  b u t  when t h e  s ta tement  comes down h e r e  i t  says  you d i d n ' t  
g i v e  much c r e d i t  t o  it. 
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A. Okay, I ' l l  e x p l a i n  it t o  you l i k e  it w a s .  March 
was very n e a r  t o  T e t  1968. Very o f t e n  w e  s a t  a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
headqua r t e r s  and were a t t a c k e d  by mortar .  A t  t h a t  t i m e ' i f  you 
f l e w  by i n  a h e l i c o p t e r ,  you had t o  f l y  over  h igh  o r  e l s e  you 
would g e t  s h o t  down. For  t h a t  reason  and i n  t h a t  atmosphere 
a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  w e  j u s t  saw t h a t  e v e n t  a s  ano the r  one o f  t h e  many 
b a t t l e s  o r  s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  e x i s t e d ,  and we d i d n ' t  t h i n k  it w a s  
very impor tan t .  Perhaps a t  t h a t  t i m e  Capta in  RODRIGUEZ made 
a good o b s e r v a t i o n ,  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  s e e  it very h igh  on my l i s t  
of p r i o r i t i e s .  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I was r e a l l y  concerned about  
s a v i n g  o u t p o s t s  and keeping  the VC from coming i n  o u r  f r o n t  . 

door.  So I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  unders tand and a l s o  t o  
unders tand Capta in  RODRIGUEZs  ' o b s e r v a t i o n  t h e r e .  This  was 
i n  a  f r e e - f i r e  zone, it was o u t s i d e  of  an a r e a  of what  h e  
c o n t r o l l e d ,  and what he d i d  c o n t r o l  was of primary impor- 
t a n c e  t o  him. For  t h a t  r ea son  i t  was l i k e l y  t h a t  Cap ta in  
RODRIGUEZ could  have thought  it w a s n ' t  t o o  impor t an t .  

Q. May I ask ,  c a p t a i n ,  a r a t h e r  t e c h n i c a l  q u e s t i o n ?  
The words " n o t  g iven  much importance,"  t hen ,  does n o t  mean 
as t o  t h e  v a l i d i t y  of the in fo rma t ion ,  b u t  i s  d i r e c t e d  a t  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  something t h a t  took p l a c e  i n  a VC-
c o n t r o l l e d  area. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Tha t  i s  c o r r e c t ,  s ir .  H i s  o b s e r v a t i o n  undoubtedly 
came from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it was a low p r i o r i t y ,  and n o t  t h a t  
I d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  it was a c o r r e c t  r e p o r t .  

Q Ceptej-n TAN, d i .d  yo11 g e t  milch VC propaqanda rela-
t i n g  t o  what might have taken  p l a c e  i n  Tu Cung and Co Luy? 

No, sir.  I d i d n ' t .  

Q ,. Yes. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I h e a r d  some propaganda, b u t  I d i d n ' t  
p ick  up any l e a f l e t s  o r  never  r e c e i v e d  any l e a f  l e t s .  Usual ly  
t h e  l e a f l e t s  a r e  p icked  up by t h e  S 2 ,  Census Grievance,  o r  t h e  
in format ion  s e r v i c e .  I n  my l e t t e r ,  you w i l l  see j u s t  a very 
l i t t l e  r i g h t  a t  t h e  end,  about  where I r e q u e s t  a s s i s t a n c e  
t c  m e l i o r a t e  cr ts help reduce  unnecessary k i l l i n g .  But,  a t  
t h e  same tirne, t h i s  was a VC a r e a .  I can conf i rm t h a t  i f  
it i s  neces sa ry .  The r e p o r t ,  I b e l i e v e ,  i s  c o r r e c t  o r  about  
c o r r e c t ,  b u t  i t  was my duty t o  make t h e  r e p o r t  because it 
was r e p o r t e d  t o  m e .  
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Q. Let  me go back t o  t h i s  r e p o r t  aga in .  A l i t t l e  

wh i l e  ago, I had shown you some w r i t i n g  by General TOAN. 

J u s t  a s  a m a t t e r  of form, Captain TAN, I have h e r e  a mes- 

sage from G 2 ,  T a c t i c a l  Zone 12, t o  Quang Ngai S e c t o r ,  dated 

1 5  A p r i l  1968, s igned by Lieutenant  Colonel Pham Cao DONG, 

Chief of S t a f f .  I would l i k e  t o  have t h i s  e n t e i e d  i n t o  the 

record  a s  an e x h i b i t .  


(The document was en te red  i n t o  evidence as  Exh ib i t  
M-32 .) 

I would ask i f  by chance this information i n  the  
second paragraph, Captain TAN, was e v e r  c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  

A .  I never rece ived  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  from s e c t o r  on 

t h i s .  This i s  w r i t t e n  t o  s e c t o r  and a t  t h a t  time s e c t o r  was 


-	 i n  bad shape too .  They were very hard  pressed and they passed 
o u t  no i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h i s .  Even a s  l a t e  as t h i s  p a s t  June,  
my advisor  and I went i n t o  t h i s  a r e a ,  and we g o t  s h o t  a t .  

Q. Captain TAN, w e  were given a copy of t h i s  s t a t e - 

ment by Captain RODRIGUEZ ( l a t e r  Exh ib i t  M-30j by Colonei 

HIEN. Do you know how t h i s  copy would have g o t t e n  t o  him? 


A. No. I d i d n ' t  send i t  up,  s o  he must have g o t t e n  

it from t h e  o t h e r  adv i so r s .  


Q. Captain T A N ,  I have here a copy of some VC pro-

paganda (Exh ib i t  M - 3 5 )  . I would ask i f  you have eve r  seen o r  

heard  t h i s  propaganda? 


A. 	 Very common. 

(2. 	 Y e s ,  but  what about t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s t o r y ?  

A. I heard  i t ,  and I have heard a l o t  of it; b u t  I 

never pa id  any a t t e n t i o n  t o  it. 


Q- Have you heard  t h i s  p a r t  where t h e y  were t a l k i n g  

about Tu Cung and Co Luy? 


A. I t  was about May o r  June t h a t  they  had a propaganda 

campaign and I d i d n ' t  h e a r  anything s p e c i a l  about My Lai o r  Co 

Luy. I d i d  h e a r  about a v i l l a g e  but i t  was s t i l l  the  same o l d  

s t u f f :  a l o t  of people k i l l e d ,  this and var ious  o t h e r  propa- 

ganda s t o r i e s  . 
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Q Captain TAN, were you aware of any o t h e r  i n v e s t i -
ga t ions  which a t  t h a t  t ime may have been d i r e c t e d  by either 
t h e  GVN o r  by t h e  ARVN, e i t h e r  through province o r  a t  t h e  d i r -
e c t i o n  of General LAM? 

A. . S e c t o r  d i d  conduct an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I n  A p r i l ,  
a f t e r  my l e t t e r  went i n ,  Sec to r  d i d  conduct an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
And about May, t h e  Province Chief h imse l f ,  Colonel KHIEN, took 
an opera t ion  i n t o  the.  a rea .  

Q. Was it May, c a p t a i n ,  o r  could i t  have been June? 
O r ,  was t h e r e  one i n  May and another  one i n  June? 

Ab. I d o n ' t  remember f o r  c e r t a i n ,  but  it was May o r  
June, something l i k e  t h a t .  A l o t  of people came out  a t  t h a t  
time. A l o t  of people came o u t  t o  j o i n  GVN a t  t h a t  t ime, 
during the  opera t ion .  

Q Do you know whether any Americans accompanied t h a t  
opera t ion?  

A. Yes, adv i so r s  of  t h e  s e c t o r .  

Q. A t  s e c t o r ?  

A. A t  s e c t o r .  

A. Yes, s ir ,  on t h a t  ope ra t ion  where Colonel KHIEN went 
I did see--

A. Yes, t h e r e  was an a£t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  made which. I 
saw. There a l s o  was a meeting where t h e  Province Chief himself 
discussed t h e  r e s u l t s  of it, where he mentioned t h e  names of 
t h e  VC and the  p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  had been k i l l e d  i n  
t h e  American opera t ion .  The p ress  was a l s o  p r e s e n t  a t  t h i s  
meeting. 

9 Vietnamese p ress  o r  American p ress?  

A.  American p ress .  
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Q. When was t h i s ?  

A. It w a s  j u s t  r e c e n t l y .  


Q - I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  the o p e r a t i o n  i n  June .  


A .  On 6 June l a s t  year .  I t  w a s  t h e  Vietnamese 
p r e s s .  I n  June 1968 a committee from Saigon came up, 
and t h e r e  w a s  one American l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l  w i t h  them. 
The p r e s s  coverage was Vietnamese. 

Q - I n  June  of 1968? 

A. I n  June  of 1968, s i g h t ,  s i r .  And t h e y  used a t a p e  
r e c o r d e r  t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  in format ion .  I tallced w i t h  t h e  A m e r i -
can w i t h  t h a t  group. This  was about  6 o r  7 June 1968. 

Q - L e t ' s  g e t  t h i s  p inned down now, whether  it was 6 
months ago o r  1 8  months ago? 

A. Okay, 1'11 change it. I t  i s  1969 and n o t  1968. The 
chief of t h a t  gl-oilp was a major w h c  i s  from the same class a s  
Colonel  K H I E N ,  the Province Chief .  

Q. Yes. 

A. And t h e r e  w a s  an American l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l  accom-
- - m T 7 q  mTv h i .  E u t  this Y Z S  ir, Juzc 1359. 

Q. Would you remember h i s  name if I gave it t o  you? 

A. Who, t h e  major? 

Q. No, t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  co lone l .  

A. Colone l  K H I E N  knows him, b u t  I d o n ' t .  

Q- L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  SHEEHAN. He i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he 
took some tes t imony from you on a t a p e  r e c o r d e r  and t r a n s c r i b e d  
it. 

A. And ve ry  r e c e n t l y  i n  November, t h e r e  was a group of 
about  40 people  w i t h  a Sena to r  from Saigon.  
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Q- Senator  DON? 

A. Yes, DON and some American p ress  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  
I ' m  n o t  aware of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  made dur ing  t h a t  y e a r  excep t  
by s e c t o r .  

Q Yes. Captain,  t h i s  s ta tement  t h a t  you made t o  
Colonel SHEEHAN was made on 25 June 1969. Now, I would 
l i k e  t o  go back t o  t h e  opera t ion  i n  June of 1968. I had 
asked i f  you had seen  any r e p o r t  of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion  
o r  whether you had seen  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n  r e p o r t s  coming 
from t h e  people t h a t  came out  of My Lai ( 4 )  . 
A. Those should,be i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  now. 

Q The i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of  the "Chieu Hoi 's"?  

LTC STANBERRY: He misunderstood t h a t  ques t ion .  

I0: Well, any a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
r e p o r t .  

A. I f  t h e r e  a r e  any such as  those ,  they  would be i n  
t h e  S2 a t  s e c t o r .  

Q - A t  s e c t o r ?  

A. T h a t ' s  the  s e c t o r  S2 o f f i c e ,  which i s  m y  p r e s e n t  
o f f i c e .  

9 D i d  you i n d i c a t e  t h e  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t ,  i f  t h e r e  
was one, would probably be a t  d i s t r i c t ?  

A. Probably t h e  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  is no longer  k e p t  
a t  d i s t r i c t  bu t  i t  c e r t a i n l y  should be a t  province ,  a t  s e c t o r .  

Q e  . Would t h e  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t ,  c a p t a i n ,  inc lude  the 
names of any American o f f i c e r s  o r  personnel t h a t  accompanied 
t h e  opera t ion?  

Normally +hey havc them. 
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Q. Do you remember what t h i s  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  s a i d ?  
What d i d  Colonel K H I E N  conclude as a r e s u l t  of h i s  opera t ion?  

A. Thei r  mission was t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  r i g h t  on t h e  swot 
b u t  they c o u l d n ' t  g e t  i n .  The VC were too  s t r o n g  i n  the  hamlet. 
They did t a l k  t o  some people ou t s ide  of t h e  hamlet from t h e  
area:  

Q. In  t a l k i n g  with Colonel KHIEN,  a s  I remember, he in-
d i c a t e d  t h a t  about 20 people came o u t  from the v i l l a g e .  

A .  Yes. 

Q Do you remember what informat ion  t h e s e  20 people
had given concerning any k i l l i n g  of  women o r  c h i l d r e n  i n  My 
Lai  ( 4 )  during t h e  opera t ion?  

A. Colonel K H I E N  would know t h a t .  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l ?  

A. I remember t h a t  t h e r e  was t h e  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  
b u t  1 don?t remenber a i i  of the details. 

Q Captain T A N ,  a f t e r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  d i d  Colonel 
BARKER o r  Colonel HENDERSON eve r  come t o  s e e  you t o  t a l k  about 
t h e  a c t i o n  i n  My Lai ( 4 )  ? 

9 Did a General YOUNG ever  come t o  s e e  you? 

A. NO, s i r .  

8. General KOSTER? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q Did any s e n i o r  American o f f i c e r  e v e r  come t o  you? 

A.  No. 

Q- Did anybody from t h e  s t a f f  o f  t h e  11th  Brigade o r  
Task Force Barker ,  o r  d i d  any American o f f i c e r  t h a t  you know 
e v e r  come t o  s e e  you? 
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' A: Nobody. My own advisor  was a l l .  

Q- From what you have i n d i c a t e d  i n  your  testimony,
t h e  only American o f f i c e r s  t h a t  would be aware of anything 
from t h e  d i s t r i c t  p o i n t  of view would be Captain RODRIGUEZ 
and Major GAVIN? 

A. The only way they  knew about it and the only 
t h i n g  they knew was j u s t  my l e t t e r ,  because,  they  wouldn't  
have heard anything e l s e .  

Q And Colonel G U I N N ,  who was t h e  Sec to r  Advisor, 
should a l s o  have known s i n c e  you s e n t  a copy of your l e t t e r  
of 11 Apri l  t o  him. Captain TAN, d i d  Task Force 
Barker maintain a  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  o r  noncommissioned o f f i c e r  
with you? 

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q. How d i d  they  coordina te  t h e i r  ope ra t ions  with you? 

A. If i t  was i n  a f r e e  zone, t h e r e  wasn ' t  any coordi-
na t ion  requi red  unless  they were planning t o  b r i n g  c i v i l i a n s  
back i n t o  the  a rea ;  then ,  they  h i t c h e d  up with us. 

Q How d i d  they  coordina te  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e s  wi th  you, 
Captain TAN? 

A. Even i n  t h e  f r e e - f i r e  zone they had t o  ask my per-
mission t o  f i r e  a r t i l l e r y .  They l inked up wi th  the advisor ,  
Major GAVIN,  and he l inked  up wi th  me. Then i f  I wanted t o  
g i v e  permission o r  i t  looked right t o  g i v e  permission i n  t h a t  
a r e a ,  then I t o l d  him and he passed i t  back t o  them. 

Q In the  f r e e - f i r e  a r e a ,  were t h e r e  any r e s t r i c t i o n s  
on f i r e  a g a i n s t  v i l l a g e s  o r  a reas  t h a t  may have been populated? 

A. No. I d i d n ' t  have anything q u i t e  l i k e  t h a t ,  bu t  
I d id  r equ i re  a l l  f i r e s  t o  be coordinated wi th  me i n  o rde r  
t o  avoid m i s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  

Q e  That is t o  s a y ,  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e  ARVN u n i t s ,  
RF/PF u n i t s ,  and any o t h e r  u n i t s  t h a t  might be i n  the area--
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A. ( In terpos ing)  Are n o t  a t a r g e t  f o r  somebody e l s e ' s  
a r t i l l e r y  o r  a r e  n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  be f i r e d  upon because someone 
e l s e  s e e s  them. 

& =  Captain TALJ, we have t a l k e d  q u i t e  a b i t ,  focusing 
p r imar i ly  upon My Lai ( 4 )  and Tu Cung. Can you remember any-
t h i n g  e l s e  t h a t  you may have heard concerning Co Luy? 

A. They a r e  jo in ing  one another .  It could be t h a t  
they  ran over i n t o  My Lai and were k i l l e d  over  t h e r e ,  b u t  I 
h a v e n ' t  heard  anything s p e c i f i c  o r  s e p a r a t e  about My Lai ex-
c e p t  t h e r e  were some people k i l l e d  t h e r e .  S p e c i f i c a l l y  where, 
I d o n ' t  know i f  it was i n  Co Luy o r  My Lai .  

Q. I would l i k e  t o  d i scuss  j u s t  a moment, Captain TAN, 
t h i s  ARVN o f f i c e r ,  t h e  ARVN noncommissioned o f f i c e r ,  and t h r e e  
p r i v a t e s ,  and t h e  t h r e e  Nat ional  P o l i c e  who were picked up a t  
your d i s t r i c t .  We know t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e r  was a second l i e u t e n a n t .  
We know h i s  name was ANH and t h a t  he came from t h e  2d ARVN 
Divis ion .  We d o n ' t  know anything about t h e  t h r e e  Nat ional  P o l i c e  
except  they were supposed t o  be N a t i o ~ l a lPo l i ce  and no t  Nat ional  
P o l i c e  F i e l d  Force. You i n d i c a t e d  be fo re  t h a t  you knew nothing 
of any ARVN o r  National Po l i ce  be ing  picked up a t  your head-
q u a r t e r s  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. I j u s t  d o n ' t  know anything about them. I d i d n ' t  
c o n t r o l  AKVN o f f i c e r s ,  and I a l s o  d i d  n o t  nave a l i s t  of VCI a t  
t h a t  t ime. I had no Phoenix opera t ion  a t  t h a t  t ime; it was 
s t i l l  a t  t h e  s e c t o r  l e v e l  only.  I would e s t i m a t e  t h a t  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  ran t h i s  opera t ion  and s e n t  t h e  s o l d i e r s  o u t .  I would 
t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  policemen were probably c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  G 2  
o f f i c e ,  o r  S2 o f f i c e ,  e i t h e r  a t  d i v i s i o n  o r  a t  tha  s e c t o r ,  
probably a t  the  s e c t o r .  

Q Tha t ' s  what I was going t o  ask i f  you have any
i d e a ,  Captain--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  Normally t h e  Americans, when they 
opera ted ,  t h e i r  l i a i s o n  o r  coordina t ing  l e v e l  was very high; 
usual ly  a t  d i v i s i o n ,  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  a t  the d i s t r i c t  l e v e l ,  and not  
even t o o  much a t  the province l e v e l ;  g e n e r a l l y  with the  d i v i s i o n .  

Q Captain,  I want t o  thank you very much f o r  being
wi th  us t h i s  af ternoon and answering our  ques t ions  t o  t h e  b e s t  
of your r e c o l l e c t i o n .  We a r e  e a r n e s t l y  t r y i n g  t o  assemble a l l  
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the information w e  can t o  know what i l lformation w a s  a v a i l a b l e  
t o  var ious people during t h i s  time and t o  t r y  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  
what took p lace  a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  and Co Luy and what happened i n  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I f ,  as a r e s u l t  of our d i scuss ion ,  other 
t h ings  come t o  mind, which you t h i n k  would be h e l p f u l  t o  us 
i n  making a b e t t e r  r e p o r t ,  we'd very much a p p r e c i a t e  i t  i f  
you would g e t  i n  touch with us ,  and we can arrange i t  s o  t h a t  
w e  can s i t  down and t a l k  f o r  a l i t t l e  longer .  O r ,  i f  you 
know of any documents, any maps, ox any k ind  of  m a t e r i a l  
t h a t  might be h e l p f u l  - t o  us ,  we'd apprec ia te  those  as well. 

A. I would l i k e  t o  ask you, s i r ,  what is  the s i t u a t i o n  
with Lieutenant  CALLEY? Has he been s e n t  be fo re  a court-mart ia l?  
Where i s  he and what is  h i s  s i t u a t i o n  a t  t h i s  time? 

Q H e  has  n o t ,  a s  y e t ,  been s e n t  be fo re  a courk-martial.  
This matter is being i n v e s t i g a t e d  . 
A .  Does he have a family? Is he marr ied? 

Q. No. 

A. I a m  a l s o  a s o l d i e r  and I would l i k e  t o  ask you t o  
send my regards t o  Lieutenant  CALLEY and if he has  a family,  
t o  h i s  family,  too .  He like many o t h e r  Anericans gave up a 
l o t  of t h e i r  own blood f o r  o u r  country.  

Q .  W e ' l l  do t h a t .  I w i l l  s a y ,  Captain TAN, t h a t  o u r  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  We a r e  n o t  charged w i t h  
handi ing  any of t h e  c r imina l  a c t i o n s  a t  a l l .  

A. Thank you very much, sir .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1800 hours ,  3 January 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: VIEN, T a  Linh and TE, Nguyen Tuc 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 3 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Quang Ngai C i t y ,  Republ ic  of Vietnam 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: S 1  ~ e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
In format ion  and Documents. 

1. INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM VIETNAM CONCERNING ASSAULT, 

The w i t n e s s e s  r e c e i v e d  in fo rma t ion  from t h e i r  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a t  Son My t h a t  a l l i e d  f o r c e s  a t t a c k e d  
My La i  (1). TE t o l d  t h e s e  persons  t o  i n v e s t i s a t e ,  b u t  t hey  
w e r e  unable  t o  do s o  due t o  t h e  VC c o n t r o l  of t h e  a r e a  
(pg. 2 ) .  Some in fo rma t ion  w a s  o b t a i n e d  from wounded persons  

who had l e f t  My Lai  (pg. 2 ) .  These people  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  
many communists and c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  (pg.  2 ) .  The 
communists had k e p t  t h e  people  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  p reven t  
an  a l l i e d  a t t a c k  (pg. 2 ) .  The c i v i l i a n s  d i d  n o t  show t h e  
Americans where t h e  communists were h i d i n g ,  s o  t h e  
communists were a b l e  t o  s l i p  away and s h o o t  a t  t h e  s o l d i e r s  
(pg. 2) . The Americans des t royed  t h e  bunkers  and k i l l e d  
many communists (pg. 2 ) .  Some c i v i l i a n s  were a l s o  
k i l l e d  (pg. 2 ) .  

2.  REPORTS OF INVESTIGATION. 

A l l  r e p o r t s  were made v e r b a l l y  and t h e r e  was no mention 
of  t h e  number of  people  k i l l e d  (pgs.  3 ,  7 ) .  TE d i s c u s s e d  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  h i s  a d v i s o r ,  M r .  NEAL, and ,  because no 
s p e c i f i c  d a t a  could  be  o b t a i n e d ,  no th ing  w a s  p u t  i n  w r i t i n g  
and no r e p o r t  was made (pg. 3 ) .  They r e c a l l e d  h e a r i n g  t h a t  
1200 t o  1500 c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d ,  b u t  t h e s e  numbers 
w e r e  v e r y  blown up (pg. 3 )  . 
3 .  RECEIPT OF VC PROPAGANDA LEAFLETS. 

Copies o f  a VC propaganda l e a f l e t  c l a iming  t h a t  
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thousands clE c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  by Americans w e r e  
r ece ived  by t h e  w i t n e s s e s  t h r e e  t o  f o u r  months a f t e r  t h e  
My ~ a io p e r a t i o n  (pgs.  3 ,  4 ) .  The w i t n e s s e s  d i d  n o t  send 
t h e  l e a f l e t s  t o  D i v i s i o n ,  b u t  gave t h e m  a l l  t o  M r .  NEAL 
and t h e  p rov ince  c h i e f  (pg. 5 ) .  They assumed M r .  NEAL 
forwarded a copy t o  D iv i s ion  b u t  d i d  n o t  know what was done 
wi th  any of t h e  c o p i e s  (pg. 5 ) .  They had a n o t e  i n  t h e i r  
l o g  g i v i n g  t h e  d a t e  t h e  l e a f l e t s  w e r e  g iven  t o  M r .  NEAL 
(pg. 5)  

4. INFORMATION AEOUT CO LUY. 

S ince  everyone c a l l e d  t h i s  operation"My L a i " ,  t h e  
w i t n e s s e s  w e r e  unsure  of t h e  p r e c i s e  a r e a s  t o  which t h e  
r e p o r t s  r e f e r r e d  (pg. 6 ) .  The re fo re ,  if anyth ing  had 
occur red  i n  Co Luy it probably would have been r e f e r r e d  
t o  as My ~ a i(pg. 6 )  . 
5. THEIR FEELINGS ABOUT THE INCIDENT. 

S ince  t h e  peop le  i n  t h i s  a r e a  suppor ted  t h e  VC and 
were t hus  a g a i n s t  t h e  Government, t hey  took  t h e i r  chances  
a long w i t h  t h e  VC (pg.  6 ) .  There were no compla in t s  made 
t o  t h e  census g r i evance  c o ~ r n i t t e ebecause most of t h e  people  
of  t h e  a r a a c c e p t e d  it as a r lecess i ty  and a d e f e a t  f o r  t h e  
VC (pg. 7 )  . M r .  V I E N  c o i ~ f dnot. unders tand  why t h e  Americans 
were s o  concerned about  t h i s  s i n c e  it w a s  a good o p e r a t i o n  
t h a t  so lved  a 'lot o f  problems (pg. 8 )  . A l l  of  t h e  women 
and c h i l d r e n  k i l l e d  were VC (pg.  9). 
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Unsworn s t a t emen t  o f  MR Ta Linh V I E N ,  A s s i s t a n t  
Census Grievance Chief ,  and MR Nguyen Duc TE, Census Griev-
ance Chief of Quang Ngai Province  was t aken  i n  Quang Ngai 
C i t y ,  Republic of Vietnam, on 3 January 1970. The q u e s t i o n s  
were posed t o  MR V I E N  and MR TE by LTG PEERS and MR MACCRATE. 
Also p r e s e n t  w a s  LTC B i l l y  M.  STANBERRY, who a c t e d  a s  i n t e r -
p r e t e r ,  C e r t a i n  of t h e  q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  t r a n s l a t e d  by LTC 
STANBERRY i n t o  Vietnamese and c e r t a i n  of t h e  answers by MR 
VIEN and MR TE were t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  Engl i sh  by LTC STANBERRY. 

10: May we have your  f u l l  name? P l e a s e  w r i t e  down 
t h e  b a s i c  d a t a ,  your  name, and du ty .  

MR VIEN: M r .  Ta Linh V I E N ,  A s s i s t a n t  Census Grievance Chief .  

Q . And how long  have you been t h e  A s s i s t a n t  Census 
Grievance Chief?  

MR VIEN:  Since A~ri?.1969. .  

Q What w a s  your  job on 16 March 1958? 

MR V I E N :  I w a s  t h e  S1. Tke S 1  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  informa-
t i o n  and documents. 

Q Very good. 

MR VIEN: In format ion  and documents. 

Q : When you w e r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i n fo rma t ion  and docu-
ments,  d i d  you hea r  anyth ing  o r  have any r e p o r t s  t h a t  came t o  
you concerning any a c t i v i t y  t h a t  took p l a c e  i n  Tu Cung on t h e  
1 6 t h  of March o r  t h e  17 th .  of  March, 1968. 

MR V I E N :  Y e s ,  w e  r ece ived  in fo rma t ion  from o u r  r ep re sen ta -
t ives  a t  Son My t h a t  t h e  a l l i e d  f o r c e s  a t t a c k e d  i n  Son M y .  
S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i n  My Lai .  

Q My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

MR V I E N :  I f  I had a map I could  show you. 

(LTC STANBERRY shows E x h i b i t  MAP-4 t o  wi tnes s .  ) 

MR VIEN:  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  where t h e  a r e a  was. I j u s t  
know it w a s  My L a i  Hamlet. 

(MR TE e n t e r s  the h e a r i n g  room.) 
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I0: (To LTC STANBERRY) Explain  t o  MR TE t h e  purpose 
of ou r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  so t h a t  he w i l l  be aware of t h a t .  , 

(LTC STANBERRY exp la ined  t h e  purpose of  t h e  in -
v e s t i g a t i o n . )  

10: Please  s t a t e  your f u l l  name and du ty  ass ignment .  

MR TE: Nguyen Duc TE. I am t h e  Census Grievance Ch ie f ,  
Quang Ngai Province.  I have been t h e  Chief s i n c e  1965. 

Q - Did you h e a r  anyth ing  concerning any unsua l  ac t i -
v i t i e s  on t h e  16 th  of  March? 

MR TE: Y e s .  W e  h e a r d  t h a t  i n fo rma t ion  because we had a 
number of  cad re  t h a t  were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h a t  area. 

Q What i n fo rma t ion  d i d  you hea r?  

MR TE: They r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was an a l l i e d  o p e r a t i o n  
a t  Son My. I gave i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  them t o  i n v e s t i g a t e ,  t o  
look i n t o  it t o  see what happened. But they  r e p o r t e d  t o  m e  
t h a t  t hey  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  because of VC. There-
f o r e ,  they c o u l d n ' t  f o l l ow through on it very c l o s e l y .  But 
they  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  they had some in fo rma t ion  from people  who 
w e r e  wounded and t h o s e  who came o u t  of  t h e  a r e a .  There were 
some of them i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  and they m e t  t h o s e  people  t h e r e .  
They r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  American Army e n t e r e d  t h a t  a r e a  and 
many, many Communists were k i i i e d .  There were a l s o  people  
k i l l e d ,  c i v i ~ l i a n s, because Son My is a v i l l a g e  t h a t  belonged 
t o  t h e  Communist, a f i g h t i n g  f o r t i f i e d  v i l l a g e  t h a t  belonged 
t o  t h e  Communist. The Communists k e p t  t h e  people  i n  t h e  v i l -
l a g e  s o  t h a t  i f  they were a t t a c k e d ,  t h e  people  would be 
k i l l e d  a l s o .  So when t h e  o p e r a t i o n  s t a r t e d  gunships  and ar-
t i l l e r y - f i r e d  i n t o  t h e  a r e a .  When they  came i n t o  t h e  a r e a ,  
t h e  people  would n o t  show them where t h e  Communists were 

- h i d i n g ,  where t h e  bunkers  were. Therefore ,  t h e  Communists i n  
t he  bunkers were a b l e  t o  s l i p  o u t  and shoot  a t  t h e  so ld i e r s . :  
So t h e  s o l d i e r s  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  bunkers and k i l l e d  ve ry ,  v e r y ,  
many of t h e  Communists. There were some c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  a l -
so. 

Q What I ' m  a sk ing  about  i s  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  was sup-
pose t o  have come up t h a t  had t h e  f i g u r e  of e i t h e r  1,200 o r  
1,500 i n i t .  
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MR TE: We d i d n ' t  t u r n  i n  any o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t .  We d i d n ' t  
t u r n  i n  anyth ing  i n  w r i t i n g .  A l l  t h e  r e p o r t s  were made ver-
bally and t h e r e  was no mention of t h e  number of persons k i l l e d .  

Q. Maybe you would know because you werd working i n  
t h a t  a r e a  and perhaps you might have j u s t  given it t o  M r .  
RAMSDELL who was working wi th  t h e  census gr ievance  a t  t h e  t ime.  

MR TE: I d i d  d i s c u s s  t h i s  wi th  M r .  NEILL, my adv i so r .  How-
eve r ,  because of the f a c t  we could g e t  no s p e c i f i c  d a t a ,  
nothing more than  rumors and goss ip ,  w e  d i d n ' t  p u t  it i n  
. w r i t i n g  and we d i d n ' t  r e p o r t  t o  anyone. 

Q. The paper  was supposed t o  have come from one of 
t h e  census gr ievance  teams and t h i s  is  what ended up wi th  
Colonel G U I N N .  H e  was the  deputy.  

MR V I E N :  W e  d i d n ' t  do it, w e  d i d  t h i s :  w e  had cadre  o u t  
t h e r e ,  and t h e r e  w e r e  a l o t  of VC a t  My L a i ,  s o  we recommend-
ed t h a t  they conduct t he  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e r e  because w e  knew 
what was i n  there. 

MR TE: Both of us confirm t h i s .  We abso lu te ly  d i d  no t  
r e c e i v e  a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  from any cadremen nor d id  we make any 
w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  t o  anyone about t h a t  s i t u a t i o n  or t h a t  a t t a c k  
i n  My Lai.  W e  g o t  many r e p o r t s  from subord ina te  cadremen 
h e r e  t o  us .  W e  d i d  d i scuss  it with our  a d v i s o r ,  Mr. 
t h a t ' s  a l l .  

LTC STANBERRY: But they should have access  t o  PSYOPS and VC 
propaganda. 

10: Do you remember a f i g u r e  which was very much exa;- 
ge ra t ed ,  maybe it came from t h e  VC, t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  maybe 
1,200 o r  1,500 c i v i l i a n s  w e r e  k i l l e d  by Americans? This may 
have come i n  from VC propaganda through t h e  cad re  and s o  on.  

MR VIEN:  Y e s ,  I remember t h a t .  
4 

LTC STANBERRY: They both r e c a l l  t h i s .  

MR VIEN: I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n  about the  numbers, b u t  I seem t o  
r e c a l l  they w e r e  very ,  very blownup. We d i d  g e t  t hose .  W e  
p icked some of those  up and we s e n t  them t o  d i v i s i o n .  A l l  w e  
would poss ib ly  have l e f t  i n  ou r  f i l e s  would be the  memo where 
w e  s e n t  t h e m  t o  d i v i s i o n ,  n o t  t h e  l e a f l e t s .  
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10:  I wonder i f  you would mind checking your  f i l e s  t o  
see i f  you might have a r eco rd  o f  it s o  w e  might,  one way o r  
ano the r ,  g e t  a ccpy. 

MR VIEN: I t h i n k  I have one of t hose .  

Q That would be ve ry  h e l p f u l .  I wonder i f  you could  
j u s t  see i f  you can r e c o l l e c t  approximately  t h e  f i g u r e .  Do 
you remember t h e  f i g u r e s  1 ,200 ,  1 ,500 ,  o r  2,000? 

MR VIEN:  The one w e  s e n t  forward s a i d  thousands of people .  
I t  d i d  n o t  say anyth ing  else t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

Q .  Was it a l e a f l e t  about  t h i s  s i z e  (ho ld ing  up a 3-
by-5 c a r d ) ?  

MR VIEN: About t h a t  s i z e .  

Q About 3-by-5. And do you remember, M r .  V I E N ,  hav-
ing  a l s o  given this l e a f l e t  of  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t o  e i t h e r  M r .  
NEILL, M r .  MAY, o r  t o  Colonel  GUINN? 

MR TE: To M r .  NEILL. We gave him t h e  l e a f l e t .  H e  t r a n s -
l a t e d  it himse l f  i f  it w a s  t r a n s l a t e d .  We d i d n ' t  . t r a n s l a t e  
it f o r  him. I s e n t  it over  for  him t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  it. I 
d i d n ' t  go i n t o  d e t a i l  wi th  it, nor  d i d  I t r a n s l a t e  it f o r  
him. 

Q. Can you remember, M r .  TE,  about  how soon a f t e r  t he  
16 th  of March you r e c e i v e d  this p a r t i c u l a r  b i t  of VC propagan-
da? 

LMR TE: Two o r  t h r e e  months a f t e r ,  o r  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  months 
a f t e r .  

Q .  Two o r  t h r e e  months would have been May o r  June 
then?  

MR TE: About t h a t .  I t  w a s n ' t  a s  e a r l y  a s  A p r i l  b u t  w e  
d i d  have it i n  June.  

LTC STANBERRY: I f  we could  f i n d  h i s  memo when he s e n t  it t o  
d i v i s i o n ,  we could conf i rm .'itb u t  he remembers it was nea r  
A p r i l .  
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MR TE: One of my cadremen brought  i n  f i v e  Hoi Chanhs, wh i l e  
I w a s  w a i t i n g  on you t h i s  morning, from t h i s  hamle t ,  from My 
Lai . 
10: Do you know from which subhamlet  they came? 

LTC STANBERRY: I would say t h a t  it i s  n o t  normal f o r  them t o  
know t h e  subhamlets  from up h e r e .  

MR VIEN:  A few months a f t e r  t h i s  they  had a propaganda cam-
paign and t h i s  came o u t  i n  t h e  propaganda campaign. It d i d n ' t  
come o u t  r i g h t  a f t e r  t he  i n c i d e n t  b u t  a .few months l a t e r .  
But t h e r e  w e r e ,  du r ing  t h i s  campaign, about  t h r e e  t o  f i v e  
l e a f l e t s  concerning My Lai  passed  o u t .  

10: By t h e  V i e t  cong? 

MR V I E N :  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. W e  would l i k e  t o  g e t  as many of t h o s e  a s  we could.  

MR TE: W e  d i d  n o t  send a copy t o  d i v i s i o n ,  W e  gave it t o  
M r .  NEILL and assumed t h a t  he s e n t  it t o  d i v i s i o n .  A l l  of t h e s e  
l e a f l e t s  w e  gave t o  two people ,  t h e  Province Ch ie f ,  and Mr. 
NEILL, t h e  a d v i s o r .  We d i d  g i v e  each of  them a l l  of t h e  cop ie s  
of  t h e s e  t h a t  we p icked  up, b u t  w e  d i d n ' t  know what e i t h e r  t h e  
,Province Chief o r  M r .  NEILL d i d  wi th  t h e  c o p i e s .  

Q Is there a n o t e  i n  your 107 t h a t  you gave M r .  NEILL 
a copy? 

MR TE : W e  do have t h a t .  T h a t ' s  t h e  one we s e n t  t o  him, 
no t  t o  d i v i s i o n .  That  we can p u l l  o u t  of  ou r  f i l e s .  

Q And w i l l  t h e  f i l e  a l s o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  d a t e  t h a t  i t  
w a s  g iven t o  M r .  NEILL? 

MR TE: Absolu te ly .  

Q. 
they
been 

The in fo rma t ion  we have from o t h e r  people  i s  t h a t  
r ece ived  it somewhat e a r l i e r  t han  May, s o  could it have 
i n  A p r i l ?  

MR VIEN:  I t h i n k  I can f i n d  t h a t  i n  between 30 minutes t o  
an hour.  I b e l i e v e  I could d i g  t h a t  o u t .  
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Q May I ask a l s o  i f  i n  h e a r i n g  &ou t  My L a i ,  d i d  you 
see any VC propaganda concern ing  Co Luy? 

MR TE: You have t o  unders tand  t h a t  a c t u a l l y ,  t h i s  i s  Tu 
Cung Hamlet b u t  every  body was c a l l i n g  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  My Lai .  
Therefore ,  every  r e f e r e n c e  t h a t  was made t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
was c a l l e d  My La i ,  and w e  w e r e n ' t  s u r e  of t h e  p r e c i s e  a r e a s  
of t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  we r ece ived .  Therefore ,  n e i t h e r  of us 
r e c a l l  any th ing  about Co Luy. I f  t h e r e  had been something 
t h a t  happened t h e r e ,  it would have been r e f e r r e d  t o  probably 
as My L a i  r a t h e r  t h a n  Tu Cung o r  Co Luy. 

Q Do you remember anyth ing  e l s e ,  M r .  TE, about  t h i s  
t i m e  t h a t  might have a b e a r i n g  upon t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

MR TE: I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  have t h e  b e n e f i t  of  my 
f e e l i n g s  concern ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  My L a i .  I recommended 
p r i o r  t o  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  they conduct  an 
o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  I would l i k e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h i s  
i s  a f i g h t i n g  VC hamlet  which a t  t h a t  t i m e  d i d  r e s i s t  t h e  
Government. The people  who were i n  t h a t  a r e a  were e i t h e r  
a c t i v e l y  s u p p o r t i n g  o r  working wi th  t h e  VC. 1f they do t h i s ,  
t h i s  p u t s  them a g a i n s t  t h e  Government. Being a g a i n s t  t h e  
Government, when w e  went i n  t h e r e  t h e  VC d i d  use t h e  people .  
They p u t  them i n  f r o n t  of t h e i r  s o l d i e r s  t o  concea l  them s o  
they could escape.  There were people  k i l l e d ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  t o  
be expected.  That  is  t h e  way it should be. I f  they j o i n  t h e  
VC t hen  they  f i g h t  and d i e  wi th  t h e  VC. I wanted t o  express  
t h a t  thought .  

LTC STANBERRY: M r .  TE s tates t h a t  t h i s  i s  j u s t  a b r i e f  des-
c r i p t i o n .  H e  ha s  something t h a t  says  about t h e  same t h i n g  
t h a t  he ju s t  s a i d  b u t  it is  a l e t t e r  from an educa ted  person  
he re  i n  Quang Ngai w r i t t e n  t o  Sena tor  DON. H e  would l i k e  t o  
g i v e , u s  a copy. W e  cou ld  t r a n s l a t e  it l a t e r  and see  e x a c t l y  
how he f e e l s  about  it. 

10: What does  it g e n e r a l l y  say? 

LTC STANBERRY: Ill1 have t o  r ead  it t o  s e e ,  s i r ,  because it 
' i s  a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  from what-- i t  w i l l  t a k e  a l i t t l e  whi le .  

10: A l l  r i g h t .  

LTC STANBERRY: This  is  from someone t h a t  a s s i s t e d  Sena tor  DON 
whi le  he w a s  he re .  I d o n ' t  know i f  i t ' s  a fol lowup r e p o r t  o r  
j u s t  h i s  obse rva t ions  a f t e r  t h e  Sena tor  l e f t ,  b u t  it i s  h i s  
thoughts  and o b s e r v a t i o n s .  
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10: May we have them t o  reproduce and g e t  'copies of 
t h a t  too? 

LTC STANBERRY : He gave them t o  us ,  s ir .  A l l  of these  a r e  
l e t t e r s  t h a t  people have w r i t t e n  the  Senator about t h i s  i n c i -
dent .  I think they might be worthwhile. 

10: Good. M r .  TE, were any complaints o r  grievances 
brought t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of your cadremen a s  a r e s u l t  of 
t h i s  opera t ion?  

MR TE: Normally when people a r e  d i scon ten ted  o r  d i s s a t -
i s f i e d  about something, the  census gr ievance people pick 
t h i s  up and make repor t s  on it, n o t  from my o f f i c e  necessar-
i l y ,  bu t  from my cadre t o  me. But most of t h e  people i n  
t h i s  a r e a  accepted t h i s  opera t ion  t h e r e  a s  a n e c e s s i t y  be-
cause,  a s  I have mentioned many t imes ,  t h i s  i s  a f i g h t i n g  
hamlet of t h e  VC. They l i v e  t h e r e  and from t h a t  l o c a t i o n  
they launch a t t a c k s  a g a i n s t  o t h e r  hamlets.  T h i s  was t h e i r  
bzse of o p e r ~ l t i o n .  Therefore,  most of the  people through-
ou t  t h a t  a r e a  accepted t h i s  a s  a d e f e a t  f o r  t h e  VC r a t h e r  
than something e l s e .  It was a m a t t e r  of t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  los -
ing i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  b a t t l e .  So t h e r e  weren ' t  gr ievances.  
There weren ' t  complaints made t o  h i s  cadre a s  a r e s u l t  of 
t h i s .  

Q A s  a r e s u l t  of your c a d r e ' s  v i s i t i n g  people i n  
the  h o s p i t a l  and see ing  o t h e r  people,  were they a l e  t o  
p ick  up any b i t s  of information concerning the  numbers of 
people t h a t  may have been h u r t  t h e r e  and t h e  number of VC 
k i l l e d ?  

&lR TE: The only words we go t  were t h a t  t h e r e  were many 
of them who d ied .  Many VC were k i l l e d .  But t h e r e  was never 
any number mentioned except  on t h e  VC propaganda l e a f l e t s .  

I0 : (To LTC STANBERRY) I f  he looks th~rought h e  f i l e s  
and f i n d s  t h i s ,  when w i l l  we be a b l e  t o  p ick  up t h i s  c e r t i -
f i c a t e  o r  e n t r y  i n  the  journal?  

LTC STANBERRY: We can g e t  it i n t o  M r .  C U S H I N G S '  hands. A s  
soon a s  he can f i n d  it ,  he w i l l  g ive it t o  M r .  CUSHING.  A s  
soon a s  M r .  C U S H I N G  g e t s  it, we w i l l  p i ck  it up, d u p l i c a t e  
it, and send it back t o  his f i l e s .  
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10: I n  t h e  e v e n t  you d o n ' t  f i n d  i t ,  w e  would s t i l l  
l i k e  you t o  pas s  a n o t e  t o  M r .  CUSHING s a y i n g  t h a t  you ' 

c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  it. 

May I ask what p a r t  of Vietnam i s  your  home? 

blR VIEN:  Quang Ngai. 

Q. The r ea son  I asked i s  the  f e a t u r e s  of  t h e  former 
Province Chief of P l e i k u ,  Colonel  NAYLO1s are a g r e a t  d e a l  
l i k e  y o u r ' s .  

MR V I E N :  I d o n ' t  unders tand  why t h e  Americans a r e  s o  con-
cerned about  t h i s .  I t  was a good o p e r a t i o n  and s o l v e d  a l o t  
of problems. 

Q You must unders tand  t h a t  American s o l d i e r s ,  by 
t h e  honor and t r a d i t i o n  of  t h e  American Army, never  k i l l  
women, c h i l d r e n ,  o r  o l d  men. 

MR TE: I would l i k e  t o  say t h a t  t h e  Communists a r e  ve ry  
w e l l  aware of t h i s .  This is  why they  always use t h e  womerl 
and c h i l d r e n  o u t  i n  f r o n t  of them. They always keep them i n  
f r o n t  of them. They a r e  w e l l  aware of your  r e l u c t a n c e  t o  do 
anyth ing  i f  t h e r e  a r e  women and c h i l d r e n  between you and them. 
T h a t ' s  t h e  b e s t  p r o t e c t i o n  they can g e t .  You must remember 
t h a t  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e s e  k ind  of  v i l l a g e s  p i c k  up c i g a r e t t e  
b11t. t~from t h e  G I ' s  and run  t o  t h e  VC h i d i n g  i n  t h e  bunkers 
and t u n n e l s  and t a k e  c a r e  of them. 

Q.  W e l l ,  as you know, t h e r e  a r e  some elements  i n  t h e  
United S t a t e s  t h a t  look upon t h i s  w a s  a s  a d i r t y  war. And 
when p i c t u r e s  come o u t  showing women, c h i l d r e n ,  sma l l  b a b i e s ,  
o l d  men, and p reqnan t  women be ing  k i l l e d ,  they  f i n d  t h i s  
very bad. These a r e  t h e  a s p e c t s  w e  a r e  a c t u a l l y  looking  i n t o .  

J!lR TE: These t h r e e  l e t t e r s  speak ve ry  c l e a r l y  of t h e  
t h i n g s  t h a t  I am t a l k i n g  about .  

MR V I E N :  I s e e  t h i s  w a r  as v e r y ,  very u s e l e s s .  But we  
c a n ' t  r e f u s e  .to f i g h t  it. We're n o t  t h e  i n s t i g a t o r s  of t h e  
war. 

10: W e  unders tand .  
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MR. VIEN: W e  know what w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about .  W e  bo th  were 
V i e t  Minh b e f o r e  1954. For many months p r i o r  and j u s t  a 
few days b e f o r e  as w e l l ,  everybody had been t r y i n g  to, g e t  
t h e  people  t o  come o u t  of t h e  a r e a  because it was a VC a r e a .  
Don ' t  l e t  anyone t e l l ' y o u  d i f f e r e n t l y .  A l l  of t h o s e  people 
t h a t  w e r e  k i l l e d - - t h e  f a m i l i e s ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  and wives-- 
w e r e  VC. 

I0: Thank you bo th  very  much. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1510 hour s ,  3 January 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: TOAN, Guyen Van BG, ARVN 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 30 December 1969 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: 2d ARVN Div i s ion  Headquar te rs ,  Quang . . 
Ngai, Republ ic  o f  Vietnam. 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Commander o f  t h e  2d 
ARVN Div i s ion .  

1. DUTIES OF WITNESS. 

General  TOAN was t h e  commander o f  t h e  2d ARVN 
Zivision which had an area of respof i s ib i l i iy  yoveri-iiiiy - - . 

two p r o v i n c e s ,  Quang Tinh and Quang Ngai. General  TOAN had 
commanded t h e  d i v i s i o n  s i n c e  January o f  1967. The 11 th  
Brigade on 16 March 1968 had t h e  same t a c t i c a l  a r e a  o f  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  (pg.  2 )  . 
2. DISCUSSION OF THE MY LA1 ( 4 )  AREA. 

I n  e a r l y  1968 t h e  VC s t r o n g l y  h e l d  t h e  area, a t t a c k i n g  
Quang Ngai and t h e  Song Tinh D i s t r i c t .  During t h e  -T e t  
a t t a c k  t h e y  s e i z e d  t h e  h i l l  n o r t h  o f  t h e  Khe b r i d g e .  An 
e s t i m a t e d  200 enemy were k i l l e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  and t h e  bod ie s  
were c a r r i e d  f o r  b u r i a l  t o  t h e  Son My V i l l a g e .  The a r e a  
had been communist f o r  a long  t i m e .  I n  1967, t h e  ARVN's  
went i n  w e s t  o f  Son My, b u t  t hey  could  n o t  move i n t o  t h e  
area e a s t  o f  H i l l  85 a t  t h a t  t ime.  There were two s e p a r a t e  
local  f o r c e  companies i n  t h e  a r e a ,  composed o f  very  good 
s o l d i e r s .  The 48th Local  Force B a t t a l i o n  was a l s o  p r e s e n t .  
Every t i m e  t h e  ARVN's  went i n  t hey  h i t  boobytraps  and mines 
(pgs .  1 2 ,  13)  . 

1 SUM APP T-83 
CONFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL 


3 .  THE WITNESS' KNOWLEDGE OF THE OPERATION. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  remember Colonel  HENDERSON t e l l i n g  
him about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  on 16 March, b u t  thouqht  HENDERSON 
might  have (pg. 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  l e a r n  about  it u n t i l  a week 
l a t e r ,  because a t  t h a t  t ime t h e  Americal D iv i s ion  and t h e  
2d ARVN ~ i v i s i o nd i d  n o t  s h a r e  a common o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a .  
They worked s e p a r a t e l y  and t h e  Americal ~ i v i s i o n  was f r e e  
t o  work i n  t h a t  a r e a  (pg.  3 ) .  He f e l t  t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
a t  t h e  t i m e  w a s  n o t  t o o  c l o s e ,  s o  t hey  ope ra t ed  s e p a r a t e l y .  
Now, t hey  had c l o s e  coope ra t ion .  H e  gave t h e  example 
of  one ARVN regiment  and one U.S. b r igade  working t o g e t h e r  
i n  a common A 0  (pgs .  13 ,  1 4 ) .  

4 .  WITNESS' KNOWLEDGE OF A MASSACRB ON 16 MARCH 1968. 

a. O n  12 ~ p r i l ,  General  TOAN l ea rned  o f  a propaganda 
l e a f l e t  which t h e  VC were d i s t r i b u t i n g  (pg. 4 )  . The t i t l e  
w a s  "American Uni t  a t  Son Tinh on t h e  16 th  o f  March 1968 
Shot  and K i l l e d  Over 4 0 0  C i v i l i a n s "  ( t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h e  
l e a f l e t  i s  Exhibfk M - 3 3 )  . 

b .  General  TOAN d i r e c t e d  t h e  Province  Chief t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  ( E x h i b i t  M-32) b u t  t h e  Province Chief cou ld  n o t  
reach t h e  v i l l a g e  because it w a s  a VC area (pg.  5 ) .  A t  t h a t  
t ime no one knew e x a c t l y  what happened, f o r  even t h e  V i l l a g e  
Chief l i v e d  i n  e x i l e .  General  TOAN hea rd  t h a t  t h e  Americal 
t roops  had k i l l e d  ove r  1 0 0  VC and some c i v i l i a n s  from one o f  
h i s  s t a f f  members o r  p o s s i b l y  from an a d v i s o r  (pg.  7 ) .  Th is  
k ind  o f  propaganda was common s o  they  d i d  n o t  pay much 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  it. He d i d  o r d e r  h i s  s t a f f  t o  check it o u t ,  
however (pg.  8) . 

c. Colonel  K H I E N  went t o  t h e  market  t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  
used and people  from t h e  hamlet  r e p o r t e d  t o  him t h a t  t hey  d i d  
n o t  see people  s h o t  because they  had hidden i n  bunkers o r  
had been guided by t h e  VC t o  ano the r  v i l l a g e  hamle t .  They 
t o l d  K H I E N  t h a t  t h e  n e x t  day t h e  communists o rde red  them t o  
bury t h e  bod ie s  which c o n s i s t e d  of  about  20 women and c h i l d r e n  
and o l d  men and about  50 communists VC (pg.  8). A report 

. 	 from K H I E N  w a s  d a t e d  30 November 1969 (pg.  1 0 )  , b u t  General  
TOAN s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  same r e p o r t  w a s  made by K H I E N  f i v e  
months a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  occur red  (pg.  9 ) .  The November 
r e p o r t  was p repa red  f o r  P r e s i d e n t  THIEU (pg.  1 0 )  . 
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d.  k r e p o r t  d a t e d  12 December 1969 was made' f o r  t h e  
Prime M i n i s t e r  and f o r  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  (pg .10) .  

e .  General  TOAN d i d  n o t  remember t h e  c a p t u r e  o f  a h igh  
p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r  by t h e  American f o r c e s  i n  Quang Ngai 
Province ,  no r  d i d  he remember a VC c i v i l i a n  who tu rned  
h imse l f  i n  because he  was s i c k  (pg. 1 3 ) .  H e  had n o t  heard  
o f  t h e  v i l l a g e s  o f  Co Lay or  Co Luy s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  b u t  on ly  
hea rd  g e n e r a l l y  about  t h e  a r e a  (pg.  1 4 ) .  

5.  THE AMERICAL DIVISION INVESTIGATION. 

General  TOAN d i d  n o t  remember h e a r i n g  anyth ing  from 
t h e  pe r sonne l  o f  t h e  U.S. Army about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg. l o ) ,  
b u t  he  d i d  t e l l  General  KOSTER t h a t  he was i n v e s t i g a t i n g  it 
(pg.  11). H e  l a t e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  remember i f  it 

w a s  KOSTER, b u t  t h a t  he  remembered KOSTER commanded a t  t h e  
t i m e  and h e  had t a l k e d  t o  some commander (pg. 11). 
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EXHIBITS . 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

D i r e c t i v e  t o  Province i W i t  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  1 
Chief t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  Province Chief w a s  n 

unable t o  e n t e r  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  5 

Transcript t o r  VC broad- witturned over 
c a s t .  cop ies  from h i s  

( f i l e s .  I 
4 

Entered  i n t o  
VC Propaganda l e a f l e t  ev idence .  W i t  had 

n o t  s een .  
.-. 7 

Memor f o r  DC, 2d ARVN Ente red  i n t o  
D iv i s ion ,  1 2  A p r i l  1968 ev idence .  7 
I n c l o s u r e  t o  T r a n s l a t i o n  - o t  
HENDERSON ' s r e p o r t .  M-33 6 
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SUMMARY OF RECALL TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: TOAN, Nguyen Van BG 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 25 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Quang Ngai c i t y ,  ~ e p u b l i c  o f  ~ i e t n a m .  

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Commanding O f f i c e r ,  
2d ARVN Divis i .on,  Republic o f  Vietnam. 

1. TOAN's ORDERING OF THE INVESTIGATION. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he r e c e i v e d  a r e p o r t  from h i s  
G 2  on 12 A p r i l  1968 i n  t h e  form o f  a VC l e a f l e t  which 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  United S t a t e s  u n i t  had on 15 March 1968 
k i l l e d  500 people  i n  Son My (pg. 1 6 ) .  He a l s o  r ece ived  a 
r e p o r t  from h i s  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  which mentioned t h e  t roops  
i n  Son My so  he o rde red  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by t h e  Quang Ngai 
c h i e f  (pg. 1 6 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  they  d i d  n o t  pay much 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  the propaganda from t h e  VC and he c i t e d  an 
i n c i d e n t  i n  which t h e  VC p u t  o u t  propaganda i n d i c a t i n g  
t h a t  on an o p e r a t i o n  h i s  u n i t  had drowned 2,000 people  
(pgs.  21, 2 2 ) .  

2.  MEETING WITH GENERAL KOSTER. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  sometime between 1 and 15 
A p r i l  he had a meeting wi th  General  KOSTER which w a s  h e l d  
i n  h i s  o f f i c e  i n  Quang ~ g a i  C i t y  (pg. 17) . He d i d  n o t  
remember e x a c t l y  i f  it was General  KOSTER o r  General  YOUNG 
b u t  he s t a t e d  t h a t  he l e t  some commander know about  t h e  
rumor (pg. 17 ) . H e  thought  t h a t  Colonel  HUTTER was probably 
p r e s e n t  (pgs .  1 7 ,  2 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  Major PHO 
w a s  p r e s e n t  because he  s t a t e d  t h a t  u s u a l l y  he  and t h e  
commander would t a l k  among themselves  (pg.  2 0 ) .  ~ u r i n g  t h e  
meeting he  d i d  n o t  d i s c u s s  ~ i e u t e n a n t  TAN'S l e t t e r  b u t  j u s t  
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d i scussed  t h e  rumor (pg.  1 8 ) .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  he  d i d  n o t  g i v e  
him a copy o r  a t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h e  VC propaganda (pg. 1 8 ) .  
He could n o t  remember if he mentioned t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  t h a t  
he had o rde red  t h e  p rov ince  c h i e f  t o  make an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
(pg. 1 8 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  h e  d i d  n o t  ask  t h e  g e n e r a l  f o r  
a s s i s t a n c e  and he  f e l t  t h a t  p o s s i b l y  t h e  rest  o f  t h e i r  
d i s c u s s i o n  concerned some o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 1 8 ) .  This  meeting 
was t h e  o n l y  time he  d i scussed  it wi th  General  KOSTER 
o r  General  YOUNG and t h e  d i v i s i o n  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  (pg. 1 9 ) .  
The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  he  d i scussed  t h e  i n c i d e n t  w i th  
Colonel  HENDERSON (pg. 19)  . 
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Unsworn s ta tement  of BG Nguyen Van TOAN was taken 
a t  2d ARVN Divis ion Headquarters i n  Quang Ngai C i ty  on 30 
December 1969 .  The ques t ions  were posed t o  BG TOAN 
by LTG PEERS and MR MACCRATE. Also p r e s e n t  was LTC B i l l y  
M. STANBERRY, who ac ted  as  i n t e r p r e t e r .  Cer ta in  of t h e  
ques t ions  w e r e  t r ans la t ed .  by LTC STANBERRY i n t o  Vietnamese 
and c e r t a i n  of t h e  answers by BG TOAN were t r a n s l a t e d  
i n t o  English by LTC STANBERRY. 

10: I thought  f i r s t ,  General TOAN, t h a t  
it might be h e l p f u l  i f  I t o l d  you a l i t t l e  about t h e  
inves t iga t ion--

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q That I am conducting. I was given t h i s  job by
Secre ta ry  RESOR and by General WESTMORELAND, and they  asked 
me t o  do s e v e r a l  th ings .  They asked me t o  check i n t o  t h e  
adequacy of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t ,  p r i -
mar i ly  on t h e  Amerj-can s i d e .  They asked m e  t o  check t o  see 
i f  t h e  reviews of the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  were s u f f i c i e n t ,  and 
they  a l s o  asked me t o  check t o  s e e  i f  t h e r e  was any at tempt  
t o  cover up o r  t o  h ide  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  So t h a t ,  b a s i c a l l y ,  i s  
what we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  do. I n  o r d e r  t o  do t h i s ,  I have a 
group of s e v e r a l  s e n i o r  Army o f f i c e r s  working wi th  m e  a s  
a s s i s t a n t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  I have, a s  I i n d i c a t e d  be fo re ,  
M r .  MACCRATE, and he has another  younger lawyer with him, 
from New York Ci ty .  They a re  s e r v i n g  as a s s i a t a n t s  on t h e  one 
hand, bu t  mostly as  l e g a l  counse l ,  t o  h e l p  me o u t  on this 
p a r t i c u l a r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Thus f a r  we  have t a l k e d  ourse lves  t o  somewhere 
i n  t h e  neighborhood of about 4 0  people.  Some of them have 
been very s h o r t ,  b u t  some of them have been very long,  maybe 
as  much as 25 hours of t a l k i n g  and i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  Although 
I have t h e s e  a s s i s t a n t s ,  when w e  f i n a l l y  g e t  down t o  prepar ing  
t h e  r e p o r t  it w i l l  have t o  be submit ted over my name, because 
I have been designated as  t h e  I n v e s t i g a t i n g  O f f i c e r .  Our 
r e p o r t  i s  b a s i c a l l y  c l a s s i f i e d  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  and I w i l l  submit 
i t ,  when I am f i n i s h e d ,  t o  t h e  Chief of S t a f f  and t o  
t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army. The n a t u r e  of t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  
because it has  had s o  much p u b l i c i t y  i n  t h e  news, t e l e v i s i o n ,  
r a d i o  and so on, some of t h e  f i n d i n g s  may be brought t o  t h e  
a t t e n t i o n  of  t h e  American .publ ic .  W e  a r e  asking a l l  of t h e  
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American wi tnesses  t h a t  they n o t  t a l k  t o  anybody e l s e  con-
cern ing  what they t a l k  t o  us about ,  and of course ,  we a r e  
p lac ing  t h e  American wi tnesses  under oa th  and t ak ing  sworn 
testimony from them. We cannot and would n o t  ask you t o  
do t h a t .  But we would ask t h a t ,  i n  t h e  course of our  
t a l k i n g  wi th  you, you t e l l  us a s  much about t h i s  a s  you 
poss ib ly  can. Much of t h i s  we must have f o r  t h e  r ecord ,  
which we a r e  compiling a s  we go through t h i s .  

May I ask what your duty  w a s  on t h e  16th of March 
of 1968? 

A.  I was commander of t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion.  

Q You were commander of the  2d ARVN Divis ion .  
What a rea  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  d i d  t h a t  encompass? 

A, The a r e a  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  included two provinces ,  
Quang Tin and Quang Ngai, 

Q. Within t h e s e  two provinces? 

A.  Yes, sir.  

Q. The 11th  Brigade had a t a c t i c a l  a r e a  of  respon-
s i b i l i t y ?  

A .  Yes, Quang Tin and Quang ~ g a i .  

Q And how long had you been i n  command of t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  
General TOAN? 

A.  I have commanded t h e  d i v i s i o n  s i n c e  January of 1967. 

Q Since January of 1967? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q • With re fe rence  t o  t h e  opera t ion  of Task Force 
Barker i n t o  t h e  Son My a r e a  on t h e  16th  of March, when d id  
t h i s  f i r s t  come t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  

A .  What happened? 
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Q No, t h e  opera t ion  i t s e l f ,  when d i d  you l e a r n  t h a t  
they  w e r e  going i n t o  t h e  a r e a  and t h a t  they  had landed and 
t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  was i n  progress?  

A. About a week l a t e r .  W e  d i d  n o t  s h a r e  common 
o p e r a t i o n a l  a reas  a s  we do now. W e  d i d  n o t  work with them, 
s o  they worked s e p a r a t e l y ,  and they were f r e e  t o  work i n  t h e r e .  

Q They were f r e e  t o  work i n  t h e r e .  I would under-
s t a n d  it from Colonel HENDERSON, who had taken over  t h e  
command of t h e  br igade  on t h e  1 5 t h  of March--

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes, sir. 

Q That he came t o  you about noon on t h e  16th  and 
t a l k e d  t o  you about t h e  opera t ion  and t o l d  you about them 
p u t t i n g  a company i n t o  t h e  a r e a  of My Lai  ( 4 )  o r  Tu Cung 
Hamlet and another  company t o  t h e  south  of Ply L a i  (1). This 
was Col-onel HENDERSON'S r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  coming h e r e  t o  you about 
noontime, on t h e  16 th .  

A. I don' t remember e x a c t l y ,  b u t  maybe sometime they 
stopped by and l e t  me know about t h a t .  But I d o n ' t  remember 
e x a c t l y .  

Q W e l l ,  he had j u s t  taken over command, s o  he was 
paying you a cour tesy  c a l l ,  and a t  t h e  same time he t o l d  
you about t h e  opera t ion .  This is  what he  t o l d  us .  

A. Maybe he  had t o l d  me, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 
e x a c t l y .  

Q T h a t ' s  a long t ime ago. We know t h a t  we ' re  
t a l k i n g  almost 2 y e a r s  ago. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q e A f t e r  t h e  opera t ion  was underway, when d i d  you 
f i r s t  hea r  t h a t  maybe something unusual had taken p lace  i n  
My Lai  ( 4 )  o r  Tu Cung? 

A. O h ,  I t h i n k  sometime--let me s e e .  

(BG TOAN l e f t  f o r  a few minutes 
and re tu rned  with a f i l e .  ) 
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I rece ived  some l e a f l e t  t o  let me know, 1 2 t h  
of Apr i l .  

Q T w e l f t h  of Apr i l .  

LTC STANBERRY: Here 's  t h e  l e a f l e t ,  propaganda l e a f l e t ,  t h a t  
t h e  VC were d i s t r i b u t i n g .  

(LTC STANBERRY reads  t h e  l e a f  l e t  from f i l e .  The 
f i l e  produced by BG TOAN contained a memorandum t o  which t h e  
l e a f l e t  was a t tached.  The memo wi th  attachments was 
subsequently t r a n s l a t e d  and rece ived  i n  evidence a s  Exh ib i t  
M-36. A t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h e  l e a f l e t  by i tself  was subsequent ly 
admitted a s  Exh ib i t  M - 3 3 . )  

A. My ch ie f  of s t a f f  l e t  me know on t h e  12 th  of 
A p r i l ,  1968. 

LTC STANBERRY: The s u b j e c t  of t h i s  says :  "American Unit  
a t  Son Tin,  on t h e  16th  of  March, 1968 ,  s h o t  and k i l l e d  over 
400 c i v i l i a n s . "  This i s  t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  r e p o r t ,  and t h e  
r e p o r t  inc ludes  l e a f l e t s ,  and t h i s ,  I would t h i n k ,  is VC. 

10: This is your G 2  r e p o r t ,  and h e r e  i s  t h e  D i s t r i c t  
Chief I s  r e p o r t .  

( I0 looks a t  f i l e . )  

(Discussion o f f  sec0rd . j  

General TOAN, may w e  have a copy of t h i s ?  

A. Yes, I w i l l  l e t  them d u p l i c a t e  it. 

Q No, we d o n x t  have t o  do i t  now. Now, i s  t h a t  
VC propaganda? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. When I rece ived  t h a t ,  t h e  r e p o r t  from 
the  G 2  on t h e  1 2 t h ,  I marked i t  h e r e  ( p o i n t s  t o  handwri t ten 
no ta t ion  on t h e  paper) t o  s e e  i f  t h e r e  was any b a s i s  f o r  t h e  
VC propaganda. W e  would have an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  made. 

Q What we would l i k e  t o  do, General TOAN, would be 
t o  make a reproduct ion  of t h e  document and r e t u r n  i t  t o  you. 

(LTC STANBERRY speaks t o  t h e  wi tness  i n  Vietnamese.) 

LTC STANBERRY: He111 loan t h e  papers t o  us f o r  a day. 
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I0: W e ' l l  p robably come back h e r e  tomorrow s o  t h a t  I 
can t a l k  t o  Colonel  SACHERS ( s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  of  t h e  2d ARVN 
Div i s ion )  and a r r ange  f x  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  t h e  papers  t o  you. 
I w i l l  have a p l a c e  somewhere h e r e  i n  h i s  compound, s o  w e  
w i i l  b e  h e r e  a l l  t h e  t ime.  

A t  t h a t  time i n  1968,  General  TOAN, d i d  you h e a r  
o f  a r e p o r t  made by t h e  Son My V i l l a g e  Chief?  

A. I hea rd  from t h e  Son My Chief i n  t h e  r e p o r t  from 
t h e  D i s t r i c t  Chief t o  u s ,  b u t  he  d i d  n o t  i n v e s t i g a t e .  He d i d  
n o t  conf i rm anyth ing .  The D i s t r i c t  Chief j u s t  made a copy 
and s e n t  it t o  t h e  Province Chief .  I d i r e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  
Province Chief should  i n v e s t i g a t e  and l e t  us  know. But I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e y  made a good i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  
because it w a s  a VC a r e a ,  and I remerber them t r y i n g  t o  go 
i n  t h e  a r e a  and t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  what happened. But f i n a l -
l y  h e  could  n o t  reach  t h e r e ,  and he w a s  s topped  by t h e  VC. 

Q Well,  t h i s  i s  what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r .  

LTC STANBERRY: H e  says  he heard about a r e p o r t  made i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  T h e i r  r e p o r t s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  i n  w r i t i n g .  Is i t  
m a t e r i a l  when he f irst  hea rd  t h i s ?  

Q What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  do is  c l a r i f y  whether  it is  
VC propaganda, o r  whether it was a r e p o r t  o f  t h e  V i l l a g e  Chief .  

(Discuss ion o f f  r eco rd .  ) 

A .  I t h i n k  a t  t h a t  t i m e  no one knew e x a c t l y  what 
happened. Even t h e  V i l l a g e  Chief l i v e d  i n  e x i l e .  It i s  
j u s t  a l e a f l e t  b rought  i n t o  Son Tinh i n  t h e  s e c u r e  a r e a ,  
and it i s  from h i s  people  t h e r e ,  from t h a t  hamle t .  

LTC STANBERRY: H e  s ays  t h a t  he hea rd  &ou t  it e a r l i e r ,  W e  
h a v e n ' t  e s t a b l i s h e d  when he  f i r s t  heard  about  it. He hea rd  
about  it, and whenever he r e c e i v e d  a copy o f  t h i s  w r i t t e n  
one,  t h e  1 2 t h  of A p r i l ,  p l u s  a copy of  h i s  G2 r e p o r t  and t h e  
VC propaganda l e a f l e t ,  he s a y s  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  which i s  what 
h e  is  emphasiz ing,  a t  t h a t  t ime t h e r e  had n o t  been an inves -
t i g a t i o n  made, and a l l  w e  have g a t  i s  a l o t  of  r e p o r t s ,  
perhaps  VC propaganda. 

A .  H e r e  i s  t h e  o r d e r  s i g n e d  by my c h i e f  o f  s t a f f  
( l a t e r  admi t ted  a s  E x h i b i t  M-32) . 
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LTC STANBERRY: He was execut ing h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  here .  B u t  
what we do n o t  have a r e  t h e  i n i t i a l  r e p o r t s  from t h e  Hamlet 
Chief of t h e  Vi l l age  Chief on those  th ings  which they heard 
o f .  We do n o t  s e e  any w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  dur ing  t h a t  per iod .  

We ' l l  t r y  t o  f i n d  those  a t  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  

LTC STANBERRY: W e  h a v e n ' t  e s t a b l i s h e d  when he f i r s t  heard 
t h e s e  r e p o r t s  made from t h e  Hamlet Chief and t h e  V i l l a g e  
Chief.  

Q. General TOAN, I only have t h e  English t r a n s l a t i o n  
of t h i s  VC propaganda, b u t  when Colonel HENDERSON contacted 
General KOSTER he had obtained a copy of b a s i c a l l y  t h e  i n -
formation t h a t  we have been t a l k i n g  about,  and he a l s o  
gave him a copy of an English copy of t h e  VC propaganda 
which i s  t h i s  (showing BG TOAN t h e  English t r a n s l a t i o n  
of t h e  VC propaganda, which i s  a p a r t  of Exh ib i t  R-1)  . 
A. I t h i n k  t h i s  (Exh ib i t  R-1 propaganda i n c l o s u r e )  
is  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  from t h i s  one ( i n d i c a t i n g  Exh ib i t  M - 3 3 ) .  

Q What I ' m  wondering about is whether o r  n o t  i t  
has t h i s  one paragraph i n  i t ?  

LTC STANBERRY: It says  t h a t  500 c i v i l i a n s  were s h o t  and 
k i l l e d .  

Q (I0 reading  from t h e  Exh ib i t  R-1 propaganda
i n c l o s u r e )  "--ki l l  500 who had empty hands, i n  Tinh Khe 
Vi l l age  and Son My D i s t r i c t . "  . 

A. Tinh ICtle is Ssn My. 

Q. ( ~ e a d i n g )"And t h e r e  were many pregnant  women 
some of which w e r e  only a few days from c h i l d b i r t h . "  

That is  very h e l p f u l .  We have been t r y i n g  t o  
f i n d  ou t  where t h i s  came from. 

iscu cuss ion o f f  r ecord . )  

A. They make much propaganda. A t  t h a t  t ime w e  d i d  
not  b e l i e v e  it, s o  I t o l d  t h e  Quang Ngai S e c t o r  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  
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I th ink  they  t r i e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h a t ,  b u t  he j u s t  moved 
i n  b u t  could n o t  reach t h e r e ,  because t h e  VC s t i l l  he ld  t h e  
a rea .  

Q Did you rece ive  any more informat ion ,  General  
TOAN? 

A. Someone l e t  me know t h a t  t h e  America1 t roops ,  
U.S. t r o o p s ,  have had some c o n t a c t ,  and they k i l l e d  over 
100 VC,  and some c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  a t  t h a t  t ime,  too .  

Q D o  you remember who t o l d  you? 

A .  Someone on my s t a f f  o r  some advisor .  I d o n ' t  
remember e x a c t l y .  

Q Do you have t h a t  o t h e r  p iece  of propaganda here?  
Here again ,  I have another  p iece  of VC propaqanda, which was 
taken very r e c e ~ t l y .  But it e v i d e n t l y  i s  a n  o l d  p iece  of 
propaqanda. I would ask i f  you would look t h i s  over and. 
s e e  i f  you had e v e r  seen t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p iece  of propaganda? 

( I 0  hands - documents t o  BG TOAN f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  . 
Document is  copy of NLF propaganda,captured i n  December, 1969, 
and provided by America1 Division. T h e  document was subse-
quently rece ived  i n t o  evidence and. xerked as Exhlhit M-35,) 

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  any of t h i s .  But it i s  j u s t  desc r ib ing  
it i n  d e t a i l  a s  propaganda by t h e  one who wrote it. 

Q Did you h e a r  any o t h e r  th ings  t h a t  t h e  VC were 
doing-; a s i d e  from l e a f l e t s ,  t h a t  t h e  VC may be developing 
s logans? 

A. Slogans ? 

& Slogans,  o r  whether they were wearing armbands 
(p ieces  of b lack  c l o t h )  t o  mourn t h e  dead v i l l a g e r s  of My Lai 
( 4 )  , or  whether they had p o s t e r s  and t h i n g s  of t h i s  category 
t o  c a l l  t o  t h e  peop le ' s  a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  a t  t h a t  t ime I d i d n ' t  h e a r  about i t .  
But l a t e r ,  I t h i n k ,  sometime about 2 o r  3 months a f t e r ,  
I heard something about it. But n o t  a t  t h a t  time. 

Q Well, d i d  you ever  g e t  a r e p o r t  back from Colonel 
K H I E N  a s  a r e s u l t  of--
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A. ( Jx terpos ing)  This Rind of propaganda happens 
every day, s o  we do n o t  pay much a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h a t .  So a t  
t h a t  time I s e n t  an o r d e r  t o  my s t a f f  t o  check t h a t  and any 
propaganda from them, j u s t  l e t  me know. But i n  h e r e  w e  d o n ' t  
have any--at t h a t  t ime,  I t h i n k ,  s e c t o r  could n o t  i n v e s t i g a t e ,  
because no one could go i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  Colonel K H I E N  t r i e d  
t o  have an opera t ion  and go i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  b u t  he c o u l d n ' t  go 
i n .  So we could n o t  g e t  a r e p o r t .  

Q. Do you know whether o r  n o t  he s e n t  some i n t e l l i g e n c e  
agent  o r  s p i e s  i n t o  t h e  ,area t o  pick up information as  t o  what 
might have happened? 

A. I t h i n k  he had s e n t  some, b u t  no one repor ted  
t h e  exac t  th ing .  Someone t o l d  a d i f f e r e n t  s t o r y  s o  he t r i e d  
t o  g e t  i n  t h e r e ,  bu t  he c o u l d n ' t  g e t  i n  t h e r e .  

Q We understand t h a t  many of t h e  v i l l a g e r s  from t h e  
Tu Cung a r e a ,  My Lai  ( 4 )  , would come i n  and o u t  of Quang 
Ngai t o - g o  t o  market. Do you know of any informat ion  t h a t  
came from them? 

A. Colonel K H I E N  went i n  t h a t  e x a c t  p lace ,  and he  met 
some people coming out  *from t h e  hamlet,  and they  repor ted  t o  
him--I th ink  he has some r e p o r t  fox me, b u t  I--

(CG TCE: ~G!COS z ll=e!c a t  his r r ~ s r t s . )  

Here is t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  from Quang Ngai Province. 
Five months a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion ,  t h e  Quang Ngai Sec to r  l e d  by 
t h e  chief h imsel f ,  Colonel K H I E N ,  and t h e  conunander, RF and PF,  but 
when he went i n  t h i s  a r e a  they had some c o n t a c t ,  s t rong  c o n t a c t ,  
and he d i d  no t  reach h i s  ob jec t ive .  So Colonel K H I E N  met about 
20 people i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  and those people l e t  him know about 
t h a t  ope ra t ion  of March 1968. They s a i d  t h a t  they didn ' t  
s e e  when those  people were s h o t  because they were a f r a i d .  
They h i d  i n  bunkers o r  r an  i n t o  another  v i l l a g e  o r  hamlet,  
guided by t h e  VC. The next  day t h e  Communists and t h e  v i l l a g e  
group ordered them t o  bury those  bodies .  The Communists 
s a i d  t h a t  they were c i v i l i a n  bodies ,  b u t  those 20  people 
say  they  saw many VC bodies ,  t o o .  They s a i d  about 20 
women and ch i ld ren  and o l d  men and about 50 bodies  of 
Communist VC. This i s  t h e  r e p o r t  from t h e  20th of November, 
1969, b u t  he s a i d  i t  a l s o  a t  t h a t  t ime,  5 months a f t e r ,  when 
he had t h i s  opera t ion .  
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Q But do you know whether he  then  gave t o  your s t a f f  
t h e  information they  had g o t  from t h e  opera t ion?  

A. I d i d n ' t  make a r e p o r t  then.  I d i d n ' t  make an 
o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t .  I wasn ' t  a b l e  t o  do t h i s .  About 5 
months a f t e r  the  i n c i d e n t ,  it d o e s n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  s a y ,  b u t  
i t  impl ies  t h i s  was the  f i r s t  time he went i n t o  t h e  a rea  a f t e r  
he was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  make t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  H e  went i n  wi th  
FU? and PF ,  and they  encountered r e s i s t a n c e .  I t  d o e s n ' t  s a y ,  
b u t  it impl ies .  This i s  no impl ica t ion  as t o  when he t a lked  
t o  these  20 people,  bu t  a t  l e a s t  a t  t h a t  t ime and p r i o r  he 
t a l k e d  t o  approximately 20  people t h a t  were going i n  and out  
of t h e  a rea .  This is  a r e p o r t  from t h e  Province Chief t o  
P r e s i d e n t  THIEU. 

(Discussion o f f  record.)  

Q. I understand,  General TOW, t h a t  Colonel K H I E N  had 
t r i e d  t o  go back t h e  f i r s t  time i n  June and could not  g e t  i n  
a t  a l l .  

A. June this year?  

c2 - June 1 9 4 8  vas the first time. Then he went i n  in 
August and was a t  l e a s t  a b l e  t o  do something, b u t  i n  June he 
couldn 't do anyth ing .  

A. This  was very s t r o n g l y  h e l d  by t h e  VC. We have 
had many l o s s e s  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  If w e  went i n  t h e r e  w i t h  a  
smal l  f o r c e ,  they fought a g a i n s t  us .  I f  w e  went wi th  a b i g  
f o r c e ,  they j u s t  disappeared.  Many mines and booby t r a p s  w e r e  
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h i s  a rea .  It  was bad when they a t t acked  
Quang Ngai dur ing  T e t ,  1968. 

8 You have s e v e r a l  o t h e r  p ieces  of paper t h e r e ,  
General TOAN. Are t h e s e  concerned wi th  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I w i l l  have t o  look a t  them. Y e s ,  
i t  is concerning My Lai .  Here is t h e  p a r t  from t h e  D i s t r i c t  
Chief t o  the Province Chief.  I t h i n k  Colonel K H I E N  w i l l  g i v e  
you every d e t a i l  on t h a t .  
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Q These a r e  h i s  r e p o r t s  t o  you? 

A. To P r e s i d e n t  T H I E U  b u t  wi th  a copy t o  m e .  

&. That i s  proper .  

A. To the Vice P r e s i d e n t ,  through t h e  primary l e v e l  
t o  General LAM and t o  me. 

& Is t h i s  r e p o r t  a l s o  to--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  This  one i s  a somewhat more d e t a i l e d  
r e p o r t ,  30 November t h i s  year .  This one i s  t h e  12th  of December. 

LTC STANBERRY: Is t h a t  a l s o  t o  t h e  P res iden t?  

A .  I t  is f o r  t h e  Prime Min i s t e r  and f o r  t h e  M i n i s t e r  
of t h e  I n t e r i o r .  

Q. Is t h e  same t h i n g  t r u e  of ( t h e s e  papers  i d e n t i f i e d )  
number 4 and number 5 ?  

A. Those a r e  ques t ions  t h a t  I asked. They j u s t  l e t  
m e  know about it. Here i s  a copy of  t h i s  one t h a t  w e  s e n t  t o  
t h e  America1 Divis ion.  

i is cuss ion o f f  r ecord . )  

Q W e l l ,  t h i s  has  been most h e l p f u l ,  General TOAN, 
t o  t r y  t o  c l e a r  up some of t h e s e  p o i n t s .  Did Colonel HENDERSON, 
a f t e r  t h i s ,  e v e r  t a l k  t o  you about My Lai  ( 4 )  o r  C o  Lay? Did 
Colonel HENDERSON eves  come back t o  you a f t e r  + t a t  time and 
t a l k  t o  you about Tu Cung? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, b u t  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  anything from 
t h e  U.S. s i d e  about t h a t .  

Q. Did General  YOUNG o r  General KOSTER? 

A .  General KOSTER a t  t h a t  time? 
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Q Did he ever  t a l k  t o  you about i t ?  

A. H e  came t o  r e e  me. I t o l d  him my o r d e r .  

Q That you were i n v e s t i g a t i n g  i t? 

A. I d id .  , 

Q You t o l d  him you had ordered Colonel KHIEN t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  i t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I j u s t  l e t  him know about t h a t  pro-
paganda from t h e  VC s o  he could check i f  something had 
happened. 

& Did you eves  f i l e  any r e p o r t  wi th  General LAM, 
o r a l  o r  a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t ?  

A. I j u s t  l e t  him know aboat t h e  VC propaganda, 
n o t  a  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t ,  because we d i d n ' t  know e x a c t l y  what 
happened. 

Q W e  would understand t h a t  t h e  Vi l l age  Chief of Son 
M y  and t h e  Hamlet Chief of My Lai V i l l a g e  l i v e d  down i n  Quang 
Mgai ares in xefngee C & T ~  XCZ. 

A. A t  t h a t  time. 

Captain TAN i s  i n  t h e ' h o s p i t a l ?  

Yes, s ir .  

H e  i s  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r  a t  s e c t o r ?  

LTC STANBERRY: But Colonel K E I E N  knows how t o  g e t  hold  of 
him. 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, b u t  I t a l k e d  t o  some commander. 
I d o n ' t  remember i f  it was KOSTER, b u t  I remember General 
KOSTER commanded a t  t h a t  t ime. 

r 

Q General YOUNG was ADC, b u t ,  a s  I r e c a l l  what you
i n d i c a t e d ,  you had t a l k e d  t o  them, and you were having it 
i n v e s t i g a t e d .  It was VC propaganda, b u t  you a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  
t o  them i f  they  had done t h i s ,  n o t  t o  do it any more. 
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A. Y e s ,  sir, I made a n o t e  i n  my r e p o r t .  

Q- J u s t  f o r  t h e  sake of  our  r ecord ,  General TOAN, 
would you t e l l  us  a l i t t l e  b i t  about t h e  VC i n  t h e  Son 
My V i l l a g e  and t h a t  a r e a  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of 1968? 

A. A t  t h a t  time t h e  VC s t r o n g l y  he ld  t h e  a r e a ,  
and it was bad,  f o r  they a t t acked  i n  Quanq Ngai and i n  t h e  
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  And I remember during t h e  Tet  a t t a c k  
they  s t a r t e d  from t h e r e  t o  a t t a c k  and s i e z e  t h e  h i l l  nor th  
of t h e  Khe b r i d g e ,  and w e  k i l l e d  them, about 200, a t  
t h a t  t ime. They c a r r i e d  t h e  bodies  t h e r e ,  and I th ink  
they bur ied  them t h e r e .  

Q How long had t h a t  a r e a  been Communist, General 
TOAN? 

A. I th ink  a long time. But w e  cannot move i n t o  t h e  
a r e a  (My Lai)  e a s t  of t h e  mountain ( H i l l  85) a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
But i n  1968 it was b e t t e r ,  b u t  n o t  much b e t t e r .  

Q- When were you a b l e  t o  t a k e  t h e  c i t a d e l  again? 

A. We had t o  use some f o r c e  t o  s t a y  t h e r e .  

A. Iii 1S67, biit it w a s  west of Son T4y, b u t  i s o l s t e d .  

Q Very isolated--very good. We know t h a t  i n  e a r l y
1968 t h e r e  was a 48th Local Force B a t t a l i o n ?  

A .  Yes, s i r ,  and some l o c a l  f o r c e  companies. 

Q 506th and t h e  507th Local Force Companies? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  number, b u t  a t  l e a s t  two 
s e p a r a t e  companies t h e r e .  

Q Were they good s o l d i e r s ?  

A. A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  yes.  No more. Now, a t  t h a t  time 
they  s t i l l  had very  good s o l d i e r s .  

Q Can you t e l l  us a l i t t l e  b i t  about how they used 
booby t r a p s  and mines? 
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A .  I th ink  when c i v i l i a n  people went i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  
they  h i t  some booby t r a p s ,  b u t  we d o n ' t  know. But every t ime 
we went i n  t h e r e ,  we h i t  some booby t r a p s  and mines. 

T 

Q What kind of booby t r a p s ?  

O h ,  every k ind ,  sir.  

&. Grenade booby t r a p s ?  

A. Grenade, 105, 155 a r t i l l e r y  rounds,  and some bombs. 

Q Also some mines. We understand,  i n  e a r l y  1968 
when t h e  ROK Marine b a t t a l i o n  o r  br igade  l e f t ,  they picked 
up some mines from around t h e r e .  

A .  Some, but  not  very many. We h i t  some mines. 

Q About t h a t  t ime,  General TGAN, w e  understand t h a t  
t h e  U.S. fo rces  captured  one high p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r  from t h e  
VC Quang Ngai Province,  and a l s o  about t h a t  t ime a very high 
m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l i a n  VC became a Chieu Hoi ( r e t u r n e e )  because 
he was s o  ill, and he went t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  Do you remember 
anything about those  people? 

A .  No, s i r ,  I don1t remember. Maybe it happened, but 
I don t remember. 

Q Some people thought t h a t  perhaps one of t h e n  w a s  
e i t h e r  t h e  Province Chief o r  t h e  Deputy Province Chief.  

A.  Sorry.  We g e t  very much Chieu Koi I s ,  but  I d o n ' t  
remember t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  one. 

Q How was t h e  cooperat ion and t h e  coordina t ion  with 
t h e  American fo rces  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  i n  t h e  Ouang Ngai a r e a  and 
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  i n  e a r l y  1 9 6 8 ,  and t h e n  how i s  i t , n o w ?  

A .  A t  t h a t  t ime we had a s e p a r a t e  A0 from t h e  U.S. 
opera t ing  i n  t h a t  a rea .  We opera ted  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  and when 
we wanted t o  go i n  t h e i r  A0 we l e t  them know, and i f  they 
wanted t o  go i n t o  our A 0  they  would l e t  us know. I should 
say t h e  cooperat ion a t  t h e  time w a s  n o t  t o o  c l o s e ,  s o  we 
usua l ly  opera ted  s e p a r a t e l y .  But r i g h t  now we have r e a l l y  
c lose  cooperat ion.  Now we have a d i f f e r e n t  system, one 
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regiment,  one ARVN regiment,  and one U . S .  b r igade  working 
toge the r  i n  a common AO. 

Q - Working toge the r?  

A. Working toge the r .  

Q You f e e l  p r e t t y  good now about t h e  progress-? 

A .  Oh, y e s ,  very  much. I j u s t  l e t  you know what I 
know and what happened, b u t  many t h i n g s  t h a t  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Do you have anything t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  t a l k  
t o  him about? 

MR MACCRATE: No. 

10: One o t h e r  a r e a ,  General TOAN, t h a t  t h e  VC propa-
ganda c i t e s  is Co Luy. We understand t h a t  i n  VC m a t e r i a l  and 
maybe i n  Vietnamese, t o o ,  t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e s  of  Co Lay (1), ( 2 )  , 
and ( 3 )  a r e  sometimes r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  Co Luy. VC propaganda 
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  90 people were k i l l e d  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  day, t h i s  
same p lace  he re .  Had you heard anything about t h a t ?  

A. I only heard genera l ly  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  b u t  I d i d  no t  
hcar &=nt C c  Lny and Xy Lai .  

Q How do you pronounce C-0 L-U-Y? 

A. Co Luy. 

Q o  I c a l l  i t  >uy. I have been c a l l i n g  it Luy, bu t  
i t  is "Luyee." 

A. You s e e ,  sometimes they c a l l  i t  a completely d i f f e r e n t  
name from us.  Like many v i l l a g e s  and hamlets ,  they c a l l  them 
completely d i f f e r e n t  names. Like now, we have Quang Tinh Pro-
v ince ,  b u t  we  a l s o  c a l l  it Quang Nam. They (VC) d o n ' t  d i s t i n -
guish  from Quang Narn. 

Q What do they c a l l  Quang Narn? 

A.  They d o n ' t  recognize Quang Tinh. 
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Q.' I would l i k e  t o  thank you very  much, General TOAN. 
This has  been most h e l p f u l  t o  us .  I f  a t  any t ime you have any 
a d d i t i o n a l  thoughts  come t o  mind, o r  i f  you find any maps o r  
photos o r  any m a t e r i a l  t h a t  has  t o  do wi th  t h i s ,  t h a t  you 
could make a v a i l a b l e  t o  u s ,  w e  would be most apprec ia t ive  f o r  
it. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - But again we  a r e  very thankfu l .  

A. 
t h a t  
cause 

1 ' m  pleased t o  h e l p  you. But you know t h a t  a t  
time w e  d i d  no t  pay too  much a t t e n t i o n  about t h a t ,  be-

t h e r e  was t o o  much t o  do,  many t h i n g s  t o  do a t  t h a t  time. 

Q This hear ing  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The  hearing recessed  a t  1555 hours ,  30 December 
1969. ) 
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Unsworn s ta tement  of  BG Nguyen Van TOAN was taken a t  
Quang Ngai C i t y ,  Republic of Vietnam, on 25 February 3970.  The 
ques t ions  were posed t o  BG TOAN by COL WHALEN. Also p r e s e n t  
was ( 3 2  Coy L, WELLS, C I D  i n v e s t i g a t o r ,  and COL Francisco  J. RAMOS, 
Senior  Advisor, 2d ARVN Divis ion.  The wi tness  t e s t i f i e d  a s  
fol lows : 

BG TOAN: I rece ived  a r e p o r t  from my G 2  on 1 2  Apr i l  1968, t h e  
VC l e a f l e t  propaganda. I n  t h a t  they s a i d  i n  t h e  opera t ion  of the  
U.S. u n i t  i n  Son My on 15 March 1968, t h a t  U.S. t roops took t h e  
c i v i l i a n  people and k i l l e d  about 5 0 0  people.  They want t o  g i v e  
some, b u t  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  them, t h e  r e a c t i o n  of t h e  c i v i l i a n  
people t o  the  U.S. t roops .  On t h e  1 6 t h  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Chief send 
one message f o r  m e  and t a l k  about t roops  i n  Son My, come t o  m e  
i n  Quang Ngai from Chief of Hamlet, I t h i n k .  But they mention 
t h i s  a r e a  i s  an i n s e c u r i t y  ( s i c )  a r e a .  So I make h e r e ,  you s e e ,  
I make Quang Nqai Chief have i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I f  i t  no happen, t h e  
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  should make something t o  counter  t h e  VC propa-
ganda. I f  it had happened should l e t  America1 Divis ion know and 
should s t o p  it. This i s  what I have. 

.COL WHALEN: This  i s  when you d i r e c t e d  t h a t  Colonel K H I E N  i n v e s t i -
g a t e  t h e  r e p o r t  from t h e  D i s t r i c t  Chief? 

A. The r e p o r t  from my G 2 ,  VC l e a f l e t ,  and t h e  r e p o r t  from 
the  D i s t r i c t  Chief.  

Q This i s  Colonel P H O ' s  r e p o r t  t o  you which was based on 
t h e  D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ' s  r e p o r t  which he g o t  from t h e  V i l l a g e  Chief.  Is 
t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. From t h e  VC l e a f l e t  and t h e  D i s t r i c t  Chief.  

Q Okay, t h i s  i s  what Colonel PHO made. Okay, a f t e r  you
received Lieutenant  TAN'S l e t t e r  a t t ached  h e r e ,  when d i d  you s e e  
General KOSTER a f t e r  t h i s ?  Do you know t h e  d a t e ?  I f  you d o n ' t  
know t h e  exac t  d a t e ,  would you t e l l  us approximately? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember what day b u t  l a t e r  on I th ink  I 
c a l l e d  him, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  t h e  t ime.  I j u s t  t a l k e d  
t o  him and let them know about some rumor. W e  d i d n ' t  know exact ly  
what happened s o  I j u s t  l e t  him know about t h e  rumor and something 
l i k e  t h a t .  

& Do you remember about when t h i s  was, General ,  about 
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1 week o r  2 weeks l a t e r  o r  several days? 

A. About 2 o r  3 weeks. 

Q Two o r  t h r e e  weeks a f t e r  15  A p r i l ?  

A. About A p r i l ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Sometime i n  A p r i l .  The beg inn ing  o f  A p r i l ,  middle ,  
o r  end? 

A. Maybe I t h i n k  from t h e  beg inn ing  t o  t h e  1 5 t h .  

Q. The 1st through t h e  15 th  sometime. D o  you know 
whether t h i s  w a s  General  KOSTER o r  General  YOUNG? 

A. I d o n ' t  r emember  e x a c t l y  b u t  I remember t h a t  I l e t  
some commander know about  t h a t .  

Q.  Where d i d  you meet him, General?  

A.  I remember t h a t ,  over h e r e .  

Q I n  your  o f f i c e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q - Do you know i f  anyone else w a s  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  meeting,  
your  s t a f f ,  o r  General  KOSTER, o r  maybe an a i d e  o r  some s t a f f  
o f f i c e r ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h e  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  a t  t h a t  
t i m e  i n  1 9  68 ULSAKER o r  HUTTER. 

COL RAMOS: ULSAKER l e f t  i n  e a r l y  1968 You say  1968? I t  would 
probably be  Colonel  HUTTER, probably  Colonel  HUTTER, s i r .  

A. I t h i n k  it w a s  Colonel  HUTTER. 

COL RAMOS Colonel  HUTTER, I t h i n k ,  y e s ,  s i r ,  probably Colonel  
Dean HUTTER. You know h e ' s  i n  USARPAC. 

COL WHALEN: Okay, w a s  t h e r e  anyone else t h e r e ?  Then t h e r e  was 
General  KOSTER o r  General  YOUNG, you, and t h e  d i v i s i o n  s e n i o r  
a d v i s o r .  D o  you remember anyone e l s e ?  
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A.  Oh, maybe one more b u t  I don' t remember. 

Q Did you d i scuss  Lieutenant  TAN'S  l e t t e r ?  

A .  Oh, no, sir.  I j u s t  t a l k e d  wi th  him about some rumor 
because a t  t h a t  time we  d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  what happened. So I 
j u s t  mentioned t h e  rumor and l e t  him know. 

Q - .  You didn ' t  pqovide him wi th  a copy o r  t r a n s l a t i o n  a t  
t h a t  time? 

A.  Oh, no, a t  t h a t  t i m e  I d o n ' t ,  no. 

Q Did you d i s c u s s  VC propaganda, k i l l i n g  500 ,  t h i s  i s  
t h e  rumor you spoke o f ?  

A.  Yes, I have t h a t  paper.  

Q Did you t e l l  t h e  genera l  t h a t  you had i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  
Province Chief t o  make an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember i f  I mentioned t h a t  f o r  him . . . . 
COL RAMOS : It was a long t ime ago. 

A. I t  was a iong t i m e  ago b u t  anyway I directed riiy people 
t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  it. 

COL WHALEN: Did you ask t h e  genera l  t o  h e l p  on t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
t o  check something for you, o r  t o  f u r n i s h  informat ion  regarding the 
i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  I asked him. 

Q Did you d i scuss  anything else regarding  t h i s  a t  t h a t  
t ime? 

A. Maybe w e  t a l k  about some opera t ion .  

Q General KOSTER went on R & R from 27 Apr i l  u n t i l  t h e  
7 th  of May, about a 10-day per iod .  Then he depar ted  on 2 June. 
Did you s e e  him any time a f t e r  t h i s  meeting w e  j u s t  discussed here? 

A. I don' t remember. 
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Q Was this time dur ing  Apr i l  t h e  only t ime t h i s  
rumor was d iscussed  wi th  General KOSTER o r  General  YOUNG? 

A .  Yes. 

Q ' The only  t ime you d iscussed  it wi th  Americans? 

A .  Y e s .  

Q You d i d n ' t  d i scuss  it with t h e  province advisory team 
o r  anyone else o t h e r  than  t h e  American d i v i s i o n  s e n i o r  advisor  and 
the Americal genera l?  

A. Yes, America1 genera l  and d i v i s i o n  advisor .  

& Can you remember i f  t h a t  was General  KOSTER o r  General 
YOUNG? 

A. I t ' s  hard  t o  remember . . . . 
COL RAMOS: You see, t h e  genera l  has  v i s i t o r s  h e r e  a l l  t h e  t i m e  and 
General  KOSTER, you know, he d i d n ' t  come very o f t e n .  

COL PYT-IALEN . n z  3 -----usu y,u 2-7.2~discuss t k i s  with Cs1eccl EE?JDEP,SOM 5'?5c 
was t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade commander a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I d iscussed  t h a t  wi th  him. Because 
you s e e ,  those  t h i n g s  happen every day. They make many bad propa-
ganda, not  t r u e  a t  a l l o  Nothing happen s o  we  confuse everyth ing  
wi th  that, you s e e .  Maybe sometime nothing happen and they say  
t h a t ,  oh,  everyth ing  - - and maybe t h a t  t h i n g  happened s o  we d o n ' t  
t h ink  much about t h a t .  Bad propaganda, VC propaganda. 

COL RAMOS: Not very  concerned about t h e  v a l i d i t y  of i t .  

COL WHALEN: 
o r  anyth ing  
Do you have 

General ,  do you have any papers  o r  log  e n t r i e s  o r  memc 
which might i n d i c a t e  t h e  d a t e  t h e  g e n e r a l  was he re?  
any records t o  show when t h e  genera l  came? 

A. N o .  I th ink  t h i s  normal v i s i t .  We u s u a l l y  v i s i t  to-
ge the r  t h e  same way. 

You don1t make any record  o r  any journa l  e n t r y ?  
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A. No. 

Q Informal.  General ,  d i d  you g i v e  copies  of a l l  these 
t o  General PEERS when he was he re?  H e  has  copies  of each one? 

A.  They have a photo copy. 

Q This i s  t h e  same document from which they made t h e  
photo copies? 

A. Y e s .  Because you s e e  a t  t h a t  t ime this a rea  was 
VC-controlled and w e  l o s t  many men by mine, When w e  went i n  
t h e r e  wi th  b i g  f o r c e ,  they  w e r e  c i v i l i a n .  But i f  smal l  f o r c e ,  
always we g e t  something and some b i g  c a s u a l t i e s .  Very bad t i m e ;  
I don' t l i k e  it. Very easy f o r  them t o  d i s g u i s e  a s  c i v i l i a n s  
and they a r e  somewhere. Even t h e  ch i ld ren  and women, they 
can f i g h t  a t  us .  Even l i t t l e  boys,  they k i l l  us .  Many mine 
and booby t r a p s .  I th ink  bloody over t h e r e .  Many of our  men 
was k i l l e d .  

Q W e l l ,  General ,  Major PHO, now Colonel PHO who 
i s  a t  I Corps G 2 ,  was he p resen t  wi th  you dur ing  t h i s  d iscuss ion?  
Since he wrote  t h i s ,  he had very good background. Did he assist 
you when you spoke t o  t h e  genera l?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he was t h e r e  because usua l ly  we  t a l k ;  
me and commander d i s c u s s ,  u s u a l l y  t h e  s e n i o r  advisor  p r e s e n t .  

COL RAMOS: See,  normally when t h e  genera l  b r ings  - - I know when 
General RAMSEY comes i n  h e r e ,  f o r  example, before  he  goes t o  t h e  
meeting he s i ts  h e r e  wi th  t h e  genera l  and they d i s c u s s  c e r t a i n  
th ings  among themselves only.  

COL WHALEN: You d o n ' t  remember i f  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  a i d e  was wi th  
him o r  h i s  s t a f f  o f f i c e r ?  

A. N O ,  I ' m  s o r r y .  

COL RAMOS: They very seldom come t o g e t h e r  he re .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  remember i f  I mention wi th  some com-
mander o r  not .  But maybe General KOSTER o r  General YOUNG, b u t  
no t  more than that. 

COL WHALEN: And it was sometime between t h e  1st and t h e  15th  of 
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A p r i l  t o  t h e  b e s t  t h a t  you can remember. 

A. That  i s  r igkLt .  

And you d i d  n o t  g ive  them copies  o r  t r a n s l a t i o n s  of t h i s  

Oh, no. 

Q - You j u s t  spoke ~f  it as a p o s s i b l e  rumor s t a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  a t  t h a t  t i m s  I h e a r  someone i n  my s t a f f  say about 
t h a t .  Because b e f o r e  t h e  Chief a t  D i s t r i c t  send  t h i s  one,  he  has  
t a l k e d  wi th  someone i n  s e c t o r ,  l e t  some people  on t h e  s t a f f  know 
t h a t .  So t h e  S3 brought  f o r  me n o t i c e  on t h a t .  

Q. Major PHO,  h i s  i n fo rma t ion  w a s  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  and 
p rov ince ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  Is t h i s  how he  knew about i t ?  

A. H e  s e n t  two documents. One i s  VC propaganda,  and t h e  
r e p o r t  from Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  He mentioned h e r e  t h e  Chief o f  
Son Tinh ,  of t h i s  a r e a ,  do n o t  c o n s i d e r  by t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  
as s e c u r i t y  ( s i c )  a r e a .  I t h i n k  ,General  PEERS have a photo copy. 

Q Well ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  f i n i s h e s  it, General .  I want t o ,  
on b e h a i f  of Generai  PEEZS , thank you for t a k i n g  your Lime i n  t i l l s  
busy w a r  h e r e  t o  answer t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s .  This  i s  very impor tan t  
t o  t h e  American Army and t h e  American peop le ,  and we a p p r e c i a t e  it. 

A .  But a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s  I c a n st l e t  you know. A t  t h a t  
t ime t h e  a r e a  i s  n o t  s a f e  a t  a l l  and I t h i n k  everyone t h e r e  i s  
VC f r i e n d l y  o r  work f o r  them. Maybe n o t  t h e  sma l l  c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  
anyone about 10 o r  11 y e a r s ,  they  can g e t  r i f l e  and shoo t .  

Q Did t h i s  e v e r  come up a g a i n ,  t h i s  My Lai?  When w a s  t h e  
n e x t  t ime it w a s  mentioned? Do you remember? I t  w a s  a rumor maybe 
t h e n ,  and you mentioned it t o  General  KOSTER o r  General  YOUNG. Whei 
w a s  the nex t  t ime it came up a s  a s u b j e c t ?  

A. I t h i n k  only a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q =  Never a g a i n  d i scussed?  

A. Maybe sometime a f t e r  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  
when. But,  you see l i k e  i n  t h e  beg inn ing  of  1969 w e  have very 
big o p e r a t i o n ,  we c a l l  it "Lien Ket 9", t o  answer f o r  t h e  a r e a .  W e  

21 

CONFIDENTIAL 

APP T-83 



CONFIDENTIAL 

took the people,  s i c k ,  everyone, and group them i n  some v i l l a g e .  
W e  h e l p  t h e  people vexy much and w e  i l l u m i n a t e  them about VC and 
V C I .  B u t  they launched a rumor t h a t  w e  b r i n g  a t  l e a s t  2,000 peo-
p l e ,  c i v i l i a n  type ,  from t h e r e  and p u t  them i n  t h e  s e a ,  under-
water .  You s e e ,  every t ime we  have something good they  always 
have bad propaganda s o  w e  d o n ' t  pay much a t t e n t i o n  about t h a t .  
Sor ry ,  but  it happens every day. But I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we  k i l l  any-
one the re .  We h e l p  t h e  people and t ake  very  good c a r e  of them. 

Q Okay, I t h i n k  t h a t  p r e t t y  much covers  i t ,  General,  
and I apprec ia te  you g iv ing  me your time. 

A .  Oh, I am s o r r y  t h a t  I cannot r ece ive  you i n  Saigon, 
b u t  you s e e  over  here  maybe w e  have some documents t o  show you 
and I try t o  answer wi th  t h e  t r u t h .  

Q. General,  i f  anything comes up o r  you remember some-
t h i n g  o r  someone mentions something, i f  you can l e t  Colonel RA-
MOS know he can g e t  i n  touch w i t h  me and w e  w i l l  g e t  t h e  message 
from him. 

A.  I f  t h e r e  i s  something you want t o  ask more, l e t  me 
know. I cannot t e l l  you a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

Q I wish you g r e a t  success  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1130 hours ,  2 5  February 
1970.) 
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SUMYARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: TRONG, L e  

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 5 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Quang Ngai C i t y ,  Republ ic  o f  Vietnam. 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Na t iona l  Policeman, Son 
Tinh Na t iona l  P o l i c e  S t a t i o n .  

TESTIMONY. 

Le TRONG i s  p r e s e n t l y  t h e  Chief o f  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  a t  
Scn 9c2 T.,'illzge ( ~ g .1). The w i t n e s s  s t .a t .4  that he went 
on an o p e r a t i o n  w l t h  American f o r c e s  on 20 March 1968 a long  
w i t h  ano the r  Na t iona l  Policeman, M r .  Nguyen Ngoc TAN (pg .2 ) .  
During t h e  t h r e e  day o p e r a t i o n  they  s a w  only  one American 
c a p t a i n  who spoke e x c e l l e n t  Vietnamese (pgs .  3 ,  4 ) .  S e v e r a l  
VC w e r e  c a p t u r e d ,  b u t  Le TRONG den ied  s h o o t i n g  any o f  them 
(pg.  3)  . H e  d i d  n o t  see t h e  American c a p t a i n  c u t  o f f  p a r t  
of a VC's f i n g e r  (pg. 4 )  . 
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Unsworn s t a t emen t  o f  Le TRONG w a s  t aken  
a t  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  Detachment, Quang Ngai C i t y ,  Republic 
o f  Vietnam, on 5 January 1970. The q u e s t i o n s  were posed 
t o  MR TRONG by MR WALSH. Also p r e s e n t  was MAJ  David 
D. DANTZSCHER who a c t e d  a s  i n t e r p r e t e r .  A l l  o f  t h e  
ques  Lions were t r a n s l a t e d  by PiAJ DANTZSCHER i n t o  Vietnamese 
and a l l  t h e  answers by MR TRONG were t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  
Eng l i sh  by MAJ DANTZSCHER. 

MR WALSH: What i s  your  name?. 

A .  L e  TRONG. 

Q How o l d  a r e  you? 

A. T h i r t y  y e a r s  o l d .  

Q *  How long  have you been a Na t iona l  policeman? 

A .  Since  1966. 

Q - Where a r e  you s t a t i o n e d ?  

A. Son Hoa Ha-mlet. A t  p r e s e n t  I am t h e  c h i e f  of  t h e  
branch o f  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  of  Son Hoa V i l l a g e .-

Q How do you s p e l l  i t ?  

A. S-0-N H-0-A. 

Q On March 16 ,  1968 ,  where were you s t a t i o n e d ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember where I w a s  s t a t i o n e d  on t h e  1 6 t h  
o f  March. I went w i th  t h e  Americans on an o p e r a t i o n  on t h e  
20th .  

Q - Where were you s t a t i o n e d  on t h e  15 th  o f  March? 

A. I was s t a t i o n e d  a t  t h e  Son Tinh Na t iona l  P o l i c e  
s t a t i o n .  

Q. What was your assignment when you went on t h e  ope ra  
t i o n  w i t h  t h e  U.  S. t r o o p s  on t h e  20th  of  March? 
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A. We were requested by t h e  American adv i so r  t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  opera t ion:  t o  l e a d  t h e  Americans and ' to  
l o c a t e  t h e  VC i n s t a l l a t i o n s ,  bunkers,  and caves.  

Q - Do you know t h e  name of  the  American adv i so r  
who made t h e  r eques t?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  a d v i s o r ' s  name. 

Q* How d i d  you g e t  from t h e  Son Tinh p o l i c e  s t a t i o n  
t o  t h e  a rea  of t h e  opera t ion?  

A .  We were t r anspor ted  by h e l i c o p t e r  t o  t h e  oper- 
a t i o n  area .  

Q - Who went wi th  you? 

A. M r .  Nguyen Ngoc TAN went with me. 

Q. Anyone e l s e ?  

A .  M r .  TAN and I were t h e  only ones t h a t  went. 

Q - Did you go d i r e c t l y  from Son Tinh t o  t h e  a r e a  
of  opera t ion ,  o r  d i d  you go f i r s t  t o  t h e  American base? 

A. We went d i r e c t l y  from t h e  p o l i c e  s t a t i o n  a t  
Son Tinh t o  an a rea  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g  a  p o i n t  a t  coordi-  
n a t e s  BS 7 2 2 8 1 2 ) .  

Q =  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  p i l o t ,  were t h e r e  any 
American personnel  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  took you? 

A. Y e s ,  t h e r e  was one o t h e r  person. I a m  
n o t  s u r e  who it was. 

Q a  
 Was t h e  one person an American cap ta in?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  be l i eve  so .  But I met an American 
cap ta in  on t h e  ground. The f i r s t  time I saw an ~ m e r i c a n  
c a p t a i n  was a f t e r  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  had unloaded us .  

52- Do you remember what t h e  American c a p t a i n ' s  name 
was? 
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A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q- Was t h e r e  a Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r  w i t h  t h e  

American c a p t a i n ?  


A. The c a p t a i n  was a b l e  t o  speak very  good V i e t - 

namese. Yes, he  was t h e  commander of  t h e  t roops  on t h e  

ground. Again, he  spoke e x c e l l e n t  Vietnamese. 


Q. What t i m e  o f  day w a s  it when you landed on t h e  

ground wi th  t h e  t r o o p s ?  


A. About noon. 

.Q* What d i d  you do a f t e r  you landed? 

A.  A f t e r  w e  g o t  o u t ,  w e  were taken  t o  t h e  American 
c a p t a i n .  A f t e r  3 days I was r e t u r n e d  t o  Chu Lai and Ngoc 
TAN remained wi th  t h e  f o r c e s  f o r  5 days. The c a p t a i n  l e t  me 
go back because I cap tu red  t h r e e  V i e t  Cong: one female ,  a VC 
commander, and an armed VC medic o r  doc to r .  

Q. Did you i n t e r r o g a t e  any d e t a i n e e s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  
where you l anded  t h e  f i r s t  day? 

A. No, I d i d  n o t  i n t e r r o g a t e  any. 

Q- Where d i d  you go on t h e  second day? 

A. During t h e  second day w e  cap tu red  s e v e r a l  VC. 
We o p e r a t e d  around t h i s  a r e a  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  a r e a  i n  
which t h e y  landed  t h e  f i r s t  d a y ) .  

Q. Did you s t a y  t h e  e n t i r e  3 days t h a t  you were 
t h e r e  i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. Y e s ,  I remained i n  t h i s  a r e a  throughout  t h e  
3 days.  

Q - Did you s h o o t  any VC a f t e r  q u e s t i o n i n g  them 
a t  any t ime d u r i n g  t h i s  3 days? 

A. N o ,  I d i d  n o t  s h o o t  any. 

APP T-113 


CONFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL 


Q. Did you see any o t h e r  American c a p t a i n  d u r i n g  
t h e  3 days you were on t h e  ground o t h e r  t han  t h e  
t r o o p  commander? 

A. No, t h e r e  w a s  on ly  one American c a p t a i n .  

Q. Did you s e e  t h a t  American c a p t a i n  c u t  o f f  p a r t
o f  t h e  l i t t l e  f i n g e r  o f  a VC? 

A. No. The c a p t a i n  went back t o  Chu La i  a f t e r  t h e  
f i r s t  2 days o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  and I met him aga in  a t  Chu L a i .  
The c a p t a i n  d i r e c t e d  m e  t o  go back t o  Son Tinh a f t e r  3 days.  

Q- D o  you know which policeman from t h e  Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t  accompanied t h e  o p e r a t i o n  on t h e  1 6 t h  o f  March i n  
t h e  area sou th  o f  t h e  Song D i e m  Diem? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. Do you remember t h a t  t h e r e  were some Na t iona l  
Policemen t h a t  accompanied t h e  Americans on t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, I don 't remember., 

Q- J u s t  one more q u e s t i o n .  Did you e v e r  accompany
any Americans on any o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. No. 

Q. Thank you very  much f o r  coming h e r e  today  t o  h e l p  
us. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1430 hours ,  5 January  1970..) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: V I E N ,  T a  Linh and TE, Nguyen Tuc 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 3 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Quang Ngai C i t y ,  Republic o f  Vietnam 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENTS ON 16 MARCH 1968: S1  Responsible  f o r  
In format ion  and Documents. 

The w i t n e s s e s  r ece ived  in fo rma t ion  from t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
a t  Son My t h a t  a l l i e d  f o r c e s  a t t a c k e d  My La i  (1). TE t o l d  
t h e s e  persons  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e ,  b u t  t hey  were unable  t o  do so  
due t o  t h e  VC c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  a r e a  (pg.  2 ) .  Some informat ion  
was o b t a i n e d  from wounded persons  who had l e f t  My Lai  (pg .2 ) .  
These people  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  many communists and c i v i l i a n s  
had been k i l l e d  (pg.  2 )  . The communists had k e p t  t h e  people  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  p reven t  an a l l i e d  a t t a c k  (pg. 2)  . The 
c i v i l i a n s  d i d  n o t  show t h e  Americans where t h e  communists were 
h i d i n g ,  s o  t h e  communists were a b l e  t o  s l i p  away and shoo t  a t  
t h e  s o l d i e r s  (pg.  2 )  . The Americans des t royed  t h e  bunkers 
and k i l l e d  many communists (pg. 2)  . Some c i v i l i a n s  were a l s o  
k i l l e d  (pg.  2 ) .  

2. REPORTS OF INVESTIGATION. 

A l l  r e p o r t s  w e r e  made v e r b a l l y  and t h e r e  w a s  no mention 
o f  t h e  number o f  people  k i l l e d  (pgs .  3 ,  7 ) .  TE d i s c u s s e d  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  h i s  a d v i s o r ,  M r .  NEAL, and,  because no 
s p e c i f i c  data. cou ld  be  ob ta ined ,  no th ing  w a s  p u t  i n  w r i t i n g  
and no r e p o r t  was made (pg. 3 )  . he^' r e c a l l e d  h e a r i n g  t h a t  
1 2 0 0  t o  1 5 0 0  c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d ,  b u t  t h e s e  numbers 
were ve ry  blown up (pg.  3 ) .  

3. RECEIPT OF VC PROPAGANDA LEAFLETS. 

Copies o f  a VCpropaganda l e a f l e t  c l a iming  t h a t  

( V I E N )  1 SUM APP T-102 
(TE 103 

CONFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDNETIAL 

thousands of c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  by Americans w e r e  
rece ived  by t h e  wi tnesses  t h r e e  t o  four  months a f t e r  t h e  
My Lai opera t ion  (pgs . 3 ,  4 )  . The witnesses  d i d  n o t  send 
t h e  l e a f l e t s  t o  ~ i v i s i o n ,b u t  gave them a l l  t o  M r .  NEAL 
and t h e  Province Chief (pg. 5 ) .  They assumed M r .  NEAL 
forwarded a copy t o  ~ i v i s i o nb u t  d id  n o t  know what was done 
w i t h  any o f  t h e  copies  (pg. 5 ) .  They had a n o t e  i n  t h e i r  
l o g  g iv ing  t h e  d a t e  t h e  l e a f l e t s  were given t o  M r .  NEAL 
(pg. 5 )  

4 .  INFORMATION ABOUT CO LUY. 

Since every one c a l l e d  t h i s  opera t ion  "My La i" ,  t h e  
wi tnesses  were unsure of t h e  p r e c i s e  a r e a s  t o  which t h e  
r e p o r t s  r e f e r r e d  (pg. 6 ) .  Therefore,  i f  anything had 
occurred i n  Co Luy it probably would have been r e f e r r e d  t o  
a s  My Lai (pg. 6) . . 
5. THEIR FEELINGS ABOUT THE INCIDENT. 

Since t h e  people i n  t h i s  a r e a  supported t h e  VC and 
were thus  a g a i n s t  t h e  Government, they took t h e i r  chances 
along with t h e  VC (pg. 6 ) .  There were no complaints made 
t o  t h e  census gr ievance committee because most of  t h e  people 
of t h e  area accepted it a s  a n e c e s s i t y  and a d e f e a t  f o r  t h e  
VC (pg. 7 ) .  M r .  V I E N  could n o t  understand why t h e  Americans 
were s o  concerned about this s i n c e  it sas a good o 2 e r a t i c n  
t h a t  so lved  a l o t  of  problems (pg. 8)  . A l l  of t h e  women 
and c h i l d r e n  k i l l e d  were VC (pg. 9 ) .  
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Unsworn s tatement  of MR Ta Linh V I E N ,  A s s i s t a n t  
Census Grievance Chief ,  and.MR Nguyen Duc TE, Census Griey-
ance Chief of Quang Ngai Province w a s  taken i n  Quang Ngai 
C i t y ,  Republic of Vietnam, on 3 January 1970. The ques t ions  
w e r e  posed t o  MR VIEN and MR TE by LTG PEERS and MR MACCRATE. 
Also p r e s e n t  was LTC B i l l y  M.  STANBERRY, who ac ted  as  i n t e r -
p r e t e r .  Cer ta in  o f ' t h e  ques t ions  were t r a n s l a t e d  by LTC 
STANBERRY i n t o  Vietnamese and c e r t a i n  of  t h e  answers by MR 
VIEN and MR TE were t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  English by LTC STANBERRY. 

10: May w e  have your f u l l  name? Please  w r i t e  down 
t h e  basf  c d a t a ,  your name, and duty.  

MR VIEN:  M r .  Ta Linh VTEN, A s s i s t a n t  Census Grievance Chief.  

Q- And how long have you been t h e  ~ s s i s t a n tCensus 
Grievance Chief?  

MR VIEN: Since A p r i l  2969.  

ch. 9. What was your j o b ' o n  16 March 1968? 
k: 

MR VIEN:  I was the S1. The S1 was respons ib le  f o r  infonna-
V1 t i o n  and documents. 
0-
CD Q Vexy good. 

MR VIEN: Information and documents. 

Q When you were r e spons ib le  f o r  informat ion  and docu-
ments, d i d  you hear  anything o r  have any r e p o r t s  t h a t  came t o  
you concerning any a c t i v i t y  t h a t  took p l a c e  i n  Tu Cung on the  
16 th  of March o r  t h e  17 th  of March, 1968. 

MR VIEN: Y e s ,  w e  rece ived  informat ion  from our representa-
t i v e s  a t  Son My t h a t  t h e  a l l i e d  f o r c e s  a t t acked  i n  Son My. 
S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i n  My Lai.  

Q My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

MR VIEN: I f  I had a map I could show you. 

(LTC STANBERRY shows E x h i b i t  MAP-4 t o  witn@ss.)  

MR VIEN: I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  where t h e  a r e a  was. I j u s t  
know it  was My Lai  Hamlet. 

(MR TE e n t e r s  t h e  hea r ing  room.) 
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10: (To LTC STANBERRY) Explain t o  MR TE t h e  purpose 
of our  i n v e s t i q a t i o n  s o  t h a t  he w i l l  be aware of that. 

(LTC STANBERRY explained t h e  purDose of  t h e  in -
ves t i g a t i o n .  ) 

10: P lease  s t a t e  your f u l l  name and duty assignment. 

MR TE: Nguyen Duc TE. I am t h e  Census Grievance Chief ,  
Quang Ngai Provipce. I have been t h e  Chief s i n c e  1965. 

a - Did you h e a r  anything concerning any unsual a c t i -
v i t i e s  on t h e  1 6 t h  of March? 

MR TE: Y e s .  We heard  t h a t  information because w e  had a 
number of cadre t h a t  w e r e  r e spons ib le  f o r  t h a t  a rea .  

Q What information d i d  you hear?  

MR TE: They r e ~ o r t e dt h a t  t h e r e  was an a l l i e d  opera t ion  
a t  Son My. I gave i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  them t o  i n v e s t i g a t e ,  t o  
look i n t o  it t o  s e e  what haopened. But they  repor ted  t o  me 
t h a t  they c o u l d n ' t  g e t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  because of VC. There-
f o r e ,  they c o u l d n ' t  fol low through on it very c l o s e l y .  But 
they repor ted  t h a t  they  had some information from people who 
w s r e  xonndzd and those ;ha czrie sut of t he  zrea .  Thcre were 
some of them i n  t h e  h o s ~ i t a land they met those  people t h e r e .  
They repor ted  t h a t  t h e  American Army en te red  t h a t  a r e a  and 
many, many Communists were k i l l e d .  There were a l s o  neople 
k i l l e d ,  c i v i l i a n s ,  because Son My i s  a v i l l a g e  t h a t  belonged 
t o  t h e  Communist, a f i g h t i n g  f o r t i f i e d  v i l l a g e  t h a t  belonged 
t o  t h e  Communist. The C c m u n i s t s  kep t  t h e  neople i n  t h e  v i l -
l age  s o  t h a t  i f  they w e r e  a t t acked ,  t h e  people would be 
k i l l e d  a l s o .  So when the opera t ion  s t a r t e d  gunships and ar-
t i l l e r y  f i r e d  i n t o  t h e  a rea .  When they  came i n t o  t h e  a r e a ,  
t h e  people would no t  show them where t h e  Corrununists w e r e  
h id ing ,  where t h e  bunkers were. Therefore,  t h e  Communists i n  
the  bunkers were a b l e  t o  s l i p  ou t  and shoot  a t  t h e  s o l d i e r s .  
So t h e  s o l d i e r s  destroyed t h e  bunkers and k i l l e d  very,  very,  
many of t h e  Communists. There were some c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  a l -
so .  

Q* What I ' m  asking about i s  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  was sup-
pose t o  have come up t h a t  had t h e  f i g u r e  o f  e i t h e r  1,200 o r  
1,500 i n  it. 
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MR TE: We d i d n ' t  t u r n  i n  any o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t .  We d i d n ' t  
t u r n  i n  any th ing  i n  w r i t i n g .  A l l  t h e  r e p o r t s  were made ver -
b a l l y  and t h e r e  w a s  no mention o f  t h e  number of  persons  k i l l e d  

9. Maybe you would know because you were working i n  
t h a t  a r e a  and perhaps  you might have j u s t  g iven  i t  t o  M r .  
RAMSDELL who was working wi th  t h e  census  g r i evance  a t  t h e  t i m e  

MR TE: I d i d  d i s c u s s  t h i s  w i th  M r .  NEILL,  my adv i so r .  How, 
e v e r ,  because o f  t h e  f a c t  we could  g e t  no s p e c i f i c  d a t a ,  
no th ing  more than  rumors and g o s s i p ,  w e  d idn I t p u t  i t  i n  
w r i t i n g  and we d i d n ' t  r e p o r t  t o  anyone. 

Q The paper  w a s  supposed t o  have come from one o f  
t h e  census gr ievance  teams and t h i s  i s  what ended up wi th  
Colonel  G U I N N .  H e  was t h e  deputy.  

MR VIEN:  We d i d n ' t  do i t ,  w e  d i d  t h i s :  w e  had cad re  o u t  
t h e r e ,  and t h e r e  were a l o t  o f  VC a t  My L a i ,  s o  w e  recommend-
e d  t h a t  t h e y  c!onduct t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e r e  because w e  knew 
what w a s  i n  t h e r e .  

MR TE: Both o f  us conf i rm t h i s .  W e  a b s o l u t e l y  d i d  n o t  
r e c e i v e  a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  from any cadremen nor  d i d  we make any 
w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  t o  anyone about  t h a t  s i t u a t i o n  o r  t h a t  a t t a c k  
i n  M57 L a i ;  We :st zL2ny r e g c r t s  Cram s . i o r 2 i n a t e  zadreir~eii 
h e r e  t o  us.  W e  d i d  d i s c u s s  i t  wi th  o u r  a d v i s o r ,  M r .  NEILL b u t  
t h a t  I s  a l l .  

LTC STANBERRY: But t hey  should  have a c c e s s  t o  PSYOPS and VC 
propaganda. 

10: Do you remember a f i g u r e  which was very much exag-
g e r a t e d ,  maybe it came from t h e  VC,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  maybe 
1 , 2 0 0  o r  1,500 c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  by Americans? This  may 
have come i n  from VC propaganda through t h e  cadre  and s o  on. 

MR VIEN: Yes, I remember t h a t .  

LTC STANBERRY: They both r e c a l l  t h i s .  

MR V I E N :  I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n  about  t h e  numbers, b u t  I seem t o  
r e c a l l  t hey  were ve ry ,  very blownup. W e  d i d  g e t  t h o s e .  W e  
p icked  some of t h o s e  up and we s e n t  them t o  d i v i s i o n .  A l l  w e  
would p o s s i b l y  have l e f t  i n  o u r  f i l e s  would be t h e  memo where 
w e  s e n t  them t o  d i v i s i o n ,  n o t  t h e  l e a f l e t s .  
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10: I wonder i f  you would mind checking your f i l e s  t o  
s e e  i f  you might have a record  of  it s o  we might, one way o r  
another ,  g e t  a copy. 

MR V I E N :  I t h i n k  I have one of  those.  

Q That would be very h e l p f u l .  I wonder i f  you could 
j u s t  see  i f  you can r e c o l l e c t  approximately t h e  f igure .  Do 
you remember t h e  f i g u r e s  1,200, 1 ,500,  o r  2,000? 

MR V I E N :  The one we s e n t  forward s a i d  thousands of people.  
It  d i d  n o t  say anything e l s e  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

Q Was it a l e a f l e t  about t h i s  s i z e  (holding up a 3-
by-5 c a r d ) ?  

MR VIEN: About t h a t  s i z e .  

Q About 3-by-5. And do you remember, M r .  VIEN,  hav-
i n g  a l s o  given t h i s  l e a f l e t  of  t h e  information t o  e i t h e r  Mr. 
NEILL, M r .  MAY, o r  t o  Colonel GUINN? 

MR TE: To M r .  NEILL. '  We gave him t h e  l e a f l e t .  He t r a n s -
l a t e d  it himself i f  it was t r a n s l a t e d .  We d i d n ' t  t r a n s l a t e  
i t  f o r  him. I s e n t  it over  f o r  him t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  it. I 
d i d n ' t  go i n t o  d e t a i l  wi th  i t ,  nor  d i d  I t r a n s l a t e  i t  f o r  
him. 

Q. Can you remember, M r .  TE,  about how soon a f t e r  t h e  
16 th  of March you rece ived  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  b i t  of VC propagan-

. .da? 

MR TE: Two o r  t h r e e  months a f t e r ,  o r  t h r e e  o r  four  months 
a f t e r .  

Q - Two o r  t h r e e  months would have been May o r  June 
then? 

MR TE: About t h a t .  I t  wasn ' t  a s  e a r l y  a s  A p r i l  b u t  w e  
d i d  have it i n  June. 

LTC STANBERRY: I f  we could f i n d  h i s  memo when he s e n t  it t o  
d i v i s i o n ,  we could confirm i t  b u t  he remembers it was near  
Apr i l .  
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MR TE: One of my cadremen b rough t  i n  f i v e  Hoi Chanhs, wh i l e  
I w a s  w a i t i n g  on you t h i s  morning, from t h i s  hamle t ,  from My 
L a i .  

I0: D o  you know from which subhamlet  t hey  came? 

LTC STANBERRY: I would say  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  normal f o r  them t o  
know t h e  subhamlets  from up he re .  

MR V I E N :  A few months a f t e r  t h i s  t hey  had a propaganda cam-
paign and t h i s  came o u t  i n  t h e  'propaganda campaign. I t  d idn  't 
come o u t  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  b u t  a few months l a t e r .  
But t h e r e  were,  d u r i n g  t h i s  campaign, about  t h r e e  t o  f i v e  
l e a f l e t s  concerning My Lai  pas sed  o u t .  

10: By t h e  V i e t  Cong? 

MR VIEN:  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q W e  would l i k e  t o  g e t  a s  mazy of t k o s e  as w e  could.  

MR TE: W e  d i d  n o t  send a copy t o  d i v i s i o n .  We gave it t o  
M r .  NEILL and assumed t h a t  he s e n t  it t o  d i v i s i o n .  A l l  of t h e s e  
l e a f l e t s  w e  gave t o  two people ,  t h e  Province c h i e f ,  and M r .  
NEILL, t h e  a d v i s o r .  We d i d  g i v e  each o f  them a l l  of  t h e  cop ie s  
of these t h a t  we picked 1-1.~;  but we $-idcltk c z w  what either t h z  
Province Chief o r  M r .  NEILL d i d  w i th  t h e  c o p i e s .  

Q. Is t h e r e  a n o t e  i n  your  l o g  t h a t  you gave M r .  NEILL 
a copy? 

PA TE: W e  do have t h a t .  T h a t ' s  t h e  one we s e n t  t o  him, 
n o t  t o  d i v i s i o n .  That  we can p u l l  o u t  o f  o u r  f i l e s .  

Q- A n d  w i l l  t h e  f i l e  a l s o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  d a t e  t h a t  i t  
w a s  g iven  t o  M r .  NEILL? 

MR TE: Absolu te ly .  

Q. The in fo rma t ion  we have froin o t h e r  people  i s  t h a t  
t hey  r e c e i v e d  i t  somewhat e a r l i e r  t han  May, s o  could  it have 
been i n  A p r i l ?  

MR VIEN:  I t h i n k  I can f i n d  t h a t  i n  between 30 minutes  t o  
an hour .  I b e l i e v e  I could d i g  t h a t  o u t .  
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Q May I ask a l s o  i f  i n  hear ing about My Lai ,  d id  you 
s e e  'any VC propaganda .concerning Co Luy? 

MR TE: You have t o  understand t h a t  a c t u a l l y ,  t h i s  is  Tu 
Cung Hamlet but  every body was c a l l i n g  t h i s  opera t ion  My Lai.  
Therefore,  every re fe rence  t h a t  was made t o  the  opera t ion  
was c a l l e d  My Lai ,  and we weren ' t  s u r e  of t he  p r e c i s e  -areas 
of t he  r epo r t s  t h a t  w e  received.  Therefore,  n e i t h e r  of us 
r e c a l l  anything about Co Luy. I f  t h e r e  had been something 
t h a t  happened t h e r e ,  it would have been r e f e r r e d  t o  probably 
a s  My Lai r a t h e r  than Tu Cung o r  Co Luy. 

Q .  Do you remember anything e l s e ,  M r .  TE ,  about t h i s  
time t h a t  might have a bear ing upon t h i s  operat ion? 

MR TE: I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  have the  b e n e f i t  of my 
f ee l ings  concerninq t h e  opera t ion  i n  My Lai.  I recommended 
p r i o r  t o  t he  t i m e  of t h e  opera t ion  t h a t  they conduct an 
opera t ion  i n  this area .  I would l i k e  t o  po in t  o u t  t h a t  this 
is a f i g h t i n g  VC hamlet which a t  t h a t  time d i d  resist the  
Government. The people who were i n  t h a t  a rea  were e i t h e r  
a c t i v e l y  suppor t ins  o r  working with t h e  VC. I f  they do t h i s .  
this puts  them aga ins t  t h e  Government. Being aga ins t  t h e  
Government, when w e  went i n  t h e r e  t h e  VC d i d  use t h e  people. 
They put  them i n  f r o n t  of t h e i r  s o l d i e r s  t o  conceal them s o  
they could escape.  There were people k i l l e d ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  t o  
be expected. That i s  t h e  way it should be. I f  they jo in  t he  
VC then they f i g h t  and d i e  with t h e  VC. I wanted t o  express  
t h a t  thought. 

LTC STANBERRY: M r .  TE s t a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  i s  j u s t  a b r i e f  des-
c r i p t i o n .  He has something t h a t  says  about t h e  same th ing  
t h a t  he j u s t  s a i d  bu t  i t  ' is a l e t t e r  from an educated person 
he re  i n  Quang Ngai w r i t t e n  t o  Senator DON. He would l i k e  t o  
give  us a copy. We could t r a n s l a t e  it l a t e r  and s e e  exac t ly  
how he f e e l s  about it. 

I0 : What does i t  genera l ly  say? 

LTC STANBERRY: I ' l l  have t o  read it t o  s e e ,  sir,  because it 
is a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  from what--it w i l l  t ake  a l i t t l e  while.  

10: A l l  r i g h t .  

LTC STANBERRY: This i s  from someone t h a t  a s s i s t e d  Senator DON 
whi le  he was here .  I d o n ' t  know i f  i t  's a followup r e p o r t  o r  
j u s t  h i s  observat ions  a f t e r  t he  Senator l e f t ,  bu t  it i s  h i s  
thoughts and observat ions .  
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10: May w e  have them t o  reproduce and g e t  cop ie s  of 
t h a t  t oo?  

LTC STANBERRY: He gave them t o  u s ,  s i r ,  A l l  o f  t h e s e  a r e  
l e t t e r s  t h a t  people  have w r i t t e n  t h e  Sena to r  about  t h i s  i n c i -
d e n t .  I t h i n k  they  might be worthwhile ,  

10: Good. M r .  TE ,  were any c o m ~ l a i n t so r  g r i evances  
brought  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of  your  cadremen a s  a r e s u l t  o f  
this o p e r a t i o n ?  

MR TE: Normally when people  a r e  d i s c o n t e n t e d  o r  d i s s a t -
i s f i e d  about something,  t h e  census q r i e v a n c e  people  p i c k  
t h i s  up and make r e p o r t s  on i t ,  n o t  from my o f f i c e  necessar -
i l y ,  b u t  from my cadre  t o  me. But most o f  t h e  people  i n  
t h i s  a r e a  accep ted  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t h e r e  as a n e c e s s i t y  be-
cause ,  a s  I have mentioned many t i m e s ,  t h i s  i s  a f i g h t i n g  
hamlet  of t h e  VC. They l i v e  t h e r e  and from t h a t  l o c a t i o n  

Ch: 
t hey  launch a t t a c k s  a g a i n s t  o t h e r  hamle t s .  This  was t h e i r  

K, base  o f  o p e r a t i o n .  Therefore ,  most of  t h e  people  throu-h-
o u t  that  a r e a  accep ted  t h i s  a s  a d e f e a t  f o r  t h e  VC r a t h e r  
than something else. It was a m a t t e r  o f  t h e  o'rdier s i d e  l o s -

V1 
P' 

i n g  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  b a t t l e .  So *ere w e r e n ' t  g r i evances .  
cn There w e r e n ' t  complaints  made t o  h i s  cad re  a s  a r e s u l t  of 

this. 

Q A s  a r e s u l t  of  your c a d r e ' s  v i s i t i n g  people  i n  
t h e  h o s p i t a l  and s e e i n g  o t h e r  peop le ,  w e r e  t h e y  a b l e  t o  
p i c k  up any b i t s  of i n fo rma t ion  conce rn ins  t h e  numbers of 
people  t h a t  may have been h u r t  t h e r e  and t h e  number of VC 
k i l l e d ?  

MR TE: The only words we  g o t  w e r e  t h a t  t h e r e  were many 
of them who d i e d .  Many VC were k i l l e d .  But t h e r e  was never  
any number mentioned excep t  oh t h e  VC propaganda l e a f l e t s .  

10: (To LTC STANBERRY) I f  he  looks  through t h e  f i l e s  
and f i n d s  t h i s ,  when w i l l  w e  be  a b l e  t o  p i c k  up t h i s  certi-
f i c a t e  o r  e n t r y  i n  t h e  j ou rna l ?  

LTC STANBERRY: W e  can g e t  it i n t o  M r .  CUSHINGS' hands. A s  
soon a s  h e  can f i n d  i t ,  h e  w i l l  g i v e  it t o  M r .  CUSHING. A s  
soon a s  M r .  CUSHING g e t s  i t ,  we w i l l  p i c k  it up, d u p l i c a t e  
i t ,  and send  i t  back t o  h i s  f i l e s .  
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10: I n  t h e  event  you d o n ' t  f i n d  it, we would s t i l l  
l i k e  you t o  pass  a  note  t o  M r .  CUSHING saying t h a t  you 
c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  it. 

May I ask what p a r t  of Vietnam i s  your  home? 

MR V I E N :  Quang Ngai . 
Q The reason I asked i s  t h e  f e a t u r e s  of t h e  former 
Province Chief of P le iku ,  Colonel NAYLO ' s  a r e  a g r e a t  d e a l  
l i k e  your ' s .  

MR VIEN:  I d o n ' t  understand why t h e  Americans a r e  s o  con-
cerned about t h i s .  I t  was a good opera t ion  and solved a l o t  
of problems. 

Q You must understand t h a t  American s o l d i e r s ,  by 
t h e  honor and t r a d i t i o n  of t h e  American Army, never k i l l-

women, c h i l d r e n ,  o r  o l d  men. 

MR TE: I would l i k e  t o  say  t h a t  t h e  Communists a r e  very  
w e l l  aware of t h i s .  This  i s  why they always use t h e  women 
and ch i ld ren  o u t  i n  f r o n t  of them. They always keep them i n  
f r o n t  of them. They a r e  w e l l  aware of your r e luc tance  t o  do 
anything i f  t h e r e  a r e  women and ch i ld ren  between you and them. 
T h a t ' s  t h e  b e s t  p r o t e c t i o n  they  can g e t .  You must remember 
t h a t  ch i ld ren  i n  these kind of v i l lz~-acY-- n;pbr--.. np c i g a r e t t e  
b u t t s  from the  G I ' s  and run t o  t h e  VC h id ing  i n  t h e  bunkers 
and tunne l s  and t a k e  c a r e  of them. 

Q Well, as  you know, t h e r e  a r e  some elements i n  t h e  
United S t a t e s  t h a t  look upon t h i s  was a s  a d i r t y  war. And 
when p i c t u r e s  come o u t  showing women, c h i l d r e n ,  small  bab ies ,  
o l d  men, and pregnant women being k i l l e d ,  they f i n d  t h i s  
very bad. These a r e  t h e  a spec t s  we a r e  a c t u a l l y  looking i n t o .  

MR TE: These t h r e e  l e t t e r s  speak very c l e a r l y  of t h e  
th ings  t h a t  I am t a l k i n g  about.  

MR VIEN: I s e e  t h i s  war as very ,  very u s e l e s s .  But w e  
c a n ' t  r e f u s e  t o  f i g h t  it. We're no t  t h e  i n s t i g a t o r s  of t h e  
war. 

I0 : W e  understand. 
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MR VIEN: W e  know what we  a r e  t a l k i n g  about .  W e  b o t h  w e r e  
V i e t  Minh b e f o r e  1954. For many months p r i o r  and j u s t  a 
few days b e f o r e  as w e l l ,  everybody had been t r y i n g  t o  g e t  
t h e  people  t o  come ou t  of t h e  a r e a  because it  was a VC a r e a .  
Don' t  l e t  anyone t e l l  you d i f f e r e n t l y .  A l l  of t h o s e  people  
t h a t  w e r e  k i l l ed - - the  f a m i l i e s ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  and wives-- 
w e r e  VC. 

I0: Thank you bo th  very  much. 

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1510 hour s ,  3 January 

9 APP T-102 

9 APP T-103 

CONFIDENTIAL 


	COVER PAGE
	SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY
	AM, Nguyen
	BA, Do
	BAT, Nguyen
	CHUC, Do
	Pham DAT
	HIEU, Nguyen
	LAI, Pham
	MEO, Nguyen Thi
	Nguyen Thi NHUNG
	QUYEN, Ho
	THUA, Pham
	TINH, Troung
	TONG, Le
	TUONG, Nguyen Khae
	VIEN, Do
	HAI, Ngo Tan
	HIEN, Do Thanh
	KHIEN, Ton That
	LAM, Hoang Xuan
	LANH, Nguyen Ngoc
	LUYEN, Do Dinh
	MINH, Duong
	NHON, Do Tan
	PHO, Pham Van
	PHU, Nguyen Dinh
	Ngo SON
	TAM, Nguyen Ngoc
	TAN, Tran Ngoc
	TE, Nguyen Tuc
	TOAN, Guyen Van
	TRONG, Le
	VIEN, Ta Linh




